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It IB a startling fact that, in England and Wales alone, at 
the present time, the number of uliildren nnder the ago of 
Biiteen, dependent more or leas on the parothial aiithoritica 
for maintenance, amounts to three hundred and fifty thon- 

It is scarcely less startling to learn that annually more 
than a hundred thousand criminals emerge at the doors of 
the various prisons, that, for short time or long time, have 
been their homes, and with no more substantial adviee than 
" to take care that they don't make their appearance there 
again," are turned adrift once more to face the world, unkind 
as when they last stole from it. This does not include our 
immense army of jnvenUo vagrants. How the information 
has been arrived at is more than I can tell ; but it ia an 
accepted fact that, daily, winter and Bummer, within the 
limits of our vast and wealthy city of London, there wander, 
destitute of proper guardianship, food, clothing, or employ- 
ment, a hundred Ihoiuand boys and girla in fair trmning for 
the treadmill and the oakum shed, and finally for Portland 
and the convict's mark. 
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2 THE SEVEN CURSES OF LONDON. 

It is these last-mentioned hundred thousand, rather than 
the four hundred and fifty thousand previously mentioned, 
that are properly classed under the heading of this first 
chapter. Practically, the three hundred and fifty thousand 
little paupers that cumber the poor-rates are withoijt the 
category of neglected ones. In all probability, at least one 
half of that vast number never were victims of neglect, in 
the true sense of the term. Mr. Bumble derives his foster- 
children from sources innumerable. There are those that 
are bom in the " house," and who, on some pretext, are 
abandoned by their unnatural mother. There are the 
" strays," discovered by the police on their beats, and con- 
signed, for the present, to the workhouse, and never owned. 
There is the offspring of the decamping weaver, or shoemaker, 
who goes on a tramp " to better himself " ; but, never succeed- 
ing, does not regard it as worth while to tramp home again to 
report his ill-luck. These, and such as these, may truly 
ascribe their pauperism to neglect on somebody's part ; but 
by far the greater number are what they are through sheer 
misfortune. When death snatches father away from the 
table scarcely big enough to accommodate the little flock that 
cluster about it, — snatches him away in the lusty prime of 
life and without warning, or, worse still, flings him on a bed 
of sickness, the remedies for which devour the few pounds 
thriftily laid aside for such an emergency, and, after all, are 
of no avail, what other asylum but the workhouse offers 
itself to mother and children*? How many cases of this 
kind the parish books could reveal, one can only guess ; quite 
enough, we may be sure, to render unpalatable that excessive 
amount of caution observed by those in power against 
" holding out a premium " to pauperism. It is somewhat 
amazing to hear gifeat authorities talk sometimes. Just late- 
ly, Mr. Bartley, reading at the Society of Arts a paper 
entitled, " The training and education of pauper childi'en," 
took occasion to remark : — 

" These children cannot be looked upon exactly in the same 
way as paupers proper, inasmuch as their imfortunate posi- 
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tion is entirely due to circumstances over which they could 
have no controL They are either the offspring of felons, 
cripples, and idiots,, or orphans, bastards, and deserted chil- 
dren, and claim the protection of the law, frequently from 
their tenderest years, from having been deprived of the 
care of their natural guardians without fijtidt or crime of 
their own. Such being their condition, they must either steal 
or starve in the streets, or the State must take charge of them. 
It may further be affirmed that, in a strictly commercial point 
of view, it is more economical to devote a certain amount in 
education and systematic training than, by allowing them to 
grow up in the example' of their parents and workhouse 
companions, to render their permanent support, either in a 
prison or a workhouse, a burden on the industrious classes. 
The State, in fact, acknowledges this, and accordingly a pro- 
vision is theoretically supplied for all pauper cliildren, not 
only for their bodily wants, but to a certain extent for 
their mental improvement. At the same time, it is also 
necessary that the extreme shoidd not be run into, viz. that 
of treating them so liberally as to hold out a ])reniiuni to 
pauperism. In no case should their comfort bo better tliau, 
nor in fact as good as, an industrious laborer has within his 
reach." 

Mr. Bartley is a gentleman whose kncnvledi^e of the subject 
he treats of exceeds that of most men ; moreover, lie is a 
man who, in his acts and nature, shows himself actuated by 
a kind heart, jj^overned by a sound head ; but, with all def- 
erence, it is dilficult to a<^-ee alto<j:ether with the fore<i:oiu<; 
remarks of his: and they are tlie better worth noticiu<j^, be- 
cause precisely the same sentiment breathes through almost 
every modem, new, and improved system of ])ar(>fhial re- 
form. Whv should these unfortunate creatures, " their uu- 
fortunate position being entirely due to circumstances over 
which thev had no control," be made less comfoHable in their 
condition than the industrious laborer, — who, by the way, 
may be an agricultural laborer, with his starvation waives of 
nine shiUinirs a week and his da^^p a^d 7niH.^iv>M*> l.o^-A of 
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two rooms to board and lodge his numerous family 1 What 
sort of justice is it to keep constantly before their unoffending 
eyes the humiliating fact that they have no standing even on 
the bottom round of the social ladder, and that their proper 
place is to crouch meekly and uncomplainingly at the foot of 
it? Even supposing that they, the pauper children, are 
" either the offspring of felons, cripples, and idiots, or orphans, 
bastards, and deserted children," which is assuming to the 
vesge of improbability, still, since it is acknowledged that 

the state in which we discover them *' is due to no fault or 

• 

crime of their own," why should we hesitate to make them 
commonly comfortable 1 To fail so to do when it is in our 
power, and when, according to their innocence and helpless- 
ness, it is their due, is decidedly at variance with the com- 
monly understood principles of Christian charity. It will 
be needless, however, here to pursue the subject of pauper 
management, since 'another section of this book has been 
given to its consideration. Anyhow, our three hundred and 
fifty thousand pauper children can have no claim to be 
reckoned among the " neglected." They are, or should be, a 
class whose hard necessity has been brought under the notice 
of the authorities, and by them considered and provided for. 

There are other neglected children besides those already 
enumerated, and who are not included in the^tenth part of 
a million who live in the streets, for the simple reason that 
they are too yoimg to know the use of their legs. They are 
" coming on," however. There is no present fear of the noble 
annual crop of a hundred thousand diminishing. They are 
so plentifully propagated that a savage preaching "civiliza- 
tion " might regard it as a mercy that the localities of their 
infant nurture are such as suit the ravening appetites of 
cholera and typhus. Otherwise they wotild breed like rab- 
bits in an undisturbed warren, and presently swarm so abun- 
dantly that the highways would be overrun, making it 
necessary to pass an Act of Parliament, improving on the 
latest enacted for dogs, against the roaming at large of un- 
muzzled children of the gutter. Observe the vast nmu- 
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"ber of the " city Arabs,'' to be encountered in a walk, from 
Cheapside to the Angel at Islington, say. You cannot mis- 
take them. There are other children who are constantly 
encountered in the street, male and female, who, though 
perhaps neither so ragged and dirty as the genuine juvenile 
vagrants, are even more sickly and himgry looking ; but it 
is as easy to distinguish between the two types — between 
the Tiome-^^wnivg and the homeless — as between the sleek pet 
dog and the cur of the street, whose ideas of a '^ kennel " 
are limited to that represented by the wayside gutter, from 
which by good luck edibles may be extracted. Not only does 
the youthful ragamuffin ciy aloud for remedy in every street 
and public way of the city, he thrusts his ugly presence on 
us continuously, and appeals to us in bodily shape. In this 
respect the curse of n^lected children differs widely from 
any of the others, beggars alone excepted, perhaps. And even 
as regards beggars, to see them is not always to believe in them 
as human creatures helpless in the sad condition in which 
they are discovered, and worthy of the best help we can af- 
ford to bestow on them. It is next to impossible by out- 
ward signs merely to discriminate between the impostor and 
the really unfortunate and destitute. The pallid cheek and 
the sunken eye may be a work of art and not of nature, and 
in the cunning arrangement of rags, so as to make the most 
of them, the cheat must always have an advantage over the 
genuine article. Weighing the evidence pro and con, the 
object of it creeping even at his snaiVs pace may be out of 
sight before we arrive at what appears to us a righteous 
verdict, and our scrupulous charity reserved for another 
occasion. But no such perplexing doubts and hesitation 
need trouble us in selecting the boy gutter bred and bom 
from the one who lays claim to a home, even though it may 
be no more than a feeble pretence, consisting of a family 
nightly gathering in some dirty sty that serves as a bed- 
room, and a morning meeting at a board spread with a sub- 
stitute for a breakfast. In the latter there is an expression 
of countenance utterly wanting ^" fl^e former* •. an undpscrib- 



6 THE SEVEN CURSES OF LONDON. 

able shyness, and an mstinctive observance of decency, that 
has been rain-washed and sim-bumt out of the gypsy of the 
London highway since the time of his crawling out of the 
gooseberry sieve, with a wisp of hay in it that served him as 
a cradle. 

And here I can fancy I hear the incredulous reader ex- 
claim, " But that is jnere imagery of course ; ragamuffin 
babies never are cradled in gooseberry sieves, with a wisp 
of hay to lie on." Let me assure you, dear madam, it is 
not imagery, but positive fact. The strangest receptacles 
do duty as baby cradles at times. In another part of our 
book, it will be shown that a raisin-box may be so adapted, 
or even an egg-box ; the latter with a bit of straw in it as a 
cradle for an invalid baby with a broken thigh ! But as 
regards the gooseberry sieve, it is a fact that came under the 
writer's immediate observation. Accompanied by a friend 
he was on a visit of exploration into the little-known regions 
of Baldwin's Gardens, in Leather Lane, and entering a 
cellar there, the family who occupied it were discovered in a 
state of dreadful commotion. The mother, a tall, bony, 
ragged shrew, had a baby tucked imder one arm, while she 
was using the other, by the aid of a pair of dilapidated 
nozzleless bellows, in inflicting a tremendous beating on a 
howling young gentleman about eleven years old. "Tut! 
tut! what is the matter, Mrs. Donellyl Rest your arm 
a moment, now, and tell us all about it." " Matther ! shure 
it 's matther enough to dhrive a poor widdy beyant her 
sinses ! " And then, her rage turning to sorrow, she in pa- 
thetic terms described how that she left that bad boy Johnny 
only for a few moments in charge of the " darlint comfort- 
able ashleap in her bashket," and that he had neglected his 
duty, and that the baste of a donkey had smelt her out, and 
" ate her clane out o' bed. " 

I have had so much experience in this way, that one day I 
may write a book on the Haunts and Homes of the British 
Baby. It was not long after the incident of the goose- 
berry sieve, that I discovered in one small room in which a 
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family of ail reeided, three little children, varying in ago 
iftoHi three to eight pcrLiipa, stark naked. It wsfc noun of ft 
jununer'a day, and tboro they wore nude as forest Dionkoyi, 

hideously dirty that every rib-bone in their poor ' 
, wasted little bodies showed plain, and in color like muhogiiny. 
~ I put my bead in at the door they soittored, scored 

rabbits, to the." bed, "an ammgemest pf evil-smelling floclc 
■tad old potato-socks, and 1 was in/orined by the mother that 
they had not a rag to wear, and hud been in their [jreauat 
iwndition for mm-e than three months. 

return, however, to the hordes of small Arabs found 
wandering about the streets of the city. To the mind of tliu 
initiated instantly recurs the quocition, " Whence do they all 

ne 1 " They are not imported like those other jiesta of 

iiety, "Gorman band boys or orgim-griuders" ; they must 
have been babies ouco upon a time ; whore did they grow 
«pl In very dreary and retired regions, my dear sir, though 
ibr that nutter if it should happen that you are perambulate 
lashionable Begent Street or aristocratic Bclgnvvia when 
you put to yourself the perplexing q'iestii.'n, you may be 
nigber to a viKible Bohition of tbe uiyMli.'ry Ib.iii yuii would 
care to know. Where does the ahoeless, ra^ed, dauntless, 
and often desperate boy of the gutter breed 1 Why, not un- 
frequently as close almost to the mansions of the rich and 
highly respectable as the sparrows in their chimney-stacks. 
Nothing is more common than to discover a hideous stew of 
courts and alleys reeking in poverty and wretchedness al- 
most in the shadow of the palatial abodes of the great and 
wealthy. Such instances might be quoted by the dozen. 

It is seldom that these fledgUnga of the hawk tribe quit 
their neeta or rather their nesting-places until they are ca- 
pable, although on a most limited scale, of doing business on 
their own account. Occasionally a specimen may be seen in 
the vicinity of Covent Garden or Farringdon Market, seated 
on a carri^^ extemporized out of an old rusty tea-tray ond 
drawn along by his elder relatives, by means of a string. It 
noay not be fiafely oasumfKl. ^low^'vp■■ theit 'b" 'atte"" af ■"■ 
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tuated by no other than affectionate and disinterested motivei ' 
in thus treating their infant charge to a ride. It is muck 
more probable that, being left at home in the alley by their 
mother, who is engaged elsewhere at washing or " charring,* 
with strict ii^junctions not to leave baby for so long as a 
minute, and being goaded to desperation by the thoughts of 
the plentiful feed of cast-out pluins and oranges to be picked 
up in ^* Common Garden " at this '' dead-ripe " season of the 
year, they have hit on this ingenious expedient by which the. 
maternal mandate may be obeyed to the letter, and their 
craving for market refuse be at the same time gratified. 

By the by, it may here be mentioned as a contribution 
towards solving the riddle, '* How do these himdred thousand 
street prowlers contrive to exist 1" that they draw a con- 
siderable amount of their sustenance from the markets. And 
really it would seem that by some miraculous dispensation of 
Providence, garbage was for their sake robbed of its poison- 
ous properties, and endowed with virtues such as wholesome 
food possesses. Did the reader ever see the young market 
hunters at such a " feed " say in the month of August or 
September 1 It is a spectacle to be witnessed only by early 
risers who can get as far as Covent Garden by the time that 
the wholesale dealing in the open fall slacks, — which will be 
about eight o'clock ; and it is not to be believed unless it is 
seen^ They will gather about a muck-heap and gobble up 
plums, a sweltering mass of decay, and oranges and apples 
that have quite lost their original shape and color, with the 
avidity of ducks or pigs. I speak according to my knowl- 
edge, for I have seen them at* it. I have seen one of these . 
gaunt wolfish little children with his tattered cap full of 
plums of a sort one of which I would not have permitted a 
child of mine to eat for all the money in the Mint, and this 
at a season when the sanitary authorities in their desperate 
alarm at the spread of cholera had turned bill-stickers, and 
were begging and imploring the people to abstain fix>m this, 
that, and the other, and especially to beware of fruit unless 
perfectly soimd and ripe. Judging from the earnestness with 
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which this hist provision was uiiged, there miist have been 
cholera enough to have slain a dozen strong men in that little 
ragamuffin's cap, and yet he munched on till that frowzy 
receptacle was emptied, finally Uckiug his fingers with a rel- 
ish. It was not for me to forcibly dispossess the boy of a 
prize that made him the envy of his plumlcss companions, 
but I spoke to the market beadle about it, asking him if it 
would not be possible, knowing the propensities of these poor 
little wretches, so to dispose of the poisonous offal that tliey 
could not get at it ; but he replied that it was nothing to do 
with him what they ate so long as they kept their hands from 
picking and stealing ; furthermore he politely intimated that 
" unless I had nothing better to do " there was no call for me 
to trouble myself about the " little warmint," whom nothing 
would hurt. He confided to me his private belief that they 
were " made inside something after the orsestretch, and that 
fiuriers' nails would n't come amiss to 'cm if they could only 
get 'em down." However, and although the evidence was 
rather in the sagacious market beadle's favor, I was uncon- 
verted from my original opinion, and here take the liberty of 
urging ou any official of Coven t (xardon or Farrinplon Market 
who may happen to read these j)ages the policy of a(l()])tin^ 
my suggestion as to the safe bestowal of fruit otfal durinii: the 
sickly season. That gi*eat danger is incurred by allowinji; it 
to be consumed as it now is there cannot be a (luestion. 
Perhaps it is too much to assume that the i)oor little l)ein<j:s 
whom hunger prompts to feed olF garbage do so with ini- 
pmiity. It is not improbable that, in many cases, they slink 
home to die in their holes as poisoned rats do. That they 
are never missed from the market is no proof of the contrary. 
Their identification is next to impossible, for they arc like 
each other as apples in a sieve, or petis in one pod. More- 
over, to tell their number is out of the question. It is as in- 
comprehensible as is their nature. They swarm as bees do, 
and arduous indeed would be the task of the individual who 
undertook to reckon up the small fry of a single alley of the 
hundreds that abound in Squalor's rn.<rions Tl^jy ore -f '^s- 

1* 
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small account in^ the public estimation as stray street curs, 
and, like them, it is only where they evince a propensity for 
barking and biting that their existence is recognized. Should 
death to-morrow morning make a clean sweep of the unsightly 
little scavengers who grovel for a meal amongst the market 
offal heaps, next day would see the said heaps just as indus- 
triously surrounded. 



CHAPTER II. 

RESPEOTINO THE PARENTAGE OF SOME OF CUB 

GUTTER POPULATION. 

Who are the Mothers ? — The Infant Lahor Market. — Watch London 
and Blackfriars Bridges. — The Melancholy Types. — The Flashy, 
Flaunting " Iniant." — Keeping Company. — Miarriage. — The Up- 
shot. 

Instructiye and interesting though it may be to inquire 
into the haunts and habits of these wretched waifs and '^ rank 
outsiders" of humanity, of how much importance and of 
useful purpose is it to dig yet a little deeper and discover 
who are the parents — the mothers especially -r of these 
babes of the gutter. 

Clearly they had no business there at all. A human crea- 
tiu'e, and more than all, a helpless human cloture, endowed 
with the noblest shape of God's creation, and with a soul, 
to save or lose, is as much out of place grovelling in filth 
and contamination as would be a wild-cat crouching on the 
hearth-rug of a nursery. How come they there, then 1 
Although not bred absolutely in the kennel, many mei^ into 
life so very near the edge of it, that it is no wonder if even 
their infantine kickings and sprawlings are enough to topple 
them over. Some there are, not vast in number, perhaps, but 
of a character to influence the whole, who are dropped into 
the gutter from such a height that they may never crawl out 
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of ity — they are so sorely crippled. Others, Again, find their 
way to the gutter by meaus of a process identical with that 
which serves the conveyance to sinks and hidden sewers of 
the city's ordinary refuse and oi&courings. Of this last- 
mentioned sort, however, it will be necessary to treat at 
length presently. 

I think that it may be taken as granted that gross and de- 
liberate immorality is not mainly responsible for our gutter 
population. Neither can the poverty of the nation be justly 
called on to answer for it. On the contrary, unless I am 
greatly mistaken, the main tributary to the foul stream has 
its fountain-head in the keen-witted, ready-penny commercial 
enterprise of the small-capital, business-minded portion of our 
Tast community. 

In no respect are we so unlike our forefathers as in our strug- 
gles after '' mastership " in business, however petty. This 
may be a sign of commercial progress amongst us, but it is 
doubtful if it tends very much to the healthful constitution of 
our humanity. " Work hard and win a fortune," has become a 
dry and mouldy maxim, distasteful to modem traders, and has 
yielded to one that is much smarter, viz. " There is more got 
by scheming than by hard work." 

By scheming the labor of others, that is ; little children, — 
any one. It is in the infant labor market especially that this 
new and dashing spirit of commercial enterprise exercises it- 
self chiefly. There are many kinds of lal)or that re(i\iirc no 
application of muscular strength ; all that is reciuisite is dex- 
terity and lightness of touch, and these with most children 
are natural gifts. They are better fitted for the work they 
are set to than adults would be, while the latter would require 
as wages shillings where the little ones are content with pence. 
This, perhaps, would be tolerable if their earnings increased 
with their years ; but such an arrangement does not come 
within the scheme of the sweaters and slop-factors, Jew and 
Christian, who gi'ind the bones of little children to make them 
not only bread, but luxurious living and country-houses, and 
carriages to ride in. Whpu their "hai^^'^" '•'^}»se to V^ 
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children, these enterprising tradesmen no longer require their 
services, and they are dischiirged to make room for a new 
batch of small toilers, eager to engage themselves on terms 
that the others have learned to despise, while those last- 
mentioned unfortimates are cast adrift to win their bread — 
somehow. 

Any one curious to know the sort of working young female 
alluded to may be gratified a hundred times over any day of 
the week, if he will take the trouble to post himself, between 
the hours of twelve and two, at the foot of London or 
Blackfriars Bridge. There he will see the young girl of the 
slop-shop and the city " warehouse " hurrying homeward on 
the chance of finding a meagre makeshift — ^' something hot " 
— that may serve as a dinner. 

It is a sight well worth the peeking of any philanthropic 
person interested in the present condition and possible future 
of the infant labor market. How much or how little of truth 
there may be in the lament one occasionally hears, that our 
endiutince is failing us, and that we seldom reach the ripe old 
age attained by our ancestors, we will not here discuss ; at 
least there can be no doubt of this, — that we grow old much 
earlier than did our great-grandfathers; and though our 
" threescore years and ten " may be shortened by fifteen or 
twenty years, the downhill portion of our existence is at least 
as protracted as that of the hale man of old who could leap a 
gate at sixty. This must be so, otherwise the ancient law, 
defining an infant as " a person under the age of fourteen," 
could never have received the sanction of legislators. Make 
note of these " infants " of the law as they come in knots of 
two and three, and sometimes in an unbroken "gang," just 
as they left the factory, putting their best feet foremost in a 
match against time ; for all that is allowed them is one hour, 
and within that limited period they have to walk perhaps a 
couple of miles to and fro, resting only during that brief 
space in which it is their happy privilege to exercise their 
organs of mastication. 

Good times indeed were those oldeu ones, if for no other 
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reason than that they knew not such infants as these ! Of the 
same stuff in the main, one and all, but bj no means of the 
same pattern. Haggard, weary-eyed infants, who never could 
haye been babies; little slips of things, whose heads are 
scarcely above the belt of the burly policeman lounging out 
his hours of duty on the bridge, but who have a brow on 
which, in lines indelible, are scored a dreary account of the 
world's hard dealings with them. Painfully puckered mouths 
have these, and an air of such sad, sage experience tliat oue 
might fancy, not that these were young people who would 
one day grow to be old women, but rather that, by some in- 
version of the natural order of things, they had once been 
old and were growing young again, — that they had seen 
seventy at least, but had doubled on the brow of the hill of 
age, instead of crossing it, and retraced their steps, imtil they 
arrived back again at thirteen ; the old, old heads planted on 
the young shoulders revealing the secret. 

This, the most melancholy type of the grown-up neglected 
infant, is, however, by no means the most painful of those 
that come trooping past in such a mighty hurry. Some are 
dogged and sullen-look Ln^, and appear as though steepod to 
numbness in the comfortless doctrine, " What can't be cured 
must be endured " ; as if they had accjuircd a certain sort of 
surly relish for the sours of existence, and partook of them 
as a matter of course, without even a wry face. These are 
not of the sort that excite our compassion the most ; neither 
are the ailing and sickly-looking little girls, whose tender con- 
stitutions have broken down under pressure of the poison in- 
haled in the crowded workroom, and long hours, and countless 
trudgings, early and late, in the rain and mire, with no better 
covering for their shoulders than a flimsy mantle a shower 
would wet through and through, and a wretched })air of old 
boots that squelch on the pavement as they walk. Pitiful as 
are these forlorn ones to behold, there is, at least, a grim 
satisfaction in knowing that with them it cannot last. The 
creature who causes us most alarm is a girl of a very different 
type. 
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This is the flashy, flaunting " infant," barely fourteen, and 
with scarce four feet of stature, but self-possessed and bold- 
eyed enough to be a " daughter of the regiment,** — of a 
militia regiment even. She consorts with birds of her own 
feather. Very little experience enables one to tell at a glance 
almost how these girls are employed, and it is quite evident 
that the terrible infant in question and her companions 
are engaged in the manufacture of artificial flowers. Their 
teeth are discolored, and there is a chafed and chilblainish ap- 
pearance about their nostrils, as though sufiering under a 
malady that were best consoled with a pocket-handkerchiefl 
The symptoms in question, however, are caused by the poison 
used in their work, — arsenite of copper, probably, that dead- 
ly mineral being of a " lovely green," and much in fiivor 
amongst artificial florists and their customers. Here they 
come, unabashed by the throng, as though the highway were 
their home, and all mankind their brothers ; she, the heroine 
with a bold story to tell, and plenty of lau^ter and free ges- 
ticulation as sauce with it. She is of the sort, and, Grod help 
them ! they may be coimted by hundreds in London alone, in 
whom keen wit woidd appear to be developed simultaneoxisly 
with ability to walk and talk. Properly trained, these are 
the girls that grow to be clever, capable women, — women of 
spirit and coxuage and shrewd discernment. The worst of it 
is that the seed implanted will germinate. Hunger cannot 
starve it to death, or penurious frosts destroy it. Untrained, 
it grows apace, overturning and strangling all opposition and 
asserting its paramount importance. 

This is the girl who is the bane and curse of the work- 
room crowded with juvenile stitchers or pasters, or workers 
in flowers or beads. Her constant assumption of light-heart- 
edness draws them towards her, her lively stories are a relief 
from the monotonous drudgery they are engaged on. Old 
and bold in petty wickedness, and with audacious pretensions 
to acquaintance with vice of a graver sort, she entertains 
them with stories of "sprees" and "larks" she and her 
friends have indulged in. She has been to " plays " and to 
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|*AincinpTOomB," and to the best of her nhility (vnd mcann 
! dcmonHtrotes the latest fashion in her own attire, niid 
I Teara her draggle-tail flinders of Inco luid ribbou iu sunh an 
«uy and old-fuithionablo maimer, poor little wrvtuh, as to iiu- 
o with the conviction that she munt have been lued 
to tluA Bort of thing since the time of bur ttbortoMtiiiK ; 
Thiob must hav<3 been many, many yam ufrn. Khs hiM 
money to spend ; not much, but suflicicnt for tho piirchasa 
of luxuries, the commmption of which inflict cruel pao)^ ua 
the hungry-eyed beholders. She is a person whose iutimncy 
b worth cultivating, and they do cultiva.to it, with what re- 
sult need not be here described. 

At fifteen the London factory-bred girl in her vulgar wuy 
I has tlie worldly knowledge of the ordbary female of eighteen 
I or twenty. She bus her " young nuin," and auc<nnpanies him 
l«f evenings to "sing-songs" and raffles, and on high days 
Equd hohdays to Hampton by the shilling van, or to Grecn- 
Ipwich by the uxpenny boat. At sixteen she wearies of the 
Kblvolities of eweetbearting, and the young man being ngroe- 
r rt)lo the pair embark in honeokecpiug, and "settle down." 

Perbupa they luiirry, and be it distiuttly uiiderslooil, wliiit- 
ever has been said to the contrary, the estate of matrimony 
amongst ber class is not lightly esteemed. On the contrary, 
it is a oentiaet in whidi so much pride is taken that the cer< 
tifioate attsstmg its due perfonnanoe is not uncommonly dis- 
played on the wall of the living^oom as a choice print or 
picture might be ; with this singular and unacooimtaUe dis- 
tinction, that, when a clock is reckoned with the ether house- 
hold furniture, the nuuriage certificate is idmoat invariably 
hung under it It was Mr. Catlin of the Cow Cross Mission 
who first drew my atteutioa to this strange observance, and 
in our many ezploratiena into the horrible courts and alloys 
in the vicinity of his mission-house he frequently pointed out 
instances of this strange custom ; but even be, who is as 
learned in the habits and customs o[ all manner of outcasts 
of civilisation as any man Hviug, was nuable to eipwn its 
(aigim When questioned on the subject the common answer 
was, " They say that it *r 'unVv *" 
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It is the expense attending the process that makes matri- 
mony the exception and not the rule amongst these people. 
At least this is their invariable excuse. And here, as bearing 
directly on the question of '^ neglected infants/' I may make 
mention of a practice that certain well-intentioned people are 
adopting with a view to diminishing the prevalent sin of the 
unmarried sexes herding in their haimts of poverty, and liv- 
ing together as man and wife. 

The said practice appears sound enough on the sur&ce. It 
consists simply in marrying these erring couples gratis. The 
missionary or scripture reader of the district who, as a ride, 
is curiously intimate with the family affiurs of his flock, 
calls privately on those young people whose clock, if they 
have one, ticks to a bairen wall, and makes the tempting 
offer, — banns put up, service performed, beadle and pew- 
opener satisfied, and all free ! As will not imcommonly hap- 
pen, if driven into a comer for an excuse, the want of a jack- 
et or a gown *^ to make a 'spectable 'pearance in " is pleaded ; 
the negotiator makes a note of it, and in all probability the 
difficulty is provided against, and in due course the marnage 
is consummated. 

This is all very well as far as it goes, but to my way of 
thinking the scheme is open to many gra^e ^'ections. In 
the first place, the instinct that incites peopie to herd like 
cattle in a lair is scarcely the same as induces them to blend 
their fortunes and live " for better, for worse ** till the end of 
their life. It requires no great depth of affection on the 
man's part to lead him to take up with a woman who, in con- 
sideration of board and lodging and masculine protection, will 
create some semblance of a home for him. In his selection 
of such a woman he is not governed by those grave consider^ 
ations that undoubtedly present themselves to his mind when 
he meditates wedding himself irrevocably to a mate. Her 
history, previous to his taking up with her, may be known to 
him, and though perhaps not all that he could wish, she is as 
good to him as she promised to be, and they get along pretty 
well and don't quarrel very much. 



KEGLECrED CIIILHRES. 17 

Niiw, although not one word can be urged in favor of this in- 
iquitous and shocking arrangement, is it quit« certain thiil a. 
freat good iit achieved bj inducing such a coupio to tio theiti- 
together in the sacred bonds of matrimony J It is irnt 
ft marriage of choice, as all mairiagos sbouM be. If the p^ijr 
tlisd been bent on church marriage and earnestly desired it, it 
h absxird to suppose that the few necessary sliilliugs, the prion 
■rf its performance, would have deterred them. If Uioy hold 
itbe sacred ceremony of so small account as to rogtkrd it oa 
irell dispensed with as adopted, it is no very great triumph 
'Of tho cause of religion and morality that the balanco is de- 
•dded by a gown or a jacket, in addition to tho goodwill of 
-fiio missionary (who, by the by, is generally the distributor 
'Of the alms of the charitable) being thrown iuto the scale. 
To be sure, the man is not compelled to yield to the pcr- 
of those who would miike of liim a credit*iblo memlwr 
iety ; he is nut compelled to it, but he can hardly Ikj 
I regarded as a free ageat If the pair have children already. 
t the woman will be only too anxious to second the solicitatiou 
P of her friend, and so secure to herself legiil protection in ad- 
dition to that that is already secured to her through her 
mate's acquired regard for her. Then it is so difficult to 
combat the si^nple question, "Why noti" when all is so 
generonsly arranged — even to the providing a real gold ring 
to be worn in place of the common brass make-believe — and 
nothing remains but to step round to the parish church, 
where the minister is waiting, and where in a quarter of an 
hour the great and good and lasting work may be accom- 
{dished. The well-meaning missionary asks, " Why not 1 " 
The woman, ui^d by moral <»: mercenary motives, ecboes the 
momentous query, and both stand with aims presented, in a 
manner of speaking, to hear the wavering one's objection. 
The wavering one is not generally of the far-seeing sort. In 
hb heart he does not care as much as a shilling which way it 
is. He does not in the least trouble himself from the re- 
gions and morol point of view. JVTien his adviser says, 
"Just consider how much easier vnnr 'v)iiu'iRni'A will bn if 
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you do this act of justice to the woman whom you have selected 
as your helpmate," he wags his head as though admitting it, but, 
having no conscience about the matter, he is not very deeply 
impressed. Nine times out of ten the summing up of hii 
dehberation is, ** I don't care ; it won't cost me nothing ; lei 
'em have their way." 

But what, probably, is the upshot of the good missionary's 
endeavors and trimnph 1 In a very little time the gilt ¥rith 
which the honest adviser glossed the chain that was to bind 
the man irrevocably to marriage and morality wears off. 
The sweat of his brow will not keep it bright ; it rusts it. 
He feels, in his own vulgar though expressive language, that 
he has been '' bustled " into a bad bargain. '^ It is like this 
'ere," a matrimonial victim of the class once confided to me ; 
" I don't say as she is n't as good as ever, but I am bio wed if 
she 's all that better as I was kidded to believe she would 
be." 

'' But if she is as good as ever, she is good enough.'' 
" Yes, but you have n't quite' got the bearing of what I 
mean, sir, and I haint got it in me to put it in the words like 
you would. Good enough before is n't good enough now, cos 
it haint hoptional, don't you seel No, you don't. Well, 
look here. S'pose I borrer a barrer. Well, it 's good enough 
and a conwenient size for laying out my stock on it. It goiM 
pooty easy, and I pays eighteen pence a week for it and I 'm 
satisfied. Well, I goes on all right and without grumbling, 
till some chap he ses to pie, * What call have you got to borrer 
a barrer when you can have one of your own ; you alwis wafU 
a barrer, don't you know, why not make this onayour ownt* 
* Cos I can't spare the money,' I ses. * O,' he ses, * I *11 find 
the money and the barrer 's youm, if so be as you 11 promise 
and vow to take up with no other barrer, but stick to this 
one so long as you both shall live.' Well, as aforesaid, it 's a 
tidy, useful barrer, and I agrees. But soon as it 's mine, don't 
you know, I ain't quite so careless about it. I overhauls it, 
iu a manner of speaking^ and I 'm more keerful in trying the 
balance of it in hand when the load 's on it. Well, maybe I 



NEGLECTED CHILDBEN. 19 

and out ■wLat I never before troubled myself to look for, 
Tkeie 's a bctcw out here and a bolt wanted there. Hare it 'k 
Teak, ftnd there it's iigly. I dvpcllfi on it in my mind 
oOQBtant. I 've never got that there barror out of my licnd, 
a&d pVapB I nuike too much of the weak pints of it. 1 gut« 
to migtruBt it, ' It 's all middling right, juat now, old womim, 
— old barrer, I mean,' I sea to myself, ' but you '11 be a jiifiy- 
iagme a trick odo day, I'm afmid.' Well, I go on being 
ofritid, which I shouldn't be if I wiia only a borrower." 

"But you should not forget that the Imutow, tii tidnpt. 
your own ungallaut figure of speech, iit not iirconntjtlilB 
for theae dreads and siispiuious of yotint ; it will last yon tin 
long and as well aa though you hiul continued a, burrnwer ; 
you will admit that, at least ! " 

" I don't know. Ltut, yes ! That 's the beggxjiii;; pari 
of it Ah, well ! p'r'aps it 'b all right, but I 'ra Went if I oan 
stand being haunted like 1 am now." 

Nothing that I could say would add force to the argument 
of my eostermonger friend, as set forth in his parable of thu 
" barrer." Applying it tn thu (]iiestii>u tindm- disruBsinn, I do 
iii>t m«an to attribute to the deceptiveness of the barrow of 
to its premature breaking down, the spilling into the gutter 
of all the unhappy children there discovered. My main 
reaaon for admitting the eridenoe in question was to endeavor 
to show that as a pet means of improving the morality of 
our courts and alleys, and consequently of diminiBhing the 
gutter population, the modem idea <4 arrestit^ fornication 
and eoooubioage, by dragging the pair there and then to 
chuit^ and making thtoi man and wife, is open to serious 
olj^eotiona. The. state of matrimony is not good for such 
folk. It vaa nerer intended for them. It may be as neces- 
sary to healthful life ae easing is, but no one would think of 
t^ing a man starved, and in the last extremity for lack of 
wholesome aliment, and setting before him a great dish of 
solid food. It may be good for him by and by, but he must 
be ln^>ught along by d^rees, and fitttHl for it Undoubtedly 
a great eouroe of our ab^idonod "ri'**'T nhiWren "■ay *^ 
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found in the shocking herding together of the sexes in the 
vile *' slums " and back places of London, and it is to he 
sincerely hoped that some wise man will presently devise a 
speedy preventive. 

In a recent report made to the Commissioners of Sewen 
for London, Dr. Letheby says: '' I have l>een at much paint 
during the last three months to ascertain the precise condi* 
tions of the dwellings, the habits, and the diseases of ths 
poor. In this way 2,208 rooms have been most circumstan- 
tially inspected, and the general result is that nearly all of 
them are filthy or over-crowded, or imperfectly drained, or bad- 
ly ventilated, or out of repair. In 1,989 of these rooms, aU 
in fact that are at present inhabited, there are 5,791 inmates^ 
belonging to 1,576 families ; and, to say nothing of the too 
frequent occurrence of what may be regarded as a necessitous 
over-crowding, where the husband, the wife, and young funily 
of four or five children are cramped into a miserably small 
and ill-conditioned room, there are numerous instances where 
adults of both sexes, belonging to different families, are 
lodged in the same room, regardless of all the common de- 
cencies of life, and where from three to five adults, men and 
women, besides a train or two of children, are accustomed to 
herd together like brute beasts or savages ; and where every 
human instinct of propriety and decency is smothered. Like 
my predecessor, I have seen grown persons of both sexes 
sleeping in common with their parents, brothers and sisters, 
and cousins, and even casual acquaintance of a day's tramp, 
occupying the same bed of filthy rags or straw ; a woman suf- 
fering in travail, in the midst of males and females of different 
families that tenant the same room, where birth and death go 
hand in hand ; where the child but newly bom, the patient 
cast down with fever, and the corpse waiting for interment, 
have no separation from each other, or from the rest of the 
inmates. Of the many cases to which I have aUuded, there 
are some which have commanded my attention by reason of 
their unusual depravity, — cases in which from three to four 
adults of both sexes, with many children, were lodging in the 



room on the ground floor of No. 5, I found it occupied 
le maUf two women, and two children ; and in it was the 
body of a poor girl who had died in childbirth a few 
before. The body was stretched out on the bare floor, 
3ut shroud or ooffin. There it lay in the midst of the 
^ and we may well ask how it can be otherwise than that 
luman heart should be dead to all the gentler feelings of 
nature, when such sights as these are of common oo- 
moe. 

So close and imwholesome is the atmosphere of some of 
I rooms that I have endeavored to ascertain, by chemicttl 
IS, whether it does not contain some peculiar product of 
[nposition that gives to it its foul odor and its rare powers 
gendering disease. I find it is not only deficient in the 
proportion of oxygon, but it contains three times the 
L amount of carbonic acid, besides a quantity of aqueous 
r charged with alkaline matter that stinks abominably. 
is doubtless the product of putrefaction, and of the various 
I and stagnant exhalations that pollute the air of the place. 
lany of my former reports, and in those' of my predeces- 
jrour attention has been drawn to this pestilential source 
isease, and to the consequence of heaping human beings 
such contracted localities ; and I again revert to it 
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CHAPTER III. 

BABT-FARHINa. 

" Babj-Farmen " and Advertising "Child-Adopters."— "F. X." of 
Stepnej. — The Author's Interview with Fanner Oxleek. — The 
Case of Baby Frederick Wood. 

Althouoh it is not possible, in a book of moderate dimea- 
sions, such as this, to treat the question of neglected children 
with that extended care and completeness it undoubtedly de- 
serves, any attempt at its consideration would be glaring^ 
deficient did it not include some reference to the modem aud 
murderous institution known as " baby-farming." 

We may rely on it that we are liunentably ignorant both 
of the gigantic extent and the pernicious working of this 
mischief. It is only when some loud-crying abuse of the 
precious system makes itself heard in our criminal courts, and 
is echoed in the newspapers, or when some adventurous 
magazine-writer, in valiant pursuit of his avocation, directs 
his inquisitive nose in the direction indicated, that the puUio 
at large hear anything either of the farmer or the farmed. 

A year or so ago a most atrocious child-miu'der attracted to- 
wards this ugly subject the bull's-eye beams of the press, and 
for some time it was held up and exhibited in all its nauseating 
nakedness. It may be safely asserted that during the pro- 
tracted trial of the child murderess, Mrs. Winser, there was 
not one horrified father or mother in England who did not 
in terms of severest indignation express his or her opinion ci 
how abominable it was that such scandalous traffic in baby 
flesh and blood should, through the law's inefficiency, be 
rendered possible. But it was only while we, following the 
revolting revelations, were subject to a succession of shocks 
and kept in pain, that we were thus virtuous. It, was only 
while our tender feelings were suffering excruciation from the 
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harrowing story of baby torture that we shook in wrath 
against the torturer. Ck>nsidering what our sufferings were 
(and from the manner of our crying out they must have been 
truly awful) we recovered with a speed Httle short of miracu- 
lous. .Barely was the trial of the murderess concluded and 
the court cleared, than our fierce indignation subsided from 
its bubbling and boiling, and quickly settled down to calm 
and ordinary temperature. Nay, it is hardly too much to say 
that our overwrought sympathies as regards baby neglect 
and murder fell so cold and flat that little short of a second 
edition of Herod's massacre might be required to raise them 
again. 

This is the imhappy fate that attends nearly all our great 
social grievances. They are overlooked or shyly glanced at 
and kicked aside for years and years, when suddenly a utmy 
spark ignites their smouldering heaps, and the eager tuwu 
oooks a splendid supper of horrors at the gaudy conflagnitioii ; 
but having supped full, there ensues a speedy distaste for 
flame and smoke, and in his heart every one is chiefly anxious 
that the fire may biun itself out, or that some kind hand will 
smother it. "We have had enough of it." That is tlio 
phrase. The only interest we ever had in it, which was 
nothing better than a selfish and theatricivl interest, is ex- 
hausted. We enjoyed the bonfire amazinn^ly, but we have no 
idea of tucking back our coat-sleeves and handlin^i: a shovel or 
a pick to explore the unsavory depth and origin of the llare- 
up, and dig and dam to guard against a repetition of it. It 
is sufficient for us that we have endured without flinchin<^ the 
sensational horrors dragjjjed to light ; let those who dragged 
them forth bury them again ; or kill them ; or be killed by 
them. W"e have had enough of them. 

Great social grievances are not to be taken by storm. 
They merely lx)w their vile heads while the wrathful blast 
passes, and regain their original position innnediately after- 
w^ards. So it was with this business of baby-farming, and tlie 
tremendous outcry raised at the time w^hen the wretch Winser 
was brought to trial. There o^-e certain new«Tja])^r« in whriso 
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adyertisement columns the baby-farmer advertises for ** Ihre 
stock " constantly, and at the tune it was observed with great 
triumph by certain people that since the vile hag's detection 
the advertisements in question had grown singularly few and 
mild. But the hope that the baby-farmer had retired, re- 
garding his occupation as gone, was altogether delusive. He 
was merely lying quiet for a spell, quite at his ease, making 
no doubt that business would stir again presently. Some- 
body else was doing his advertising, that was alL If he had 
had any reasonable grounds for supposing that the results of 
the appaUing facts brought to light would be that the Legis- 
latiure would bestir itself and take prompt and efficacious 
steps towards abolishing him, it would have been different 
But he had too much confidence in the sluggardly law to 
suppose anything of the kind. He knew that the details of 
the doings of himself and his fellows would presently sicken 
those who for a time had evinced a relish for them, and that 
in a short time they would bid investigators and newspapen 
say no more, — they had had enough of it 1 When his sa- 
gacity was verified, he found his way leisurely back to the 
advertising columns again. 

I have spoken of the baby-farmers as masculine, but that 
was merely for convenience of metaphor. No doubt that the 
male sex have a considerable interest in the trade, but the 
n^otiators, and ostensibly the proprietors, are women. As I 
write, one of the said newspapers lies before me. It is a 
daily paper, and its circulation, an extensive one, is essential- 
ly amongst the working classes, especiallt^ amanffsi vforkkig 
girls and women. 

The words italicized are worthy particular attention as re- 
gards this particular part of my subject. Here is a daily 
newspaper that is maiidy an advertising broadsheet. It is an 
old-estabhshed newspaper, and its advertisement columns may 
be said fairly to reflect the condition of the female labor 
market over vast tracts of the London district. Column after 
column tells of the wants of servants and masters. '^ Cap- 
hands," " foather-hands," " artificial flower-hands," " chenille- 
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," hands for the moniifaoture of " chignons " and " hair- 
jKta" and " tioad work," and all mfinnar of " plaiting " and 
S^ quilling" and ■' ftaufferliig " in riblwn and uet and musUu, 
Contributing towa,rds the thouHand and ono orticJes thut etuok 
Qie "ianoy" trade. There are more newspctpcrs than aao 
ihat aspire as mediums between employers and etaplured, but 
^is, befwe all others, ia t/i« nowspajier, daily eonnod by 
tbousands of girls and women in search of work of th» kind 
above mentioned, and it ia in this nGWB])a|>er tliHl tbu buby- 
Surmer tisbea wholesale for customera. 

I write " wholeaale," and surely it in nothing eUe. To llio 
wuoitiated in this peculiar branch of the world's wickiHltii^M 
it would aeom that, aa an artiele of nt>gotintion, u biitiy 
would Hgure rarer than anything;, and in their mnocenco 
they miglit be fairly guided to this eonolusiou on the ovi- 
dBiice of their personal experience of the unflinohing love 
ti parents, though never bo poor, for their children ; yet in 
^ aiugle number of thiii newspiper, published every diiy 
vt the week and all the year round, be it borne in mhid, 
^>pear no loss than eleven sepamte advertisements, eni- 
auatiug from iudividiiiil^i sulitiloui fi>i- the i.~.n\\ weekly, 
montUy, yearly — anyhow, of other people's children, and 
that on terms odorous of starvation at the least in every 
meagve figure. 

It is evident at a g^ce that the advertisers seek for coa- 
tomen and ezpeot none other than irom among the sorely 
luiudied and poverty-strioken class that specially patronize the 
ii«wipq>er in question. The complexion, tone, and terms of 
their villanously cheap su^estions for child adoption are 
most cunningly shaped to meet the possible requirements of 
some unfortunate work-girl, who, earning while at liberty 
never mere than seven or eight shillings a week, finds her- 
self hampered with an infimt for whom no father is forthcom- 
ing. There can scarcely be imagined a more terrible enciun- 
brance than a young baby is to a working girl or woman so 
eircumatanced. Very oilen she has a home before her dia- 
aster announced itself — her "«* Mn^e ^Ht 's. -v'^h her 



26 THE SEVEN CURSES OF LONDON. 

parents, — and in her shame and disgrace she aoandcms i^ 
determined on hiding away where she is unknown, '^ keeping 
herself to herself." She has no other means of earning a 
livelihood excepting that she has been used to. She is a 
^ cap-hand," or an '' artificial-flower hand," and such work is 
always entirely performed at the warehouse immediately 
under the employer's eye. What is she to do 1 She cannot 
possibly carry her baby with her to the shop and keep it with 
her the Uvelong day. Were she inclined so to do, and couU 
somehow contrive to accomplish, the double duty of nuno 
and flower-weaver, it would not be allowed. K she stays at 
home in the wretched little room she rents with her infant^ 
she and it must grow hungry. It is a terrible dilemma for a 
young woman *^ all but " good, and honestly wiUing to aocept 
the grievous penalty she must pay if it may be accomplished by 
the labor of her hands. Small and puny however the poor un* 
welcome little stranger may be, it is a perfect ogre of iapa« 
city on its imhappy mother's exertions. Now and then an 
instance of the self-sacrificing devotion exhibited by those 
unhappy mothers for their fatheriess children creeps into 
print There was held in the parish oi St Luke's, last 
summer, an inquest on the body of a neglected infant, aged 
seven months. The woman to whose care she was confided 
had got drunk, and left the poor little thing exposed to 
the cold, so that it died. The mother paid the drunken 
nurse four-and-sixpence a week for the child's keep, and it 
was proved in evidence that she (th^ mother) had been 
earning at her trade of paper-bag making never more than 
six-and-threepence per week during the previous five months. 
That was four-and-sixpence for baby and one-and-ninepenei 
for herself. 

I don't think, however, that the r^ular baby-farmer is a 
person habitually given to drink. The successful and lucra- 
tive prosecutiou of her business forbids the indulgence. 
Decidedly not one of the eleven advertisements before men* 
tioned read like the concoctions of persons whose heads were 
muddled with beer or gin. Here is the first one :— 
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pitn^lSE CHILD WANTED, OK TO ADOPT.— Tho 
I ■^* Adverliaer, a Widow with a little dajiiy of iier own and • 
t ]CO(ler&t« allowauce from her lato husband's friendi, would be g\ai 
I fo accept the charge of ft young child. Age no objocU U sicklf 
I yonld reccirc a parent's cora. Terms, Fifteen Shillings a mooUi * 
I cr would adopt cnlirtly if under two montUs for the aniall sum of 
I SPwelve pounds. 

Women ai-o shrewder than men at understand ing thew 
matters, and the advertisement ia addi^as^d to women ; Init 
r I doubt if a. man would he iJar wrong io setting duwu tho 
" widow lady with a Httie family of her own," aa one of tlioso 
moustere in woman's clothing who go about seeking for bahicit 
to devour. Her " moderate allowance," bo artlossly iutroduevd, 
is intended to convey to the unhappy mother hut half ro- 
solved to part with hor encumbrance, that possibly iho 
vidoVs LUo husband's fricnda settle her butcher's and baki^r'it 
tills, and that under such circiuustnnces the widow woidd 
IBitually bo that fifteen Bhillinga a month in pocket, for iho 
■mall trouble of entering tho little stranger with her own in- 
"ieresting little flock. And what a well-bred, cheerful, and 
kindly Lchavod httlu ilitck it must Iw to have no oljjci:tu>n to 
add to its number a young child aged one mouth or twelve, 
uofc or well 1 Fancy such an estimable person as the widow 
bdy ^fraising her parental care at ao low a figure as three- 
and-ninepmce & week, — sevenpence &rthing a day, includ- 
ing Sundays ! But, after all, that is not so cheap as the 
taking the whole and sole charge of a child, sick or well, 
mind you, to nourish and clothe, and educate it from the 
age of two months till twelve years, say 1 To be sure, the 
vidow lady stipulates that the child she is ready to 
"adopt" must be under two months, and we all know how 
precaiioua ia infantine existence, and at what a vonder- 
fiilly low rate the cheap undertakers bury babies in these 
days. 

Another of the precious batch of eleven speaks plainer, 
and comes' to the point without any prelimmary walking 
round it : — ■ 
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A DOPTION. — A person wishing a lasting and comfortable 
-^ home for a young child of either sex will find this a good op- 
portunity. Advertisers having no children of their own are about 
to proceed to America. Premium, Fifteen pounds. Respectable 
references given and required. Address F. X , 

All that is incomplete in the above is the initials ; but one 
need not ask for the ''O" that should come between the 
" F " and " X." After perusing the pithy advertisement^ I 
interpreted its meaning simply this : — Any person possessed 
of a child he is anxious to be rid of, here is a good chance for 
him. Perhaps." F. X." is going to America; perhaps he's 
not. That is kts business. The party having a child to dis- 
pose of need not trouble itself on that score. For " respect- 
able references" read "mutual confidence." I'll take the 
child, and ask no questions of the party, and the party shall 
fork over the fifteen pounds, and ask no questions of me. 
That will make matters comfortable for both parties, 'special- 
ly if the meeting is at a coffee-house, or -at some public build* 
ing, for if I don't know the party's address, of course he can 
have no fear that I shall turn round on him, and return the 
child on his hands. The whole affair might be managed while 
an omnibus is waiting to take up a passenger. A simple 
matter of handing over a bulky parcel and a little one — the 
child and the money — and all over without so much as " good 
night," if so be the party is a careful party, and would n't 
like even his voice heard. 

It may be objected that the seduced factory-girl is scaroelj 
likely to become the victim of " F. X.," inasmuch as she 
never had fifteen pounds to call her own in the whole course 
of her life, and is less likely than ever to grow so rich now. 
And that is quite true, but as well as a seduced, there must 
be a seducer. Not a man of position and means, probably ; 
more likely the fast young son of parents in the butchering, 
or cheesemongering, or grocery interest, — a dashing young 
blade, whose ideas of " seeing life " is seeking that unwhole- 
some phase of it presented at those unmitigated dens of vice, 
the "music-halls," at one of which places, probably, the ac- 
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quaintance terminating so miserably was commenced. Or, 
maybe, instead of the "young master," it is the shopman 
who is the male delinquent ; and, in either case, anything is 
preferable to a " row," and an exposure. Possibly the em- 
barrassed young mother, by stress of necessity, and imperfect 
faith in the voluntary goodness of her lover, is driven to make 
the best of the defensive weapons that chance has thus placed 
in her hands, and her urging for " some little assistance " be- 
comes troublesome. This being the case, and the Devil stej)- 
ping in with " F. X.'8 " advertisement in his hand, the diffi- 
culty is immediately reduced to one of raising fifteen pounds. 
No more hourly anxiety lest " something should tiuii up " to 
explode the secret under the very nose of parents or master, 
no more restrictions from amusements loved so well because 
of a dread lest that pale-faced baby-carrying young woman 
should intrude her reproachful presence, and her tears, into 
their midst. Only one endeavor — a big one, it is true, but 
still, only one — and the ugly ghost is laid at once and for- 
ever ! Perhaps the young fellow has friends of whom he can 
borrow the money. Maybe he has a watch, and articles of 
clothing and jewelry, tliat will pawn for the amount. If ho 
has neither, still he is not entirely without resources. Music- 
halls and dancing-rooms cannot be patronized on bare journey- 
man's wages, and probably already the till has bled slightly, 
— let it bleed more copiously ! And the theft is i)erpetratc(l, 
and " F. X." releases the guilty pair of the little creature 
that looks in its helplessness and innocence so little like a 
bugbear. And it is n't at all unlikely that, after all, papa re- 
gards himself as a fellow deserving of commendation, perhaps, 
but entitled to some pity, and, still more, of approval for his 
self-sacrificing. Another fellow, finding himself in such a 
fix, would have snapped his fingers in Polly's face, and told her 
to do her worst, and be hanged to her ; but, confound it all, 
he was not such a brute as that. Having got the j)oor girl 
into trouble, he had done all he could to get her out of it, — 
clean out of it, mind you. Not only had he done all that he 

could towards this genftrou** '^rtt^. V^nf >nnRir)ornlib^ TYioro +hpn 



30 THE SEVEN CURSES OF LOKDOK. 

he ought ; he had risked exposure as a thief, and the penaUjr 
of the treadmill, and all for her sake ! And so thick-skinned 
is the young fellow's morality, that possibly he is really not 
aware of the double-dyed villain he has become ; that to strip 
his case of the specious wrappings in which he would enTclop 
it, he is nothing better than a mean scoundrel who hai 
stooped to till-robbery in order to qualify himself as an aooes- 
sory to child murder, or worse, — the casting of his own off- 
spring, like a mangy dog, on the streets, to die in a gutter, 
or to live and grow up to be a terror to his kind, — a ruffian, 
and a breeder of ruffians. Nor need it *be supposed that this 
last is a mere fancy sketch. There can be no doubt that if 
the history of every one of the ten thousand of the young 
hiunan pariahs that haunt London streets oould be inquired 
into, it would be found that no insignificant percentage of the 
whole were children abandoned and left to their &te by mod: 
'* adopters," such as " F. X." 

It is these ^* adopters '* of children who should be specially 
looked after, since, assuming that heartless rogueiy is the 
basis of their business dealing, it becomes at once manifest 
that their main source of profit must lie in their ability to 
get rid of their hard bai^ins as soon as possible. From 
fifteen to five-and-twenty pounds would appear to be the sums 
usuaUy asked, and having once got possession of the child, 
every day that the mockery of a bona fide bargain is main- 
tained, the value of the blood money that came with it di- 
minishes. The term " blood money," however, should be ac- 
cepted in a qualified sense. It is quite common for these 
people to mention as one of the conditions of treaty that a 
sickly child would not be objected to, and provided it were 
very sickly it might in ordinary cases have a fair chance of 
dying a natural death ; but the course commonly piirsued by 
the professional childmonger is not to miu*der it either by 
sudden and violent means, or by the less merciful though no 
less svu^ process of cold, neglect, and starvation. Not only 
does death made public (and in these wide-awake times it is 
not easy to hide a body, though a little one, where it may 
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not Bpeedily be fotmd) attract an amount of attentinn that 
were best avoided, but it also enfaula the cxpeiues of biiml. 
A much easier way of getting rid of a cbild, especially if 
it be of that coDveaient age whcu it in able to walk but not 
to talk, ia to convoy it to a strange qiuirtei' of the town and 
there aboodon it. 

And there is something elae in connection with this pain- 
fill phase of the question of neglected diildreu that should 
not be lost sight of. It must not be supiMised tliat every 
child abandoned in the streets is discovered by the jxiliiw and 
finds its way first to the etation-housc, and finally to the work- 
bouse. Very many of them, especially if they are protty- 
looking and engaging children, are vohuitarily adojiled by 
strangers. It might not be unroaaonnbly iinagined that thia 
can only bo the case when tlie uruol abaudounient takes place 
in a neighborhood chioSy inlinbitud by well-to-do people. 
And well would it bo for the community at largo if this sup- 
position were the correct one ; then tlicro would be a chouoo 
that the poor neglected little wuif woiJd bo well cored for 
fiid preserved against the barbarous injustice of being com- 
pelled to fifjlit for his food even before he had shed his milk- 
teeth. But woack'rful as it may accm, it is not in woll-to- 
do quarters that the utterly abandoned child finds protection, 
bat in quarters that are decidedly the worst to do, and that, 
unfortunately, in every possible respect than any within the 
city's limits. The tender consideration of poverty for its 
kind is a phase of humanity that nug^t be studied both with 
iustructioh and profit by these who, tJiroiigh their gold- 
rinuned speotaoles regard deprivation from meat and clothes 
and tha other good things of this world as involving a corre- 
sponding deficiency of virtue and generosity. They have 
grown so accustomed to associate cherubs with chubbiness, and 
cfaubbineas with high respectability and rich gravies, that they 
would, if such a thmg were possible, scarcely be seen convers- 
ing with an ai^l of bony and vulgar type. Nevertheless, it 
is an undoubted &ct, that for one child taken from the streets 
m the hi^y respectable West-end, and privately housed and 
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taken care of, there might be shown fifty who have found 
open door and lasting entertainment in the most povertj- 
stricken haunts of London. 

In haimts of vice too, in hideous localities inhabited solely 
by loose women and thieves. Bad as these people are, they 
will not deny a himgry child. It is curious the extent to 
which this lingering of nature's better part remains with 
these ** bad women." Love for little children in these poor 
creatures seems imconquerable. It would appear as though, 
conscious of the extreme depth of degradation to which they 
have fallen, and of the small amoimt of sympathy that re- 
mains between them and the decent world, they were anxious 
to hold on yet a little longer, although by so slender a thread 
as imreasoning childhood affords. As every one can attest, 
whoso duty it has been to explore even the most notorious 
sinks of vice and criminality, it is quite common to meet with 
pretty little children, mere infants of three or four years old,, 
who are the pets and toys of the inhabitants, especially of the 
women. The frequent answer to the inquiry, " Who does the 
child belong to 1 " is, " 0, he 's anybody's child," which 
sometimes means that it is the oflspring of one of the 
fraternity who has died or is now in prison, but more 
often that he is a "stray" who is fed and harbored there 
simply because nobody owns him. 

But, as may be easily understood, the reign of " pets " of 
this sort is of limited duration. By the time the curly- 
headed little boy of four years old grows to be six, he must 
indeed be an inapt scholar if his two years' attendance at 
such a school has not turned his artless simplicity into mis- 
chievous cunning, and his " pretty ways " into those that are 
both audacious and tiresome. Then clubbing takes the place 
of caressing, and the child is graduaUy left to shift for him- 
self, and we meet him shortly afterwards an active and in- 
telligent nuisance, snatching his hard-earned crust out of the 
mire as a crossing-sweeper, fusee, or penny-paper selling boy, 
or else, more evilly inclmed, he jouis other companions and 
takes up the trade of a whining beggar. Even at that tend^ 
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age his eyes are opened to the ruinous fact that as much may 
be got by stealing as by woi^ing, and he '* tails on,*^ a promis- 
ing young beginner, to the army of twenty thousand 
professional thieves that exact black mail in London. 

Supposing it to be true, and for my part I sincerely l)clicvo 
it, that the ranks of n^lected children who eventually l)e- 
come thieves are recruited in great part from the castaways 
of the mock child-adopter, then is solved the puzzle how it is 
that, among a class the origin of almost every menil)cr of 
which can be traced back to the vilest neighborhood of brutish- 
ness and ignorance, so many individuals of more than the 
average intellect are discovered. Any man who has visited a 
reformatory for boys must have observed this. Let him go 
into the juvenile ward or the school-room of a workhouse, 
either in town or country, and he will find four fifths of the 
lads assembled wearing the same heavy stolid look, indicative 
of the same desperate resignation to the process of learning, 
than which for them could hardly be devised a punishment 
more severe. But amongst a very large proportion of the 
boys who have been rescued not merely from the gutter, but 
out of the very jaws of the criminal law, and bestowcMl in our 
reformatories, how different is their aspect ! Quick-wittod, 
ready of comprehension, bold-cycd, shrewdly observant, one 
cannot but feel that it is a thousand pities that such boys should 
be driven to this harbor of refuge, — that so much good man- 
hood material should come so nigh to being wrecked. But 
how is it that with no more promising nurses than squalor 
and ignorance the boys of the reformatory should show so 
much superior to the boys whom a national institution, such 
as a workhouse is, has adopted, and had all to do with since 
their infancy 1 The theory that many of the boys who by 
rapid steps in crime find their way to a reformatory are 
bastard children, for whose safe-keeping the baby-farmer was 
once briefly responsible, goes far towards solving the riddle. 
The child-adopting fraternity is an extensive one, and finds 
clients in all grades of society, and there can be little doubt 
that in instances innui^erablo ^vh;io ^lipv Joflr iu t^nvinr 'ho 
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penalty of his evil behavior by turning for his bread on the 
treadmill, his brothers, made legitimate by the timely refor- 
mation and marriage of Alley Jack's father, are figuring in 
their proper sphere, and leisurely and profitably developiiig 
the intellect they inherit from their brilliant papa. Alley 
Jack, too, has his share of the family talent, — all the bnun, 
all the sensitiveness, all the '' blood " of the respectable stock, 
a reckless sprig of which is responsible for Jack's being. It 
is only in the natm-e of things to suppose that Jack's blood 
is tainted with the wildness of wicked papa ; and here w© 
have in Alley Jack a type of that bold intellectual viUam 
whose clique of fifty or so, as Lord Shaftesbury recently de- 
clared, is more to be dreaded than as many hundred of the 
dull and plodding sort of thief, the story of whose exploits 
figure daily in the newspapers. 

We have, however, a little wandered away from the subject 
in hand, which is not concerning neglected children who hafe 
become thieves, but neglected children, simply, whose future 
is not as yet ascertained. Speaking of the professional diild- 
farmer, it has been already remarked that his sole objeot, as 
regards these innocents that are adopted for a sum paid 
down, is to get rid of them as secretly and quickly as possible. 
And assmning the preservation of health and life in the 
little mortal to be of the first importance, there can be no 
question that he has a better chance of both, even though his 
treacherous '' adopter " deserts him on a doorstep, than if he 
were so kindly cruel as to tolerate his existence at the 
"farm." It is those unfortunate infants who are not 
" adopted," but merely housed and fed at so much per week 
or month, who are the greater sufferers. True, it is to the 
interest of the practitioners who adopt this branch of baby- 
farming to keep life in their little charges, since with their 
death terminates the more or less profitable contract entered 
into between themselves and the child's parent or guardian ; 
but no less true is it that it is to the " farmers' " interest and 
profit to keep down their expenditure in the nursery at as low 
an ebb as is consistent with the bare existence of its luckless 
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inhabitants. The child is welcome to live on starvation diet 
just as long as it may. It is very welcome indeed to do so, 
since ihe longer it holds out, the larger the numl)er of sliil- 
lings the ogres that have it in chaige will be enabled to grind 
out of its poor httle bones. These are not the '* farmers " who 
append to their advertisements the notification that " children 
of ill-health are not objected to." They are by far too good 
judges for that. What they rejoice in is a fine, robust, 
healthy-lunged child, with whom some such noble sum as a 
shilling a day is paid. Such an article is as good as a gifl of 
twenty pounds to them. See the amount of privation such 
a child can stand before it succiuubs! The tenacity of life in 
children of perfectly sound constitution is proverbial. A 
ha'p'orth of bread, and a ha'p'orth of milk daily wiU sufiioo 
to keep the machinery of life from coming to a sudden stand- 
still By such a barely sufficient link wiU the poor little hel|)- 
less victim be held to life, while what passes as natural causes 
attack and gradually consume it, and drag it down to its 
grave. This, in the baby-farmer's estimation, is a first-rate 
article, — the pride of the market, and without doubt the 
most profitable. The safest too. Children will pine. Tak(»n 
from their mother, it is only to bo expected that thoy should. 
Therefore, when the poor mother, who is working of nights as 
well as days, that " nurse's money " may be punctually paid, 
visits her little one, and finds it thin and j)alo and wjisting, 
she is not amazed, although her conscience smites her cruelly, 
and her heart is fit to break. She is only too thankful to hear 
" nurse " declare that she is doing all she can for the little 
darling. It is her only consolation, and she goes away hug- 
ging it while " nurse " and her old man make merry over gin 
bought with that hard, hard-earned extra sixpence that the 
poor mother has left to buy baby some little comfort. 

I trust and hope that what is here set down will not be 
regarded as mere tinsel and wordy extravagance, designed to 
produce a " sensation " in the mind of the reader. There is 
no telling into whose hands a book may fiill. Maybe, it is 
not altogether impossible eyes may scan this page that have 
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been recently red with weeping over the terrible secret thai 
will keep but a little longer, and for the inevitable launching 
of which provision must be made. To such a reader, with 
all kindliness, I would whisper words of counsel Think not 
*' twice," but many times before you sAopt the ^ readiest " 
means of shirking the awful responsibility you have incoired. 
Rely on it, you will derive no lasting satiflbcticm out of this, 
readiest way, by which, of course, is meant the way to whi<di 
the villanous child-farmer reveals an open door. Be right- 
eously courageous, and take any step rather, as you would I 
am sure if you were permitted to raise a comer and peep 
behind the curtain that conceals the hidden mysteries o£ 
adopted-child murder. 

As a volunteer explorer into the depths ci social mysteries, 
once upon a time I made it my business to invade the den of 
a child-farmer. The result of the experiment was printed m 
a daily newspaper or magazine at the' time,* so I will hers 
make but brief allusion to it I bought the current number 
of the newspaper more than once here mentioned, and dis- 
covering, as usual, a considerable string of child-adopting and 
nursing advertisements, I replied to the majority of them, 
professing to have a child *' on my hands," and signing my- 
self '' M. D." My intention being to trap the villains, I need 
not say that in every case my reply to their preliminary com- 
mimications was couched in such carefully considered terms 
as might throw the most suspicious off their guard. But I 
found that I had under-estimated the cunning of the enemy. 
Although the innocent seeming bait was made as attractive 
and savory as possible, at least half of the farmers to iduxm 
my epistles were addressed vouchsafed no reply. There was 
something about it not to their liking, evidently. 

Three or four of the hungry pike bit, however, one being a 
lady signing herself " Y. Z." In her newspaper" advertise- 
ment, if I rightly remember, persons whom it concerned were 

to address, " Y. Z.," Post Office, Street, Stepney. " Y. 

Z." replying to mine so addressed, said that, as before stated, 
she was willing to adopt a little girl of weakly constitaticm 
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at the terms I suggested, her object being chiefly to secure a 
companion for her own little darling, who had lately, through 
death, been deprived of his own dear little sister. ** Y. Z." 
further suggested that I diould appoint a place where we 
could '* meet and arrange." 

This, however, was not what I wanted. It was quite evi- 
dent, from the tone of the lady's note, that she was not at all 
desirous that the meeting should take place at her abode. 
Again I was to address, " Post Office." To bring matters to 
a condusion, I wrote, declaring that nothing could be done 
unless I could meet '* Y. Z." at her own abode. No answer 
was returned to this my last, and it was evidently the inten- 
tion of " Y. Z.** to let the matter drop. 

I was otherwise resolved, however. I had some sort of 
clew, and was resolved to follow it up. By what subtle arts 
and contrivance I managed to trace " Y. Z." from " Post 
Office " to her abode need not here be recited. Armed with 
her real name and the number of the street in which she re- 
sided, I arrived at the house, and at the door of it just as the 
postman was rapping to deliver a letter to the very party I 
had come uninvited to visit. I may say that the house was 
of the small four or five roomed order, and no more or less 
untidy or squalid than is commonly to be found in the back 
streets of Stepney or Bethnal Green. 

" Oxleek " was the original of " Y. Z.," and of the slat- 
ternly, ragged-haired girl who opened the door I asked if that 
lady was at home. The young woman said that she was out, 
— that she had "gone to the Li-ver." The young woman 
spoke with a rapid utterance, and was evidently in a mighty 
hurry to get back to some business the postman's knock had 
summoned her from. 

" I beg your pardon, miss, gone to the — " 

"Li-ver; where you pays in for young uns' berryins and that," 
she responded ; " she ain't at home, but he is. I '11 call him." 

And so she did. And presently a husky voice from the 
next floor called out, " Hullo ! what is it 1 " 

" Here 's a gentlema" wan^p ^'^^ ^"'l I^^vp '« » le+t**'' "h th^ 
postman jest left." 
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" Ask him if he 's the doctor ; I 've got the young un, I cant 
come down," the husky voice was again heard to exclaim. 

To be sure I was not a doctor, not a qualified practitioner 
that is to say, but as far as the Oxleek family knew me I was 
*^ M. D/' ; and pacifying my grumbling conscience with this 
small piece of Jesuitism, I blandly nodded my head to the 
young woman when she recited to me Mr. Oxleek's query. 

'* Then you 'd better go up, and p'r'aps you would n't mind 
taking this letter up with you,'' said she. 

I went up ; it was late in the evening and candlelight, in 
the room on the next floor that is, but not on the stairs ; 
but had it been altogether dark, I might have discovered 
Mr. Oxleek by the stench of his tobacco. I walked in at the 
half-open door. 

There was Mr. Oxleek by the fire, the very perfection of ui 
indolent, ease-loving, pipe-smoking, beer-soaking wretch as 
ever sat for his portrait. He was a man verging on fifty, I 
should think, with a pair of broad shoulders fit to carry a 
side of beef, and as greasy about the cufis and collar of his 
tattered jacket as though at some early period of his existence 
he had carried sides of beef. But that must have been mimy 
years ago, for the grease had all worn black with age, and the 
shoulders of the jacket were all fretted through by constant 
fnction against the back of the easy-chair he sat in. He wore 
slippers, — at least, he wore ojie slipper ; the other one, all 
slouched down at heel, had slipped off his lazy foot a few 
inches too far for easy recovery, and there it lay. A yU- 
lanously dirty face had Mr. Oxleek, and a beard of at least a 
month's growth. It- was plain to be seen that one of Mr. 
Oxleek's most favorite positions of sitting was with his head 
resting against that part of the wall that was by the side of 
the mantel-shelf, for there, large as a dinner-plate, was the 
black, greasy patch his dirty hair had made. He had been 
smoking, for there, still smouldering, was his filthy little pipe 
on the shelf, and by the side of it a yellow jug all streaked 
and stained "^ith ancient smears of beer. 

He was not quite unoccupied, however ; he was nursing a 
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baby ! He, the pipe-sncking, beer-«wiggiiig, unshaven, dirty, 
lazy ruffian was nursing a poor little creature less than a 
year old, as I should judge, with its small, pinched face repos- 
ing against his ragged waistcoat, in the pocket of which his 
tobacco was probably kept. The baby wore its bedgown, as 
thou^ it had once been put to bed and roused to be niu'sed. 
It was a very old and wofully begrimed bedgown, bearing 
marks of Mr. Oxleek's dirty paws, and of his tobacco-dust, 
and of physic clumsily administered and spilt. It woidd ap- 
pear too much like ^* piling up the agony " did I attempt to 
describe that baby's face. It was the countenance of an in- 
fant that had cried itself to sleep, and to whom pain was so 
&miliar, that it invaded its dreams, causing its mites of 
features to twitch and quiver so that it would have been a 
mercy to wake it. 

" £vening, sir ; take a cheer ! " remarked Mr. Oxleok, quite 
hospitably ; " this is the young un, sir." 

It was very odd. Clearly there was a great mistake some- 
where, and yet as for as they had gone, the proceedings were 
not much at variance with the original text. I was " M. D.," 
and a doctor was expected. " This was the young un," Mr. 
Oxleek declared, and a young one, a bereaved young one who 
had lost his darling playmate, was a prominent feature in his 
wife's letter to me. 

" O, is that the young one 1 " I remarked. 

" Yes ; a heap of trouble ; going after the last, I 'm 
afeard." 

"The same symptoms, eh]" 

"Just the same. Reg'ler handful she is, and no mistake." 

This then was not the " young un " Mrs. Oxleek had written 
about. This w^as a girl, it seemed. 

** Pray, how long is it since a medical man saw the child ] " 
I inquired, I am afraid in a tone that roused suspicion in Mr, 
Oxleek's mind. 

"0, you know, when he came last week, — you're come 
instead of him ] You have come instead of him, have n't you 1 " 

" No, indeed," I replied. " I 've -ome to talk abont t>in,t 
advertisement of 
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Mr. Oxleek for a moment looked blank, but only for a mo- 
ment. He saw the trap just as he was about to set his foot 
in it, and withdrew in time. 

" Not here," he remarked, impudently. 

" But I must beg your pardon, it is here. You foi^get. I 
wrote to you as M. D." 

By this time Mr. Oxleek had seized and lit his short pipe, 
and was puffing away at it with great vigor. 

" You *re come to the wrong shop, I tell you," he replied, 
from behind the impenetrable cloud ; " we don't know no 
* M. D.* nor M. P., nor M. anythink ; it 's a mistake." 

" Perhaps if I show you your wife's writing, you will be 
conyinced 1 " 

" No, I sha'n't ; it 's all a mistake, I tell you." 

I sat down on a chair. 

" Will your wife be long before she retiums 1 " I inquired. 

" Can't say — oh, here she comes ; now p'r'aps you 11 be- 
lieve that you 're come to the wrong shop. My dear, nrhat do 
we know about M. D.'s, or advertising, eh 1 " 

« Nothing." 

Mrs. Oxleek was a short, fat woman, with a sunny smile on 
her florid faoe, and a general air of content about her. She 
had brought in with her a pot of beer and a quantity of poik 
sausages for supper. 

" Nothing," she repeated instantly, taking the cue ; " who 
says that we do r* 

" This gentleman 's been a tacklin' me a good 'im, I can tell 
you ! — says that he 's got your writing to show for summat 
or other." 

" Where is my writing? " asked Mrs. Oxleek, defiantly. 

^' This is it, if I am not mistaken, ma'am." And I dis- 
played it. 

" Ah ! that 's where it is, you see," said she, with a trium- 
phant chuckle, "you are mistaken. You are only wasting 
your time, my good sir. My name is n't * Y. Z.,' and never 
was. Allow me to li^t you down stairs, my good sir." 

And I did allow her. What else could I do t At the same 
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time, sad Mthougb mj invcatt^tiona led to notliiii^ at nil, 
I came away uciuviuv^, ae duubtless tho rciulur ia, tti:it 
Uicre vea uo " mietakc," auil that Mr. and Mra. OiJot-k wvru 
of the tribe of ogres who Cittan on little thildroo. 

Singularly OHOugh, aa I rcvJHO theue ptigcs for the prms, 
tiittre appeiirs iu the uewapnpers a grimly apt ilhisti'atiuu uf 
&e above statement. So exactly do the dettuU uf Uio aum 
to questiou bear out the argiimentii used ia Bupport uf my 
Tiows of baby-farmiug, that I will take the liberty of si'tting 
the mutter before tbe reader juut as it woa set befuru tho 
ourouer. 

'' " An inrestigutioB of a eiugular character was held by Mr. 
Bicbardti on Thursday uijjlit, at the Lord Campbell 'ravoni, 
Bow, rcBpecting the death of Froderiek Wood, uged two yvan 
and three mouths. 

"Miss A. W , of Horton, said dccoasod wna a niiik- 

ly child, and ten months ago witueas took it to Mrs. Savill, uf 
24 Swayton Road, Dow. She paid her four oud hI;([>cucu a 
week to take care of the child. She never saw more than 
two other babies at Mrs. Savill'a house. She tlioM;:rht her 
child was thoroughly attended to. The deceased mot with 
an accident and its thigh was broken, but the doctor said that 
the witDesB need not put herself out in the slightest degree, 
for the child was getting on very well. Witness coidd not 
get away from business more than once a week to see the 
child. She had not seen tho child for five weeks. 

" Mrs. Caroline Savill said she was the wife of a porter in 
the city. The deceased had been with her ten months. She 
put him to bed at nine o'clock on Saturday night, and at half 
past eight on Sunday morning she said to her daughter, ' He 
looks stntnge,' and then qbe put a looking-glass to his mouth 
and found that he was dead. 

" By the Coroner : She could accoimt for the hnien thigh. 
Last October, when she was taking deceased up to bed, she 
slipped down and fell upon the child. She was quite certain 
that she was sober. It was a pair of old hoots that caused 
her to slip. She had eleven children to keen »* B"W. 
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'' A Juryman : You keep, in fact, a baby-farm t 

** Witness : That I must leave to your generosity, gentle- 
men. In continuation, witness stated that out of the eleven 
children y^vf had died. There had been no inquest on either 
of them. The deceased's bed was an egg4x>x with aome 
straw in it. The egg-box was a short one, and was sixteen 
inches wide. The child could not turn in it. She never 
tied deceased's legs together. She never discovered that the 
child's jhigh was broken till the morning following the night 
when she fell on it. He cried and she put him to bed. ^le 
fell upon the edge of the stairs and her weight was on him. 
She sent for a doctor next day. 

" Doctor Atkins said he was called to see the dead body of 
the deceased last Sunday. The child had a malformed chest 
Death had arisen from effusion of serum on the brain fiom 
natural causes, and not from neglect Witness had attended 
the deceased for the broken liiigh. He believed that tbe 
bones had not united when death took place. 

'* The jury, after a long consultation, returned a verdict of 
* death from natural causes ' ; and liiey wished to append a 
censure, but the coroner refused to record it" 

That is the whole of the pretty story of whidi the reader 
must be left to form his own opinion. Should that opinion 
insist on a censure as one of its appendages, the reader must 
of course be held personally responsible for it It is all over 
now. The poor little victim whom a Miss of his name plaoed 
with the Bow " child-farmer," "by leave of your generoaty, 
gentlemen," is dead and buried. It would have been a mercy 
when his unsteady nurse fell on and crushed him on the edge 
of the stairs, if she had crushed his miserable life out, instead 
of only breaking a thigh. Since last October, with one small 
leg literally in the grave, he must have had a dismal time ti 
it, poor little chap, and glad, indeed, must his spirit have been 
when its clay tenement was lifted out of his coffin cradle — 
the egg-box with the bit of straw in it — and consigned to 
the peaceful little wooden house that the cemetery claimed. 
It is ail over with Frederick John Wood ; and his mamma, or 
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whoever he was who waa at liberty only ouce a week to como 
and see him, is releoHed from the onuhing burden hits au^a- 
tenfiiico toipoaed on her, and Mrs. Savill by tbta time baa 
doubtless filled up the egg-box the little boy's demise rendered 
vacant. Why should she sot, when she left the coroner's 
oourt without a stain on her character ? It is all over. The 
enrtain that was raised just a little has been dropped agaiti, 
and the audience has dispersed, and nobody will tliiuk a^in 
of the tragedy the darkened stage ia ready to produce again 
Bt the shortest notice, until the coroner's consUbio rings tho 
bell and the curtain once more ascends. 

And so we shall go ou, unless the law steps in to our aid. 
Why does it not do so 1 It is striugent and vigilant enough 
as regards inferior animals. It has a stern eye for pigs, and 
will not permit them to be kept except on certain iuttexihla 
eonditions. It holds dogs in leash, and permits them to Hto 
only as contributors to her Majesty's Inland lleveniiu. It 
holds its whip over lodging-honse keepers, and under frightfid 
pains and penalties thoy may not swindle a lodger of one out 
of his several hundred regidation feet of air ; but it takes no 
faeed of the cries of its perwcuted babes and sucklings. Any 
one may start as a ja^essed adopter of children. Any one, 
howerer ignorant and iHUtal, and given to slipinng down 
stairs, may start as a baby-farmer, with liberty to do as she 
pleases with the helpless oreaturea placed in her charge. 
What she jdeasea first of all to do, as a matter of course, is 
to para down the cost of her charge's keep, so that she may 
make a liviBg of the paring As has been seen, she need not 
ereo find them beds to hs on ; if she be extra eoonomioal, an 
^^-hox irith a handful of straw will do as weU. 

Asd is there bo remedy for this 1 Would it not be possible 
at' least to issue lioeDses to baby-keepers as they are at present 
issued to cow-keepers t It may appear a brutal way of put- 
ting tho matter, but it becomes less so when one considers 
how much at present the brutes have the best of it. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

WORKING BOYB. 

The London Errand Bov. — His Drudgery and PriyationB. — Hia Temp: 
tations. — The London Boy after Darkl — The Amusements proYided 
for him. 

The law takes account of but two phases of human ex- 
istence, — the child irresponsible and the adult responsible, 
and overlooks as beneath its dignity the important and 
well-marked steps that lead from the former state to the 
latter. 

Despite the illegality of the proceeding, it is the intentkm 
of the writer hereof to do otherwise, aware as he is, and as 
every thinking person may be, of how critical and all-imper- 
tant a period in the career of the male human creature is 
'* boy hood." Amongst people of means and education, the grave 
responsibility of seeing their rising progeny safely through the 
sadly perilous ^ middle passage " is fully recognized ; but it is 
different with the laboring classes, and the very poor. 

It is a lamentable fact, that at that period of his existence 
when he needs closest watching, when he stands in Qeed jof 
healthful guidance, of counsel against temptation, a'iK>j,' the 
son of laboring parents, is left to himself, almost free to fol- 
low the dictates of his inclinations, be they good or bad* 
Nothing than this can be more injudicious, and, as regards the 
boy's moral culture and worldly welfare, more unjust. Not, 
as I would have it distinctly understood, that the boy of 
vulgar breeding is by nature more pregnable to temptation 
than his same age brother of genteel extraction ; not because, 
fairly tested with the latter, he would be the first to succumb 
to a temptation, but because, poor fellow, outward circum- 
stances press and hamper him so unfairly. 

It has recently come to my knowledge that at the present 
time there is striving hard to attract public attention and 



NEGLECTED CHILDREir. 45 

patronage an institution styled the " Errand Boys' Home." 
It would be difficult, indeed, to overrate the importance of 
such an establishment, properly conducted. Amongst neg- 
lected children of a lai^r growth, those of the familiar 
*' errand boy " type figure first and foremost It would bo 
instructive to leam how many boys of the kind indicated are 
annually drafted into our great criminal army,- and still more 
so to trace back the swift downhill strides to the origintd 
little faltering step that shuffled from the right jiath to the 
wrong. 

Any one who has any acquaintance with the habits and 
customs of the laboring classes, must bo aware that the 
"family " system is for the younger branches, as they grow 
up, to elbow those just above them in age out into the world ; 
not only to make more room at the dinner-table, but to assist 
in its substantial adornment The poorer the family, the 
earlier the boys are turned out, " to out their own grass," as 
the saying is. Take a case — one in ten thousand — to be 
met with to-morrow or any day in the city of London. Tom 
is a little lad, — one of seven or eight, — his father is a la- 
borer, earning, say a guinea a week ; and from the a^e of 
seven Tom has been sent to a penny-a-week school ; j)artly 
for the sake of what learning he may chance to j)ick up, but 
chiefly to keep him " out of the streets," and to eft'ect a simul- 
taneous saving of his monils and of his shoe-leather. As be- 
fore stated, Tom's is essentially a working family. It is Tom's 
father's pride to relate how that he was "turned out" at 
eii^ht, and had to trudge through the snow to work at six 
o'clock of winter mornings ; and that though, on account of 
coughs and chilblains and other frivolous and childish ail- 
ments, he thought it very hard at the time, he rejoices tluit 
he was so put to it, since he has no doubt that it tended to 
harden him and make him the man he is. 

Accordingly, when Tom has reached the ripe ago of ten, it 
is accounted liigh time that he " got a place," as did his father 
before him ; and, as there are a hundred ways in London in 
which a sharp little boy of ten car* hr -nnrlo useful ^'^rv little 
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enormous amount of muscular exertion these little fellows are 
capable of enduring) develops his appetite for eating to a 
prodigious extent. He finds the food he brings from home as 
his daily ration but half suihcient. What are a couple of 
slices of bread, with perhaps a morsel of cheese, considered as 
a dinner for a hearty boy who has perhaps trudged from post 
to pillar a dozen miles or so since his break^ist, carrying loads 
more or less heavy f He hungers for more, and more is con- 
stantly in his sight if he only had the means, a penny or two- 
pence even, to buy it. He makes the acquaintance of otlier 
boys ; he is drawn toward them in hungry, envious curioenty, 
seeing them in the enjoyment of what he so yearns after, and 
they speedily inform him how easy it is to " make " not only 
a penny or twopence, but a sixpence or a shilling, if he has 
a mind. And they are quite right, these young counsellors 
of eviL The facilities for petty pilfering afforded to the shop- 
keeper's errand boy are such as favor momentary evil im- 
pulses. He need not engage in subtle plans for the purloin- 
ing of a shilling or a shilling's worth. The opportunity is at 
his fingers' ends constantly. Usually he has the range of the 
business premises. Few people mistrust a little boy, and he 
is left to mind the shop where the money-till is, and he has 
free access to the store-room or warehouse in which all man- 
ner of portable small goods are heaped in profusion. It is an 
awful temptation. It is not sufficient to urge that it should 
not be, and that in the case of a lad of well-regulated mind 
it would not be. It would perhaps be more to the purpose to 
substitute "well-regulated meals" for "well-regulated minds." 
Nine times out of ten the confessions of a discovered juvenile 
pilferer go to prove that he sinned for his belly's sake. He 
has no conscience above his waistband, poor little wretch ; 
nor can much better be expected, when we consider that all 
his life, his experience and observation has taught him that 
the first grand aim of human ingenuity and industry is to 
place a hot baked dinner on the table of Sundays. To bo 
sure, in the case of his hard-working father he may never 
have known him resort to any other than honest industry ; 



NEGLECTED CHILDBEN. 49 

he never fcimd out that his parent was any other than an 
honest man ; and so long as his father or his employer docs 
not find him out to be any other than an honest boy, matters 
may run smoothly. 

It is least of aU my intention to make out that every er- 
rand boy is a petty thief ; all that I maintain is that lie is a 
human creature just budding into existence as it were in the 
broad furrowed field of life, and that his susceptibilities are 
tender, and should be protected from evil influence with even 
' extraordinary care ; and that instead of which he is but too 
often left to grow up as maybe. In their ignorance and hard 
driving necessity, his parents having given him a spell of 
penny schooling, and maintained him until he has become a 
marketable article, persuade themselves that they have done 
for him the best they can, and nothing remains but for him 
to obey his master in all things, and ho will grow to be as 
bright a man as his father before him. 

It is only necessary to point to the lai^e number of such 
children, for they are no better, who annually swell our crim- 
inal lists, to prove that somewhere a screw is sadly loose, and 
that the sooner it is set right the better it will he for the na- 
tion. The Home for En-and Boys is the best scheme that has 
as yet been put forth towards meeting the difficulty. Its ])ro- 
fessed object, I believe, is to afford shelter and wholesome 
food and healthful and harmless recreation for boys who are 
virtually without a home, and who have ** only a lodging." 
That is to say, a place to which they may retire to sleep come 
bedtime, and for w^hich they pay what appears as a paltry 
sum when regarded as so many pence per night, but which 
tells up to a considerable sum by the end of a week. 

The most important feature, however, of sucli a scheme as 
the Home for Errand Bo^^s embraces, docs not ai)pear in the 
vaunted advantage of reduced cost. Its main attraction is 
, the promise it holds out to provide its lodgers witli suitable 
amusement after work hours and before bedtime. If this 
were done on an extensive scale, there is no telling how much 
real, substantial good might be accnmplished. It i« after work 

8 
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hours that boys fall into mischief. There is no reason why 
these homes should not have existence in various parts of 
London. One such establishment indeed is of little practiGal 
use. If it were possible to establish such places (a careful 
avoidance of everything savoring of the ''asylum" and the 
" reformatory " would of course be necessaiy) in half a doien 
different spots in the immediate neighborhood of the city, 
they would doubtless meet with extensive patronage. They 
might indeed be made to serve many valuable ends that do 
not appear at a first glance. If these '' homes " were estab- 
lished east, west, north, and south, they might be all under 
one management, and much good be effected by reoonmiend- 
ing deserving members for employment. Ther^ might even 
be a provident fund, formed by contributions of a penny or so 
a week, out of which lads unavoidably out of employ oould 
be supported until a job of worie was found for t^em. 

Allusion has, in a previous page^ been made to that danger- 
ous time for working boys, — the time between leaviAg work 
and retiring to bed. It would be bad enough were the boy 
left to his own devices foe squandering his idle time and his 
hard-earned pence. This task, however, is taken out of his 
hands. He has only to stroll up this street and down the 
next, and he will find pitfalls already dug for him ; neatly and 
skilfully dug, and so prettily overspread with oosey carpeting, 
that they do not in the least appear like pitfalls. It may at 
first sight seem that '' neglected children " are least oi all 
likely to make it worth the while of these diggers of pits, but 
it should be borne in mind that the term in question is here 
applied in its most comprehensive sense, that there are chil- 
dren of all ages, and that there are many more ways than one 
of neglecting children. It is evident that young boys who 
are out at work from six till six say, and after that spend the 
evening pretty much how they please, are ^ neglected " in the 
most emphatic meaning of the term. Parent? are not apt to 
think so. It is little that they have to concede him in return 
for his contributions to the common stock, and probably they 
regard this laxity of supervision as. the working boy's due^ — 
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as aomething he has earned, unA which ia hU bj right, llie 
boy himself is nothing backward in claimiug a privile^ he 
accorded to bo many other boys, and it ia the least trou- 
Hesome thing hi the world for the pftrents to grant the favor. 
All that they atipulitte for is that the boy shall be home and 
abed in such good time as ehall enahle him to be up and at 
trork without the loss in the morning of so much &» an hour ; 
vhich ia a loss of just rta many penco aa may hnppen. 

It may not l>e here out of place to make more definite ttllu- 
to the " pitfuHs " abovi! mentioned. Pitfull 1iru:idest and 
deepest is the thesitriciil exhibition, known as tho " penny 
gaff." Some considerable tinju sinee 1 wrote on this aubject 
' in the columna of tho " Morning Star'' ; and as precisely the 
old order of things prevniln, and the nrgumeuts then naml 
against them apply with ecinal fbree now, t will, with the 
reader's permission, save myself further trouble than that 
'Which trauacription iuvelvea. 

Every low district of London has its theatre, er at least an 
humble snbatitute for one, callod in vulgar parlance a " gaff." 
A gaff ia a place in wjiich, according to tho strict interpretn- 
tion of the term, stfijjLi pliivs niny n"t l>e represented. Tho 
actors of a drama may not correspond in colloquy, only in 
pantomime, but the pieces brought out at the "gaff" are sel- 
dcto '<tf an intrioate character, and the not over-fastidious au- 
ditory are wril content vitfa an exhibitiou of dumb show and 
gest<u«, t^t even the dullest comprehension may understand. 
The pnAes of admiaaion to these modest temples of the tragic 
muse are Jndioiously regulated to the means of the neighbor- 
hood, and range from a penny to three pence. There is no 
" half prioe for children," and fbr the simple reason that such 
an arrangement would rednc^ the takings exactly fifty per 
cent. They are all children who support the gaff. Coster- 
monger boys and girls, from eight or nine to fourteen, years 
old, and erraad hc^s and girla employed at factories. As be- 
fore mentioned, every district has its own " gaff." There is 
one near Peter Street, Westminster ; a second in tho New 
Cut, at Lambeth; a third i» wsit-.-^r.^., KWf^t ■ r- fiii.rth. 
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fifth, and sixth between Whiteohapel Church and Ratclifif 
Highway. It maj, without fear of contradiction, be asserted, 
that within a circuit of five miles of St. Paul's, at least twenty 
of these dangerous dens of amusement might be enmnerated. 

At best of times they are dangerous. The best of times 
being when cmrent topics of a highly sensational character 
are lacking, and the enterprising manager is compelled to &11 
back on some comparatively harmless stock piece. But the 
" gaff" proprietor has an eye to business, and is a man un- 
likely to allow what he regards as his chances to slip by him. 
He at once perceives a chance in the modem mania that per- 
vades the juvenile population for a dass of literature com- 
monly known as " highly sensational" He has no literature 
to vend, but he does not despair on that accoimt. He is 
aware that not one in five of the youth who honor his estab- 
lishment with their patronage can read. If he, the worthy 
. gaff proprietor, had any doubts on the subject, he might set- 
tle them any day by listening at his door while an admiring 
crowd of '^ regular customers " flocking thereto speculated on 
the pleasures of the night as foretold in glowing colors on the 
immense placards that adorn the exterior of his little theatra 
They can understand the pictures well enough, but the de- 
scriptive l^ends beneath them are mysteries to which few 
possess the key. If these few are maliciously reticent, the 
despair of the benighted ones is painful to witness, as with 
puckered mouths and knitted brows they essay to decipher 
the strange straight and crooked characters, and earnestly 
consult with each other as to when and where they had seen 
the like. Failing in this, the gaff proprietor may have heard 
them exclaim in tones of but half-assured consolation, " Ah, 
well ! it does n't matter what the reading is ; the piece won't 
be spoke, it '11 be tictedy so we are siure to know all about it 
when we come to-night." 

Under such circumstances, it is easy enough to understand 
the agonized anxiety of low-lived ignorant Master Tomkins in 
these stirring times of Black Highwaymen, and Spring Heel 
Jacks, and Boy Detectives. In the shop window of the news- 



Vendor round tip comer, ho sees dieplnvetl all in a row, r long 
line of "penny numbers," the mere iihistratUmB pcrtiiining to 
which makes his heart pnlpitate, and his hair stir beneutli his 
ragged cap. There he neee bold highwaymen busy at every 
^irauch of their delightful avocation, stopping a lonely tnivej- 
' ler and pressing a pistoi-harrel to his aft'rtghted head, unil l)id- 
'3ing him deliver hia money or his life ; or impeding the way 
of the mail-coach, the captain, hat in hand, courteously rub- 
bing the inside passengers (prominent amongst whom is a 
magnificent female with a low bodice, who evidently is not in- 
^^ sensible to the captain's fiiaoinating manner), while membon 
of his gang are seen in murderons conflict with the coaciinutn 
and the guard, whose doom is but too surely foreshadowed. 
;ain, here is a spirited woodcut of a booted and spurred 
jhwayman in headlong flight from pursuinjj Bow Street offi- 
■a who are close at his heels, and in no way daunted or hurt* 
by the contents of the brace of pistola the (Yigitive ha« mrini- 
'fbstlyjuat discharged point blank at their heads. 

But fairly in the way of the bold rider is a toll-gate, and in 
"a state of wild excitement the toll-gate keeper is soeo grasp- 
ing the long bar that crosses the roed. The tormenting ques- 
tion nt once arises in the mind of Master Tomkins, — is he 
pushing it or pulling itl Is he friendly to the Black Knight 
of the Road or is he notT Master T. feels that his hero's 
fate is in that toll^te man's hands ; he does n't know if he 
should vastly admire him or regard him with the deadliest 
enmity. From the bottom of his heart he hopes that the 
toll-gate man may be friendly. He would cheerfrdly give up 
the old penny he has in his pocket to know that it were so. 
Ho would give a penny for a simple "yes" or "no," and all 
the while there are eight good letter-press pages along with 
the picture that would tell him all about it if he only were 
able to read J There is a scowl on his young face as he ro- 
flecta on this, and bitterly he thinks of his hard-hearted father 
who sent him out to sell fusees when ht ihould have been at 
school learning his ABC, Truly, he went for a short time 
to a Ra^ed School, hv' th-"n ti"- "."»->' Vor.* ..11 the jolly 
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books to himself, — the " Knight of the Road " and that sort 
of thing, and gave him to learn out of a lot of sober dry rub- 
bish without the least flavor in it. Who says that ho is a 
dunce and won't learn 1 Try him now. Buy a few numbers 
of the *' Knight of the Road/! and sit down with him, and 
make him spell out every word of it. Never was boy so anx* 
ious after knowledge. He never picked a pocket yet, but such 
is his present desperate spirit, that if he had the chance of 
picking the art of reading out of one, just see if he would nt 
precious soon make himself a scholar? 

Thus it is with the neglected boy, blankly illiterate. It 
need not be supposed, however, that a simple and quiet pem^ 
sal of the astounding adventures of his ^dlows heroes ftom 
the printed text would completely satisfy the boy with suffi- 
cient knowledge to enable him to spell through a "penny 
number." It whets his appetite merely. It is one thing to 
read about the flashing and slashing of steel blades, and of the 
gleam of pistol-barrels, and the whiz of bullets, and of the 
bold highwayman's defiant " ha ! ha ! " as he cracks the skuU 
of the coach-guard, prep&ratory to robbing the affi*ighted pas- 
sengers ; but to be satisfactory, the marrow and essence of the 
blood-stirring tragedy can only be conveyed to him in bodily 
shape. There are many elements of a sanguinary drama that 
may not well be expressed in words. As, for instance, when 
Bill Bludjon, after having cut the throat of the gentleman 
passenger, proceeds to rob his daughter, and finding her in 
possession of a locket with some gray hair in it, he returns it 
to her with the observation, " Nay, fair lady. Bill Bludjon may 
be a thief: in stem defence of self he may occasionally shed 
blood, but. Perish the Liar who says of him that he respects 
not the gray hairs of honorable age ! " There is not much in 
this as set down in print. To do Bill justice, you must see 
how his noble countenance lights as his generous bosom heaves 
with chivalrous sentiments ; how defiantly he scowls, and 
grinds his indignant teeth as he hisses the word **Liar / " — 
how piously he turns his eyes heavenward as he alludes to 
*^ honorable old age.** It is in these emotional subtleties that 
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Ao hero rises out of the vulgar robber with hU viDanoua 
Wbitechapol cast of coiiiit«tuiuce, and bis great bnnils, liido- 
'^us witb murder etaina, must be witueKHiiil to bo apiireciated. 
It ia the gaff proprietor's bigb aim and aiubitioii to cScvt tliia 
buduble objoct, and tbut he dotm sa with a cousiderabto 
Wuoimt uf, at least, pecuniary Buccess, is proved by his " crowd- 
■td bouses" nightly. 

V that the police are to be rousfd to inereaaed vigilance 
in the Huppresaioa as well as the arrest of crlmiuuhtj, it would 
rell if those in authority directed thuir eapecial atten- 
tion to these penuy tlieatrce. As they at presoDt exist, 
they are nothing better thmi hot^bedH of vioe in iUt vilest 
: Ibrms. Girls and boj-8 of tender age are herded together to 
iritneM the splendid achievements of " dashing bit^hwaymcD," 
mnd of sirens of the Starlight Sail School i uor u this all 
t bad as tliis in, it is really the least port uf tho evil. The 
|ionny "gaff" is usually a small place, and when a BpociiUly 
i> Rtrooious piece produces a corresponding " run," tho '' house " 
ll fs iucapable of containing the vast number of boys and girls 
' who nif,'htly flock to see it Scores would bo turned away 
from the (lours, ;u].l tl.eir h!ilfijcm:e wasted, ut^io it init [or 
the worthy proprietor's ingenuity. I am now speaking of 
what I was aa actual witness of in the jieighborhood of Shore- 
ditch. Beneath the pit uid stage of the theatre was a sort 
of laige kitchen, reached from the end of the passage, that 
was the entrance to the theatre by a fli^t of steep stairs. 
There were no seats in this kitchen, nor furniture of any 
kind. There was a window looking toward the street, but 
this was prudently boarded up. At night time all the light 
allowed in the kitchen proceeded from a feeble and dim goS' 
jet by the wall over the fireplace. 

Wretched and dreary-looking as was this underground 
chamber, it was a source of considerable profit to the pro- 
prietor of the " gaff" overhead. As before stated, when any- 
thing peculiarly attractive was to be seen, the theatre filled 
within ten minutes of opening the besieged doors. Not to 
disappoint the late-comers, however, all who pleased might 
pay and go down stoirp vH' ►Kb ^-irfor"''"'" ii—* i«>nm'>n'^ 
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(it lasted generally about an hour and a half ) terminated. The 
prime inducement held out was, that " then they would be sure 
of good seats." The inevitable result d such an arrangement 
may be easier guessed than described. For my part, I know 
no more about it than was to be derived from a hasty glance 
from the stair-head. There was a stench of tobacco-Bmoke, 
and an uproar of mingled youthful voices, — swearing, chaf- 
fing, and screaming in boisterous mirth. This was all that 
was to be heard, the Babel charitably rendering distinct pro- 
nouncing of blasphemy or indecency imintelligible. Nor was 
it much easier to make out the source from whence the 
hideous clamor proceeded, for the kitchen was dim as a ooal- 
cellar, and was further obscured by the foul tobacco-smoke 
the lads were emitting from their short pipes. A few were 
romping about, — " larking," as it is termed, — but the ma- 
jority, girls and boys, were squatted on the floor, telling and 
listening to stories, the quality of which might but too tmly 
be guessed from the sort of applause they elicited. A. few — 
impatient of the frivolity that surrounded them, and really 
anxious for *^ the play " — stood apart, gazing with scowting 
envy up at the ceiling, on the upper side of which, at friequmit 
intervals, there was a furious clatter of hobnailed boots, be- 
tokening the delirous delight of the happy audience in frill 
view of Starlight Sail, in '' silk tights " and Hessians, dancing 
a Highland fling. Groaded to desperation, one or two of the 
tormented ones down in the kitchen reached up with their 
sticks and beat on the ceiling a tattoo, responsive to the bat- 
tering of the hobnailed boots before mentioned. This, how- 
ever was a breach of "gaff" rule that could not be tolerated. 
With hurried steps the proprietor approached the kitchen 
stairs, and descried me. " This ain't the theeater ; you 've 
no business here, sir ! " said he, in some confrision, as I im- 
agined. " No, my friend, I have no business here, but you 
have a very pretty business, and one for which, when com/es 
the Great Day of Reckoning, I would rather you answer than 
me." But I only thought this ; aloud, I made the gaff pro- 
prietor an apology, and thankfully got off his abominable 
premises. 
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CHAPTER y. 

THE PBOBLBM OF D X L I Y B BAK O E. 

Canoas Problem. — The best Method of Treatment — The " Child of 
the Gntter " not to be entirely abolished. — The gcnaino AUcy-Brcd 
Arab. — The Poor Lambs of the Ragged Flock. — The Tree of Evil 
in oar Midst. — The Breeding-Places of Disease and Vice. 

Thb eurious problem, ''What is the best method of treat- 
ment to adopt towards improving the condition of neglected 
children, and to diminish their number for the future 1 " has 
been attempted for solution from so many points of attack, 
and by means so various, that a bare enumeration of the 
instances would occupy much more space than these limited 
pages afford. 

We may never hope entirely to abolish the child of the 
gutter. To a large extent, as has been shown, he is a natural 
growth of vices that seem* inseparable from our social system : 
he is of the world, the flesh, and the devil ; and, until wo 
purge our grosser nature, and become angelic, we must toler- 
ate him as we must the result of all our ill-breeding. It is a 
thousand pities that it should be so, because, as I have en- 
deavored in these pages to show, the neglected child issuing 
from the soiu-ce here hinted at is by far the most unmanage- 
able and dangerous. Blood is thicker than any water, not 
excluding ditch water ; and the chances are that the unlucky 
" love-child " will not remain content to grovel in the kennel 
to which an accident of birth consigned him, but out of his 
rebellious nature conceive a deadly hatred against the world 
that has served him so shabbily, and do his best to be re- 
venged on it. It is not of the neglected child of this breed 
that I would say a few concluding words, but of the genuine 
alley-bred Arab of the City ; the worthy descendant of a tribe 
that has grown so useH +c "eofle^t that it. ^ee^ards it ns 
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its privilege,* and fiercely resents any move that may be taken 
towards its curtailment. 

If ever a distressed creature had friends, surely this one has. 
From time immemorial it has been the pet of the philanthro- 
pist. Unsavoiy, imsightly bantling as it is, he is never tired 
of fondling it, spending his time and money over it, and hold- 
ing it up to the commiseration of a humane public, and build- 
ing all manner of homes and asylums for it; but he still 
remains on hand. If he would grow up, and after being 
bound 'prentice to a wholesome trade cease to trouble us, there 
would be some satisfaction in the business ; but it never grows 
up. It is Uke the borrowed beggar's brat, that, in defiance of 
the progress of time, never emerges fix)m its bedgown, and 
never grows too big to be tucked under one arm, leaving the 
other at liberty to arrest the charitable passer-by. 

To be sure it is a great consolation to know that, deerpite 
our non-success, the poor little object of our solicitude is in 
no danger of being dropped in hopelessness and abandoned^ 
but it would be encouraging to discover that we were in%Vj^ 
some progress with our main design, which can be nothing 
less than the complete extinction of children of the " gutter ** 
tribe, such as we are now discussing. 

As it is, we are making scarcely any progress at alL I am 
aware that statistics are against this statement, that the tri* 
umphant reports of this and that charity point to a different 
conclusion. This home has rescued so many little ones fix>m 
the streets, — that asylum can show a thousand decently ckid 
and educated children that but for its efforts would at this 
moment be either prowhng the streets, picking up a nKxre pre- 
carious living than the stray dog picks up, or leading the life 
of a petty thief, and rapidly earning his right to penal servi* 
tude. 

This, and much more, is doubtless true, but there renuuns 
the grim fact that our filthy byways still swarm with these 
dirty, ragged, disease-stricken little ones, and as plentifully as 
of yore they infest our highways, an eyesore and a shuddering 
to all decent beholders. If there has occurred any recent 
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(lunmutioii in their number, I should rejoice to know it : Imt 
that «iich is in the least liegreo tlio fiwt, certainly 1 am uot 
justified in assuming iu the face of the ui^cnt appouls dully 
put forth by the wise iu 8uc)i matters, and who never tire of 
urging on the Ijenevoleutly dtapused, that never was tiicro 
Buch need as now to be up and stirring. 

And it can never be otherwiBe while we limit our cliarilalilu 
^ing to providing for those poor Lmba of the ragged flock m ' 
Sist aa they are bred, and cast loose on the chnuca of their 
twing mercifnlly kidnapped and taken cure of. As with india- 
oriminate giving to be^^ftrs, it may bo urged thut wo can never 
.go wrong in mmistering to the distress of the infantine and 
belpleSB. Opportunities of doing so tthould perhaps be Joy- 
fiilly hailed by us as affording wholesome cxcrciKe of our l»e- 
lief in the Christian religion, but we may rely on it tlitit the . 
supply of the essential ingredient towards the said exercise 
irill never be uueqiml to the demand. Our cliaritaljlc exertion 
fcwB in too narrow a channel. It is pure, and of depth im- 
tneasurabk, but it is not broad enough. We have got into a 
habit of treating our neglected children nn an evil unavoid- 
able, and one that must be endiirod nith kindly mid pious 
resignation. We. have a g^geuitia tree of evil rooted in our 
midst, and our great c&to is to collect the ripe seeds it drops 
and provide against their germinating, and we expend as much 
time and money in the process as judiciously applied would 
serve to tear up the old tree from its tenacious holding, and 
forever destroy its mischievous power. No doubt it may be 
justly claimed by the patrons and supporters of homes and 
asylums, that by rescuing these children from the streets they 
are' saved fh>m becoming debased and demoralized as were the 
parents they f^oui^ from, and so, in course of time, by a 
steady perseverance in their system, the breed of gutter 
prowlers must become extinct ; but that is a tedious and 
roundabout method of reform that can only be tolerated until 
a more direct route is discovered, and one that can scarcely 
{HOve satia&ctory to those who look forward to a lifetime re- 
turn for some of tb"!' mviwrft"! raif'tal. 
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We maj depend on it that we shall never make much veal 
progress in our endeavors to check the growth of these seed- 
lings and offshoots of ragged poverty and reckless squalor un- 
til we turn our attention with a settled purpose to the haunts 
they are bred in. Our present system compels us, even in its 
first preliminary steps, to do violence against nature. We can- 
not deal with our babies of the gutter effectually, and with any 
reasonalde chance of success, imtil we have separated them 
entirely from their home. We may tame them and teach 
them to feed out of our hands, and to repeat after us the al- 
phabet, and even words of two and three syllables. We may 
even induce them to shed their bedraggled feathers and adopt 
a more decent plumage ; but they can never be other than 
restless and imgovemable, and unclean birds, while they m- 
habit the vile old parent nest. 

It is these vile old nests that should be abolished. Whik 
they are permitted to exist, while Rosemary Lane, and Peter 
Street, Westminster, and Back Church Lane in Whiteohapel, 
and Cow Cross and Seven Dials, and a himdred similar places 
are tolerated and allowed to floiurish, it is utterly impossible 
to diminish the race of children of the gutter. Why idiould 
these breeding-places of disease and vice and all manner of 
abomination be permitted to cumber the earth ? There is but 
one opinion that these horrid dens are the sources from which 
are derived two thirds of our neglected ragged urchin popula- 
tion. Further, it is generally conceded, that it is not because 
of the prevalence of extreme poverty there ; the filthy little 
public-houses invariably to be found lurking in the neighbor- 
hood of rags and squalor would not be so prosperous if such 
were the case. It is the pestilential atmosphere of the place 
that will let nothing good live in it. You may never purify 
it. It is altogether a rotten carcass ; and if you stuff it to 
the mouth with chloride of lime, and whitewash it an inch 
thick, you y^ill make nothing else of it. It is a sin and a dis- 
grace that human creatures should be permitted to herd in 
such places. One and all should be abolished, and wholesome 
habitations built in their stead. Half-measiu^s will not meet 
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. the case. That has been sufficiently proved but recently, 
when, not for momlity or decency sake, but to make room for 
a railway, a few score of these odious hole-and-corner '< slums " 
were razed to the ground. 

The result was to make bad worse. The wretched occu- 
pants of the doomed houses clung to them with as much 
tenacity as though each abode were an ark, and if they were 
turned out of it, it would be to drown in the surrounding 
flood. YHien the demolishers came with their picks and 
crows, — the honest housebreakers, — and mounted to tlio 
roof, the garret lodgers retreated to the next floor^ and so on, 
debating the ground step by step before the inexorable pick- 
axe, until they were driven into the cellar and could go no 
lower. Then they had to run for it ; but, poor purblind 
wretches, they had lived so long in dungeon darkness, that 
the broad li^t of day was unbearable. Like rats disturbed 
from a drain, all they desired was to escape out of sight and 
hide again ; and again, like rats, they know of neighboring 
burrows and scuttled to them with all speed. 

Ousted from Sliisher's Alley, they sought Grimes's Rents. 
Grimes's Rents were already fully occu[)ied by renters, but 
the present was a calamity that might overtake any one, and 
the desired shelter was not refused. It was a mere matter of 
packing a little closer. The donkey that lodged in the cellar 
was turned into the wash-house, and there was a commodious 
apartment for a large family, and nothing was easier than to 
rig up an old counterpane on an extended string, so convert- 
ing one chamber into two. Hard as it is to believe, and 
in mockery of all our Acts of Parliament for the better order- 
ing of lodging-houses, and our legal enactments regulating 
the number of cubic feet of air every lodger was entitled to 
and might insist on,* in hundreds of cases this condition of 
things exists at the present writing. Within a stone's cast of 
the Houses of Parliament, where sit six hundred wise gentle- 
men empanelled to make what laws they please for improving 
the condition of the people, every one of the said six hundrec 

being an educated mnr» V liV^pro' Y^inH >rM^ ^^llv r/^^-oomi-zinC 



62 THE SEVEN CUBSES OF LONDON. 

the Christian maxim that godliness and cleanliness are identi- 
cal, may be found human creatures housed in places that 
would ruin the health of a country-bred pig were he removed 
thereto. In these same places parents and grown-up and little 
children herd in the same room night and day. Sickness does 
not break up the party, or even the presence of grim Death 
himself. Singularly enough, however, more ceremony is ob- 
served with new life than with old Death. A missionary 
friend related to me the case of a feunily of five inhabiting 
one small room, and the youngest boy, aged thirteen, died. 
The domestic arrangements, however, were not in the least 
disturbed by the melancholy event ; the lad's coffin was laid 
against the wall, and meals were cooked and eaten and the 
two beds made and occupied as usual imtil the day of buriaL 
A little while after, however, the mother gave birth to a child, 
and my friend visiting the family found it grouped on the 
landing partaking of a rough-and-ready tea. It -was voted 
'* undacent to be inthrudin' " until next day. However, the 
decent scruples of the head of the fiunily did not hold out 
beyond that time, and by the evening of the next day the 
old order of things was quite restored. 

How in the name of goodness and humanity can we, under 
such circinnstances, hone to be delivered from the curse of 
neglected children 1 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THEIR NUMBER AND THEIR DIFFICULTIES. 

Twenty Thousand Thieves in London. — What it means. — The Lan- 
guage of " Weeds." — Cleverness of the Pilfering Fraternity. — A Pro- 
test against a Barbarous Suggestion. — The Prisoner's great Difficulty. 
— The Moment of leaving Prison. — Bad Friends. — What becomes 
of Good Resolutions and the Chaplain's Counsel ? — The Criminnrs 
Scepticism of Human Goodness. — Life in '* Little Hell." — The Cow 
Cross Mission. 

The happily ignorant reader, whose knowledge of the crimi- 
nal classes is confined to an occasional glance through the 
police court and Sessions cases as narrated in his morning 
newspaper, will be shocked and amazed to learn that, within 
the limits of the City of London alone, an army of male and 
female thieves, twenty thousand strong, find daily and nightly 
employment. 

It is easy to write " twenty thousand," and easier still to 
read the words. Easier than all to pass them by with but a 
vague idea of their meaning, and perhaps a sympathetic shrug 
of the shoulders for the poor, hard-worked policemen who 
must have such a terrible time of it in keeping such an enor- 
mous predatory crew in anything like order. Still, and with- 
out the least desire to be "sensational," 1 would ask the 
reader, does he fully comprehend what twenty thousand 
thieves in London means 1 Roughly estimating the popula- 
tion of the metropolis as numbering three millions, it meanp 
that amongst us one person in every hundred and fifty is a 
forger, a housebreaker, r pickpocket a shoplifter, a reee'ver nf 
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stolen goods or what not ; a human bird of prey, in short, 
bound to a desperate pursuit of that terrible course of life 
into which yice or misfortune originally casts him ; a wily, 
cunning man-wolf, constantly on the watch, seeking whom he 
may devour. 

Almost every member of this formidable host is known to 
the "police/' but unfortunately this advantage is almost 
counterbalanced by the fact that the police are as well known 
to the majority of the twenty thousand. To their experi- 
enced eyes, it is not the helmet and the blue coat that makes 
the policeman. Indeed, they appear to depend not so much 
on visual evidence as on some subtle power of scent such as 
the fox possesses in discovering the approach of their natural 
enemy. They can discover the detective in his innocent- 
looking smock-frock or bricklayer jacket, while he is yet dis- 
tant the length of a street They know him by his step, 
or by his clumsy affectation of unofficial loutishness. They 
recognize the stiff neck in the loose neckerchie£ They smell 
" trap," and are superior to it. 

There is a language current amongst them that is to be 
met with in no dictionary with which I am acquainted. I 
doubt if even the '' slang dictionary " contains more than a 
few of the following instances that may be accepted as gen- 
uine. It will be seen that the prime essential of '' thieves' 
latin " is brevity. By its use, much may in one or two words 
be conveyed to a comrade while rapidly passing him in the 
street, or, should opportunity serve, during a visit to him 
while in prison. 

To erase the original name or number firom a stolen watch, 
and substitute one that is fictitious — chrutenir&f Jack, 

To take the works from one watch, and case them in an- 
other -:- churching Jack. 

Poultry stealing — beak hunting. 

One who steals from the shopkeeper while pretending to 
effect an honest purchase — a bouncer. 

One who entices another to play at a game at which cheat- 
ing rules, such as card or skittle sharping — a InUtaner. 
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The treadmill, tMn scraper (arising, it may be assumed, on 
account of the operator's liability, if he is not careful, to get 
his shins scraped by the ever-revolving wheel). 

To conunit burglary -r- crack a case or break a drum. 

The van that conveys prisoners to jail — Black Maria, 

A thief who robs cabs or carriages by climbing up behind, 
and cutting the straps that secure the luggage on the roof — 
a dra^sTnan, 

Breaking a square of glass — - starring the glaze,. 

Training young thieves — kidsman. 

To be transported or sent to penal servitude — lagged. 

Three years' imprisonment — a stretch* 

Half stretch — six months. 

Three months' imprisonment — a tailpiece. 

To rob a till — pinch a bob, 

A confederate in the practice of thimble-rigging — a nobbier, 
. One who assists at a sham street row for the purpose of 
creating a mob, and promoting robbery from the person •:— a 
joUy, 

A thief who secretes goods in a shop while a confederate 
distracts the attention of the shopkeeper is — a palmer, 

A person marked for plunder — a plant, 

Groing out to steal linen in process of drying in gardens — 
going snovnng. 

Bad money — sinker. 

Passer of counterfeit coins — smasher. 

Stolen property generally — sioag. 

To go about half naked to excite compassion — on the shal- 
low. 

Stealing lead from the roof of houses — flying the blue 
pigeon. 

Coiners of bad money — hit fakers. 

Midnight prowlerswho rob drunken men — bug hunters. 

Entering a dwelling-house while the family have gone to 
church — a dead lurk. 

Convicted of thieving — in for a vamp, 

A city missionary or scripture reader — gospel grinder. 
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Shop-lifting — hoUting. 

Hidden fh>m the police — in lavender. 

Forged bank-notes — queer screens. 

Whipping while in prison — scroby or claws for breaJ^€ut 

Long-fingered thieyes expert in emptying ladies' pockets — 
fine tnrers. 

The condemned cell — the saU box. 

The prison chaplain — Lady Green, 

A boy thief, lithe and thin and daring, such a one as hoose- 
breakers hire for the purpose of entering a small window at 
the rear of a dwelling-house — a little snaiesman. 

So pertinaciously do the inhabitants of criminal eolonies 
stick to their ** latin," that a well-known writer soggests thai 
special religious tracts suiting their condition, should be print- 
ed in the language, as an almost certain method of aecuring 
their attention. 

There can be no question that that of the professional tfaief 
is a bitterly severe and labcnrious occupation, beset with priTBr 
tions that moral people haye no conception of, and involves an 
amount of mental anxiety and torment that few human beings 
can withstand through a long lifetime. Some years ago a 
clergyman, with a thorough acquaintance witli the subject 
he was handling, wrote on *' Thieves and Thieving," in the 
'' Comhill Magazine," and, apropos of this benumbing atmos- 
phere of dread that constantly encompasses even the old 
" professional," he says : — 

'' But if an acquaintance with the thieves' quarters revealed 
to me the amazing subtlety and cleverness of the jHlfering 
fraternity, it also taught me the guilty fear, the wretchedness, 
the moral guilt, and the fearful hardships that fiJl to the lot 
of the professional thief. They are never safe for a moment, 
and this unceasing jeopardy produces a constant nervousness 
and fear. Sometimes when visiting the sick, I have gently 
laid my hand on the shoulder of one of them, who happened 
to be standing in the street. The man would * start like a 
guilty thing upon a fearful summons,' and it would take him 
two or three minutes to recover his self-possession sufficiently 
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to ask me, * How are you to-day, sir 1 ' I never saw the adage, 
' Suspicion always haunts the guilty mind,* so painfully illus- 
trated as in the thieves' quarter, by the facet of gray-haired 
criminals, whose hearts had been worn into hardness by the dis- 
honoring chains of transportation. When, in the dusk of the 
evening, I have spoken to one of them as he stood idly on the 
public-house steps, I have spoken in a low and altered tone, 
so tliat he might not at first recognize me : again the guilty 
start as the nuin bent forward, anxiously peering into my 
face." 

He is never at rest, the wretched professional thief. Ho 
goes about with the tools of war perpetually in his hands, and 
with enemies in the front and the rear, and to the right and 
the left of him. ** Anybody, to hear 'em talk," a thief once 
remarked to me (he was a thief at present in possession of 
liberty ; not an incarcerated rogue plying " gammon " as the 
incarcerated rogue loves to ply it), " anybody would think, to 
hear 'em talk, that it was all sugar with us while we were free, 
and that our sufiferings did not begin until we were caught, 
and * put away.' Them that think so know nothing about it. 
Take a case, now, of a man who is in for getting his living 
* on the cross,' and who has got a * kid ' or two, and their 
mother, at home. I don't say that it is mt/ case, but you can 
take it so if you like. She is n't a thief. Ask her what she 
knows about me and she '11 tell you that, wuss luck, I 've got 
in CO. with some bad uns, and she wishes that I had n't. She 
wishes that I had n't, p'r'aps, — not out of any Goody-two- 
shocs feeling, but because she loves me. That 's the name of 
it ; we haint got any other word for the feelin' ; and she can't 
bear to think that I may, any hour, be dragged otf for six 
months, or a year, p'r'aps. And them 's my feelings too, and 
no mistake, day after day, and Sundays as well as week-days. 
She is n't fonder of me than I am of her, 1 '11 go bail for that ; 
and as for the kids, the girl especially, why I 'd skid a wagon 
wheel with my body rather than her precious skin should be 
grazed. Well, take my word for it, I never go out in the 
morning, and the young nn sc. * er^d bv.' but what. I think 
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' good by, — yes I p Vaps it 's good by for a longer spelT than 
you *re dreaming about, you poor little shaver.' And when I 
get out into the street, how long am I safe 1 . Why, only for 
the straight length of that street, as far as I can see the coast 
clear. I may find a stopper at any turning, or at any oomer. 
And when you do feel the hand on your collar ! I Ve often 
wondered what must be a chap's feelings when the white cap 
is pulled over his peepers, and old Calcrafl is pawing about 
his throat, to get the rope right. It must be a sight worBO 
than the other feeling, you 11 say. Well, if it is, I wonder 
how long the chap manages to hold up till he 's let go ! " 

I am the more anxious to remark on these lingering relics 
of humanity, and, I may almost say virtue, that, if properly 
sought, may be discovered in the most hardened criminals, 
because, of late, there appears to be a growing inclination to 
treat the habitual criminal as though he had ceased to be hn- 
man, and had degenerated into the condition of the meanest 
end most irreclaimable of predatory animals, fit only to be 
tiuTied over to the tender mercies of a great body of hunts- 
men who wear bhie coats instead of scarlet, and carry staves 
and handcuffs in place of whips and horns, and to be pursued 
to death. I have already taken occasion in the public news- 
papers, and I have much pleasure in returning to the diarge 
here, to exclaim against the barbarous su^estions of a gentle- 
man holding high position in the police force, Colonel Fraser, 
Commissioner of the City Police. 

Alluding to the Habitual Criminals Bill, Colonel Fraser 
savs : — 

" Parts 1 and 2 of the Bill are chiefly designed to insure a 
clearer police supervision than now exists over convicts at 
large on license, and to extend it to persons who have been 
or may l»e convicted of felony ; but all the pains and penalties 
to which such persons are liable are made to depend absolute- 
ly on proof being forthcoming that the alleged offenders are 
actual license-holders, or convicted felons, and the great diffi- 
culty which so frequently occurs in obtaining this proof will 
present serious obstacles to a satisfiustory working of the stat- 
ute. 
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'' Organized as the English police forces are, it will be most 
difficult for them, notwithstanding the contemplated system 
of r^istration^to accomit satisfactorily for the movements of 
license-holders, or to obtain an effective supervision over 
them, if they are determined to evade it. But the number 
of these convicts at lai^e is insignificant compared with the 
swarms of repeatedly convicted thieves, who give infinitely 
greater trouble to the police than license-holders, and who 
constantly escape with a light sentence, from the impossibility 
of obtaining ready proof of their former convictions." 

Now comes the remedy for this unsatisfactory state of af- 
fairs! 

" As a remedy for this, I would suggest that every convict, 
on being liberated on license, and every person after a second 
conviction of felony, should be marked in prison, on being set 
free, in such manner as the Secretary of State might direct, 
— as has been the practice in the case of deserters, and men 
dismissed for misconduct from the army : such marking to be 
accepted as sufficient proof of former convictions. 

" The precise mode in which this should be effected is mat- 
ter of detail ; but, by a simple combination of alphabetical 
letters, similar to that employed in distinguishing postage- 
stamps, no two persons need bear precisely the same mark, 
and the arrangement of letters might be such as to show at a 
glance, not only the particular prison in which the oflender 
had been last confined, but also the date of his last convic- 
tion. Copies of these marks, transmitted to the Central Of- 
fice of Registration in London, would form an invaluable rec- 
ord of the history of habitual criminals, and enable the police 
to obtain that reliable information as to their antecedents, the 
want of which now so commonly enables practised offenders 
to escape the consequences of their misdeeds. 

" Attempts might, and probably would, be made to alter 
the appearance of the telltale imprints ; but it would be im- 
possible to eftace them, and any artificial discoloration of the 
skin appearing on the particular part of the arm, or body, 
fixed upon for the prison mark, should be coi^sidcred as afford- 
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ing sufficient proof of former oonvictions ; unless the person 
charged could show, — to the satisfaction of the jusUoe before 
whom he might be brought, — that it was produced by legiti- 
mate means." 

I have ventured to transcribe, in its integrity, the suun 
portion of Colonel Eraser's '* new idea," thinking that its im- 
portance demanded it. It is significant of much that is to be 
regretted, coming from such a source. It is somewhat excus- 
able, maybe, in a common policeman, — who yesterday may 
have been an agricultural laborer, or a member of a commu- 
nity of which no more in the way of education is expected, — 
if he exhibits a kind of unreasonipg, watch-dog antagonism 
towards the criminal classes. He is instructed in aU acMrts of 
mancouvres, a^d paid a guinea a week to act againti them, — 
to oppose the weight of his officially striped arm, and the full 
force of his handy staff against them, whenever he finds {fu- 
sible excuse for doing sa And, possibly, this is a condition 
of affairs one should not be over-eager to reform. .The police-' 
man, *' too clever by half," is generally an instrument of in- 
justice, and an impediment in the way of the law's ixnpiurtial 
acting. So long as the common constable remains a well-reg- 
ulated -machine, and fulfils his functions without jarring or 
unnecessary noise, we will ask no more ; but without doubt 
we expect, and we have a right to expect, some display of 
intelligence and humanity on the part of the chief en- 
gineer who directs and controls these machines. An official 
of polite education, and possessed <^ a thorough -knowledge 
of the ways and means and the various resources of the ene- 
my it is his duty to provide against, should be actuated by 
some more generous sentiment than that which points towards 
uncompi-omising extermination. Colonel Fraser should bear 
in mind that an act of criminality does not altogethw change 
a man's natiu*e. He is a human creature in which, perhaps 
through accident, perhaps through desperate, and to sonie ex- 
tent deliberate culture, certain growths, injurious to the wel- 
fare of the commonwealth, have growth; but to brand, and 
destroy, and crush under the heel the said creature because 
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of his objectionable affections, ia tnui;h like emasbin^ a eet of 
Taluable vases iMcanse etogiuuit wnter has been permitted to 
acciiiaulatc in them. It may be urged that if the Bitid vaeen 
or men have seurcted criminal vice and foiilin;; until their 
whole substance has become Baturated beyond posaibility of 
cieausing, then the sooner they are utterly abolished the but- 
ter. To this I answer that, until the best-known methoda of 
cleansing have been tried on the fijul vesaels, wo are not in a 
position to Buy Uiat they are irreclaimable ; and again, even 
provided that you might discover certain Bueh voBsela fit fi-.' 
nothing but destruction, it would be a monstrous absurdity to 
issue an edict ordering the annihilation of every pot of a like 
pattern. And this is pretty much as Colonel J'raser would 

Let the reader for a moment consider what would be Wia 
effect if such a law as that proposed by the Commisaiouer of 
Police for the City of Loudon were passed. In the Hret place 
it would, in its immediate opeiution, prove immenaely unjust 
to the milder sort of criminal. If we started anew with our 
araay of twenty thousand to-morrow morning, and every mem- 
ber of it had been convicted but once, there would bo faimcsa 
(admHtii^, jmt for argnment sake, only that there is any fair- 
ness at all about it) hi holding out the threat that the next 
man who committed himself should be branded. But, as the 
case stands, before a month had .elapsed we should have hun- 
dreds of unhioky wretches agutist whose names but two felo- 
nktUB commitments stood, bearii^ tbe hateful brand, while 
thounnda of the old and vary of the tribe, acquiunted with 
the interioi* of every prison in England, would, as fiu* as the 
telltale mark is concerned, appear aa innocent as you or L 
Nor irould any " alphabetical postal sj^tem," however ingeni- 
ous and cold-blooded, avoid this difficulty. The only way of 
doii^; full justice to the entire body of felons, — the young 
beginners and the oM jaactitioners, — would be, whenever the 
latter were next taken, to search all the prison records for 
oonvictions against' them, and score them in regular order on 
t^e delinquents' writbmff fl-^b To dn +h!a. ho*"- ^r. n-^loifi. 
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Fraser would have to abandon his idea of branding on the 
arm. That member would in many cases afford inadequate 
space, even if you brought the chronicle from the shoulder to 
the finger tips, and " turned over " and continued the length 
of the criminal's palm. As the newspaper reports frequently 
show, there are evil-doers whose catalogues of crimes may 
scarcely be expressed in a century. 

But these are the bad ones already so branded and seMred 
in heart and mind that to prick and scorch an inch oi their 
outward skin would be but to tickle their vanity, and give 
them to brag of another scar, got in their life-long war 
against society. Short of tortiuing them or killing them, it 
matters little what measures are provided against these case- 
hardened villains. But there are scores and hundreds who 
though they have earned for themselves the names of crim- 
inals, whom to class and force to herd with the before-men- 
tioned set would be to incur the greatest responsibility, and 
one that, under existing circumstances, it would be utteily 
short of wanton brutality to engage in. 

As regards the ch^ last mentioned, that is to say, those 
members who have at present made no very desperate ac- 
quaintance with crime and its punishment, I believe that, if 
they were but judiciously dealt with, a very large number 
would be but too glad to escape from their present life c^ 
misery. " Many a thief," says a writer, whose able remarks 
are the more valuable, because they are founded on actual 
experience and conversation with the people he treats of, — 
*^ many a thief is kept in reluctant bondage to crime from the 
difficulties he finds in obtaining honest employment, and earn- 
ing honest bread. Many thieves are fond of their criminal 
calling. They will tell you plainly that they do not intend 
to work hard for a pound a week, when they can easily earn 
five times as much by thieving in less time and live like 
gentlemen. But others of them are utterly weary of the 
hazard, disgrace, and suffering attaching to their mode of 
life. Some of them were once pure, honest, and industrious, 
and when they are sick, or in prison, they are frequently filled 
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with bitter remorse, and make the atroogeat vowa to Lave 
(toue witli a guilty life. 

"Suppose a man of tbia Bort in prison. His eyea aro 
opened, and lie seea before him the gulf of reniodileas niiu 
into which he will soon be plunged. He knowa well euough ' 
thut the money eanu-d by tliieving goes aa fast as it comes, 
and that there ia no prospect of hia ever being able to retiro 
on his ill-gotten gaina. He comes out of prison, dutermint'il 
to reform. But where is ho to go ) What is he to do I How 
is he to live? ^Vhatovor may have been done for him in 
prison ia of httle or no avail, if aa soon as he leaves the jail 
he must go into the world branded with crime, unproteeteil 
and unhelpcd. The discharged prisoner must be friemily 
with some one, and he must live. His Otiiuiiial friends will 
entertain him on the understood condition that they lu-e re- 
paid fi-om the booty of his neit depredation. Thus thi; fii'st 
food he eats, and the first friendly chat he has, betiumea the 
half-neceBBitating initiative of future crime. Frequently the 
newly dischat^ed prisoner passes through a round of riot and 
druukennese immediately on his release from a long inear- 
cemtion, as any other man would do in similar circmnstancea, 
and who hae no fixud principles to sustain him. ,\iid ao l>y 
reason of the rebound of newly acquired liberty, and the in- 
fluence of the old set, the man is again demoralized. The 
dischai^ed prisoner leaves jail with good resolves, but the 
moment he enters the world there rises before him the dark 
and spectral danger of being hunted down by the police, 
and being recognized and insulted, of being shunned and de-- 
spised by bis fellow-workmen, of beii^; everywhere con- 
temned and forsaken." 

There con be no doubt that to this utter want of friends of 
the right sort at the moment of leaving prison may be at- 
tributed a very large percentage of the persistence in a career 
of crime by those who have onoe made a false step. In this 
respect we treat our criminals of comparatively a mild chai^ 
acter with greater harshness and severity than those whose 
repeated offences have led to their - if*i'"ug the severest 
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sentences of the law. The convict who is dischai^ged after 
serving a term of five years at Portland, receives ere he quits 
the gates of Millbank Prison a money gratuity, varying in 
amount according to the character that was returned with 
him from the convict establishment Nor do the chanoes 
that arc afforded him of quitting his old course of life and 
becoming an honest man end here. There is the Prisoners' 
Aid Society, where he may obtain a little more money and a 
suit of working-clothes, and if he really shows an inclination 
to reform, he may be even recommended to a situation. But 
for the poor wretch who has given society much less offenoe, 
who has become a petty thief, probably not from choice, but 
from hard necessity, and who bitterly repents of his offences, 
there is no one to take him by the hand and give or lend him 
so much as an honest half-crown to make a fair start with, it 
may be said that the convict is most in want of help because he 
is a convict, because he is a man with whom robberies and vio- 
lence have become so familiar, that it is needful to provide him 
with some substantial encouragement lest he slide iMick into the 
old groove. Further, because he is a man so plainly branded 
that the most inexperienced policeman may know at a glance 
what he is ; whereas, the man who has been but once convicted 
may, if he have the inclination, push his way amongst honest 
men, and not one of them be the wiser as to the slip he has made. 
And that would be all very well if he were assisted in rejoin- 
ing the ranks of honest bread-winners, but what is his plight 
when the prison door shuts behind him 1 It was his poverty 
that urged him to commit the theft that consigned him to 
jail, and now he is turned out of it poorer than ever, crushed 
and spirit-broken, and with all his manliness withered within 
him. He feels ashamed and disgraced, and for the first few 
hours of his liberty he would willingly shrink back for hiding, 
even to his prison, because, as he thinks, people look at him 
so. A little timely help would save him, but nothing is so 
likely as desperate " don't care " to spring out of this con- 
sciousness of guilt, and the suspicion of being shunned and 
avoided ; and the army of twenty thousand gains another 
recruit. 
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This undoubtedly is frequ«utly tlic case with the criiuiuul 
guilty of but a " first ofience." De he man ur lad, however, be 
wUl be subject to no auch painful eajbarroaanient on his leaving 
prison after a second or third conviction. By that time he will 
have made friends. He will have found a (^ompaIliou or twu to 
" work with," and they will keep careful reckoning of tJio 
date of his incarceration as well as of the duration of his 
term of durance. Make no doubt that they will be on the 
spot to rejoice with him ou his release. They know the OKOct 
faour when the prison gate will open and he will come forth, 
and there they are ready to shake hands with him. Keady to 
."stand treat" Ready to provide him with that pipe of 
tobacco for which he hna experienced such frequent longing, 
(md to act before him the foaming pot of beer. '* Coiue 
. ftlong, old pal I " say tUey, " we thought that you "d be [jIujI 
~ a drink and a bit of bucco, and we 've got a Jolly lot of 
beef over some baked tatcra at home ! " 

What becomea of all his good resolutions, — of the chap- 
j .'Join's wholesnuie couutiel uow 1 " Shut your eyes rcBolntuly 
jito the temptations yoiu' old companions may hold out to 
1," were the purtiiig words of llmt good man ; " if they 
tliruatcu you, hid thi;m dellimuo. l.t-t it W tlit limt tost of 
your good resolves to tell them plainly and boldly that you 
have done with them and will have no more to do with 
them I " Most excellent advice truly I but how is the eman- 
cipated one to act on it 1 How can bo find it in his heart to 
dash with cold ingratitude auch wai-mth of generosity and 
good nature 1 What claim has he on them that they should 
treat him so I They owe him nothing, and can have no ulte- 
rior and selfish object in thus expending their time and their 
money on bis comfort All that they expect iu return is, 
that should either of them fall into trouble similar to his, he 
will exert himself for him in the same manner, and surely 
that is little enough to ask. Perhaps with the chaplaiu'a 
good advice still ringing in his ears, a sigh of liu^joriug ro- 
morae is Wended with the outpuffing of that first delicious 
pipe, but it is promptly swallowed down in tli" draught of fre* 
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beer, with the grim reflection, perhaps, that if those profess- 
ing to he his friends came to his timely assistance as promptly 
and substantially as did those his enemies, he might haye 
been saved the ignominy of entering anew on the old crime- 
ful path. 

As I have endeavored to show, the best time for treating 
with these unhardened criminals for their reform, is just be- 
fore they leave the prison at the expiration of their sentence, 
or so soon as they have crossed it^ threshold and find them- 
selves free men. But even if they are here missed and al- 
lowed to go their sinful way, it is not absolutely necessary to 
postpone the good work imtil the law lays hold on them again. 
The dens to which they retire are not impregnable. They do 
not live in fortified caves, the doors of which are guarded by 
savage dogs and by members of the gang armed with swords 
and pistols. It is wonderful how docile and respectful they 
will behave towards folk who visit them, treating them as 
nothing worse than fellow-creatures suffering under a great 
misfortime, and not as savage creatures of prey who have for- 
feited all claim to human nature, and are fit only to be 
scoiu-ged and branded. A writer already quoted tells us that 
dinging two years in one of the largest towns in England he 
had unlimited access to the thieves* quarter at all hours and 
under any circumstances, — weddings, midnight gatherings, 
"benefit nights,'* public houses, he has visited them idL 
" How I gained the confidence of the criminal fi:utemity I 
cannot say. I only sought their welfare, never went amongst 
them without some good errand, never asked questions about 
their affairs, or meddled with things that did not belong to 
me ; and it is due to the thieves themselves to say that I 
never received from any of them, whether drunk or sober, an 

unkind look or a disrespectful word I had not pursued 

my quiet mission amongst the thieves many months without 
discovering the damning fact that they had no faith in the 
sincerity, honesty, or goodness of hirnian nature ; and that 
this last and vilest scepticism of the human heart was one of 
the most powerful influences at work in the continuation of 
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mimkiiqibflfMkM^^ in gnoenl to Iw no better tfaan 

tlwiwBteWi aod that mrt J^eoiile irill do a mpong thing if it 
wm^m ibmpaxfom. Tbgj oomdder thaouwlTM better than 
nuuij ''■qnaie* (hooeet) people who pnotiae oommeroiel 
tmi^ HolJbanQg a ipaik of fiuth in homan nature, their 
onfo ji aA brt .hopde«; and onfy thoee who hafe tried the 
OTperipient4ap tell how diflBc^ a thief beliere 

thatjonfitieenj dieinftareeted and mean hi^ Never- 

tbeiliiwm tibe /igeneiee that an at work ftr the arreet of crime 
aseaiUmini or kefe wovUng to good purpose, and conducing 
to a,|wA 6nd* Had I prerioaalj known nodung of the seal 
and, Ifihipr that had been edpeoded during the hat lew yeara in 
behalf .<# the oriaiinal popdation, I ahouUl have learned fix»m 
mj »t0|R)ovBe with the thieves them8elTe8» that a new wpmt 
vaa gisHJog amo^gpt thern^ and that something for their good 
waa jroiiig.oii outside thieredouL The thieves, the worst of 
^bmifkt speak, i^nerai^y of the prospects of the fratemify ; just 
«! a Bed Indiaa would complain of the dwindling of his tribe 
bsfeea theatrang march of advancing civilioition.'' 

In every essential particular can I corroborate the above 
account. There are few worse places in London than certain 
parts of Cow Cross, especially that part of it anciently known 
as Jack Ketch's Warren, or " Little Hell," as the inhabitants 
more commonly designate it, on account of the number of 
subjects it produced for the operations of the common hang- 
man. Only that the law is more merciful than of yore, there 
is little doubt that the vile nests in question, including " Bit 
Alley," and " Broad Yard," and " Frying Pan Alley," would 
still make good its claim to the distinguishing title conferred 
on it. The place indicated swarms with thieves of every de- 
gree, from the seven-year old little robber who snatches petty 
articles from stalls and shop-fronts, to the old and experienced 
burglar with a wide experience of convict treatment, British 
and foreign. Yet, (accompanied by a city missionary well 
known to them, I have many a time gone amongst them, feel- 
ing as safe as though I was walking along Cheapside. ^ I can 
give testimony even beyond that of +he write- las* quotP'^ 
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" I never asked questions about their affairs, or meddled with 
things that did not concern me," says the gentleman in ques- 
tion. I can answer for it that my pastor friend of the Cow 
Cross Mission was less forbearing. With seasoned, middle- 
aged scoundrels he seldom had any conversation, but he never 
lost a chance of tackling young men and lads on the evil of 
their ways, and to a purpose. Nor was it his soft speech or 
polished eloquence that prevailed with them. He was by no 
means a gloomy preacher against crime and its consequences ; 
he had a cheerful, hopeful way with him that much better an- 
swered the purpose. He went about his Christian work himi- 
ming snatches of hymns in the liveliest manner. One day 
while I was with him, we saw skulking along before us a vil- 
lanous figure, ragged and dirty, and with a pair of shoulders 
broad enough to carry sacks of coal. " This," whispered my 
missionary friend, "is about the very worst character we have. 
He is as strong as a tiger, and almost as ferocious. 'Old 
BuU ' they call him" 

I thought it likely we would pass without recognizing so 
dangerous an animal, but my friend was not so minded. 
With a hearty slap on his shoulder, the fearless missionaiy 
accosted him. 

" Well, Old Bull ! " 

" Ha ! 'ow do, Mr. Catlin, sir ? " 

" As well as I should like to see you, my friend. How are 
you gettmg along, Bull ? " 

"0, werry dicky, Mr. Catlin." And Bull hung his ears 
and pawed uncomfortably in a puddle, with one slip-shod foot, 
as though in his heart resenting being "pinned" after this 
fashion. 

" You find matters going worse and worse with you, ah ! " 

" They can't be no worser than they is, that 's one blessin' ! " 

" Ah, now there 's where yt)u are mistaken, BulL They can 
be worse a thousand times, and they toill, unless you turn 
over a fresh leaf. Why not. Bull 1 See what a tattered, filthy 
old leaf the old one is ! " 

(Bull, with an uneasy glance towards the outlet of ilie al- 
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ley, but still speaking with all ruBpect,) "Ah! it's all that, 
guv'nor," 

" Well then, since you must begin on a fresh leaf, why not 
try the right leaf, — the honest one, eh, Bull. JuBt to seo 
how you like it." 

" All right, Mister CatUn. I 11 think about it" 

" I wiah U> the Lord you would. Bull. There 's not much 
to laugh at, take my word for that," 

"All right, guv'nor, I ain't a larfin. I means to bo a reg- 
'lar model some day, — when I get time. Morning, Mister 
Catlin, sir." 

And away went " Old Bull," with a queer sort of grin on 
his repulsive countenance, evidently no better or worse for the 
brief encounter with hia honest adviser, but very thankfiU in- 
deed to escape. 

" I 've been np mto that man's room," said my tough little, 
eheerfiil missionary, " and rescued his wife out of hia great 
cruel hands, when throe policemen stood on the stairs afraid 
to advance another step." 

Ho would do more than in hia blunt, rouKh-and-roady way 
point out to them what a shameful waste of their lives it was 
to be skulking in a filthy court all day without the courage 
to go out and seek their wretched living till the darkness of 
night. He would offer to find them a Job ; he mode many 
friends, and was enabled to do so, earnestly eihorting them to 
try honest work just for a month, to find out what it was like, 
and the sweets of it. And many have tried it ; some aa a 
joke, — as a whimsical feat worth ei^aging in for the privi- 
lege of atlerwarda being able to brag of it, and returned to 
their old practice in a day or two ; others have tried it, and, 
to their credit be it spoken, stuck to it. In my own mind I 
feel quite convinced that if such men as Mr. C, of the Cow 
Cross Mission, who holds the keys not only of the houses in 
which thievea dwell, but, to a large extent, also, a key to the 
character and peculiarities of the thieves themselves, were 
empowered with proper facilities, the amount of~good they 
are capable of performii^ would very much astonish us. 
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CHAPTER VIT. 

HOMES AND HAUNTS OF THE BRITISH THIEF. 

The Three Classes of Thieving Society. — Popular Misapprebensioiis. -* 
A True Picture of the London Thief. — A Fancy Sketch of the "Un- 
der-Ground Cellar." — In Disguise at a Thieves' Raffle. — The Puzzle 
of "Black Maria." — Mr. Mullins's Speech and his Song. 

Although, as most people are aware, the great thief tribe 
reckons amongst its number an upper, and a middle, and a 
lower class, pretty much as corresponding grades of station 
are recognized amongst the honest commimity, it is doubtful, 
in the former case, if promotion from one stage to another 
may be gained by individual enterprise and talent and indus* 
try. The literat\u*e of the country is from time to time en- 
riched by bragging autobiographies of villains confessed, as 
well as by the penitent revelations of rogues reclaimed, but, 
according to my observation, it does not appear that persever- 
ance in the humbler walks of crime lead invariably to the 
highway of infamous prosperity. It seems to be an idea too 
preposterous even to introduce into the pages of Newgate 
romance, daring in their flights of fancy as are the authors 
affecting that delectable line. We have no sinister antithesis 
of the well-known honest boy who tramped from Bristol to 
the metropolis with twopence-halfpenny in his pocket, and 
afterwards became Lord Mayor of London. No low-browed 
ragged little thief, who began his career by purloining a half- 
penny turnip from a costermonger's barrow, is immortalized in 
the page of the Newgate Calendar, as finally arrived at the 
high distinction of wearing fashionable clothes, and ranking 
as the first of swell-mobsmen. It is a lamentable fact, and 
one that should have weight with aspirants for the con- 
vict's mask and badge, that the poor, shabby, hard-working 
thief so remains, till the end of his days. There is no more 
chance of his carrying his shameful figure and miserable hang- 
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'dog viaage into tip-top society of his order, than there is of 
hU attaining the Buminit of that treiidwheel, with the ever- 
Mcnrring atepa of which ho is ao pninfully familiar. 

And if there is a forlorn, uhjei:t, hiiraased wretch in the 
world it IB the poor, threadbare, timid London thief I believe 
the popular supposition to be that, to turn thief at leiist in- 
Borea for the desperate adventurer money to squander for the 
time being ; that, however severo may he the penalty piiid for 
the lusnry, while "luck" lasts the pickei- of pockets oud pnr- 
loiuer of hia noighhor's goods has ever at his command means 
wherewith to aatiafy the cravinga of hia ^^ces, however cxtrav- 
■gant they may be, — money to live on the fat of the laud 
and get drunk and enjoy happy spells of ease and plenty. 
Tbia, no doubt, ia the tempting picture the Devil holds up for 
Uie [jontemplation of heart-sick honesty, when patient integ- 
lity is growing faiut with hunger and long privation ; and 
truly it seema not an improbable picture. What inducement 
"» there for a man to persist in a career of dishonesty with its 
jcertain and frequcut penalties of prison and hard labor, unless 
his perilous avocation insures him spelJa, albeit brief ones, of 
intoxicating enjoyment 1 

No wonder that the ignorant, sorely tempted, ont-'o-work 
laborer ahould take thia view of the caac, when men, who by 
station and education, men who profess to have gone out 
of their highly respectable patha in life to make such inqui- 
riea as should qualify them to discusa the matter in solemn 
Parliamentary conclave, declare that it is so. A curious ex- 
hibition of the lamentable credulity of our law-makers oc- 
curred no longer ago than at the accond reading of the Habit- 
ual Criminals Bill in the House of Lords. Naturally the sub- 
ject waa one concerning which their Lordshipa could know 
nothing, except by hearsay, and Earl Shaftesbury volunteered 
to put them in possession of such useful information as m^ht 
guide them towards a deciaion aa regarded the projected BilL 

It is only fair to state, however, that hia Lordship was not 
personally responsible for his startling statements. He hod 
them from a " practitior""- " '™™ = 'hiof *h>-i = tn sa- ^'° 
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Lordship did not reveal whether it was a thief at lai^e who 
was his informant ; but that is scarcely likely. Doubtless it 
was from some weeping villain, with an eye to a remission 
of his sentence, who so frankly confided to the soft-hearted 
Earl the various secrets of that terrible trade it was his inten- 
tion never, never to work at again ! At any rate, whoever the 
^ " practitioner " was, he succeeded in his design completely, as 
the horror-stricken visage of his lordship, as he delivered him- 
self of the astounding revelations, fully attested. 

They were to this effect, and the reader will please bear in 
mind that they were not tendered to be received at their 
worth, but as facts which might be relied on. Within the 
City of London, Lord Shaftesbury declared, ** crucibles and 
melting-pots are kept going all day and all night. I believe 
that in a very large number of cases the whole of the plate is 
reduced within two or three hours of the robbery to ingots of 
silver. As for spoons, forks, and jewelry, they are not taken 
so readily to the melting-pot ; but to well-known places where 
there is a pipe, similar to that which your lordships may have 
seen, — I hope none may have seen it of necessity, — in the 
shop of the pawnbroker. The thief taps, the pipe is lifted 
up, and in the course of a minute a hand comes out covered 
with a glove, takes up the jewelry, and gives out the money 
for it." 

If that conscienceless " practitioner," who so scandalously 
gulled the good Earl, happened to be in enjoyment of liberty 
when the above-quoted newspaper report was printed, how he 
must have grinned when he perused it] But what an im- 
pleasaut reversal of the joke it would be if the mendacious 
statements of the barefaced villain lead to the passing of a 
j bill imposing cruelly severe rules for the government of crim- 
j inals, and the worthy in question should one fine day find 
himself groaning under the same ! The most astounding part 
of the business, however, is, that his lordship should have 
given credit to such a tissue of fudge. To his honor be it 
stated, he should know better. As an indefatigable laborer 
amongst the poor and afflicted, his name will be remembered 
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feat long after ho ban passed from among us. It is 
, doubtful if Auj other man whoso title gives liiui iLdiiiisaioii to 
the House of Lords could have given nesirly us much pmoti- 
cal information oa this painful subject, and there can bo no 
question — and this ia tho most unfortunate part of the biisi- 
neas — that oil that his lordahip stated was regarded an roaL 
£ver^ lord present to listen to and discuss the various clnuBQB 
of Lord Kimljerley's Bill probably toolt to his vivid iniajjina- 
tion the appalling picture of the underground coUai-s (to Iw 
reached only by known members of the biu^larioua brother- 
T^ood who could give the sign to the goardian of the cellar- 
door), where certain demoM-meu of tlie Fagin type presided 
constantly over crnciblea and melting-pots, wherein bubbled 
and hissed the precious brew of gold and silver omamonta 
' dissolved, the supply being constantly renewed by tho bold 
" cracksmen " who numerously attended to bring the goods to 
market. Easier still even was it to conjure before the mind's 
eye tho peculiar operations of tho "pipe" that Lord Shaftes- 
bury so graphically described. The deserted -looking house id 
the gloomy buck street, with tho street door always ajar bo 
that customers might slip in and out at it in an instant, — 
before even tho policeman on beat could wink his sleepy eyes 
in amazement at the unexpected apparition ; with the sliding 
panel in the dimly lighted back kitchen, and tho " spout " just 
like a pawnbroker's and tho "gloved hand," the fingers of it 
twitching with eager greed for the gold watch, still warm from 
the pocket of its rightful owner ! How was it possililo to deal 
with a subject bristling so with horrors with calmness and 
dignity 1 Their lordships had been given to understand by 
the mover of the bill that there wore fifteen thousand thieves 
constantly busy in the Metropolis alone, and Lord Shaftesbury 
had informed them that the mysterious "spout" and tho melt- 
ing-pot were the chief channels for converting stolen goods 
into ready money. At this rate, London must be almost un- 
dermined by these gold-melting cellars, — the midnight trav- 
eller tlirough tho great city might plainly hear and wonder at 
the strange tap-tapping that met his ears, — the tapping at 
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the " spout " that notified to the owner of the gloved hand 
that a new customer was in attendance ? It would have heen 
not very surprising if the Chief Commissioner of Police had 
been instantly communicated with, and given instructions at 
once to arrest every man and woman of the fifteen thousand, 
and hold them in safe keeping until their lordships had re- 
solved on the most efficacious, and at the same time least 
painful way of exterminating them. 

Seriously, it is impossible almost to exaggerate the amount 
of mischief likely to result from such false and inflammatory 
pictures of an evil that in its naked self is repulsive enough 
in all conscience. On the one hand, it excites amongst the 
people panic and unnecessary alarm, and furnishes the un- 
deniable excuse of " self-defence " for any excess of severity 
we may be led into ; and on the other hand it tends to mag- 
nify the thiers importance in the eyes of the thief, and to 
invest his melancholy and everlastingly miserable avocations 
with precisely the same kind of gallows-glory as is preached by 
the authors of " Tyburn Dick " or the " Boy Highwayman,** 
Curiously enough, at the conclusion of his long and interesting 
speech Lord Shaftesbury went a little out of his way to mak« 
mention of the literature of the kind just quoted, to remark 
on its intimate bearing on the crime of the country, and to 
intimate that shortly the whole question would be brought 
imder their lordships' consideration. It is doubtful, however, 
and I say so with extreme regret, knowing as I well do how * 
shocking even the suspicion of such a thing must be to Lord 
Shaftesbury, if in any dozen " pemiy numbers " of the per- 
nicious trash in question, the young aspirant for prison fame 
would find as much stimulative matter as was provided in his 
lordship's speech, or rather speeches, on the Habitual Crimi- 
nal question. 

No, the affairs of those who affect the criminal walks of 
life are bad enough in all conscience, but they are much less 
romantic than his lordship has been led to believe. Shorn 
of the melodramatic " bandit " costiune with which they 
have been temporarily invested, they lose nothing in appalling 
efiect. 
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Truly; it is hard to imderstand, imt it ia an imdoiihted {net, 
^lat the criminal who in police iiomencIatHro ia ft *' low thiof " 
(to distingxiish him, it may be prpsumed, from "the iTHpeo- 
table thief" ) ia without exceptiou of nil men the most com- 
fortlesB and miserable ; and should the render be ho iiiquigitive 
as to desire to be informed of the grounds on which I an'ive 
at this conduBion, I beg to assure him thfit 1 do not rely "ti 
hearsay, neither do I depend on what thieves incarcerated for 
their (rflfences have told me, holding it to be hardly likely that 

prisoner in prison would vaunt his liking for crime and his 
eagerness to get back to it. I have mixed with thieves iit 
liberty, an unsuspected spy in their camp, more thim once. 
I will tjuote an example. 

This wna many years since, and as at the time I published 
» detailed accomit of the visit, I mny Ik excused from more 
than briefly alluding to it here. It was at a. thieves' raffle, 
held at a public-house in one of the lowest and worat parts 
ef Westminster, I was young in the iicld of exploration 
then, and, from all that I had heard and read, miido up 
1 for something very torrible and doaperat*. I 
pictured to myself a band of rollicking desperadoes, swa^er- 
ing and insolent, with plenty of money to pay for bottles of 
brandy and e^-flip unlimited, and plenty of bragging dis- 
course of the doughty deeds of the past, and of their cold- 
blooded and desperate intentions for the future. Likewise, 
my expectations of hope and fear included a rich treat in the 
Bbape of vocalization. It was one thing to hear play-actora 
on the stage, in their tame and feeble delineations of the 
ancient game of " high Toby," and of the redoubtable doings 
of the Knights of the Road, spout such soul-thrilling cffusiona 
as "Nix my Dolly Pals," and "Claude Duval," but what 
must it be to listen to the same Ijold staves out of the mouths 
of real " roarii^ hoys," some of them, possibly, the de- 
scendants of the very heroes who rode " up Holbom Hill 
in a cart," and who could not well hear the good words the 
attendant chaplain vfaA uttering because of the noisy exchange 
of boisterous "chaff" takbjr u'ace he*ww the shnrt-pipa 
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smoking driver, whose cart-seat was the doomed man's coffin, 
and the gleeful mob that had made holiday to see the fiin ! 

But in all this I was dismally disappointed. I had pro- 
cured a ticket for the raffle from a friendly police-inspector 
(goodness only knows how he came possessed of them, but 
he had quite a collection of similar tickets in his pocket-book), 
and, disguised for the occasion, I entered the dirty little dram- 
shop, and exhibited my credential to the landlord at the bar. 
So far the business was promising. The said landlord was as 
ill-looking a villain as could be desired. He had a broken 
nose and a wooden leg, both of which deformities were doubt- 
less symptomatic of the furious brawls in which he occasion- 
ally engaged with his ugly customers. As I entered he was 
engaged in low-whispered discourse with three ruffians who 
might have been brothers of his in a similar way of business, 
but bankrupt, and gone to the dogs. As I advanced to the 
bar the four cropped heads laid together in iniquity, separated 
suddenly, and the landlord affected a look of innocence, and 
hummed a harmless time in a way that was quite melodra- 
matic 

I intimated my business, and he replied shortly, " Go on 
through," at the same time indicating the back door by a 
jerk of his thumb over his shoulder. Now for it ! On the 
other side of the back door I discovered a stone yard, at the 
extremity of which was dimly visible in the darkness a long, 
low, dilapidated building, with a light shining through the 
chinks. This, then, was the robbers' den ! — a place to which 
desperate men and women, who made robbery and outrage the 
nightly business of their lives, resorted to squander in riot 
and debauchery their ill-gotten gains ! It would not have 
surprised me had I found the doorkeeper armed with a pair 
of "trusty barkers," and every male guest of the company 
with a life-preserver sticking out at the breast-pocket of his 
coat. 

The door was opened in response to my tap at it. I gave 
the potman there stationed my ticket, and I entered. I must 
confess that my first sensation, as I cast my eye carelessly 
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R>iind, WHS one of disgust that I should have l>oen indtiL-ed 
V up my courage with so oiuch pains for so small an 
occasion. The building I foiuid myself in was & sk.ittle-groi'iid, 
iumiahed with forma and taljlea ; and tiiere were present 
about thirty persons. As well as I can remember, of this 
number a third were women, young generally, one or two lie- 
ing mere girls of sixteen, or ho. But Jenny Diver was not 
there, nor Poll Maggot, nor Edgeworth Bess. No lady with 
ringleta curling oyer her alabaster shoulders found a seat on 
the knee of the gallant spark of her choice. No Captain 
Macheath was to be seen elegantly taking eauff out of a stolen 
diamond snuff-box, or flinging into the pink satin lap of his 
lady-love a handful of guineas to pay for more brandy. Poor 
wretches ! the female shoulders there assembled spoke rather 
of bone than alabaster, while the washed-out and mended cot- 
ton frocks served in place of pink satin, and hair of most 
humble fashion sunnoimtcd faces by no means oiprcs^TS 
either of genuine jollity, or even of a desperate determinatiott 
towards devil-may-careness, and the drowning of care in tha 
bowl. There were no bowls, even, us in the good old time, 
only vulgar pewter porter-pots, out of which the company 
thankfVilly swigged its fburpenny. There waa no appearance 
of hilarity, or joviality even ; no more of brag and flourish, 
or of affectation of ease and freedom, than though every man 
and woman present were here locked up " on remand," and 
any moment might be called out to face that damning piece 
of kept-back evidence they all along dreaded waa in store for 
them. To be sure it waa aa yet early in the evening, and 
though the company may have assembled mainly for the pur- 
pose of drowning " dull care," that malicious imp being but 
recently emersed, may have been superior at present to their 
machinations, and able to keep his ugly head above the liquid 
poured out for his destruction. Or may be, again, beir^ a 
very powerful " dull care," of sturdy and mature growth, he 
might be able to hold out through many hours against the 
weak and watery elements brought to oppose him. 

Anyhow, so for as I was able *o observe, therr was po fore- 
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shadowing of the blue and brooding imp's defeat! His bane- 
ful wings seemed spread from one end of the skittle-alley to 
the other, and to embrace even the chairmany who being a 
Jew, and merely a receiver of stolen goods, might reasonably 
have been supposed to be less susceptible than the rest 
There would seem to prevail, amongst a large and innocent 
section of the community, a belief that the thief is a creature 
distinguished no less by appearance than by character fix>m 
the honest host he thrives by. I have heard it remarked 
more than once, by persons whose curiosity has led them to a 
criminal coiut when a trial of more than ordinary interest is 
proceeding, that really this prisoner or that did not look Hke 
a thief, or a forger, or stabber, as the case might be. " Lord 
bless us," I once heard an elderly lady exclaim, in the case of 
an oft-convicted scoundrel of the " swell mob " tribe, over 
whose affecting trial she had shod many tears, — " Lord Mess 
us ! " said she, as the jury found him^ilty, and sentenced 
him to two years' hard labor, " so thin, and genteel, and with 
spectacles on too ! I declare I should have passed that yoimg 
man twenty times without -dreaming of calling out for the po- 
lice." On the other hand, there are very many persons less 
ingenuous thfm the old lady, who invariably regard a man 
through the atmosphere of crime, real or supposed, that en- 
velops him, and by means of its distorting influence make 
out such a villain as satisfies their sagacity. Had one of this 
last order been favored with a private view of the company 
assembled to assist at Mr. Mullins's raffle, and have been pre- 
viously informed that they were one and all thieves, in all 
probability they would have appeared thieves ; but I am con- 
vinced that, had they been shown to an unprepared and un- 
prejudiced observer, his opinion would have been that the 
company gathered in the skittle-alley of the " C\u*ly Badger" 
were no worse than a poor set of out-o'-work tailors, or French 
polishers, or weavers, or of some other craft, the members of 
which affect the gentility that black clothes and a tall hat is 
supposed to confer on the wearer ; nor would an hoiu* in their 
society, such as I spent, have sufficed to dissipate the innocent 
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impression. Their eipcndituro was of the most motlcst mirt, 
u 811 veuturing beyond tlie pot of hoer. Tlii>ir 

iversatioD, though not the most elegant, was least of nil 
concerning the wretched trade they followed. ; indeed, the 
Bubject was never mentioned at nil, except iu mcluucholy id- 
lusion to Peter or Jorry, who had been recently " copped " 
(taken), and was expected to pass " a tail piece in the steel " 
(three months in prison). There was one observation solenm* 
ly addressed by one eldei'ly man to another elderly man, tlm 
purport of which at the time puzsled me not a little. " Un- 
lucky ! Well you may say it. Black Maria is the only una 
that 'a doin a trade now. Every Journey full ua n tuppenny 
omblibus I " I listened intently as prudence would permit 
for further refereneo io the mysterious female who was doing 
" all the trade," and " every journey " was " as full aa a two- 
penny omnibuH," but nothing in the conversation tmnspireU 
tending to throw a light ou the dark lady ; so 1 mentally 
mode ft note of it for reference to my friend the inspector. 
He laughed. " Well, she has been doing a brisk stroke of 
business of late, I must say," said he. " Bliick Mari;i, sir, is 
our van of that color that carries 'em off to serve their time." 

But, as before observed, there was nothing in the demeanor 
of either the men or women present at MuUins's raffle to de- 
note either that they revelled in the nefarious trade they fol- 
lowed, or that they derived even ordinary comfort and 3ati»- 
fhction from it. To be sure, it may have happened that the 
specimens of the thief class assembled before me were not of 
the briskest, but taking them as they were, and bearing in 
mind the spiritless, hang-dog, mean, and shabby set they 
were, the notion of bringing to bear on them such tremendous 
endues of repression as that suggested by the humane Com- 
missioner of the City Pohce appears nothing short of ridic- 
ulous. 

At the same time, I would have it plainly understood that 
my pity for the thief of this class by no means induces me 
to advise that no more effective means than those which at 
present exist should b" •■dor*'''^ f""- !■■« B,b"lit'"" 4. people's 
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respect for the laws of the country is its chief pillar of 
strength, and those who have no respect for the layrs act as 
so many rats undermining the said pillar, and although the 
rats assembled at Miillins's raffle were not of a very formidable 
breed, their hatred of the law, and their malicious defiance 
of it, was unmistakable. For instance, the article to be raf- 
fled was a silk pocket-handkerchief, and there it was duly 
displayed hanging across a beam at the end of the skittle- 
ground. The occasion of the raffle was, that Mr. Mullins had 
just been released after four months' imprisonment, and that 
during his compulsory absence fh)m home matters had gone 
very bad, and none the less so because poor Mrs. Mullins was 
suffering from consumption. In alluding to these sad details 
of his misfortune, Mr. Mullins, in returning thanks for the char- 
ity bestowed on him, looked the picture of melancholy. 
" Whether she means ever to get on her legs again is more 
than I can say," said he, wagging his short-cropped head dole- 
fully, " there ain*t much chance, I reckon, when you 're dis- 
charged from Brompton incurable. Yes, my friends, it 's all 
agin me lately, and my luck 's regler out. But there 's one 
thing I must mention " (and here he lifted his head with 
cheerful satisfaction beaming in his eyes), " and I 'm sure 
you as does n't know it will be very glad to hear it, — the 
handkerchief wot 's put up to raffle here is the wery identical 
one that I was put away for." And judging from the hearty 
applause that followed this announcement, there can be no 
doubt that Mr. Mullins's audience were very glad indeed to 
hear it. 

But even after this stimulant, the spirits of the company 
did not rally anything to speak of. Song-singing was started, 
but nobody sung " Nix my Dolly Pals," or " Claude DuvaL" 
Nobody raised a roaring chant in honor of "ruby wme," or 
the flowing bowl, or even of the more humble, though no less 
genial, foaming can. There was a comic song or two, but the 
ditties in favor were those that had a deeply sentimental or 
even a funereal smack about them. The gentleman who had 
enlightened me as to Black Maria sang the Sexton, the chorus 
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to wtieli lively stave, "IT! provide yoii such a lodging as 
you never had before," was taken up with much heartiness liy 
AH present. MuUins himself, who poBsessed a Giir alto voioe, 
slightly damaged perhaps by a four moutlis' sojourn in tha 
Ijleak atmosphere of Cold Bath Fields, sang " My Pretty 
'Jane," and a very odd sight it was to observe that dogged, 
jail-stamped countenance of Lis set, aa ai'curatL'lj aa Multiris 
could set it, to an expression matching the bewitching sim- 
jlioity of the words of the song. 1 was glad to observe that 
Ilia endeavors were appreciated and an encore demanded. 

Decidedly the songs, taken as a whole, that the thieves 
Bang that evening in the Skittle Suloou of the " Curly 
IX Badger" were much less objectionable tlian those that may be 
heard any evening at any of our Loudon miiBic-halla, and ev- 
erything wa« quiet and orderly. Of course I cannot say to what 
extent this may have been due to certain rules and regula- 
tions enforced by the determined-looking gentleman who 
served behind the bar. There was one thing, however, that 
lio conld not enforce, and that was the kindliness that had in- 
duced them t" meot I'vLrcthpr (liiit ovcuinfr. I hiid liefore 
heard, as everybody has, of " honor amongst thieves," but I 
must confess that I had never suspected that compassion and 
charity were amongst the links that bound them together ; 
and when I heard the statement from the chair of the amount 
subscribed (the "raffle " was a matter of form, and the silk 
handkerchief a mere delicate concealment of the free gift of 
diillings), when I heard the amount and looked round and 
reckoned how much a head that might amount to, and fur- 
ther, when I made observation of the pinched and poverty- 
stricken aspect of the owners of the said heads, t am ashamed 
almost to confess that if within the uett few days I had 
caught an investigating hand in my coat-tail pockets, I should 
Bcarcel/ have had the heart to resist. 
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It is quite true that, counting prostitutes and receivers of 
stolen goods, there are twenty thousand individuals eating the 
daily bread of dishonesty within the city of London alone ; 
there are many more than these. And the worst part of the 
business is, that those that are omitted from the batch form 
the most painful and repulsive feature of the complete pic- 
ture. Shocking enough is it to contemplate the white-haired, 
tottering criminal holding on to the front of the dock because 
he dare not trust entirely his quaking legs, and with no more 
to urge in his defence than Fagin had when it came to the 
last, — "an old man, my lord, a very old man " ; and we give 
him our pity ungrudgingly because we are no longer troubled 
with fears for his hostility as regards the present or the future. 
It is all over with him or very nearly. The grave yawns for 
him, and we cannot help feeling that after all he has hurt him- 
self much moi^ than he has hurt us ; and when we reflect on the 
awful account he will presently be called on to answer, our 
animosity shrinks aside, and we would recommend him to 
mercy if it were possible. No, it is not those who have run 
the length of their tether of crime that we have to fear, but 
those who by reason of their tender age are as yet but feeble 
toddlers on the road that leads to the hulks. It would be in- 
structive as well as of great service if reliable information 
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e obtained as to the beginning of the dowu-hill journey 
by our juvenile criminals. Without doubt it would be found 
that in a lamentably large number of casea the beginning did 
not rest in the present possessors at aU, but that they wcro 
bred and nurtured in it, iuberiting it from their parents as 
certain forma of physical disease are inhorite<l. 

In very few instances are they traiiird to thieving by a 
fittber who possibly has gone through all the various phases 
of criminal puuiahmont, from the simple loeal oakum-shed 
Rnd treadmill to the far-away stone-quarry and mineral-mine, 
and so knows all about it The said human wolf and enemy 
of all law and social harmony, hia progenitor, does not t«ke 
hb first-bom on hix knee as soon as ho exhibits aymptoma of 
knowing right from wrong, and do his best to instil into his 
[ young mind what aa a candidate for Newgate honors the first 
principles of his life should be. 

This would be bad enough, biit what really happens is 
worse. To train one's own child to paths of rectitude it is 
necessary to make him aware of the exiatenye of paths of in- 
iquity and wrong, that when inadvertently he approaches the 
latter, he may recognize and shun them. So, on the other 
hand, if by the Devil's agency a child is to be made bold and 
confident in the wrong road, the right must be exhibited to 
him in a light so ridiculous as to make it altogether distaste- 
iul to him. Still, a comparison is instituted, and matters may 
80 oome about that one day he may be brought to reconsider 
the judiciousness of his choice and perhaps to reverse his 
previous decision. But if be has received no teaching at all ; 
if in the benighted den in which he is bom, and in which his 
childish intellect dawna, no ray of right and truth ever pene- 
trates, and he grows into the use of his limbs and as mncfa 
brains as his brutish breeding affords him, and with no other 
occupation before him than to follow in the footsteps of his 
father the thief, — how much more hopeless is his case 1 

Does the reader asli. Are there aueh cases 1 I can answer 
him in sorrowful confidence, that in Loudon alone they may 
be reckoned in thouaands. In parts of Sritalfiel'^'', in Flower 
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and Dean Street, and in Kent Street, and many other streets 
that might be enumerated, they are the terror of small shop- 
keepers, and in Cow Ctoss, with its horrible chinks in the wall 
that do duty for the entrance of courts and alleys, — Bit Alley, 
Frying Pan Alley, 'Furk's Head Court, and Broad Yard, they 
swarm Hke mites in rotten cheese. As a rule, the police eel- 
dom make the acquaintance of this thievish small fry (if they 
did, the estimated number of London robbers would be con- 
siderably augmented) ; but occasionally, just as a sprat wiU 
make its appearance along with a haiil of mackerel, one reads 
in the police reports of " Timothy Mullins, a very small boy, 
whose head scarcely reached the bar of the dock ** ; or of 
"John Smith, a child of such tender age that the worthy 
magistrate appeared greatly shocked," charged with some one 
of the hundred acta of petty pilfering by means of which the 
poor little wretches contrive to stave off the pangs of huib 
ger. Where is the use of reasoning with Master Mullins on 
his evil propensities 1 The one propensity of his existence is 
that of the dog, — to provide against certain gnawing pains in 
his belly. If he has another propensity, it is to run away out 
of dread for consequences, which is dog-like too. All the 
argument you can array against this little human waif with 
one idea will fail to convince him of his guilt ; he has his 
private and deeply rooted opinion on the matter, you may 
depend, and if he screws his fists into his eyes, and does his 
earnest best to make them water, — if when in the magisterial 
presence he contorts his countenance in affected agony, it is 
merely because he perceives from his worship's tone that he 
wishes to agonize him, and is shrewd enough to know that to 
" give in best," as he would express it, is the way to get let 
off easy. • 

But supposing that he were not overawed by the magisterial 
presence, and felt free to speak what is foremost in his mind 
unreservedly as he would speak it to one of his own set. 
Then he would say : " It is all very fine for you to sit there, 
you that have not only had a jolly good breakfast, but can 
afford to sport a silver toothpick to pick your teeth with after* 
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■wards, it is all ver}- fine for you to preach to me that I never 
timU Ho any good, but one of these days come to somethiog' 
that 'b preciouB bud, if I don't cut the wsys of thieving, and 
take to honest H'tiys. Thei-e 's bo many ditfcrcnt kinds of 
faonest waya, Yourg is a good 'uu. 1 ain't such b. fool as not 
to know that it 'a better to walk iu honest ways like thom 
l/OH 've got into, and to wear gold chains aud velvet waistcoats, 
than to prowl about in ragged corduroys, and dodgo the 
plcesemau, aud be a prig : but how am 1 to get into them 
fiorts of honest ways t WiU yon give me a hUt up to 'em ] 
Will you give me a leg-up — I 'ni aueh a little cove, you eeo — 
on to the bottom romid of the ladder that leads up to 'em 1 
If it ain't in your lino to do so, pVapa you could recommend 
jno to a lady or gentleman that would I No ! Then, how- 
«ver am / to get into honest ways 1 Shall I make a start for 
'em soon as I leaves this ere p'lice office, from which you are 
K) werry kind aa to discharge me I Shall I let tlie chances of 
stealing a turnip off a stall, or a loaf out of a baker's bnrrow, 
-go past me, while 1 keep straight on, looking out far a honest 
irayl — straight on, and straight on, till I gets the himgiy 
sta^^rs (i/')a never liad the liuugry staggera, Mr. Mug-iatnite), 
and tumble down on the road 1 . I am not such a fool, thank'e. 
I don't see the poll of it. I can do better in dishonest ways. 
I 'm much obliged to Yon. I 'm sure of a crust, though a 
hard 'un, while I stick to the latter, and if I break down, 
you 11 take care of me for a spell, and fatten me up a bit ; but 
s'pose I go on the hunt after them honest ways you was just 
now preaching about, and I miss 'em, what am 1 then 1 A 
casual pauper, half starved on a pint of skilly, or ' a shocking 
case of destitution,* and the leading character in a coroner's 
inquest ! " All this Master Timothy Mullins might urge, and, 
beyond favoring him with an extra month for contempt of 
court, what could the magistrate do or say 1 

Swelling the ranks of juvenile thieves we find in large 
numbers the thief-bom. Writing on this subject, a reverend 
gentleman of wisdom and experience says : " Some are thieves 
from infiuioy. Their parents are t.hievfl8 ir-most cp-es; iu 
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others, the children are orphans, or have been forsaken by 
their parents, and in such cases the children generally fall in- 
to the hands of the professional thief-trainer. In every low 
criminal neighborhood there are numbers of children who 
never knew their parents, and who are fed and clothed by the 
old thieves, and made to earn their wages by dishonest prao- 
tices. When the parent thieves are imprisoned or transport- 
ed, their children are left to shift for themselves, and so fell 
into the hands of the thief-trainer. Here, then, is one great 
source of crime. These children are nurtured in it. They 
come under no good moral influence ; and until the ragged- 
schools were started, they had no idea of honesty, not to 
mention morality and religion. Sharpened by himger, intim- 
idated by severe treatment, and rendered adroit by vigilant 
training, this class of thieves is perhaps the most nmnerous, 
the most daring, the cleverest, and the most difiicult to re- 
form. In a moral point of view, these savages are much 
worse off than the savages of the wilderness, inasmuch as all 
the advantages of civilization are made to serve their criminal 
habits. The poor, helpless little children literally grow up 
__Jnto-arcriminal career, and have no means of knowing that 
they are wrong; they cannot help themselves, have strong 
claims on the compassion of every lover of his species." 

Truly enough these seedling recruits of the criminal popu- 
lation are the most difl&cult to reform. They are impregnable 
alike to persuasion and threatening. They have an ingrain 
conviction that it is you who are wrong, not them. That you 
are wrong in the first place in appropriating all the good 
things the world affords, leaving none for them but what they 
steal ; and in the next place, they regard all yoiu* endeavors 
to persuade them to abandon the wretched life of a thief Ibr 
the equally poor though more creditable existence of the hon- 
est lad, as humbug and selfishness, " no good feeling is ever 
allowed to predominate ; all their passions are distorted, all 
their faculties are perverted. They believe the clergy are all 
hypocrites, the judges and magistrates tyrants, and honest 
people their bitterest enemies. Believing these things sin- 
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■Ay, utd beliering nothing elao, their hand is against every 
in, and the more they are imprisoned the more ia their dia- 
Vllllonesty strength en «l" 

This is, indeed, a doleful summing up of our present poai- 
Q aiid future prospects na regards so lai^ a percentage of 
K'ttosc we build prisons for. It is somewhiit difficult to avoid 
i fbcling of cxaspomtion vhcn, as an honest mAu, and one 
(%ho finds it at times a. sore pinch to pay rates and taxes, ouc 
I'ftontemplates the ugly, bopelcaa picture. Still, wo should 
T' jiever forget that these are creatures who are criminal not by 
T'their own seeking. They ore as they were bom and bred and 
I nurtured, and the only way of relieving society of the pert 
[ they are against it, ia to take all the care we may to guard 
l-iigninst the ravages of thoso we liH\e amongst na, and adopt 
I measures for the prevention of their breeding a new generj- 
Ition. 

How thia may be accomplialied ia for legislators to decide. 
Hitherto it has appeared as a phase of the crimiual <juestion 
that has uttracted very little attention on the part of oar law- 
makers. They appear, however, to be waking up to its im- 
portance at liist. Rcijeiitly, in the House of Lords, Lord 
Romilly suggested that the experiment might bo tried of tak- 
ing away from the home of iniquity they were reared in tho 
children of twice or thrice convicted thieves above the age of 
ten years ; taking them away for good and all and placing 
them under state protection; educating them, and giving 
them a trade. If I rightly recollect, his lordship's suggestion 
did not meet with a particularly hearty reception. Some of 
hia hearers were of opinion that it was setting a premium on 
crime, by affbi-ding the habitual thief just that amount of do- 
mestic relief he in hia selfishness would be most desirous of. 
But Lord Romilly combated this objection with tho i-euaon- 
able rejoinder, that by mere occupation the nature of the thief 
was not abased below that of the brute, and that it was fair 
to asstune that, so far from encouraging him to qualify himself 
for state patronage, hia dread of having his children takei 
from him might even ch'"'k *>'"a iu his iniquitous onropi- 
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One thing, at least, is certain ; it would come much cheaper 
to the country if these budding biu-glars and pickpockets were 
caught up, before their natures became too thoroughly pickled 
in the brine of rascality, and caged away from the community 
at large. Boy thieves are the most mischievous and wasteful 
They will mount a house roof, and for the sake of appropriat- 
ing the half a crown's worth of lead that forms its gutter, 
cause such damage as only a builder's bill of twenty poimds 
or so will set right. The other day a boy stole a fami ly Bib le 
valued at fifty shillings, and after wrenching off the gilt clasps, 
threw the book into a sewer ; the clasps he sold to a marine 
store dealer for twopence halfpenny I It may be fairly assumed 
that in the case of boy thieves, who are so completely in the 
hands of others, that before they can " make " ten shillings in 
cash, they must as a rule steal of the value of at least four 
pounds, and sometimes double as much. But let us put the 
loss by exchange at its lowest, and say that he gets a fourth 
of the value of what he steals, before he can earn eighteen- 
pence a day, he must rob to the amount of two guineas a 
week, — a hundred and nine pounds a year ! Whatever less 
sum it costs the state to educate and clothe and teach him, 
the nation would be in pocket. 

It would be idle to attempt to trace back to its origin the 
incentive to crime in the class of small criminals here treated 
of. Innocent of the meaning of the term " strict integrity," 
they are altogether imconscious of offending against it. . They 
may never repent, for they can feel no remorse for having fol- 
lowed the dictates of their nature. No possible good can arise 
from piecing and patching with creditable stuff the old cloak 
of sin they were clothed in at their birth, and have worn ever 
since, till it has become a second skin to them. Before they 
can be of any real service as membera of an honest commu- 
nity, they must be reformed in the strictest sense of the term. 
Their tainted morality must be laid bare to the very bones, 
as it were, and its rotten foundation made good from its bot- 
tomest laver. The arduousness of this task it is hard to 
overrate ; nothing, iiideed, can be harder, except it be to weed 
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out from an adult criminal the tough and gnarled roots of sin 
that grip and clasp about and strangle his better nature. 
And this should be the child criminal reformer's comfoit and 
encovu^gement. 

It must not be imagined, however, that the growth of juve- 
nile criminality is altogether confined to those regions where 
it is indigenous to the soil ; were it so, our prospects of re- 
lief would appear much more hopeful than at present, for, as 
before stated, all that is necessary, would bo to sow the bale- 
fid ground with the saving salt of sound and wholesome 
teaching, and the ugly vegetation would cease. 

But there are other and more formidable sources from 
■which flow the tributary streams that feed and keep at full 
flood our black sea of crime ; more formidable, because they 
do not take the shape of irrepressible springs that make for 
the surface, simply because they are impelled thereto by forces 
they have not the strength to combat against, but rather of 
well-planned artificial aqueducts and channels, and on the de- 
velopment of which much of intellect is expended. It is 
much harder to deal with the boy who, well knowing right 
from wrong, chooses the latter, tlian with tlic boy wlio from 
the beginning has been wrong from not knowing wliat right 
is. 

Moreover, tlic boy who has been taught right from wrong, 
the boy who has been sent to school and knows how to read, 
has this advantage over his poor brotlier of the gutter, — an 
advantage that tells with inexpressible severity against the 
conmiunity at large ; he has trainers, who, discovering liis 
weakness, make it their profit and business to take liini by 
the hand and bring him along in that path of life to which 
his dishonest inclination has called him. 

I allude to those low-minded, nasty fellows, the proprietors 
and ])ronioters of what may be truthfully described as " gal- 
lows literatp.re." As a curse of London, this one is worthy 
of a special niche in the temple of infamy, and to rank first 
and foremost. The great difficulty would bo to find a scul]^ 
tor of such surpassing skill ns +o be a^'lc to ]»or^mv iji one 
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carved stone face all the hideous vices and passions that shonld 
properly belong to it. It is a stale subject I am aware. In 
my humble way, I have hammered • at it both in newspapers 
and magazines, and many better men have done the same. 
Therefore it is stale. For no other reason. The iniquity in 
itself is as vigorous and hearty as ever, and every week re- 
news its bnmstone leaves (meanwhile rooting deeper and 
deeper in the soil that nourishes it ), but unfortunately it 
comes under the category of evils, the exposure of which the 
public *' have had enough of." It is very provoking, and not 
a little disheartening, that it should be so. Perhaps this 
complaint may be met by the answer. The public are not 
tired of this one amongst the many abuses that afflict its 
soul's health, it is only tired of being reminded of it. Ex- 
plorers in the fields less difficult have better fortune. As, 
for instance, the fortunate discoverer of a gold-field is. Every- 
body would be glad to shake him by the hand, — the hand 
that had felt and lifted the weight of the nuggets and the 
yellow chips of dust ; nay, not a few would be willing to trim 
his finger-nails on the chance of their discovering beneath 
enough of the auriferous deposit to pay them for their trouble. 
But, to be sure, in a city of splendid commercial enterprise 
such as is ours, it can scarcely be expected that that amount 
of honor would be conferred on the man who would remove a 
plague from its midst as on the one whose magnificent genius 
tended to fatten the money-bt^^s in the Bank cellars. 

At the risk, however, of being stigmatized as a man with a 
weakness for butting against stone walls, I cannot let this 
opportunity slip, or refrain from firing yet once again my 
small pop-gun against this fortress of the Devil. The reader 
may have heard enough of the abomination to suit his taste, 
and let him rest assured that the writer has written more 
than enough to suit hu ; but if every man set up his " taste " 
as the goal and summit of his striving, any tall fellow a-tip- 
toe might, after all, see over the heads of most of us. The 
main difficulty is that the tens and hundreds of thousands of 
boys who stint a penny from its more legitimate use to pur- 
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chase a dole of the pernicious trash in question, have 7iot 
" had enough of it." Nothing can be worse than this, ex- 
cept it is that the purveyors of letter-press offal have not had 
enough of it either, but, grown prosperous and muscular on 
the good feeding their monstrous profits have insured them, 
they are continually opening up fresh ground, each patch 
fouler and more pestilent than the last. 

At the present writing I have before me half a dozen of 
these penny weekly numbers of " thrilling romance," ad- 
dressed to boys, and circulated entirely among them — and 
girls. 1% was by no means because the number of these 
poison pen*orths on sale is small that a greater vaiiety was 
not procured. A year or so shice, wishmg to write a letter 
on the subject to a daily newspaper, I fished out of one little 
news-vendor's shop, situated in the nice convenient neighbor- 
hood of Clerkenwell, which, more than any other quarter of 
the metropolis, is crowded with working children of both 
sexes, the considerable number of tioentff-three samples of 
this gallows literature. But if I had not before suspected it, 
my experience on that occasion convinced me that to buy 
more than a third of that number would be a slicer waste of 
ponce. To be sure, to expect honest dealing on the part 
of such fellows as can dabble in " property " of the kind in 
question is in the last degree absurd, but one would think 
that they would, for *' business " reasons, maintain some show 
of giving a pen'orth for a penny. Such is not the case, how- 
ever. In three instances in my twenty-three numbers, I 
found the selfsame story published twice luider a diffei'ent 
title, while for at least half the remainder the variance from 
their brethren is so very slight that nobody but a close read- 
er would discover it. 

The six peu'orth before me include, *'The Skeleton Band," 
"Tyburn Dick," '* The Black Knight of the Road," "Dick 
Turpin," " The Boy Burglar," and " Starlight Sail." If I am 
asked. Is the poison each of these papers contains so cunning- 
ly disguised and mixed Avith harmless-seeming ingredients 
that a boy of shrewd in^^^'^lliir^nc'^ '^n^ de'^ent mind miirht bt 
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betrayed by its insidious seductiveness 1 I reply, no. The only 
subtlety employed in the precious composition is that which is 
employed in preserving it from offending the blunt nostrils of 
the law to such a degree as shall compel its interference. If 
it is again inquired, do I, though unwillingly, acknowledge 
that the artful ones, by a wonderful exercise of tact and inge- 
nuity, place the law in such a fix that it would not be justified 
in interfering? I most distinctly reply, that I acknowledge 
nothing of the kind ; but that, on the contrary, I wonder very 
much at the clumsiness of a legislative machine that can let 
so much scoundrelism slip through its cogs and snares. 

The daring lengths these open encouragers of boy highway- 
men and Tyburn Dicks will occasionally go to serve their vil- 
lanous ends is amazing. It is not more than two or three 
years since, that a prosperous member of the gang whose 
business premises were in, or within a few doors of, Fleet 
Street, by way of giving a fixir start to his published account 
of- some thief and murderer, publicly advertised that the buy- 
ers of certain numbers would be entitled to a chance of a 
Prize in a grand distribution of ddggers. Specimens of the 
deadly weapons (made, it may be assumed, after the same 
fashion as that one with which " flash Jack,'' in the romance, 
pinned the police officer in the small of his back) were ex- 
hibited in the publisher's shop window, and in due course 
found their way into the hands of silly boys, with minds well 
primed for " daring exploits," by reading " numbers 2 and 3 
given away with number 1." 

It is altogether a mistake, however, to suppose that the 
poison publisher's main element of success consists in his 
glorification of robl)ers and cut-throats. To be sure he can 
by no means afford to dispense with the ingredients men- 
tioned in the concoction of his vile brew, but his first and 
foremost reliance is on lewdness. Everything is subservient 
to this. He will picture to his youthful readers a hero of the 
highway, so ferocious in his nature, and so reckless of blood- 
shed, that he has earned among his comrades the flattering 
nickname of " the Panther." He will reveal the bold panther 
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in all his glory, deaving the skull of the obstinate old gentle- 
man in his travelling-carriage, who will not give up his 
money, or setting an old woman on the kitchen jQre, as a just 
punishment for hiding her guineas in the oven, in fishing them 
out of which the panther bums his fingers ; he will cxliibit the 
crafty " panther " wriggling his way through the floor boards 
of his cell into a sewer beneath, and through which he is to 
make his escape to the river, and then, by a flourisli of his 
magic pen, he will convey the " panther " to the " boudoir " 
of Starlight Sail, and show you how weak a quality valor is 
in the presence of " those twin queens of the earth," youth 
and beauty ! The brave panther, when he has once crossed 
the threshold of that splendid damsel (who, by the way, is a 
thief, and addicted to drinking brandy by the " bimiper "), is, 
vulgarly speaking, " nowhere." The haughty curl of his lip, 
the glance of his eagle eye, " the graceful contoiu: of his man- 
ly form," a mere gestiu*o of which is sufficient to quell rising 
mutiny amongst his savage crew, all fidl flat and impotent be- 
fore the. queenly majesty of Sail. But there is no fear that the 
reader will lose his faith in Panther Bill because of this 
weakness confessed. As drawn ])v the Author, (docs the })cs- 
tifcTous rascal so stylo himself, I wonder]) Stai'li<^'lit Sail is 
a creature of such exquisite loveliness that Jupiter himself 
might have knelt before her. She is such a matchless combi- 
nation of perfection, that it is found necessary to descri])e her 
charms se})arately, and at such length that all the catalogue 
of the whole extends through at least six pages. 

It is in this branch of his devilish business that the author 
of " Starlight Sail " excels. It is evident that the man's 
mind is in his work, and he lingers over it with a loving hand. 
Never was there such a tender anatomist. He ])egins at Sail's 
head, and revels in her auburn tresses, that ''in silken, snaky 
locks wanton o 'er her shoulders, white as p]astern ivory." 
He is not profound in foreheads, and hers he passes over as 
" chaste as snow," or in noses, Sail's being described briefly as 
" finely chiselled " ; but he is well up in the language of eyes, 
— the bad language. H** skirmishes plavfully about tln>se 
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of Sail, and discourses of her eyebrows as ** ebon brow," from 
which she launches her excruciating shafts of love. He takes 
her by the eyelashes, and describes them as the " golden 
fringe that screens the gates of paradise," and finally he dips 
into Sail's eyes, swinuning with luscious languor, and pregnant 
with tender inviting to Panther Bill, who was consuming in 
ardent affection, as " the rippling waves of the bright blue 
sea to the sturdy swimmer.*' It is impossible here to repeat 
•what else is said of the eyes of Starlight Sail, or her teeth, 
'* like rich pearls," or of her " pouting coral lips, in which a 
thousand tiny imps of love are lurking." Bear in mind that 
this work of ours is designed for the perusal of thinking men 
and women ; that it is not intended as an amusing work, but 
as an endeavor to portray to Londoners the curses of London 
in a plain and unvarnished way, in hope that they may be 
stirred to some sort of absolution from them. As need not 
be remarked, it would be altogether impossible to the essayer 
of such a task, if he were either squeamish or fastidious in 
the handling of the material at his disposal ; but I dare not 
follow oiu* author any further in his description of the person- 
al beauties of Starlight Sail. Were I to do so, it would be 
the fate of this book to be flung into the fire, and every de- 
cent man who met me \vould regard himself justified in kick- 
ing or cursing me ; and yet, good fathers and mothers of Eng- 
land, and yet, elder brothers and grown sisters, tons of this 
bird-lime of the pit is vended in London every day of the 
Christian year. 

Which of us can say that his children are safe from the 
contamination 1 Boys well bred, as well as ill bred, are might- 
ily inquisitive about such matters, and the chances are very 
clear, sir, that if the said bird-lime were of a sort not more 
pernicious than that which sticks to the fingers, we might at 
this very moment find the hands of my little Tom and your 
little Jack besmeared with it. Granted, that it is unlikely, 
that it is in the last degree improbable, even ; still, the re- 
motest of pmbabilities have before now shown themselves 
grim actualities, and just consider for a moment the twinge of 
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horror that would seae on either of us were it to so happen ! 
Let us for a moment picture to ourselves our fright and be- 
wilderment if we discovered that our little boys were feasting 
off this deadly firuit in the secrecy of their chambers ! Would 
it then appear to us that it was a subject the discussion of 
which we had "had enough ofl" Should we be content, 
then, to shrug our shoulders after the old style, and exclaim 
impatiently against the barbarous taste of writers who were 
so tiresomely meddlesome ? Not likely. The pretty conster- 
nation that would ensue on the appalling discovery ! — the 
ransacking of boxes and cupboards, to make quite sure that 
no dreg of the poison, in the shape of an odd page or so, 
werp hidden away ! — the painful examination of the culprit, 
who never till now dreamt of the enormity of the thing ho 
had been doing ! — the reviling and threatening that would be 
directed against the imscrupulous news-agent who had sup- 
pUed the pernicious pen*orth ! Good heavens ! the tremen- 
dous rumpus there would be ! But, thank God, there is no 
fear of that happening. 

Is there not ? What are the assured grounds of safety 1 Is 
it because it stands to reason that all such coarse and vulgar 
trash finds its level amongst the coarse and vulgar, and could 
gain no footing above its own elevation 1 It may so stand in 
reason, but unfortunately it is the unreasonable fact that this 
same pen-poison finds customers at heights above its natural 
low and foul water-line almost inconceivable. How otherwise 
is it accountable that at least a quarter of a million of these 
penny numbers are sold weekly 1 How is it that in quiet 
suburban neighborhoods, far removed from the stews of Lon- 
don, and the pernicious atmosphere they engender ; in serene 
and peaceful semi- country towns where genteel boarding- 
scliools flourish, there may almost invariably be found some 
small shopkeeper who accommodatingly receives consignments 
of " Blue-skin " and the " Mysteries of London," and unob- 
trusively supplies his well-dressed little customer with these 
f\dl-flavored articles'? Granted, my dear sir, that your 
young Jack, or my twelve-years-old llobert, have minds too 

5* 
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pure either to seek out or crave after literature of the Bort in 
question, but not unfroquently it is foimd without seeking. 
It is a contagious disease, just as cholera and typhus and the 
plaguo ai'o contagious, and, as everybody is aware, it needs not 
personal contact with a body stricken to convey either of these 
frightful maladies to the hale and hearty. A tainted scrap 
of rag has been known to spread plague and death through 
an entire village, just as a stray leaf of " Panther Bill," or 
** Tyburn Tree " may sow the seeds of immorality amongst as 
many boys as a town can produce. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE THIEF NON-PROFESSIONAL. 

The Registered and the Unregistered Thieves of the Loodon Hnnting- 
Ground. — The Certainty of the Crop of Vice. — Omnibus Drivers and 
Conductors. — The " Watchers." — The London General Omnibus 
Company. — The Scandal of their S7stem. — The Shopkeeper Thief. 

— False Weights and Measures. — Adulteration of Food and Drink. 

— Our Old Law, " I am as honest as I can afford to be I " — Rudimen- 
tary Exercises in the Art of Pillage. 

There are unregistered as well as "registered" thieves. 
How many of the former make London their hunting-ground, it 
were much more difficult to eniunerate.. Nor is it so much 
out of place as might at first appear, to class both phases of 
rascality under one general heading. We have to consider 
the sources from which are derived our army of London 
thieves. It is not as though the plague of them that afilicts 
was like other plagues, and showed itself mild or virulent, ac- 
cording to well-defined and ascertained provocatives. On the 
contrary, the crop of our crime-fields is even more imdeviating 
than our wheat or barley crops. A gi'ain of coin cast into 
the ground may fail, but the seeds of vice implanted in kindly 
soil is boimd to germinate, unless the nature of the soil itself 
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is altered. As already stated, the number of oiir London 
thieves has somewhat decreased of late years, but it is merely 
to the extent of six or seven per cent. If it is twenty thou- 
sand at the present time, this day twelvemonths, allowing for 
the increased population, it will be nineteen thousand, say. 

Appalling as are the criminal returns for the city of Lon- 
don, it would be a vain delusion to imagine that when the 
" twenty thousand " have passed in review before us, the whole 
of the hideous picture has been revealed. The govcmnicut 
statistics deal only with " professional criminals " ; that class 
of persons, that is to say, who have abandoned all idea of liv- 
ing honestly, and who, weighing the probable consequences, 
resign themselves to a life of systematic depredation, and 
study existing facilities, and likely new inventions, just as the 
ingenious joiner or engineer does in an honest way. 

The all-important question Ixjing, What are the main sources 
from which are derived with such steadiness and certainty, 
recruits for the great criminal army 1 it would be as well to in- 
quire how much of dishonesty is permitted amongst us un- 
checked, simply because it does not take precisely that shape 
and color it must assume before it so offends us that we insist 
on the law's interference. It should perhaps tend to make us 
more tender in our dealings with thieves denounced as such, 
and convicted, and sent to prison, when we consider the thou- 
sands of men of all grades who know honesty by name only, 
and who would at the merest push of adversity slip ofT the 
straight path on which for years past they have been no bet- 
ter than barefaced impostors and trespassers, and ]^lunge at 
once into the miry ways of the professed thieves. It ceases 
to be a wonder how constantly vacancies in the ranks of crime 
are filled, when we reflect on the flimsy partition that screens 
so many seeminijly honest men, and the accidental rending of 
which would disclose a thief long practised, and cool, and bold 
through impunity. There are whole communities of men, 
constituting complete branches of our social economy, on 
whom the taint of dishonesty rests, and their masters are 

fully aware of it, ^"'^ y*^* T-^nr nffp.r ypir *ho,v nrr tIIowp'^ *^ 
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continue in the same employment. Nay, I think that I may 
go as far as to assert that so complete is the disbelief in the 
honesty of their servants by these masters, that to the best 
of their ability they provide against loss by theft by paying 
the said servants very little wages. A notable instance of 
this is fiuTiished by the omnibus conductors in the service of 
the General Omnibus Company. It is not l>ecause the com- 
pany in question conducts its business more loosely than other 
proprietors of these vehicles that I particularize it, but be- 
cause it is a public company in the enjoyment of many privi- 
leges and monopolies, and the public have an undoubted right 
to expect fair treatment of it. I don't know how many omni- 
buses, each requiring a conductor, are constantly running 
through the streets of London, but their number must be 
very considerable, judging from the fact that the takings of 
the London General Omnibus Company alone range from nine 
to ten thousand pounds weekly. Now it is well known to 
the company that their conductors rob them. A gentleman 
of my acquaintance once submitted to the secretary of the 
company an ingenious invention for registering the number of 
passengers an omnibus carried on each journey, but the secre- 
tary was imable to entertain it. " It is of no use to us, sir,'* 
said he. " The machine we want is one that will make our men 
koupstj and that I am afraid is one we are not likely to meet 
with. They tmll rob us, and we can't help ourselves." And 
knowing this the company pay the conductor four shillings a 
day, the said day, as a rule, consisting of seventeen hours, — 
from eight one morning till one the next. The driver, in con- 
sideration, it may be assumed, of his being removed from the 
temptation of handling the ct)mpany's money, is paid six shil- 
lings a day, but his opinion of, the advantage the conductor 
still has over him may be gathered from the fact that he ex- 
pects the latter to pay for any reasonable quantity of malt or 
spirituous liquor he may consume in the course of a long 
scorching hot or freezing cold day, not to mention a cigar or 
two and the invariable parting glass when the cruelly long 
day's work is at an end. 
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It would likewise appear that by virtue of this arrange- 
meut between the omnibus conductor and his employers, the 
interference of the law, even in cases of detected fraud, is dis- 
pensed with. It is understood that the London General Om- 
nibus Company support quite a large staff of men and womou 
watchera, who spend their time in riding about in omnibuses, 
and noting the nmnber of passengers carried on a particular 
journey, with the view of comptiring the returns with the 
conductor's receipts. It must, therefore, happen that the de- 
tections of fraud are numerous ; but does the reader recollect 
ever reading in the police reports of a conductor being prose • 
cuted for robbery 1 

To be sure the Company may claim the right of conducting 
their business in the way they think best as regards the inter- 
ests of the shareholders, but if that " best way " involves the 
coimtenancing of theft on the paii; of their servants, which 
can mean nothing else than the encouragement of thieves, it 
becomes a grave question whether the interests of its share- 
holders should be allowed to stand before the interests of so- 
ciety at large. It may bo that to prosecute a dishonest con- 
ductor is only to add to the pecuniary loss he has already 
inflicted on the Company ; but the question that much more 
nearly concerns the public is, what becomes of him when sud- 
denly and in disgrace they turn him from their doors ] No 
one will employ him. In a few weeks his ill-gotten savings 
are exha\isted, and he, the man who for months or years, per- 
haps, has been accustomed to treat himself generously, tinds 
himself without a sixpence, and, what is worse, with a mju*k 
against his character so black and broad that his chances of 
obtaining employment in the same capacity are altogether too 
remote for calculation. The respectable barber who declined 
to shave a coal-heaver on the ground that he was too vulgar a 
sul)ject to come under the delicate operations of the shaver's 
razor, and who was reminded by the grimy one that he had 
just before shaved a baker, justified his conduct on the plea 
that his professional dignity compelled him to draw a line 
somewhere, and that he drew it at bakers. Just so the Lon- 
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don General Omnibus Company. They draw the line at thieves 
rash and foolish. So long as a servant of theii"s is content to 
prey on their property with enough of discretion as to render 
exposure unnecessary, he may continue their servant ; but they 
make it a rule never again to employ u man who has been so 
careless as to be found out. 

As has been shown, it is difficult to imagine a more satis- 
factory existence than that of an omnibus conductor to a man 
lost to all sense of honesty ; on the other hand it is just as 
difficult to imagine a man so completely "floored" as the 
same cad disgraced, and out of employ. It is easy to see on 
"what small inducements such a man may be won over to the 
criminal ranks. He has no moral scruples to overcome. His 
larcenous hand has been in the pocket of his master almost 
every hour of the day for months, perhaps years past. He is 
not penitent, and if he were, and made an avowal to that ef- 
fect, he would be answered by the incredulous jeers and sneers 
of all who knew him. The best that he desires is to meet 
with as easy a method of obtaining pounds as when he cheer- 
fully drudged, for eighteen hours for a wage of four shillings. 
This being the summit of his ambition, presently he stumbles 
on what appears even an easier way of making money than 
the old way, and he unscrupulously appears not in a new 
character, but in that he has had long experience in, but with- 
out the mask. 

I should wish it to be distinctly understood, that I do not 
include all omnibus conductors in this sweeping condemna- 
tion. That there are honest ones amongst them I make no 
doubt ; at the same time I have no hesitation in repeating 
that in the majority of cases it is expected of them that they 
will behave dishonestly, and they have no disinclination to 
discredit the expectation. I believe, too, that it is much more 
difficult for a man to be honest as a servant of the company 
than if he were in the employ of a "small master." It is 
next to impossible for a man of integrity to join and work 
harmoniously in a gang of rogues. The odds against his do- 
ing so may be calculated exactly by the number that comprise 
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the gang. It is not only on principle that they object to him. 
Unless he " does as they do " ho becomes a witness against 
them every time he pays his money in. And he does as they 
do. It is so much easier to do so than, in the condition of a 
man laboring hard for comparatively less pay than a common 
road-scraper earns, to stand up single-handed to champion the 
cause of honesty in favor of a company who are undisgiiisedly 
in favor of a smig and comfortable compromise, and have no 
wish to be " bothered." 

It is a great scandal that such a system should be permitted 
to exist ; and a body of employers mean enough to connive at 
such bargain-making can expect but small sympathy from the 
public if the dishonesty it tacitly encourages picks it to the 
bones. What are the terms of the contract between employer 
and employed 1 In plain language these : ** We are perfectly 
aware that you apply to us well knowing our system of doing 
business, and with the deliberate intention of robbing us all 
you safely can ; and in self-defence, therefore, we will pay you 
as what you may, if you please, regard as wages, three pence 
three farthings an hour, or four shillings per day of seventeen 
hours. We know that the probabilities are, that you will add 
to that four shillings daily to the extent of another five or six. 
It is according to our calculation that you will do so. Our 
directors have arrived at the conclusion, that as omnibus con- 
ductors, of the ordinary type, you cannot be expected to rob 
us of a less sum than that, and we are not disposed to grum- 
ble so long as you remain so moderate ; but do not, as you 
value your situation with all its accompanying privileges, go 
beyond that. As a man who only robs us of, say, five shil- 
lings a day, we regard you as a fit and proper person to wait on 
our lady and gentleman passengers ; to attend to their con- 
venience and comfort, in short, as a worthy representative of 
the L. G. 0. C. But beware how you outstrip the bounds of 
moderation as we immistakably define them for you ! Shoidd 
you do so, we will kick you out at a moment's notice, and on 
no consideration will we ever again employ you." 

Taking this view of t^« ra?»'*- th*^ ornnibus pondu^+or. s\) 
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though entitled to a foremost place in the ranks of thieves 
non-professional, can scarcely be said to be the least excusa- 
ble amongst the fraternity. There are many who, looking 
down on the " cad " from their pinnacle of high respectability, 
are ten times worse than he is. Take the shopkeeper thief, 
for instance. He is by far a greater villain than the half- 
starved wretch who snatches a leg of mutton from a butcher's 
hook, or some article of drapery temptingly flaunting outside 
the shop of the clothier, because in the one case the crime is 
perpetrated that a soul and a wofully lean body may be saved 
from severance, and in the other case the iniquity is mfide to 
pander to the wrong-doer's covetous desire to grow fat, to 
wear magnificent jewelry, and to air his imwieldy carcass an- 
nually at Margate. 

He has enough for his needs. His deservings, such as they 
are, most liberally attend him ; but this is not enough. The 
" honest penny " is very well to talk about, in fact, in his 
cleverly assumed character of an upright man, it is as well to 
talk about it loudly and not unfrequently, but what fudge it 
is if you come to a downright blunt and " business " view of 
the matter to hope ever to make a fortune by the accumula- 
tion of ** honest pennies ! " Why, thirty of the shabby things 
make no more than half a crown if you permit each one to 
wear its plain stupid face, whereas if you plate it neatly and 
tender it, — backed by your reputation for respectability, 
which your banking account of course proves beyond a doubt, 
— it will pass as genuine silver, and you make two and five- 
pence at a stroke ! You don't call it " making," you robbers 
of the counter and money-till, that is a vulgar expression 
used by "professional" thieves ; you allude to it as " cutting it 
fine." Neither do you actually plate copper pennies and pass 
them off on the unwary as silver half-crowns. Unless you 
were very hard driven indeed, you would scorn so low and 
dangerous a line of business. Yours is a much safer system 
of robbery. You simply palm off on the unwary customer 
burnt beans instead of coffee, and ground rice instead of ar- 
rowroot, and a mixture of lard and turmeric instead of butter. 
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You poison the poor mau^s bread. He is a drunkard, and you 
are not even satisfied to delude him of bis earnings for so long 
a time as he may haply live as a wallower in l)eer aud gin, 
that is, beer and gin as originally manufactured ; aud must, in 
order to screw a few half-pence extra and daily out of the 
poor wretch, put grains of paradise in his gin and cocculus in- 
dicus in his malt liquor ! And, more insatiable than the leech, 
you are not content with cheating him to the extent of twenty- 
five per cent by means of abominable mixtures and adidtera- 
tion, you must pass him through the mill, and cut him yet a 
little finer when he comes to scale ! You must file your 
weights and dab Imnps of grease under the beam, and steal 
an oimce or so out of his pound of bacon. If you did this 
after he left your premises, if you dared follow him outside, 
and stealthily inserting your hand into his pocket abstracted a 
rasher of the poimd he had just bought of you, and he caught 
you at it, you would be quaking in the grasp of a policeman 
in a very short time, and branded in the newspapers as a pal- 
try thief, you would never again dare loose the bar of yoiu* 
shop shutters. But by means of your dishonest scales and 
weights, you may go on stealing rashers from morning till 
night, from Monday morning till Saturday night that is, and 
live long to adorn your comfortable church pew on Sundays. 

I must be excused for sticking to you yet a little longer, 
Mr. Shopkeeper Thief, because I hate you so. I hate you 
more than ever, and you will be rejoiced when I tell you why. 
A few months since, there seemed a chance that your long ca- 
reer of cruel robbery was about to be checked. An excellent 
lord and gentleman. Lord E. Cecil, made it his business to 
call the attention of the House of Commons to the state of 
the law with respect to false weights and measures, and the 
adulterations of food and drinks. His lordship informed hon- 
orable members that the number of convictions for false 
weights and measures during the past year amounted to the 
large number of thirteen hundred, and this was exclusive of 
six districts, namely. South wark, Newington, St. George's, 

Hanover Square, Paddington, and the Strand, which, for rea- 

n 
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sons best known to the local authorities, made no return what- 
ever. In Westminster alone, and within six months, a hun- 
dred pereons were convicted, and it was foimd that of these 
twenty-four, or nearly one fourth of the whole, were licensed 
victuallers, and fortynseven were dairy-men, greengrocers, 
cheesemongers, and others, who supplied the poor with food, 
making in all seventy per cent of provision-dealers. In the 
parish of St. Pancras, the convictions for false weights and 
measures exceed those of every other parish. But in future, 
however much the old iniquity may prevail,- the rogue's returns 
will show a handsome diminution. This has been managed 
excellently well by the shrewd vestrymen themselves. When 
the last batch of shopkeeper swindlers of St. Pancras were 
tried and convicted, the ugly fact transpired that not a few of 
them were gentlemen holding official positions in the parish. 
This was serious. The meddlesome fellows who had caused 
the disagreeable exposure were called a "leet jiu-y," whose 
business it was to pounce on evil-doers whenever they thought 
fit, once in the course of every month. The vestry has power 
over this precious Icet jury, thank Heaven ! and after sitting 
in solemn council, the vestrymen, some of them, doubtless 
with light weights confiscated and deficient gin and beer 
measures rankling in their hearts, passed a resolution, that 
in future the leet jury was to stay at home and mind its own 
business, until the vestry clerk gave it liberty to go over the 
ground carefully prepared for it. 

Alluding to the scandalous adulteration of food. Lord E. 
Cecil remarked : " The right honorable gentleman, the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, in one of his addresses by which 
he had electrified the public and his constituents, stated that 
the great panacea for the ills of the working class was a free 
breakfast-table. Now he, Lord E. Cecil, was the last person 
in the world to object to any revision of taxation if it were 
based upon really sound grounds. But with all due deference 
to the right honorable gentleman, there was one thing of even 
more importance, namely, a breakfast-table free from all im- 
purities." And then his lordship proceeded to quote innu- 
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merable instances of the monstrous and dangerous injustice in 
question, very much to the edification of members assembled, 
if reiterated " cheers," and " hear, hear," went for anything. 
This was promising, and as it should be. As Lord Cecil re- 
marked, " When I asked myself why it is that this great na- 
tion which boasts to be so practical, and which is always ready 
to take up the grievances of Other people, has submitted so 
tamely to this monstrous and increasing evil, the only answer 
I could give was that what was everybody's business had be- 
come nobody's business." Doubtless this was the view of the 
case that every member present on the occasion took, and 
very glad they must have been when they found that what was 
everybody's business had become somebody's business at last. 

And what said the President of the Board of Trade when 
he came to reply to the motion of Lord Cecil : " That in the 
opinion of the House it is expedient that her Majesty's gov- 
ernment should give their earliest attention to the wide-spread 
and most reprehensible practice of using false weights and 
measiu*es, and of adulterating food, drinks, and drugs, with a 
view of amending the law as regards the penalties now inflict- 
ed for those offences, and of providing more efficient means 
for the discovery and prevention of fraud." Did the right 
honorable President promptly and generously promise his 
most cordial support for the laudable object in view ] No. 
Amazing as it may appear to the great host of workingmcn 
that furnish the shopkeeping rogue his chief prey, and who to 
a man are ready to swear by the right honorable gentleman, 
he did nothing of the kind. He started by unhesitatingly 
expressing his opinion that the mover of the question, quite 
unintentionally of course, had much exaggerated the whole 
business. And further, that although there might be partic- 
ular cases in which great harm to healtli and much fraud 
might possibly be shown, yet general statements of the kind 
in question were dangerous, and almost certain to be unjust. 

" Now, I am prepared to show," continued the honorable 
gentleman, " that the exaggeration of the noble lord — 1 do 
not say intentional exaggeration, of course — is just as great 
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in the matter of weights and measures as in that of adultera- 
tion. Probably he is not aware tliat in the hst of persons 
employing weights that are inaccurate, — I do not say fraud- 
ulent, — no distinction is drawn between those who are inten- 
tionally fraudulent and those who are accidentally inaccurate, 
and that the penalty is precisely the same and th^ ofience is 
just as eagerly detected. Now the noble lord will probal)ly 
be surprised to hear that many persons are fined annually, not 
because their weights are too small, but because they are too 
large." 

Probably, however, his lordship, who has evidently given 
much attention to the subject, is master of this as well as all 
other bmnches of it, and is not so much surprised as it may 
be assumed the less knowing President of the Board of Trade 
was when the anomaly was brought under his notice. Prob- 
ably Lord Cecil is aware, that in a very large number of 
businesses, articles are bought as well as sold by weight by 
the same shopkeeper and at the same shop, in such case it is 
nothing very wonderfid to discover a weight of seventeen 
ounces to the pound. Moreover, it may be unknown to Mr. 
Bright, but it is quite a common trick with the dishonest 
shopkee|)er to have means at hand for adjusting his false 
weights at the very shortest notice. It is not a difficult pro- 
cess. Weights are, as a rule, "justified" or corrected by 
means of adding to, or taking from, a little of the lead 
that is for this purpose sunk in the hollow in which the 
weight-ring is fixed. This leaden plug being raised by the 
point of a knife, nothing is easier than to add or withdraw a 
wedge of tlie same material. The knife-point raises the lead- 
en lid, the knife-handle forces it down at a blow, and the trick 
is done. At the same time, the coolest rogue, with a knowl- 
edge that the " leet " is only next door, cannot always man- 
age his conjuring deftly, and this may in not a few instances 
account for the weight more than just. Besides, taking the 
most liberal view of the matter, it would be manifestly 
dangerous to allow a system of " aveniges " to do duty for 
strict and rigid justice. The relations between customer and 
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eliopkeeper would speedily fall into a sad muddle If the liittcr 
■were permitted to excuse himself for Kellini; Kfteen ouncoa iu- 
stead of a full pound of butter to-day on the )^uuU thiLt lie 
has a, aeventeen-ounce weight somewhere nlxiut, and the 
probahility that what he iis short to-day the customer had 
over and aboTe in the pound of lard he bought yesterday. 

Again, let ua listen to Mr. Bright as an advi>cato of Belf- 
protoction. " If the corporatioua aud the magistrates have 
not BttfEoient interest in the matter, if tiie people who elect 
the corpor.ktion eare bo little al)out it, I think that is fair 
evLdeuce that the grievance is not near so extensive aud in- 
jurious and burdensome as it has been doBcribed by the noble 
lord. My own impreseion witli regard to adulteration is, that 
it arises from the very great and perhaps inevitable com- 
petition in business ; and that to a, larj.'o extent it is prompted 
by the ignorance of customers. Ah the ignorunce of custom- 
ers generally is diminishing, we may hope that befoiv long the 
ailulteration of food may bIso diminish. It is quite inipos- 
Bible that you should have the oversight of the bIiojib of the 
country by inspectors, and it is (]uite impossible that you 
Bhould have persons going into shops to buy sugar, pickles, 
and cayenne pepper, to get them analyzed, and then to raise 
complaints against shop-keepers and bring them before magis- 
trates. If men in their private busiueaa were to be tracked 
by government ofiicera and inspectors every hour in the day, 
life would not be worth having, and I should recommend 
them to remove to another country where they would not be 
subject to such annoyance." 

With a knowledge of the source from which this eipressioii 
of opinion as to commercial morality emanates, one is apt to 
mistrust once reading it. Surely a line has been inodverteiitly 
skipped, a line that contains the key of the puzzle, and re- 
veals the refined sarcasm that Inrks beneath the surfoce. But 
no, — twice reading, thrice reading, fails to shed any new 
lights on the mystery. Here is Mr. John Bright, the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, the workingman's champion, and 
the stanch upholder of the r^bt of those who sweat in hou- 
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est toil to partake plentifully of untaxed food and drink, 
putting forth an extenuation for those who, under guise of 
honest trading, filch from the workingman, and pick and 
steal from his loaf, from his beer-jug, from his sugar-basin, 
from his milk-pot, in short, from all that he buys to eat or 
drink. " My own impression is," says the Right Hon. Presi- 
dent, " that adulteration arises from competition in business." 
Very possibly, but does that excuse it? We are constantly 
reminded that " competition is the soul of trade," but we 
should be loath to think that such were the fact if the term 
" competition " is to be regarded as synonymous with adultera- 
tion, or, in plain language, robbery. " It is quite impossible 
that you should have persons going about endeavoring to de- 
tect the dishonest tradesman in his peculations, with a view 
to his punishment." Why is it impossible 1 Must not the 
repose of this sacred " soul of business " be disturbed on so 
trivial a pretext as the welfare of the bodies of a clodhopping 
people, who are not commercial 1 So far from its being " im- 
possible " to substitute vigilant measures for the detection of 
the petty pilferer who robs the poor widow of a ha'porth of 
her three pen'orth of coals, or the fatherless child of a slice 
out of its meagre allowance of bread, it should be regarded 
by the government as amongst its chief duties. Other nations 
find it not impossible. In France a commissary of police has 
the right to enter any shop, and seize any suspected article, 
bearing, of course, all the responsibility of wrongf 1 seizure. In 
Prussia, as Lord Cecil informed the House, " whoever know- 
ingly used false weights and measures was liable to imprison- 
ment for three months, to be fined from fifty to a thousand tha- 
lers, and to suffer the temporary loss of his rights of citizenship. 
Secondly, where false weights and measures were not regularly 
employed, a fine of thirty thalers maybe imposed, or the delin- 
quent sent to prison for foiu* weeks. Thirdly, the adulteration 
of food or drink is punishable with a fine of one hundred and 
fifty thalers, or six weeks* imprisonment. -Fourthly, if poison- 
ous matter or stuff be employed, the offender is liable to im- 
prisonment for a term not exceeding ten years. Fifthly, 
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where odulteratioti wns proved to hflve caused severe pliyaical 
injury, a sentence of from tuu to twuiity years' iiiipriaoiiiiiuiit 
might be pn,3sed. And yet iu this coiiutry ofleucea of this 
nature coiiid only be puuislied by the imposition of a penalty 
of ft fine of live pounds, with costs." Tiiese are not laws of 
yesterday. Thoy have stood the test of many years, and 
French and Pmaaiana find it not " impoasibla " to coutiuuo 
their salutary enforcement. But it is curious the extraordi- 
nary view men in authority amongst \m at times take of tlio 
license that should he permitted the " tmder." I remember 
once being present at a County Court, and a case ti-ied was 
that between a wholesale mustard-dealer and a coukaliop 
keeper. The cookshop keeper declined to pay for coi-tain 
mustard delivered to him on the ground that liia customurs 
would not eat it. Indeed it could liardly be called mustard 
at all, being little else than flour colored with turmcrii;, ami, 
backed by medical testimopy, the defendant mainly ruliud on 
this point, L e. that it was not mustard at all, fur a verdii;t. 
But the judge would not hear of this ; in hia summing up lie 
remarked that it wns idle to contend that tlic stuft" was nut 
mustard ; it wa$ mtigtard in. a eommfrcial tense, whatever 
might be its quality, and thereon gave a verdict for the plain- 
tiff, and for the amount claimed. 

I must confess that at the time I had my doubts as to this 
being sound law, but after the declaration of the I'reaident of 
the Board of Trade, I am bound to admit the possibility of 
my being mistaken. " Competition is the soul of commerce ; 
competition is the parent of adulteration; adulteration is 
theft as a rule, — murder as an exception. The loaf that is 
composed of inferior flour, rtce, potatoes, and alum, is the 
"wheaten bread" of "commerce." The poisonous liquid 
composed of a little malt and hops, eked out with treacle and 
eocculus indicue, is the beer of "commerce." And, accorditig 
to the same ruling, a lump of lard stuck under the butter- 
shop scale, or the inch snipped off tlie draper's yaid, or the 
fals* bottom to the publican's pot, constitute the weights and 
IS of " commerce." All these little harmless tricks of 
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trade arc, it seems, within the scope of a tradesman's '' private 
business," and according to the President of the Board of 
Trade, if a tradesman in pursuit of his private business is to 
be watched and spied over for the malicious purpose of bring- 
ing him within the grasp of the law, why, the sooner he quits 
the country and settles amongst a more easy-going people, 
with elbow-room proper for his commercial enterprise, the 
better for him. 

Undoubtedly the better for him and the lietter for us. I 
would make this difference, however. When his iniquity was 
discovered, he should not go altogether unrewarded for his 
past services. He should be assisted in his going abroad. 
He should not be called on to pay one penny for his outr 
ward passage, and, what is more, he should be supplied with 
substantial lijisey-woolsey clothing, and his head should be 
cropped quite close, so that the scorching sun of Bermuda 
or Gibraltar might not upset his brain for future commercial 
speculation. 

It needs, however, something more persuasive than the 
'* mustard of commerce " to induce us to swallow with satis- 
faction the President's assertion that "to a large extent 
adulteration is promoted by the ignorance of customers," nor 
are we immensely consoled by the suggestion that " as the 
ignoi"ance of the customer diminishes, the adulteration of 
food will also diminish." Decidedly this is a bright lookout 
for the ignorant customer ! There is to be no help for him, 
no relief. He must endure to be cheated in weight and 
measure, and slowly poisoned in the beer he drinks, and the 
bread he eats, until he finds time and money to provide him- 
self with a scientific education, and becomes an accomplished 
scholar in chemistry, able to detect adulteration at sight or 
smell. Is this what the President of the Board of Trade 
means, or what is it ] He cannot mean that the imposture is 
endured because the consumer will not take the trouble to 
avail himself of the laws made for his protection, because he 
is distinctly informed that although there are such laws, they 
are rendered inoperative because of the " impossibility " of 
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having inspectors and detectives going about prying into 
the "private business" of the shopkeeper, and annoy- 
ing him. If the ignorance of the honest man is to be re- 
garded as the fair opportunity of the rogue, then there 
appears no reason why the immunity enjoyed by the 
fraudulent shopkeeper should not likewise be the in- 
dulgence allowed to the professional thief. It is the 
" ignorance of the customer *' that enables the cheat 
to impose on him bad money for good, or a forged signa- 
ture for one that is genuine. It is the ignorance of 
the green young man from the country as regards the 
wicked ways of London, that enables the skittle shaq)er to 
fleece him with ease and completeness. Undoubtedly, if wo 
were all equally " wide awake," as the vulgar saying is, if no 
one had the advantage of his neighbor as regards cunning, 
and shrewdness, and suspicion, and all the other elements 
that constitute " a man of the world," then the trade of 
cheating would become so wretched a one that even ingrain 
rogues would for their life sake cultivate the sort of honesty 
that was prevalent as the best policy, though very much 
against their natural inclination ; but it mi<rht possibly be 
found that there are thousands and tens of thousands of 
simple people who would prefer to remain in *' ignonince," 
having no desire to become " men of the world " in the sense 
above indicated, and electing for their souls' sake to be lambs 
with a fleece to lose, than ravening wolves, whose existence 
depends on the fleecing of lambs. 

Apropos of the practice of cheating by means of the 
adnltemtion of foods and drinks, it may not be out of j)lacc 
here to mention that during the discussion a member in whom 
Mr. Bright expressed great confidence announced that the 
use of alum in bread, so far from being injurious, was jtosifive- 
hj henejidal. Doctor Letheby, however, is of a somewhat dif- 
ferent opinion. Recently, at the Society of Arts, he read a 
paper on the subject. Here are his opinions on the suhjcc^t : 
" By the addition of alum, inferior and even damaged Hour 
may be made into a tolerablp-lookinij: loaf. It is the pronei-tv 
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of alum to make the gluten tougfa, and to prevent its dil |^ 
coloration by heat, as well as to check the action of the yeas: i 
or ferment upon it. When, therefore, it is added to good^i 
flour, it enables it to hold more water, and so to yield a larger 
number of loaves ; while the addition of it to bad flour pre- 
vents the softening and disintegrating effect of the yeast on 
the poor and inferior gluten, and so enables it to bear the 
action of heat in the progress of baking. Accordin^to the 
quality of flour will be the proportion of alum, and hence 
the amount will range from two ounces to eight ounces per 
sack of flour. These proportions will yield from nine to 
thirty-seven grains of alum in the quartern loaf, quantities 
which are easily detected by chemical means. Indeed, there 
is a simple test by which much smaller quantities of it may 
be readily discovered. You have only to dip a slice of the 
bread into a weak solution of logwood in water, and if alum 
be present, the bread will speedily acquire a red or purpU^ 
tint. Good bread should not exhibit any black specks upon 
its upper cinist ; it should not become sodden and wet at the 
lower part by standing ; it should not become mouldy by 
keeping in a moderately dry place ; it should be sweet and 
agreeable to the taste and smell ; it should not give, when 
steeped, a ropy, acid liquor ; and a slice of it taken from the 
centre of the loaf should not lose more than forty-five per 
cent by drying. 

Again, speaking of the cruelty and dishonesty of the vari- 
ous " sophistications " practised by the vendors of food as re- 
gards the inefficacy of the laws made for its suppression, the 
good doctor says : — 

" Parliament has attempted to deal with the matter by 
legislation, as in the * Act for Preventing the Adulteration of 
Articles of Food or Drink' of 1860; but as the Act is only 
permissive, little or no effect has been given to it. Even in those 
places, as in the city of London, where it has been put into 
operation, and public analysts have been appointed, no good 
has resulted from it ; in fact, it stands upon the statute-book 
as a dead letter. Speaking of the city, I may say that every 
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inducement has been offered for the effective worikmg of the 
Act, but nothing has come of it. In olden times, the reme- 
dies for sudi misdemeanors were quick and effectuaL In the 
Asnsapanis^ for example, as set forth in Liber AlbuSf there 
are not only the strictest regulations concerning the manner 
in which the business of the baker is to be conducted, but 
there are also penalties for failing in the same. ' If any de- 
fault,' it says, * shall be found in the bread of a baker in the 
city, the first time, let him be drawn upon a hurdle from the 
Guildhall to his own house through the great streets where there 
be most people assembled ; and through the great streets which 
are most dirty, with the faulty loaf hanging about his neck. 
If a second time he shall be found committing the same offence, 
let him be drawn from the Guildhall, through the great street 
of Chepe in manner aforesaid to the pillory, and let him be put 
upon the pillory and remain there at least one hour in the day ; 
and the third time that such default shall be found, he shall be 
drawn, and the oven shall be pulled down, and the baker 
made to forswear the trade within the city forever.' It fur- 
ther tells us, that William de Stratford suffered this punish- 
ment for selling bread of short weight, and John do Strode 
* for making bread of filth and cobwebs.' One hoary-headed 
offender was excused the hurdle on account of his age and the 
severity of the season ; and it would seem that the last time 
the punishment was inflicted was in the sixteenth year of the 
reign of Henry VI., when Simon Frensshe was so drawn. A 
like punishment was awarded to butchers and vintners for 
fraudulent dealings ; for we are told that a butcher was pa- 
raded through the streets with bis face to the horse's tail for 
selling measly bacon at market, and that the next day he was 
set in the pillory with two great pieces of his measly bacon 
over his head, and a writing which set forth his crimes. In 
the judgments recorded in Liber Albus there are twenty-three 
cases in which the pillory was awarded for selling putrid meat, 
fish, or poultry, thirteen for unlawful dealings of bakers, and 
six for tlie misdemeanors of vintners and wine-dealers. Ver- 
ily we have degenerated in these matters." 
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And while we are on the subject of thieves non-professional, 
and their easy conversion to the article legally stamped and 
recognized, it may not be amiss briefly to remark on the odd 
ideas of honesty entertained and practised by thousands of 
our hard-fisted and, except for the singular weakness hinted 
at, quite worthy and decent "journeymen." It is curious how 
much of hallucination prevails amongst us on the subject of 
" common honesty." It is as though there were several qual- 
ities of that virtue, "common," "middling," and "superfine," 
as there are in household bread ; and that, carrying out the 
simile, although the " superfine " is undoubtedly nicer, and 
what one would always use if he could afford it,' the honesty 
dubbed " common " is equally wholesome, and on the whole 
the only sort on which it is possible for a workingman to ex- 
ist. 

" I am as honest as I can afford to be," is an observatioii 
common in the mouths of those who really and truly earn 
their bread and acquire a creditable reputation by the sweat 
of their brow. It never seems to occiur to them that such an 
admission is equal to a confession of dishonesty, and since it 
is simply a matter of degree, that the common thief on the 
same grounds may claim the privilege of shaking them by the 
hand as their equal The man who fixes the standard of his 
honesty at no greater height becomes an easy prey to tempta- 
tion. " If he is as honest as he can afford to be," and no more, 
it simply means that his means not being equal to his necessi- 
ties he has already admitted the thin end of the wedge of 
dishonesty to make good the gap, ^nd that, should the said 
gap unhappily widen, the wedge must enter still farther in 
tmtil a total splitting up of the system ensues, and the wedge 
itself becomes the only steadfast thing to cling to. 

That this melancholy consummation is not more frequently 
attained is the great wonder, and would tend to show that 
many men adopt a sort of hobbling compromise, walking as it 
were with one foot on the path of rectitude, and the other in 
the miry way of petty theft, until they get to the end of life's 
tether and both feet slip into the grave. 
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Tt is n ftiet at once humiliating, but there it stini'ln stark 
and stem, and will not be denied, tliiit there are diiily pursu- 
ing their onlinaiy buainesa, aod pnssing as honest, Liindroda 
Bind thousands of laboring folic, who, if their various Uiilvcr- 
BBtions were brought to light, and they were prosecufajd, would 
find themselves in prison ere they wore a day older. Nor 
rfjould this startle us very much since we are well aware of it, 
and luayhap are in no small degree responsible for it, sinvo it 
IB mainly owing to our indolent disregard tliat the evil liiis 
become so firmly established ; at the same time it should lie 
borne in mind, that that no more escusea those who priictiso 
and profit on our iudifi'ereui% to amuil pilferiugs ttian a di&iu~ 
cliaation to prosecute a professional pickpocket mitigittes thu 
offence of the delinijuent. 

The species of dishoiicHtj alluded to as not coming within 
ttie ofGcial term " profeaeional " has many aliases. Ordinarily 
it is called by the cant name of "perks," which is a conven- 
ient abbreviation of the word " perquisites," and in the hands 
of the usera of it, it shows itself a word of amazing flexibility. 
It applies to such uuconeidcred trifles as wai-caudlc ends, and 
may be stretched so as to cover the larcenous abstraction by 
our man-servant of forgottan coats and vests. As has been 
lately exposed in the newspapers, it is not a rare occurrence 
for yoor butler or your cook to conspire with the relish 
tradesman, the latter being permitted to chaige "his own 
prices," on condition that when the monthly bill is paid, the 
first robber hands over to the second two shillings or hajf a 
crown in the pound. It is not, however, these sleek and well- 
fed don-professional thieves that I would just now speak of, 
but rather of the workingman, — the joumeymaD taUor, for 
example. 

Did any one ever yet hear tell of a working t«iIor who was 
proof against misappropriation of his neighbor'a goods, or, as 
he playfully designates it, " cabbage " 1 Is it not a standard 
joke.in the trade, this " cabbage " 1 Did one ever hear of a 
tailor being shunned by his fellow-workmen, or avoided by his 
neighbors, on account of his predil'^ion for "cabbagp ": Yet 
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what is it but another word for " theft ^'i If I intnist a 
builder with so much timber, and so much stone, and so 
many bricks, to build me a house, and I afterwards discover 
that by clever dodging and scheming he has contrived to 
make me believe that all the material I gave him has been 
employed in my house, whereas he has managed to filch 
enough to build himself a small cottage, do I accept his 
humorous explanation that it is only '* cabbage," and forgive 
him 1 No. I regard it as my duty to afford him an oppc^* 
tunity of explaining the matter to a magistrate. But if I 
intrust my tailor with stuff for a suit, and it afterwards 
comes to my knowledge that he has '* screwed" an extra 
waistcoat out of it, which he keeps or sells for his own benefit, 
do I regard it as a serious act of robbery f I am ashamed to 
say that I do not ; I may feel angry, and conceive a contempt 
for tailors, but I take no steps to bring the rogue to justice. 
I say to myself, " It is a mean trick, but they all do it," which 
is most unjust to the community of tailors, because, though I 
may suspect that they all do it, I have no proof of the fact, 
whereas I have proof that there is a dishonest tailor in their 
guild, and I have no right to assume but that they would 
regard it as a favor if I would assist them in weeding lum 
out. 

And it is almost as good a joke as the calling downright 
theft by the comical name of ** cabbage," that the tailor will 
do this and all the time insist on his right to be classed with 
honest men. He insists on this because he was never known 
to steal anything besides such goods as garments are made 
out of. As he comes along bringing your new suit home, he 
would think it no sin to call at that repository for stolen goods 
the "piece brokers," and sell there a strip of your unused 
cloth for a shilling, but yon may safely trust him in the hall 
where the hats and umbrellas and overcoats are. He would 
as soon think of breaking into your house with crow-bars and 
skeleton keys, as of abstracting a handkerchief he saw peeping 
out of a pocket of one of the said coats. 

As with the tailor, so it is with the upholsterer, aad the 
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iliciwfchnry and the piftsAttigBr, and the plumber, and all 
tin 'tmt <€ tbeok I don^ aaj- that eyoiy time ihej take a 
a heed^ttai^ agmpoitndipejghtof thati thai tbej haye before 
tiieifc'eifta tbe^nbniitf of the offence thej are about to ooo^ 
wulL'- "Sniat.tlMgr do thej aee no great harm in. Indeed, 
fmiafc oKt to .them and make it elear that their offence has but 
ti><be^fareii^ fidrly before the criminal authorities to insure 
tbirn a monlii om the treadmill, and thej would as a rule be 
Aodrod peat fepeating the delmquencj. And well would it 
He-tf they wage shocked paet it^-ere misfortune overtake them. 
It ia wh^ ''baidmp'' times set in, audit is difficult indeed to 
earn ai» honest pennj^ that these rudimentary exercises in the 
art of linage tell'agahist a man. It is then that he requires 
his annot* ot proof against temptation, and lo ! it is full of 
boleaand nuit-eateiL plaoesi and he &lls at the first assault of 
tbeenen^. 



CHAPTER X. 

OBIMINAL SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHMENT. 

Lord Romillj's Suggestion concerning the Education of the Children of 
Criminals. — Desperate Criminals. — The Alleys of the Borough. — 
The Worst Quarters not, as a Rule, the most Noisy. — The Evil Ex- 
ample of "Gallows Heroes," "Dick Turpin," "Blueskin," &c. — The 
Talent for Grammoning " Lady Green." — A worthy Governor's Opin- 
ion as to the best Way of " Breaking " a Bad Boy. — Affection for 
" Mother." — The Dark Cell and its Inmate. — An Aflfecting Inter- 
view. , 

No less an authority than Lord Romilly, discoursing on the 
sJarming prevalence and increase of crime, especially amongst 
the juveniles of the criminal class, remarks : " It is a recog- 
nized fact, that there is a great disposition on the part of 
children to follow the vocation of their father, and in the 
case of the children of thieves there is no alternative. They 
become thieves, because they are educated in the way, and 



128 THE SEVEN CURSES OF LONDON. 

have no other trade to apply themselves to. To strike at 
the root of the evil, I would suggest, that if a man com- 
mitted felony, all his children under the age, say, of ten^ 
should be taken from him, and educated at the expense of 
the state. It might perhaps be said, that a man who wanted 
to provide for his children need in that case only to conunit 
felony to accomplish his object, but I believe that the effect 
would be just the contrary. I believe that no respectable 
person would commit felony for such a purpose, and that if 
we knew more about the feelings of thieves, we should find 
that they had amongst them a species of morality, and dis- 
played affection for their children. My opinion is, that to 
take their children away from them would be an effectual 
mode of punishment ; and though the expense might be 
great, it would be repaid in a few years by the diminution in 
crime." 

Although Lord Romilly's opinions on this subject may be 
somewhat in advance of those commonly prevalent, there can 
be no question that they tend in the right direction. Crime 
may be suppressed, but it can never be extenuated by simply 
lopping the flourishing boughs and branches it puts forth; 
it should be attacked at the root, and the thief child is 
the root of the adult growth, tough, strong-limbed, and 
six feet high. Precisely the same argument as that used 
as regards the abolition of neglected children applies in the 
case of the infant bom in crime. The nest in which for 
generations crime has bred should be destroyed. It is only, 
however, to the initiated, that the secluded spots where these 
nests may be found are known. A correspondent of the Times 
lately made an exploration, firom the report of which £he fol- 
lowing is an extract : — 

'' I was shown in the east and south sides of London what 
I may almost say were scores of men, about whom the detec- 
tives, who accompanied me, expressed grave doubts as to my 
life being safe among them for a single hour, if it were known 
I had £ 20 or £ 30 about me ; and, above all, if the crime of 
knocking me on the head could be committed under such 



iiliiwiHiiitMinii M wonld iflfogd fiur pralMbHhiet of elud- 
ingt.idetofltknL J, don^ netii to laj thab thfise desperate 
oriiBHlalB en ooQ&ied to enj pertioiiler quarter of Ltrndon ; 
unfcrtniiatefy the^r an not, or if they were, there is onlj 
one factioiilBr qtaeitfr in whixdi we should wish to see them 
alLoonfiiMd^-aiid that is Newgate. But no matter how mt- 
m€iNiiiB thi^ may be elsewhere, there is oertainlj one quarter 
in wliidli they aie {we-eminentlj abnndant^ and that is aromid 
ther allojB o£> the Borough. Here are to be found, not only 
the kMpest deeonqstioa of infiuaous houses, but the Teiy nests 
and nurseriea of crime. The great mass of the class here is 
sin^y inoQirigible. Their hand is against eyery man ; their 
lifo iatme continuous conqxirac^ against the ussges, property, 
andealetyof society. They haye been suckled, cradled, and 
hardened in scenes of gniit, intemperanoe, and profligacy. 
Here are to be found the lowest of the low class of beershops 
in London, and probiMy in the woiid, the acknowledged 
haunta ef ^ smasbBn,** burglars, thieves, and foigers. There 
is hardly a grade in crime, the chief repreeentatiyes of which 
may not be met among the purlieus of the Borough. There 
are people who have been convicted over and over again, but 
there are also hundreds of known ruffians who are as yet un- 
convicted, and who, by marvellous good luck, as well as by 
subtle cunning, have managed up to the present time to 
elude detection. It is the greatest error to suppose that all, 
or even a majority, of the criminal classes are continually 
passing through the hands of justice. Griffiths, the bank- 
note forger, who was tried, I think, in 1862, stated in prison 
that he had carried on the printing of counterfeit notes for 
more than fifteen years. Of course this man was sedulous 
in concealing his occupation from the police, but there are 
hundreds of others who almost openly follow equally criminal 
and far more dangerous pursuits with whom the police can- 
not interfere. Our present business should be to look up 
these vagabonds, and our fiiture vocation to destroy their 
recognized haunts. It is no good killing one wasp when we 
leave the nest untouched* Thieves, it must be remembered, 

6* • T 
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are a complete fraternity, and have a perfect organization 
among themselves. The quarter round Kent Street, in the 
Borough, for instance, is almost wholly tenanted by them, 
and the houses they occupy are very good property, for 
thieves will pay almost any amount of rent, and pay it regu- 
larly, for the sake of keeping together. The aspect of this 
quarter is low, foul, and dingy. Obscurity of language and 
conduct is of course conamon to all parts of it, but it is not 
as a rule a riotous neighborhood. Thieves do not rob each 
other, and they have a wholesome fear of making rows, lest 
it should bring the police into their notorious territory. These 
haunts are not only the refuges and abiding-places of crim- 
inals, but they are the training-colleges for young thieves. 
Apart from the crimes which arise I might say almost 
naturally from passion or poverty, — apart also from the 
mere relaxation of moral culture, caused by the daily ex- 
hibition of apparent success in crime, it is known that an 
organized corruption is carried on by the adult thieves among 
the lads of London." 

It is by laying hands on these children, and providing them 
with employment, the pleasurable exercise of which shall of 
itself convince them how mfinitely superior as a " policy " 
honesty is to be preferred to that which consigned their father 
to Portland, that we may do more good than by the concoc- 
tion of as many legislative enactments as have had birth since 
Magna Charta. Of the children who are not the progeny of 
thieves, but who somehow find their way into the criminal 
ranks, it is undoubtedly true that pernicious literature, more 
than once alluded to in these pages, does much to influence 
them towards evil coiu^es. This is a belief that is justified, 
not alone by observation and inference, but by the confession 
of juvenile prisoners themselves. It is a fact that at least 
fifty per cent of the young thieves lodged in jail, when ques- 
tioned on the subject, affect that it was the shining example 
furnished by such gallows heroes as Dick Turpin and " Blue- 
skin " that first beguiled them from the path of rectitude, and 
that a large proportion of their ill-gotten gains was expended 
in the purchase of such delectable biographies. 
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ThJB, however, is ground that Bhould lio trod with caution. 
TJaeful as such revelatioiia may be iu guidiug us towards cou- 
dusiona on which vigorous action may be based, it should lie 
couBtautly borne in niiud that it is not all pure aud untainted 
truth that procooda from the mouths of the juveuilo habitual 
criminal iu jail any more than from his eldent under the same 
conditions. A talent for gammoDing " Lady Green," as the 
prison chaplain is irreverently styled, is higldy appreciated 
amongst the thieving fraternity. Boys ore as quick-witted as 
men in their way, and on certain matters much quicker. They 
are less doggedly obstinate than most adults of the nsmxo 
class, and more keenly alive to mischief, especially when its 
practice may bring them some benefit. I have witneased sev- 
eral instances of this, and many others have been brought 
under my notice by prison officials. As, for instance, in a cer- 
tain jail that shall be nameless, the governor has a fixed con- 
viction that the one huge fountain-head of juvenile depravity 
is the tobacco-pipe. And ample indeed are hia grouuda for 
such conclusion, aince almost every boy tliat comes into his 
custody testifies to his sagacity. His old customers never 
fkil. He invariably questions the male delinquent on the sub- 
ject, and as invariably he gets the answer he expects, and 
which favon his pet theory : " Tt is all through smoking, sir ; 
I never knowed what bad 'abita was afore I took to ' bacca.' " 
The probabilities, however, are that the little villains are aware 
of the governor's weakness, and humor it. 

It would seem so the more, because these same boys whea 
quartered in another jail, the master of which rode a hobby 
of another pattern, alter their tune so as to meet the emer- 
gency. There is a prison in the suburbs of London, one of 
the largest, and as ^ as I have bad opportunity of judging, 
one of the best managed and conducted ; but the governor of 
it has his boy-weakness. He is quite convinced in his own 
mind that the mainspring of crime is the perusal of the sort 
of literature herein alluded to. Thia is a fact generally known 
among the juvenile criminal popidation, and they never fail to 
make the most of it when the time comes. T went tb" rounds 
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of his jail with this governor on one occasion, when Uie ''boy 
wing ^ was occupied by about forty tenants, and in each case 
was the important question put, and in the nuyority of cases 
it was answered, " It was them there penny numbers what I 
used to take in, sir,** or words to that effect ; and the little 
humbug was rewarded by a pat on the head, and an admoni- 
tion '* always to speak the truth." 

The same gentleman has another peculiarity ; it does not 
deserve to be stigmatized a weakness, its nature is so amiable. 
He has a firm belief that the best way of " breaking " a bad 
boy is to appeal to his bygone affection for his mother. " The 
boy who is callous to an appeal of that sort is past hope in my 
opinion," said the worthy governs; and in justice to the lads 
at the time in his keeping, I must confess that there was not a 
callous one amongst them, for they all most dutifully wept, 
in some cases bellowed as loudly as the stem restriction of the 
silent system would permit, as soon as the delicate subject 
was broached. 

The effect of this talisman was curiously exhibited in the 
case of a boy, about as depraved and hardened a little wretch 
as it is possible to imagine. He had only been admitted the 
previous day, and already he was incarcerated in a dark cell 
for outrageous conduct. 

I had never before seen a dark cell, and therefore had no 
idea of the horrible place it was. A cell within a celL The 
interior of the first is so black that when the governor entered 
it I speedily lost sight of him, and I was only made aware of 
his opening an inner door by hearing the key clicking in the 
lock. 

" Come out here, lad," he exclaimed firmly, but kindly^ 

The lad came out, looming like a small and ragged patch of 
twilight in utter blackness until he gradually appeared before 
us. He was not a big lad, not more than thirteen years old, 
I should say, with a short-cropped bullet-head, and with an 
old hard face with twice thirteen years of vice in it. 

The prison dress consisted of a sort of blouse and trousers, 
both of a stout woollen material of slate-color. It was even- 
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evidently the captive, hopeleaa of releaae that night, 
had, previously to our disturbing him, composod himself for 
dumber. Hia method, doubtless derived from frequent ei- 
perieaoc of §o dispoaiug hia attire as to get aa much warmth 
out of it as possible, wa« Bomewhat curious : he had released 
his trouaers of their brawea, so that they deacended below his 
feet, and the collar of his blouse was pulled up high over his 
ears. Owing to hia embarrassed habiliments, he shambled 
out of the pitchy blackness at a snail's pace, hia white cotton 
braces trailing behind like a tail, and completing his goblin- 
like appearance. 

"Thia is a very bad lad, sir," remarked the governor stern- 
ly ; " he only came in yesterday, and to-day, while out for es- 
Mt:isc with the others, bo must miscondtict himself, and when 
the warder reproved him, he must swear some horrible oath 
against him. It is for that ho is here. How many times 
have you been here, lad i " 

Lad (gulping desperately). " Three times, air ! " 

Governor (aternly). " What I apeak the truth, lad." 

Lad (with a determined effort to gouge tears of his eyes 
with his knuckles). " Four times, sir." 

Governor. " Four times ! and so you 11 go on till you are 
sent away, I 'm afraid. Can you read, lad ) " 

Zod (with a peoitential wriggle). "Yes, sir; I wish as I 
could n't, sir." 

Govemor. " Ah ! why aof" 

Za^(with a doletul wag of hia buUet-head). "Cos then I 
should n't have read none of them highwaymen's books, air ; 
it was them as was the beginning of it." 

Governor. "Ahl" (A pause.) "Have you a mother, my 
ladt- 

Lftd. " Boo-oh ! " 

Governor. "Answer me, my lad, have you a mother)" 

Lad (convul^vely clasping the corners of his collars, and 
hiding his eyes in them). " Ye-ye-ess, sir ! " 

Govrmor. " Ah, I thought so ! where does she live ) " 

Lad, " Man-manchester, please, sir'" fa tre-nnlouB ap'ff, 
indicative of the impending PiT>'''*'"n, 
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Governor. " And what do you think would be her feelings 
could she see you as you now are 1 ** 

Lad. " Boo-ooh " (here a writhe so agonized that a hand 
had to be spared from his eyes to save his trousers from slip- 
ping down). " Boo-ooh ! I was just a thinkin' on her when 
you opened the cell, sir 1 Boo-oo-ooh ! " 

Governor. " You were thinking of your mother, eh ? Well, 
well, I 'm glad to hear that. If I let you go back to your 
own cell, will you promise never to swear again ) " 

Jjod. " Booh ! yes, sir." 

Governor: " You may go, then.** 

And with a coimtenance almost radiant with his unexpect- 
ed stroke of good luck, the incorrigible yoimg thief grasped 
his trousers legs, and scuttled up the long dim corridor till, ex- 
cept for his white tail, he was lost in the darkness. 

''They don't like the dark cell," remarked the humane 
governor, as he gazed after the retreating figure j " anything 
rather than that" 

"The younger prisoners especially, I should say," I re- 
turned. 

"O, I don't know that," said the governor, at the same 
time, however, shaking his head rather as a man who did 
know, but did not care to say. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

ADtTLT CRIUTNALa A 



Recent Lcgnslalion. — Stfltislica. — Lord Kimlerlej'B " Hahilual Crinii. 
doIh Bill." — The PraaoQl Sjslcm of Licanne-IIoldcra. — Colonel Hcn- 
dtTson'a Report. — Social EDcmiti of Sunpccted Men. — The Wrong- 
HcadcJ Polk-omnn und rfie MiJchiof lie may oanac. — Lookinj; out for 
~'he l*a{ Rcaotircc of Desperala Honcely, — A Brolliprly 
Appeal. — " Ginger will Kitle her." — Buffinns who thouU bo thut 



Reoabdino tbo terms " professional thief" and " hahitiml 
criminal " as ejnonjTnouB, now that we come tn consider lirielly 
what are at preeent the meiiHB adopted for the reformation of 
crimiuals and the suppression and pimiahnient of crime and 
what the most recent and plausible suggestions for amciQdment 
and improvement, wo find the work already done tij our hand, 
and nauf^t remaina but ta cull from the shoals of evidence 
fro and con that have been lately set before the public 

The total cost of our prisons and priaonern for the year 
1867 waa£6S7,129, distributed a« follows: (1) Extraordi- 
nary charges for new buildings, Jcc, ^177,553 19 <. 9(2. (2) 
Ordinary chaigea, £ 108,218 15 1. 11 d. (3) Officers' salaries, 
^,£213,285 15*. 5 r^, and (4) Prisoners' diet, sick allowances, 
clothing, Ac, £. 158,071 5 «. 3 d The average yearly cbai^ 
per prisoner under each head of costs was as follows: (1) 
Elitraordinary charges, £9 17«. 4t£i (2) Ordinary annual 
chai^s,£6 0.. 3rf.(makingtogether,£15 7*. Id.). (3) Offi- 
cers and attendants, £ II 19«. 1 d^ (4) Prisoners' diet, £ 6 
11 1. 1 d., and clothing, £ 2 4 «. 7 <i (together, £ 8 15 g. 8 d.\ 
making a total per prisoner of £ 36 10 t. 4 d., or omitting the 
estraordinary chai^ for buildings, ic., £26 13 «. The aver- 
age of £ 36 10 «. 4 d is higher than the corresponding aver- 
age for 1865 - 6 by £ 2 1 ». 8 i The average cS £2*1 13 -• 
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is higher than the corresponding average by 15 9. Id, 
These averages are calculated upon the total amounts 
under each head of expenditure, and the total daily aver- 
age number in all the prisons. The average cost per pris- 
oner natiutilly shows great variation in different prisons- The 
highest is at Alnwick, viz. : £ 114 2 9. 2d, against £ 110 1 «. 2 c^ 
in 1865-6, £108 2 s. 5 din 1864-6, and £88 15«. 11 d in 
1863-4, trtth a daily average of one prisoner in each year! 
At Oakham, the average cost for 1866 - 7 is £ 80 13 «. 3d, 
with a daily average of 10 prisoners, against £ 93 16 «. 2d.m 
1865 - 6, and £ 87 1 «. 9 rf. in 1864-6, with the daily average 
of 8 prisoners in each of those years ; at Appleby, £ 70 2 ». 
with a daily average of 6 prisoners ; at llford, £ 61 6 ». with a 
daily average of 20 prisoners. The lowest averages are as 
follows: At Hull, £16 17«., with a daily average of 173 
prisoners ; at Salford, £16 17«. 8(i., with a daily average of 
568 prisoners ; at Liverpool, £ 1 8 8 «. 9 d, with a daily average 
of 952 prisoners ; at Devonport, £ 18 12 «. 4d, with a daily 
average of 58 prisoners ; at Durham, £1816«. 9(2., with a daily 
average of 433 prisoners; and at Manchester, £1 19«. 3<i.y 
with a daily average of 631 prisoners. The following are the 
comparative costs per prisoner for the whole of the prisons for 
each of the last six years : £ 24 3 «. 4 d, £ 23 7 «. 5 d, 
£23 Is. lOd, £24 3*. 3d, £25 17 «. 11 d, and £26 13«. 

The total number of police and constabulary for the same 
year is set down at 24,073, as against 23,728 in the year pre- 
ceding. The total cost for the year is £ 1,920,505 12 «. 2 d., 
as against £1,827,106 16 «. 7d in 1866, an increase of up- 
wards of 5 per cent following an increase of £ 78,647 1 7 «. Id, 
or 4.5 per cent upon the amount for 1864-5. As compared 
with the total costs for 1856-7, the first year for which re- 
turns were made under the Act, the increase in 1866—7 
amounts to £664,926, or upwards of 51 per cent. The in- 
crease in the number of the police and constabulary during 
the same period is 4,886, or upwards of 25 per cent. 

The number of persons committed for trial in 1867 was less 
than the nimiber for any of the four years immediately pre- 
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■«ea^ IS66. Tho increase In 1867, as compared wiHi IStii;, 
is in the number of mtUos, viz. 'i'AH. In the niiniliur of fo< 
males there ia a decrfone of 206. The following arc the uiini- 
bers conuiiitted for triivl in each of the last 20 jeare : — 
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As already intimated in these pages, Lord Kimberlej is 
responsible fur iutroducinj^ tlie bruMi n,nd imporUuit Hiilijeut 
of IJriiuiiiaJ Law Reform to the legislature for ita rewnsldera- 
tiun imd reformation. In introducing tluH bill for the sup- 
prcBsion of crime, hia lordship reminded the peers oaacmbled, 
tba.t in the year 1853, after a very full diaeussiou with respwit 
to tranaportation, it was resolved, partly un account of the 
evils of the Byatem, and partly cm account of the strong ru- 
monstraoces of our Australian coloniata to whom our conviuta 
had licen aeut. that it should to a ciitisidcnililo p:tU'nt cease, 
and that accordmgly an Act was passed imposing for the first 
time the sentence of penal servitude as a substitute for trans- 
portation in the greater number of cases. From that time 
transportation was limited to Western Australia and the Ber- 
mudas. The numbera sent to Western Australia did not av- 
erage more than 460 per annum. The colonists, however, do- 
spite this moderate consignment, felt by no means flattered b^ 
the distinction conferred on them, and, in consideration of 
their strong remonstrances, in the course of a few years trans- 
portatioD to Australia entirely ceased. 

Penal servitude was the arrangement substituted, and the 
chief feature of it was the ticket-of-leave. The system prom- 
ised well, but no sooner wa« it fairly at work than the publio 
took alarm at the number of convicts scattered over the 
country holding these tickets, and then another change was 
resolved on. A commission, presided over by Lord Cormus 
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von, was appointed to 'examine the whole question of penal 
servitude, and the result was a report containing several im- 
portant recommendations. Foremost of these was that sen- 
tences of penal servitude which had been as short as three 
years should not in future be passed for shorter terms than 
seven years. Another, almost equally important, was to the 
effect that convicts sentenced to penal servitude should be 
subjected in the iirst place to nine months' separate imprison- 
ment, and then to labor on public works for the remainder of 
the term for which they were sentenced, but with a power of 
earning by industry and good conduct an abridgment of this 
pai-t of pimishment. The provision under which police super- 
vision has since been carried out, and the conditions under 
which licenses should be earned by good conduct, were also 
laid down. As further stated by his lordship, when the- 
Act of 1864 was under conuderation, great doubts were ex- 
pressed whether it was possible to carry out a satisfactory 
system by which the good conduct of convicts and their in- 
dustry when employed on public works could be so measured 
that they shoidd earn an abridgment of their sentences. 
Experience, however, showed that the system in its working 
was to a great extent successful, especially when the manage- 
ment of the business in question fell into the hands of Colonel 
Henderson, who succeeded the late Sir Joshua Jebb. Under Col- 
onel Henderson's supervision it has been foimd possible to ex- 
act from convicts the really hard and patient industry which 
is necessary before they can obtain a remission of their sen- 
tences. The value of the work performed by convicts at the 
three convict prisons — Portsmouth, Portland, and Chatham 
— was during the year 1868, £106,421 ; while the cost of 
maintaining those establishments was £ 110,532 ; so that the 
earnings nearly equalled the whole expense to which the 
country was put ; indeed, as regards Chatham, where there 
are great facilities for remunerative labor in making bricks for 
public works, there was an actual profit. In 1867 the aver- 
age daily number of convicts at Chatham was 990, and the 
value of their labor was £ 40,898 Is., while the cost of their 
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Mita tgi aa nca and anpartirfim waa £ S5,S16 16a, tliflfa b^ng 
tbteaaoipliuiof jC5,MS 9* UndortliiaiiewMiidiiiiproyed 
dgratatti m irfiioh ttkafbatoie laat quoted Aowa ao Mtia&etorilj, 
fitea daeroaaed. lalSM-BtiiemdktaMaofleiioeaooinmitted 
MttbaKd: 5(^549^ add In 1886-^ 7 tbay were 55,538, iliaw^ 
injlf aa kMnaaa oif 4,989, or aomatfiing nnd^ 10 per oent. 
Wrom 1856 to 186S tlia ammal alremge of ooaTictioiia, ex- 
dxaSaa^manmtfwim, waa 18,859, trtiile In 1867 tlie number 
iia8l4,M7« Hiaksdahip ezphined that he b^gan with 1856, 
becaoae in Ae previona year the Criminal Jnriadiction Act 
waa paaied, teabling a oonaiderftUa nomber of erimea to be 
dealt wMi aammarify. AKhong^ thia ahowa aa apparent in- 
dpeaee ften 13^859 to 14,207, it mnat be remembered that in 
the inierral the population inoreaaed by nearij two and ahalf 
ttSHflon^ ao that there is a deoreaae rather than an inereaae 
in proportf on to the population. Sa^afhototy, however, aa 
wEia tina remits it appeared to Lotd Kimberley that, aa we 
nattika^ obtain freah experience from year to year, freeh op- 
porfrtA^tiea of eommitting' orime bong diaoofered, and freeh 
BMans ef meeting theee offimeea, it ia neoeeeaiy ft^m tune to 
time to readjust our system, and make it more complete. 
Another reason for carefully scrutinizing and seeing whether 
we cannot improve our system is the complete cassation of 
trausportatiou ; for though during the last few years we have 
not sent out to our colonies any very large number of con- 
victs, it is obvious that for 600 convicts a year to remain in 
this country involves a considerable increase of the convict 
population. The number of males now on license is 1,566, and 
of females, 441 ; in 1870 it will probably be 1,705 ; and about 
ten years hence it wiU probably be something imder 3,000. 

These, however, form but a small portion of the great 
criminal class. Of this latter the average of 1 865 -6,1 864 - 5, 
and 1863-4 shows the following results : — 

Known thieves and depredators, 22,959 ; receivers of stolen 
goods, 3,095 ; prostitutes, 27,186 ; suspected persons, 29,468 ; 
vagrants and tramps, 32,938 ; making a total of 115,646. In 
the metropolis alone ther** wftr** in 1866 - 7, 14,648 persons 
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living by dishonest means, and 5,628 prostitutes. The num- 
ber in 18G5 - 6 being 14,491 and 5,554. 

The above being in the main Lord Kimberley's grounds of 
justificatiou for bringing forward his ** Habitual Criminals 
Bill," let us take its first provision, that applying to convicts 
who on the strength of a ticket-of-leave are in the enjoyment 
of conditional liberty, and inquire what is precisely the system 
it is intended to supersede, and what are the practical results 
of the workings of this last-mentioned system, viz., that 
which on the recommendation of the conunittee, imder the 
presidency of Lord Carnarvon, became law in 1864. The folr 
lowing memorandimi as to the present system of license-hold- 
ers reporting themselves to the police, under the Penal Servi- 
tude Amendment Act, 1864, was issued recently by Colonel 
Henderson, Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis : — 

" A male license-holder is required personally to report him- 
self at the principal police-station of the district in which he 
resides within three days of his liberation. A printed de- 
scriptive form of the license-holder is sent from the prison to 
the police, with the address where the man previous, to his 
liberation stated he intended to reside. The oflBcer on duty, 
when the license- holder reports himself, instructs him in 
what he is required to do, and also delivers to him a printed 
notice. No further steps are then taken by the police for a 
month from that date, when, if the license-holder again re- 
ports himself, he is considered' as complying with the law. 

" After inquiry to ascertain if the address given is a correct 
one, no fiirther supervision is kept over him by the police^ 
and his lodgings are not again visited. 

" If a license-holder neglects to report himself as above, or 
is seen or suspected of leading an irregular life, then the 
police make quiet inquiry, and, as is frequently the case, if it 
is found that he has left the address he was living at, his de- 
scription is inserted in the Police Gazette, with directions for 
apprehension. 

" The employers are never informed by the police that they 
are employing a license-holder. 
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- "LioenBC-holders ttpprehended for offences hnve complAJiicd 

to the tnngistrates that thp police tiarasR them, but uu investi- 
gation Buch BtatemeiitB have always proved to be without fuiin- 

I ■ "No caae has ever been known of police levying hlaok- 
lail on licensc-holderB. 

" The Diachargod Prisoners' Aid Society, 39 Charing Cross, 
with the Bauction of the Secretary of State, uadcrtakcB the 
tare of license-holders. 

" The licenee-holdera who wish to pla^e themBelveH undiT 

e care of this Society are required to report themaelveH, on 
liberation, at the King Street Police Station, Westminster, 
■where they ore served with s. notice. 

"A messenger from Milllmiik Prison aecompnnies tho 
license-holders to the police-station, and after tliis form is 
gone through, all local police eiipervision ceases until a report 
is mode from the Society to the ComniiBsioner. 

" Of three hundred and sixty-eight male license-holders 
discharged into the Metropohtan Police district in 1808, two 
hundred and ninety placed themselves imdcr the care of tho 
Discimrged Prisoners' Aid Society, either on discliurge or 
subsequently. 

" There have been difficnltjea in consequence of this divided 
jurisdiction, but in the event of this bill passing, the super- 
Tiaion of convicts who place themselves in ohargs of the 
Prisoners' Aid Society will be carried on by the police, in 
conjunction with the officers of the Society, and can be so 
uranged as to avoid any undue interference with the men ; 
in fact, it ia quite as much the interest of the police to en- 
deavor to assist hcense-holders to get honest work, as to ar^ 
rest them if th^ misconduct themselves, and for this purpose 
it would be quite sutBcient if the license-holder were bound 
by the conditions of his license to report change of residence 
and employment, the monthly report being of no particular 
value, so long as proper supervision is exercised by the polica 

"As regards the arrest of license-holders, or of person^ 
■who have been twice convirit'ui of falonv. 't '<* '•Ip"'' i" mnw 
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depend on the personal knowledge of the police constable of 
the person and antecedents of the suspected person." 

'* Under ordinary circumstances, no constable interferes 
with any license-holder, nor would he arrest any man on 
suspicion, without previously reporting the circumstances to 
the Commissioner, who would order quiet inquiry to be made, 
and give instructions, if necessary, for the man's arrest*" 

" Identification would be rendered more easy than at jHres- 
ent, by the proposed central registration." 

As the law at present stands then, in the event of a ticket- 
of-leave man £uling to comply with the police regulations, 
and on his being conveyed before a magistrate,- it is provided 
that if the magistrate is satisfied that he is not earning an 
honest living, he may be committed to undergo his original 
term of imprisonment. Under the restrictions of the pro- 
posed new Bill, however, much more stringent arrangements 
are suggested. The onus of proving his honesty will rest 
with the man who holds the ticket. " A license-holder may 
at any time be summoned by a police constable b^<»*e a 
magistrate, and called upon to show that he is earning an 
honest livelihood, the burden of proof resting on him ; if he 
cannot prove his honesty, he may be conmiitted to imdergo 
his original sentence of Penal Servitude." 

Now it is evident on the face of it that the above-quoted 
clause of the proposed " Habitual Criminals Bill " is beset by 
many grave objections. In the first place, to vest such an 
amoimt of irresponsible power in the police is a step hardly 
warranted by one's experience of the intelligence and in- 
tegrity of the " force," satisfactory on the whole as it may 
be. There can be no question that as a rule the superin- 
tendents and inspectors and sergeants are in every respect 
equal to the duties imposed on them, only for the unenviable 
notoriety lately achieved by a functionary still higher in com- 
mand ; commissioners also might have been included in the 
favorable list. 

It is equally true, too, that the great majority of the men 
of the " force " discharge their duty with efficiency ; at the 
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tm(i jkrJB mImMim tbal tluMW an mofiplmm to the 
good ruk. Alt tp0 fraqvmtly do our eriminal noords to- 
amdxu.thgt wtnt's jmAot annor it not invariaU j repre- 
affi^qd bj tbe lidmet laidtbe coat of bbie. Only latelj then 
^yaawrod aifc ahnning mtanoe of thifc A gang of plnnderon 
fMod njoaiTmiof atokn gooda waa i^tpnliflndedt and pireaentl/ 
thoro mffmnd on tbo aoena an individual, now aa inapeotor 
of f|ul#aj dateatm polioay and ianoeAj holdiqg a naponsible 
poattkm in the Meti^olitan loiee^ takkig on himael^ with a 
ooolmflai Ijiat beqjoke hia loBig eaperienoe, the office of acieenr 
ing the thief and arranging hia eaeape from the law's righ^ 
eooa-gnflpi Kcharda ia thia fidlow's name, and he waa eyi- 
dently well known to a lanra jGunda of aoanaintance. wlioaa 
4me 'm leoofded in the reoorda <tf the Old Bailey. With 
anMnti.ng andaeity Mr. Bidiarda addreaaed himadf to the two 
drtaotive pdicemen who had the oaae in hand, and offered 
them ten poiinda each if they would aoooounodate hia clienta 
by Qommitting peguiy when the day of trial oame. Happily 
t^ iniegrilgr of the two offioeia waa proof against the tempt- 
ing briber and the mifbrtnnate negotiator firand himself eyen 
deeper in tbe mire than those hi^ disinterested good-natiire 
would have aided. At the same time one cannot refrain from 
asking, Is this the first time that Mr. Richards has evinced 
his obliging disposition 1 and tbe still more important question. 
Does he stand alone, or are there others of his school 1 As is 
the case with all large communities, the police force must in- 
clude in its number men malicious, prejudiced, wrong-headed, 
and foolish. Probably there are no serious grounds for the alarm 
that under tbe convenient cloak the clause in question provides, 
the policeman, imscrupulous and dishonest, might, by levying 
black-mail on the poor wretches so completely in his power, reap 
a rich and iniquitous harvest, and render nugatory one of tbe 
Bill's prime provisions. This is an objection that carries no 
great weight No law that could be passed could put the 
criminal, the burglar, and the house-breaker more at tbe 
mercy of the dishonest policeman than he now is. As re- 
peatedly appears in our criminal reports, the sort of odd in- 
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timacy that commonly exists between the thief and his natural 
enemy, the policeman, is very remarkable; the latter is as 
well acquainted with the hamits of tl^e former as he is with 
the abodes of his own friends and relatives. Should the oie- 
mies meet in the street, the acquaintance is acknowledged by 
a sort of confident " I-can-have-you-whenever-I-want-you " look 
on the one part, and a half-devil-may-care, half-deprecatory 
glance on the other. When the crisis arrives, and the thief 
is '* wanted," he is hailed as Jack, Tom, or Bill, and the cap- 
ture is effected in the most comfortable and business-like 
manner imaginable. 

Under such a harmonious condition of afiairs, nothing 
could be easier, were they both agreed, than bribery and cor- 
ruption of the most villanous sort, and, taking Colonel Hen- 
derson's word, " that no case has ever been known of police 
levying black-mail on license-holders," and further, consider- 
ing the inadequate pay the policeman receives for the amount 
of intelligent and vigilant service required of him, the coun- 
try may be congratulated on possessing, on the whole, such 
an almost unexceptionally good servant. 

It is the wrong-headed policeman, probably, who would 
work the greatest amount of mischief in this direction. The 
busy, over-zealous man, neither malicious, dishonest, nor vin- 
dictive, but simply a little too anxious to win for himself a 
character for "shrewdness and intelligence." This would 
probably be the young policeman, desirous of making up for 
his lack of experience by a display of extraordinary sagacity. 
To such a man's home-bred, unofficially cultivated ideas of 
right and wrong, it would appear of small use " suspecting " 
an individual, unless he immediately set about testing him 
with the utmost severity to know the extent to which the 
suspicion was justified. 

To be sure, an attempt is made in the Bill, as it passed the 
Lords, to guard against the weaknesses and shortcomings of 
constables by making it incumbent on them to obtain the writ- 
ten authority of a superior before they arrest and take a man 
before a magistrate ; but really this may mean just nothing 
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«I«]L ft BMty Iw awwrnwid that all the evidenoe a director of 
pflioe wobUL xoquiitt bafioce he granted a written authority 
liquid Iw thftdflriaimtkmof the jx^iceman applying for it that 
h^ ^ad .£ur graundafor making the application. Undoubtedly 
h9:if«^d;be expected to make out a good case ; but that, as 
%n,flret.iealQige and pnyudioed man, he would be sure to do. 
Th« aapmntandenti or whoerer it was that had power to issue 
a wiiittea wamot for a 'Vaoapeot's" apprehenmoni could not, 
by exmninatioa at the prisoner, convince himself of the jua- 
tice.of 1^. act cf. hiB anbordinate, to do which would be to 
usurp the niagisterial office. And the process would probably 
be attended, with this diaadyantage, — that the said written 
Qnder for airfiat would wear an importance that really did not 
b44»^ to ilr If a man were arrested simply on the authority 
of f^ oompKHi policeman, the chances are that the magistrate 
woiild MTutiniae the case narrowly, and be guided to a convio* 
t|9a solely by the evidence and his own discretion ; but the 
case would come under the new act before him to a lai^ ex- 
ten^ pr^udioed. He is instructed that the warrant that legal- 
ized the man*8 apprehension was not issued in vague supposi- 
tion that it might be justifiable : au official of the law — a 
man high in authority — has sanctioned the arrest, and hero 
is his written testimony that he considered the step expedient. 

Again, let us for a moment contemplate the difficulties that 
must always attend the proving of his honesty by a man who, 
according to the high authority of the Lord Chancellor, has 
" no character to lose." " As to what was said about the in- 
jury done to a man's character by supervision, he must ob- 
serve that a man's character was gone after two convictions. 
It was idle to say that after two convictions a man had a char- 
acter." 

In the case of a man against whom nothing criminal was 
ever suspected, it might be easy enough for him to prove his 
honesty any day, or any hour of the day, he might be called 
on to do so ; but it is altogether different with the individual 
who dares not even lay claim to a character for honesty to 
prove that the suspicions entertained against him are un- 

7 J 
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founded. It should be borne in mind that the difficulties of 
the poor wretch's condition almost preclude the possibility of 
his making a show of earning his bread in a worthy manner. 
In the majority of cases he will be found to be a man without 
a trade, or, if he has one, he will probably sink it, and endeav- 
or to keep out of sight of all who knew him and the atoiy 
of his downfall by hiding amongst the great multitude who 
turn their hands to any rough-and-ready labor that will bring 
them a shilling. There are hundreds and thousands of men 
in London, and indeed in all great cities, who " pick up " « 
living somehow, — anyhow, and who, though they all the 
time are honest fellows, would find it difficult to account fcnr, 
and bring forward evidence to show, how they were engaged 
last Monday, and again on Wednesday, and what they earned, 
and whom they earned it of. Such men "job about " very 
often in localities that, in the case of a man under police 
supervision, to be seen there would be to rouse suspicions as 
to his intentions. For instance, many a shilling or sixpence 
is " picked -up " by men who have nothing better ta do, by 
hanging about railway stations and steamboat wharves, and 
looking out for passengers who have luggage they wish carried. 
But supposing that a man, a " ticket-of-leave," was to resort 
to such a means of obtaining a livelihood, and that he was 
seen " hanging about " such places day after day by a watoh- 
ftd detective who knew who and what he was, — with what 
amount of credulity would the authprities receive his state- 
ment that he was " looking out for a chance to cany some- 
body's trunk or carpet-bag ! " In all probability the naive 
assertion would provoke a smile on the face of the magistrate 
who heard the case, and there would be " laughter " in court. 
Again, as is well known, hundreds of men seek work at the 
docks. It might be supposed by their innocent lordships that 
nothing cotild be easier than for a man to prove his employ- 
ment at such gigantic and sternly regulated establishments as 
the London or St. Katherine Docks, with their staff of liveried 
officials and responsible gate-keepers. The dock laborer, on 
his admittance, is furnished with a ticket, and when he leaves 
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he ia searched so as to make sure that ho has stolen none of 
the valuable goods scattered in every direction. But it is a 
fact that no system can he looser or more ahamhliog or shab- 
bier than that which rules in the drudgery departments of 
these great emporiuma for ahip-loadiug and warehousing'. 
Every morning the dock-gates are besieged by a mob clamorous 
as that which in the old time swarmed about the door of iIjo 
casual-ward ; and if rags and patches and himger-pinchud 
visages go for anything, the quality of both mobs is much of 
a sort. It ia only men who can find nothing else to do who 
apply at tho docks for work, for the pay is but threepence an 
hour, and the labor, hoisting out and landing goods from the 
holds of ships, is cruelly hard ; and it is not uncommon to 
employ a mau for an hour and a half or two houre, and theik 
discharge him. But it is better than nothing, and it ia the 
" ready penny " — emphatically the penny — that the miser- 
able, shamefaced, twice-convicted man, with s'nai.' remnant of 
a— i|iBg«aiang>t> 4' JBttttt tateahaag in hira, would seek as 
tt* )ikA wuiUWii og'dwuwnite hoaaity, »& other sooreeB fail- 
lag him. Bnt It mtoM be next (n impossible for him to prore 
that he had been working at the docks ; no one knows him 
there. He might be there employed twenty times, and each 
time in a different gang, and under a different ganger. His 
workmates for the time are strangers, bearing not names, but 
numbers. Were it to save his life, he would find it hard to 
prove that he oocaaionally found a "job " at the docks, and, 
despite all hia honest exertions, he would be liable to have his 
ticket revoked, and be sent back to finish to its full length hia 
toiginal sentence. 

Again, it might even happen that a suapeoted man able to 
prove his honesty would find himself almost in as complete a 
fii as the one who, through circumstances over which he had 
no control, was unable to do so. Under the existing aystem, 
we have Colonel Henderson's word for it, masters are never 
informed by the police that they are employing a license-hold- 
er ; but he would cease to be assured this immense advantage 
if Lord Kimberley has his way with him. Aa Earl Shaftesbury . 
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pertinently remarks : "A holder of the ticket-of-leave goes 
before a magistrate ; and what happens ? He proves that he 
is earning an honest livelihood, and the magistrate dismisses 
him. He returns to his work, and his employer dismisses 
him also. It has occurred before now that men have been 
dismissed by their employers under somewhat similar circum- 
stances. How can you compensate a man for such a loss as 
that ] You cannot do it ; and yet you expose men who may 
be earning an honest livelihood to the danger of that happen- 
ing to them if they refuse a demand for hush-money, or in 
any other way give offence to a dishonest police-constable. I 
know at the present moment a jroung man who, though con- 
victed, is now in respectable employment, and in the receipt 
of good wages. He is living in terror, lest under the circimi- 
stances to which I have referred, he may be brought before a 
police-magistrate. Depend on it that hundreds of men in 
that position are now watching the progress of this Bill. 

" On the authority of the late Sir Richard Mayne it has 
been stated that the police have, through the clause that 
insists on convicts reporting themselves monthly, been en- 
abled to furnish employment to a good many of the ticket- 
of-lcave men ; this, however, is very doubtful. That some 
situations may have been obtained for these men through the 
exertions of the police and the Discharged Prisoners' Aid 
Society may be true ; but of this I am certain, that whatever 
returns the police may make of the places they have obtained 
for released convicts, they have not obtained anything like 
the number that those men obtained for themselves before 
the adoption of so stringent a provision." 

There is undoubtedly a depth of criminality to which it is 
possible for a man to descend, putting himself utterly beyond 
reach of anything but hiunan compassion. His conversion is 
quite hopeless, and he is no better than a predatory wild 
beast, whose ferocity will endure just as long as his brute 
strength remains ; he would probably bite his best friend at 
his dying gasp. The sort of ruffian here alluded to will 
perhaps be better understood by aid of the following illustra- 
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tion, ^* dmwn fixHn life" not many months since. It is a case 
of a mffian committed for trial for "garroting'' and nearly 
murdfldng a gentleman* The delecfcable epistle was written 
fay garroter ^' Bill " to his brother ; and was intrusted to a 
pnaooflr, who had senred his time and was about to quit the 
jai]« fixr handHdeliYevy, Either out of fei(r or fbrgeiiulness, 
however, the letter was left behind and discovered by the au- 
thoiitieB. 

"* Ihmdee Prison, July 18th, 1868. — Dear Brother, the 
only thing I am afiaid of is that moll ; if you can manage to 
sqqare her I fear nothing; but if she swears she saw me have 
him by the throat it will not go well with me, for they are 
most d ■ d down on garroting. Then again, if she says she 

sawhimwiththatamountof money, by ! they might put 

me in for the robbexy too ; and there is seyen years dead 

certain* You dont know what lab like that will say. It 

can «urely to God be squared between so many of you, 
and only the moil to come against me. If the bloke is in 
town he could be eanly squared, I think ; you could get him 
sweet, put the gloves on him, and things like that, and get 
him to say he cannot swear to me in court ; that would be all 
that was wanted ; or it is very easy giving that moll a dose. 

Put Ginger up to it ; who the h would take notice of a 

w kicking the bucket ] I would do it for yoru If any 

of them is squared, tell Ginger to just sign M. H. at the bot- 
tom of her letter, so as I may know. I think it would be a 
good idea for my mother to get the bloke privately, and mako 
an appeal to him ; he would have a little feeling for her, I 
think ; if you was getting him into the Garrick the wifey 
could talk to him so fine. If you only had one of them 
squared, that 's all that is wanted ; for I am certain there is 
no more against me than them two. Set your brains to 
work, and stick at nothing ; tell them not to be afraid of per- 
jury in this case ; they can't be brought in for it nohow ; 
swear black is white ; I must get olF if they do the right 

thing; swear to anything; swear the b wigs off their 

heads ; there is no danger of being brought in for perjury in 
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this case, not a d d bit. — Bill." At the head of the 

letter the following was written across the page : '* Poison 

the moll if she will not do what 's right ; by C 1 I would 

think d— d little of doing it to save my brother ! Ginger 
will fix her if you tell her to.'* The following was written 
inside the envelope of the letter : '* They must not forget 
about me having a sore hand ; that might help ma. too, as it 
would not be very likely I could seize him by the throat and 
compress the same, as it is stated in my indictment. That 
will be a good point, I think, he being a stout man. Tell 
them to be sure and stick to not seeing the bloke, and that I 
slept in the house that night ; not likely that I could hold 
him with one hand ; they can swear that my right hand was 
Tery sore, not fit to be used anyhow, as it was, and no mis^ 
take." 

It came out in the course of the evidence that the meaning 
<^ the word ** bloke " was " a man whom a woman might 
pick up in the street"; that "moll "was the name for a 
woman ; and that " Ginger " was a nickname for gdb of the 
female witnesses. 

To ruffians of this school, if to any, applies Lord Camai^ 
von's terrible suggestion of imprisonment for life, without 
hope, or possibility even, of release. 

" It is idle to say that the subject of so many convictions 
is not absolutely and hopelessly hardened : they belong to a 
class of persons on whom punishment is only wasted, and the 
only thing is to shut them up for the rest of their lives, and 
keep them out of the possibility of doing any harm to society. 
I believe that such a course is best for them and for society, 
and that no objection to it can be reasonably urged. The 
convict establishments of this country are already paying 
their way, and the surplus cost is very light ; on the other 
hand, if you look at the cost which a criminal puts the state 
to in his detection, trial, and other criminal proceedings, it is 
perfectly clear that the cheapest course for the country would 
be to shut him up. As far as the man himself is concerned, 
it is also the most humane and the kindest course. He ex- 
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changes a most miserable state of life outside the prison- 
walls for one of Gomparative cleanliness and order inside. 
And if you calculate the time which such a man has spent in 
prison, — broken only by the shorter intervals during which 
he has been let loose and again recaptured, — it will be found 
that the difference between the period actually spent in 
prison and a lifelong sentence would really be very slight in 
amoimt." 

As need not be mentioned, however, habitual criminals of 
the type above quoted are by far the exception, and not the 
rule. Elxperience teaches us that to become a ticket-of-leave 
man is not invariably to be converted from a human creature 
to a callous brute, — blind and deaf in vice, and doggedly de- 
termined so to continue to the last ; give him a fair chance to 
amend, and in very many cases he will embrace it, thankfully 
even. The statistics of the Prisoners' Aid Society encourage 
us to hope better of even the worst of the criminal class. As 
has already been shown, the convicts themselves recognize and 
gratefully appreciate the advantages held out to them by the 
humanitarians whose head-quarters are by Charing Cross. Of 
368 male convicts discharged in one year, only 78 neglected 
to make application for the bounty. It appears from the So- 
ciety's most recent return that the total number of discharged 
prisoners assisted by the association since May, 1857, was 5, 798, 
but the average number had recently decreased, because fewer 
prisonera had of late been released on license. The number 
of those who had applied to the Society during the first six 
months of last year (1868) was 145, of whom 26 had emi- 
grated ; 44 had found good and constant employment in the 
metropolis; 15 had gone to sea; 25 had been sent to places 
beyond the Metropolitan Police-district, and placed under the 
supervision of the local police, and 35 had been classed as un- 
satisfactory and bad : but these included all those who were 
known to be in honest employment, but were so classed be- 
cause they failed to report themselves to the police, as re- 
quired by the Act. 

It remains to be seen whether the Commons will give 
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countenance to the new and severe measures sought by the 
Lords to be adopted against the convicted man at liberty 
under ticket-license. One thing is certain, it would be better 
to do away altogether with tickets-of-leave than use them as 
stumbling-blocks to a man's reformation. The only object of 
a ticket-of-leave is to give the holder a chance of returning to 
honest courses some months earlier than, under the rigid term 
of his sentence, he would be enabled to. Undoubtedly it is 
necessary to guard against, as fiir as possible, an abuse of the 
privilege. Full arid sufficient opportimity should be allowed 
a man to follow honest pursuits, if he be so inclined ; but it 
is only fair that the authorities should reserve to themselves 
the power of holding him in tether, so to say, so as to be able 
to haul him back to fast anchorage, should his ill-behavior 
make such a step desirable ; but meanwhile the tether-line 
should run slack and ft-ee, — it should by no means be wound 
about a man's hands so as to impede his honest use of them, 
or about his neck so as to strangle him. At Wakefield we 
are informed there is an organization by which every prisoner 
on his discharge — whether on a ticket-of;leave or otherwise 
— could find a home for six or twelve months, till he is able 
to find employment for himself, or till an employer came to 
look for him. Eighty per cent of the persons attached to the 
Wakefield establishment had engaged in, and settled down to, 
honest employment. Surely such a result should encourage 
those in authority to found similar institutions in other parts 
of the country. 

To return, however, to the projected Habitual Criminals 
Bill, It is not the ticket-of-leave man alone who has reasons 
for quaking lest it should become law ; quaking for fear of 
injustice, not justice, that is to say. The class its stem pro- 
visions chiefly, and, as I venture to opine, cruelly aifect are 
those unfortunates who have suffered two distinct terms of 
imprisonment. From the date of his second conviction a 
man is to be subject to police supervision for a term of seven 
years. They have the advantage over the ticket-of-leave man, 
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that they are not required to report themselves periodically 
at a police-station ; but, like the criminal of deeper dye, any 
day within their seven years of supervision they are liable to 
be arrested by the police and taken l^efore a magistrate, to 
prove that they are not deriving a livelihood from dishonest 
sources. Should they fail in doing so, they are to be com- 
mitted to prison for a year. Of the question itself, " What is 
an habitual criminal 1 " remarks the TimeSy commenting on 
the communication of its correspondent, " we say, take a walk 
with the police, and they will show you the class in all its 
varieties as easily as you could be shown the animals in the 
Zoological Gardens. Here they are, — men about whose 
character and calling nobody would ever pretend to entertain 
a doubt. We have been all perplexing ourselves with the 
possible fate of some contrite convict disposed to become re- 
spectable, but thwarted in his efforts by the intervention of 
the police. Why, among the real genuine representatives of 
crime, — among the people described by our correspondent, — 
there is not a man who dreams, or ever would dream, of any 

honest calling The profession has its grades, like any 

other ; and so here is a company of first-class thieves, and 
another company representing the opposite end of the scale. 
At one establishment they are fashionably attired, and not al- 
together ill-mannered ; at another the type is that of Bill 
Sykes himself, even to his bull-dog. But through all these 
descriptions, whether of house or inmate, host or guest, high 
or low, thief or receiver, there runs one assumption which we 
press upon our readers as practically decisive of the question 
before us. It is this : that about * the habitual criminality * 
of the whole class there is not, in the mind of any human 
creatiu*e concerned, the smallest doubt whatever. . . . The 
practice of the past generation was simple ; some petty offence 
commonly began, then as now, a criminal career. It was de- 
tected and punished, and the criminal was sent back to his 
place in society. A second, and perhaps a third, act of deeper 
guilt followed, and the graduate in crime was condemned to 
transportation beyond seas. As long as this punishment re- 

7* 
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tained any terrors it may have been efficient ; but long before 
it was abandoned it had come to be recognized as an acknowl- 
edged benefit rather than a penalty by those who were sen- 
tenced to it. The result was the constant secretion of a 
criminal class on one hand, and the removal on the other to 
another sphere when they became ripe for the voyage, — the 
removal being viewed as an encouragement to the commission 
of similar offences. We must make the painful acknowledg- 
ment that part of this dismal cycle cannot be materially 
altered. When a man is convicted of his first criminal act, 
we cannot know whether it is an isolated deed or whether it 
is the first-firuit of a lifetime. When he has gone from less 
to greater, and has proved himself indurated in crime, we are 
forced to protect society by removing him frx>m it. ... . Nor 
does the proposal involve that extensive and minute system 
of police espionage of which some people have been apprehen- 
sive. An honest man can always keep out of such question- 
able circumstances ; and unless he places himself within 
them, he is as independent of the police as any unconvicted 
Englishman. When a mian has been twice convicted, it is 
surely no great hardship to deprive him of the privilege of 
attempting and plotting crime with impunity." 



m. -. PROFESSIONAL BEGGABS. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE BEGGAR OF OLDEN TIME. 

"Only a Beggar." — The Fraternity three hundred and thirty-three 
Years ago. — A Savage Law. — Origin of the Poor-Laws. — Irish 
Distinction in the Ranks of Beggary. — King Charles's Proclamation. 
«» Cumberland Discipline. 

Were it not that the reader's, sound and simple sense ren- 
ders it quite unnecessary, it might be of importance to premise 
that to be ^^ only a beggar " does not constitute a human being 
a curse against his species. There are those amongst the 
greatest and most famous who have been beggars, and many 
of the mightiest, groaning under the crushing burden of dis- 
tracting power and unruly riches, have bemoaned their fate 
and envied the careless beggar whose dwindled strength was 
at least equal to carrying his slender wallet, whose heart was 
as light as his stomach, and whose wildest dreams of wealth 
never soared vastly above a cosey bam to sleep in, a warm old 
cast-off coat, and a sixpence. To be sure, in many instances 
these dissatisfied ones may not have given any steadfast con- 
sideration as regards such a decided change of state as might 
happen to suit them. It is related of a King of Scotland 
that, wearying of the cares of government, he slipped away 
from his palace and its cloying luxuries, to taste the delights 
that attach to the existence of ragged roving mendicants; 
but though his Majesty affected to have enjoyed himself very 
much, and discoursed afterwards gravely of the great moral 
profit it brought him, it is not recorded that he persevered 
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for any very long time in the pursuit of the newly discovered 
blessing, or that he evinced any violent longing to return to 
it. Perhaps, having convinced himself of the advantages of 
poverty, he generously resolved to leave it to his subjects, 
contenting himself with such occasional glimpses of it as 
might be got by looking out o' window. 

It is now three hundred and thirty-three years ago since 
the beggar ceased to be dependent on voluntary charity, and 
the state insisted on his support by the parishes. In the 
year 1536 was passed an Act of Parliament abolishing the 
mendicant's right to solicit public alms. Under a penalty of 
twenty shillings a month for every case of default, the paro- 
chial authorities were bound to provide work for the able- 
bodied. A poor's-rate, as we now imderstand the term, was 
not then thought of, the money required for pauper relief 
being chiefly derived from collections in the churches, — a sys- 
tem that to a limited extent enabled the clei^ to exercise 
their pious influences as in the old times, and before the de- 
struction of monasteries and religious houses by Henry VIII. 
It was the wholesale spoliation in question, that occurred im- 
mediately after the Reformation, that first made known to 
the people at large the vast numbers of beggars that were 
amongst them. The Act of 27 Henry VIII. c. 25, prohibited 
indiscriminate almsgiving. 

What the charitable townsman had to give, he was: boimd 
to distribute within the boundaries of the parish in which he 
resided. Under the old and looser condition of affairs the 
beggar derived the greater part of his gettings from the 
traveller ; but the obnoxious Act effectually cut off from him 
this fruitful source of supply, since it provided that any parish- 
ioner or townsman who distributed arms out of his proper 
district should forfeit to the state ten times the amount 
given. Whether the recipient of the bounty was in a position 
to act as " informer," with the customary advantage of re- 
ceiving half the penalty, is not stated. 

Against sturdy beggars the law was especially severe. On 
his first conviction he was whipped, the second led to the 
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iliemg^rfr ct his right ear, and if after tliat he was deaf to 
the law's tender admooiticnSy sentence of death was executed 
on him. 

This savage law, however, remained in force not more than 
ten years ; cue of the eariiest Acts of Edward Y I. was to 
mitigate the penalties attaching to beggary. Even under 
tiiis hmnane King's ruling, however, a begj^tr's punishment 
was Bomethizig very ihr beyond a joke. Every person able 
to work, and not willing, aiid declining a "job," though for 
no more tempting wages than his bare meat and drink, was 
liable to be branded on the shoulder, afid any mai;i willing to 
undertake the troublesome chaige might claim the man as 
his riave fixr two years. His scale of diet during that time 
was mere meagre than t^t allotted to thei pauper in our own 
timea. K the slave's master was a generous man, he might 
bestow on him the scraps from his table, or such meat-ofial 
as his dogs had no relish for; but in law he was only bound 
to provide him with a sufficiency of bread and water. If 
sudi hot foeling did not provoke him to arouse and set to 
work with a will, his master might cham him and flog him to 
death's door; and so long as he did not drive him beyond 
that, the law would hold him harmless. Sometimes the poor 
wretch so goaded would run away, but in the event of his 
being recaptured, he was branded on the cheek, and con- 
denmed to lifelong servitude; and if this did not cure his 
propensity for " skedaddling," he was hanged offhand. Any 
employer having a fancy for such a commodity as an incorri- 
gible rmiaway might have the man so condemned as his slave 
for life ; but if no one offered, he was chained at the legs and 
set to work to keep the highways in repair. 

It was speedily found, however, that under such mild laws 
it was impossible to keep the begging fraternity in a proper* 
frame of mind ; and after a trial of it for three years the old 
Act of Henry was restored in full force. 

In 1551 there dawned symptoms of the system that has 
taken more than three hundred years to develop, and even 
now can scarcely lay claim to perfection. Collectors were ap- 
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pointed whose duty it was to make record of the name, resi- 
dence, and occupation of all who apparently were able to give, 
as well as of those whose helpless distress entitled them to 
relief. In the words of the ancient enactment, the said col- 
lectors were to '' gently ask every man and woman, that they 
of their charity will give weekly to the relief of the poor." 
To give, however, was optional, and not compulsory ; no more 
severe pressure was brought to bear against a grudger than that 
the minister or churchwardens were sent to him to exhort him 
to charity ; but so many curmudgeons remained inexorable 
that the voluntary syftem remained in force no longer than 
twelve years ; and then the statute regulating poor's relief 
was remodelled, and it was declared good law that any person 
able to contribute, and declining to do so, might be summoned 
before a justice, who would tax him according to his dis- 
cretion, and conmiit him to jail if he still remained obdurate. 

This last Act was passed in 1563, but nine years after- 
wards we find the government once again urged to repair 
what evidently had all this time remained an unsatisfactory 
business. It is evident that the arrangements made for the 
support of the impotent poor tended to loosen the shackles 
invented for the suppression of the professional beggar. The 
last-mentioned individual was foimd to be flourishing again, 
and it was deemed advisable to make still shorter his re- 
stricted tether. A law was passed enacting that " all persons 
whole and mighty in body, able to labor, not having land 
or master, nor using any lawful merchandise, craft, or mys- 
tery, and all common laborers, able in body, loitering and re- 
fusing to work for such reasonable wage as is commonly given, 
should for the first offence be grievously whipped, and burned 
through the gristle of the right ear with a hot iron of the 
compass of an inch about." 

This mild and moderate mandate was promulgated ander 
the sanction of the virgin Queen Elizabeth, and it is to be 
observed that during the same beneficent reign were passed 
laws in connection with labor and laborers that, were they re- 
vived, would go hard with trade-unionists and strikers in 
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gBiiend. Bf tlw stetntai 89 of Elinbeth, oftp. 3 and 4 
(1098), to raftuw to work at the recogniied a&d ordinaiy 
wages lalgeGted the nuJeoontait to be '^ openly whipped until 
his boify shoold be Uoody, and forthwith sent from parish to 
paiishy the most straiglit waj to the parish where he was 
bom, there to put hmiseif to labor, as a true snligect ought 
to do." Under tlie same Acts of Elixabeth, the overseers of 
the poor hi ersKX pariah were empowered to raise by ** tax- 
atioa of eresy inludiitanty parson, vioar, and other, and of 
ereiT^oecuitter of lands, houses, tithes, mines, 4a, such sums 
of money as they dhall require fbr proridhig a sufficient stock 
of flax, hemp, wool, and other ware or stuff to set the poor 
on wcric, and also competent sums Ibr relief of lame, blind, 
old, and impotent pencns." By Tirtue <^ the Acts in ques- 
tioii, JQStioes were empowered to commit to prison the able- 
bodied who would not work; and churchwardens and orer- 
seers were ehaorged to build suitable houses, at the cost of the. 
paririi, fer the reoeption of the impotent poor only. 

As, howerer, is observed by Mr. Halliday (to whose excel- 
lent -account of the Origin and ffisttny of the Poor-Laws I 
stand indebted for much of the material employed in this 
summary), "these simple provisions were in course of time 
greatly perverted, and many abuses were introduced into the 
administration of the poor-law. One of the most mischievous 
.practices was that which was established by the justices for 
the county of Berks in 1795, when, in order to meet the 
wants of the laboring population, — caused by the high price 
of provisions, — an allowance in proportion to the number 
of his family was made out of the parish fund to every la- 
borer who applied for relief. This allowance fluctuated with 
the price of the gallon loaf of second flour, and the scale was 
so adjusted as to return to each family the simi which a 
given number of loaves would cost beyond the price in years 
of ordinary abundance. • This plan was conceived in a spirit 
of benevolence, but the readiness with which it was adopted 
in all parts of England clearly shows the want of sound views 
on the subject. Under the allowance system the laborer re- 
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ceived a part of his means of subsistenoe in the form of a parkh 
gift, and as the fund out of which it was provided was raised 
from the contributions of those who did not employ laborers as 
well as of those who did, their employers, being able in part to 
burden others with the payment for their labor, had a direct in- 
terest in perpetuating the system. Those who employed laborers 
looked upon the parish contribution as part of the fund out 
of which they were to be paid, and accordingly lowered their 
rate of wages. The laborers also looked on the fund as a 
source of wage. The consequence was, that the laborer 
looked to the parish, and as a matter of right, without any 
regard to his real wants ; and he received the wages of his 
labor as only one and a secondary source of the means of 
subsistence. His character as a laborer became <^ less value, 
his value as a laborer being thus diminished under the com- 
bined operation of these two causes." 

• In the olden time, as at present, it appears that the Irish 
figured conspicuously in the ranks of beggary. As is shown 
by the recent returns, there are haunting the metropolis near- 
ly three mendicants hailing from the Emerald Isle to one of 
any other nation ; and that it was so as long ago as the reign of 
King Charles II. the following proclamation will sufficiently 
attest : — 

"A Proclamation for the speedy rendering away of Irishe 
Beggars out of this Kingdome into their owne Coimtrie and 
for the Suppressing and Ordering of Rogues and Vagabonds 
according to the Laws. 

"Whereas this realme hath of late been pestered with 
great niunbers of Irishe beggars who live here idly and 
dangerously, and are of ill example to the natives of this 
Kingdome ; and whereas the multitude of English rogues and 
vagabonds doe much more abound than in former tymes, — 
some wandering and begging under the colour of soldiers and 
mariners, others under the pretext- of impibtent persons, 
whereby they become a burden to the good people of the 
land, — all which happeneth by the neglect of the due execu- 
tion of the lawes formerly with great providence made for 
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jdht 6f the true poor and indigent and for the panishment 
of Btiifdy logoee and Tagabonds : for the lefonning thereof 
8oe great a miaohiefey and to prevent the many dangers which 
wiUeDBue by the n^eet thereof; the King, by the advice of 
hia Pvivy Ckmnoil and of his judges, oonunands that all the 
laws and atatntea now m force for the punishment of rogues 
and vagabonds be duly putt in execution ; and more particu- 
larly that aU Irishe beggan which now are in any part of this 
Kii^ome, wandering or begging under what pretence soever, 
shall forthwith depart this realme and return to their owne 
countries and there abide." 

The authontiea of Cumberiand and- Westmoreland appear 
to have hit on an expedient that has proved successful in 
diminishing the number of tramps that formerly infested 
those oountiea. A recently published . report states: ^'In 
consequence of frequent and general complaints from the 
people of these two oountiesy as to the numerous robberies 
committed by tramping vagrants, it was determined, at/ the 
end of the year 1867, to enforce the Vagrant Act stricfly. 
The result has been that in the year ending at Michaelmas, 
1868, 624 persons were apprehended in the two counties for 
begging from house to house, and 374 of them were com- 
mitted to prison. The effect has been, to a certain extent, 
like that which voccurred in the time of the cattle-plague ; 
when the police told the tramps at the frontier that they 
must either stop or must be disinfected, and they turned back. 
The daily average number of tramps and vagrants in the two 
counties in the year ending at Michaelmas, 1868, was only 
150, making a total decrease of 6,935 in the year ; and various 
petty larcenies, burglaries, and other crimes decreased re- 
markably. The chief constable has reported that the course 
adopted has been attended with most beneficial results, in 
checking professional mendicancy and preventing crime ; and 
he is persuaded that if the law were generally and uniformly 
carried into effect, tramping vagrancy, as a trade, would be 
very soon put an end to. He says that, as a rule, the con- 
dition of the hands will enable the police to judge between 
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the professional tramp and the workingman really trayellmg 
in search of work, and that all difficulty might be removed 
by requiring the latter to procure a certificate from the head 
of the police of the starting-place, which would protect him 
against apprehension, and which might also guarantee certain 
relief at appointed places along his route." 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE WOBK OF PUNISHMENT AND BBOLAMA- 

TION, 

The Effect of " The Society for the Suppression of Mendicity/'— State 
Bubinesa carried out by Individual Eaterprisc. — " The Discharged 
Prisoners' Aid Society." — The Quiet Work of these Societies. — Their 
Mode of Work. — Curious Statistics. — Singular OscillatioDS. — 
Diabolical Swindling. 

Thb Society for the Suppression of Mendicity has done 
more towards checking imposture, and bringing evil-doers to 
pimishment, than the government itself, notwithstanding all 
the elaborate and expensive machinery at its conunand. Nor, 
by the way, is this a solitary instance of business peculiarly 
its own being shirked by the state, and handed over to be 
dealt with by the skill, energy, and perseverance of a few 
private individuals. A kindred association to that, the prov- 
ince of which is the better government of the beggars of 
London, is that which devotes its energies to the reclamation 
of retiuned convicts. Any one at all acquainted with the 
matter is aware of the immense amount of lasting and sub- 
stantial good that the ** Discharged Prisoners* Aid Society " 
has accomplished. That the individuals chiefly concerned — 
the returned convicts themselves — fully appreciate the ad- 
vantages held out by the said Society is sufficiently proved 
by the fact, that out of 368 license-holders discharged into 
the metropolis, 290 placed themselves in its hands. No doubt 



ibii «i|ili «nttiig«iii«ii*» prore ia oanvenieitt as economical aa 
VQgiida the gOTenuoneiit ; but whether it ia juat to- inflict a 
;Xi0a|^ooaibiU^ of aiioh magnitude on private individuals ia 
aaother <|iieati»a; or whether the eaaement it confera ia 
fbeeply piwohaaed bj our nikra at the ooat of ao unmiatak- 
able a oonfeaaion of their inoapadty. 

So quietly and unpbtruaiyelj do these self-constituted guar- 
diana of public moraliij peifnrm the arduoua duties they 
undertake, that it may be safely assumed not one person in a 
thousand ia aware what their prime oligects are, let alone the 
meana by which they are aocomplic^ed. As regards the 
Mendicity Society, there can be no doubt what is the popular 
impresaion. It is commonly regarded as a sort of amateur 
detective association for the discovery of fraudulent begging, 
-T-a society thai has in its employ certain cunning individuala 
o£:ihe deteet(Bd breed of ''spies," who earn their wages by 
litridng in ahady places, and peej^ingover men's shoulders, 
and covertly hatening to their private converaation. The Ml 
extent of liie Society'a usefulnesa, according to vulgar preju* 
dice, ia r^reaented by the unfortunate ^cadger" pounced 
on in the act of receiving alms, and carried before a magis- 
trate to account for the enormous iniquity. People, how- 
ever, who know no more of the Society than this, know only 
of the smallest and least important of its functions. It is a 
poorVrelief association on an extensive scale. It has its 
.labor-sheds for testing the genuineness of the mendicants that 
apply at the office, to say nothing of a real treadmill of its 
own. Moreover, it proclaims its ability to offer suitable em- 
ployment to every able-bodied mendicant referred to it. The 
following is the Society's method of dealing. The plan of 
the institution is to provide subscribers with tickets, which 
are intended to be distributed to street-beggars only, and 
which will insure admission to the Society's office, where the 
applicant is examined by the sitting or assisting manager, who 
directs such immediate relief as in his judgment may appear 
proper. 

If the apjdicant appears deserving, and is without lodging. 
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money sufficient to procure one for the night is given. In 
cases where the applicant appears tb have an immediate claim 
on any London parish, the pauper is referred to the overseers 
of such parish. If, as in some cases, it is requisite for the 
applicant to return on a subsequent day, he is furnished with 
a return-ticket, which introduces him again to the office for 
further relief. In the mean time inquiry is made, if practi- 
cable, into the character of the pauper, by which the sitting 
manager is governed in awarding proper relief. Men are sent 
to the Society*s premises to chop wood, and women and chil- 
dren to the oakum-room. During the time they are employed, 
men receive eightpence, and women fourpence per day, for 
lodging-money, and two meals, and one meal for each member 
of the family ; and on Saturdays double allowance of money, 
with an extra meal to take home for each, that they may 
have no excuse for begging on Sunday. Each meal in winter 
consists of a pint of nutritious soup, and a sixth of a four- 
pound loaf of good bread ; and in summer one quarter of a 
pound of cheese, and the same proportion of bread. At the 
end of a week, if they apply, the order for work may be re- 
newed, until they have been employed a month, when the 
case is discharged, imless the sitting manager considers an ex- 
tension of employment desirable ; in which case it is laid be- 
fore the committee, who renew the order for another month, 
or give such other relief as they think most likely to prevent 
the necessity of a recurrence to street-begging. In order to 
check repeated applications from the same persons, those who 
habitually resort to the refuges for the houseless, or the metro- 
politan workhouses, for lodging, and to the Society for food, if 
males, have to perform three hours' work at the mill, if females, 
three hours* work at oakum-picking, before food is given them ; 
and the men may also, if practicable, have three days' work at 
stone-breaking. Applicants of this description making more 
than six applications within one year are refused further re- 
lief, unless on investigation they are found deserving of as- 
sistance. 

Persons who have not been six months in Ixmdon are not 
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iMnnd^ndolgdoteof t^idiarity; but ibod is given to persons 
piuning tibron^ London iit sesroh of woric, to assist them on 
their way. In the case of mendioants incapable of labor, the 
amoimt of daily aUowanoe is 6dL for a single man, 9 cL for a 
man, his wife^ and young child, and 1 a in any other case ; 
bnt this allowanoe may be doubled on Saturday night, at the 
diseretioii cf the sitthig or assistant manager. Laborers at 
the mill reoeive 6dL per d^r, and the wife and children of per- 
sons employ^ may feoeiye a meaL The wives of men em- 
ployed eitW at the mill or stone-yard may also have work, 
and receive irages, provided that their joint earnings do not 
exceed' one shUling per day. 

The Somety's ''Beport " recently issued shows the kind and 
the extent of the Irasineas transacted through its officials up 
to the dose of the year 1867. It contains much that is in- 
teresting as well as hmtmetive, and not a little that is pus- 
ding. We are ioioaoed that within the year 644 vagrants 
were arrested and taken before a magistrate, and that of this 
number 311 were committed, and 333 discharged. From the 
commencement to the ekxe of the year 1867, upwards of 
10,000 cases of "casual" relief passed through the hands of 
the Society, as well as between 400 and 500 cases that are 
alluded to as " registered," — a term, it may be assumed, that 
distinguishes the ordinary casual case from that which de- 
mands investigation and private inquiry. Amongst the whole 
number, 44,347 meals were distributed, and a considerable 
sum of money and some clothes ; it being no uncommon oc- 
currence for the management to rig out the ragged, hard-up 
unfortunate applying for relief, and to start him in the world 
in a way that, if he has the intention, gives him a fair chance 
of recovering a decent position. 

The most curious part of the affair, however, appears in the 
plain and simple tabulated statement that represents the year- 
ly nmnber of vagrants relieved and set to work, and consigned 
to proper punishment, since the time of the Mendicity Soci- 
ety's first establishment. In the first year of the Society's 
existence, when the scheme was new, and the vagrant crop 



166 THE SEVEN CUBSES OF LONDON. 

dead-ripe for gathering, and the officers eager to get at their 
new and novel employment, 385 "sturdy beggars" were 
caught and sent to jail. It is consoling to know that in the 
last year (1867) this number was decreased considerably, and 
that no more than 311 were sentenced. This may appear no 
vast reduction, but when we consider not only the enormously 
increased population since 1818, and, what is of equal signifi- 
cance, the advance of intellect and cleverness and cunning 
amongst this as every other community doomed to live by the 
exercise of its wits, the result is one on which the country 
may be congratulated. 

When, however, we come to regard the long column that at 
a glance reveals the figures that pertain to vagrant committals 
for fifty successive years, a decided damper is thrown on one's 
hopes that the trade of the shiftless roving vagabond is be- 
coming surely though slowly extinguished. As might be ex- 
pected of a class so erratic in its movements, it would be 
difficult to measure them by any fixed standard ; but one is 
scarcely prepared to discover the awful amoimt of uncertainty 
that prevaib as regards the going and coming of these impos- 
tor tramps, when there is a dearth of them, and when their 
swarming may be expected. They are like cholera or plague, 
and have their seasons of sloth, and again of general preva- 
lence and virulence. The laws that govern the movements 
of the professional beggar are inscrutable. You may make war 
on him and thin his ranks, and prosecute him and persecute 
him, and by the end of the year be able to show in plain, un- 
mistakable figures that he is not half the formidable fellow 
he was last year; that you have blunted his sting and de- 
creased his dimensions. You still prosecute the war of exter- 
mination, and next year you are in a position to reveal in 
black and white further glorious results. The thousand has 
become seven hundred, and again the seven himdred four. 
At this rate, ere two more years are elapsed, you may strip 
the rags from your last beggar's back, and hang them on the 
city gate as a scarecrow and. a caution against a revival of the 
detestable trade. 
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^ Bat Jhbi finr oor ddnsife hopes ! Come another year, — 
thatt whidh. showed ouraeren hundred beggars dwindled down 
to Jour, -H-and without any i^pparent cause the enemj, crip- 
pled and nKMre than half killed as it seemed, reappears on the 
ittage hale and sound, and with years of life in him yet. The 
four hjondred has grown to six. There are no means of ao- 
oountiBgidr it. Deproesion of trade and poverty widely pre- 
vaUiiig win not do so, for such are times of prosperity and 
&tienitig with the professional beggar. When '^giving" is 
tfae-Qcder of the day, and Benevolenoe, sickening at the sight 
of privation and distress that seems endless, shuts her eyes 
and bestows her gibBts on all comers, then is the cadger's har- 
Ye&t, then ho may pursue his shamefid avocation with com- 
parative impunity. If we required evidence of this, it is 
by the Society's statistics. In 1865, which was an 
feir year with the workingman, the number of va- 
grant oommittals leaohsd 586, while in the year following, 
iriien destitutioci prevailed so enormously, and the outcries of 
fimnne were so generously responded to through the length 
and breadth of the land, the number c^ begging impostors 
who got into trouble were only 372. 

It will be as well, perhaps, that the reader should have set 
before him the figures for the various years precisely as they 
stand in the Society's last-issued Report. As will be seen, for 
some reason that is not explained, there are no returns for the 
four years 1830 to 1833 inclusive. Appended to the "com- 
mitted vagrant list " is a record of the number of cases spe- 
cially inquired into and " registered/' as well as a statement of 
the number of meals that were in each year distributed. 



Yean. 




Cases registered. 


Vagrants oommitteiL 


Meals fdven. 


1818 .... 3,284 . . 


. . «JOd . . I 


. 16,827 


1819 . , 






. 4,682 . . 




. . 580 . 




. . 33,013 


1820 . . 






. 4,546 . 




. . 359 . 




. . 46,407 


1821 . 






. 2.336 . . 




. . 324 . 




. . 28,542 


1822 . 






. 2,235 . 




, . 287 . 




. . 22,232 


1823 . 






► 1,493 . . 




. . 193 . , 




. . 20,152 


1824 . 






. 1,441 . . 




, . 195 . . 




. . 25,396 


1825 . 




> 1 


, 1,096 . . 




. . 381 . , 




. . 19,600 



iGd 
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Yean. 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 



Caaes registered. Vagrants oommitted. 


Meala given. 


833 . . 


. . 300 . . 


. . 22,972 


806 . . 


. . 403 . . 


. . 35,892 


. 1^84 . . . 


. . 786 . . 


. . 21,066 


671 .. , 


. . 602 . . . 


. . 26,286 


848 .. . 


• ^^ • • 


. . 105^88 


. 1,285 . . 


• • ^^ • • 


. . 79,156 


. 1,040 . . . 


• ^^ • • 


. . 73,315 


624 . . 


• • ^^ • • 


. . 37,074 


. 1,226 . . 


. . 652 . . 


. . 80,513 


. 1,408 . . . 


. .1,510 . . . 


. 84,717 


. 946 .. . 


, .1,004 . . . 


. . 68,134 


. 1,087 . . , 


.1,090 . . . 


. 87.454 


. 1,041 . . 


. . 873 . . . 


. . 155,348 


. 1,055 . . . 


• 962 . . 


. 110,943 


706 .. . 


. . 752 . , . 


. 113,502 


. 997 .. . 


. .1,119 . . . 


. . 195,625 


. 1,223 . . 


. .1,306 . . , 


. 128,914 


. 1,148 . . . 


.1,018 . . , 


. 167,126 


. 1,184 . . , 


, . 937 . . , 


. 174,229 


. 1,001 . . 


1 • 868 . . . 


. 165,139 


. 980 .. . 


. . 778 . . , 


. 148,569 


910 . . 


, . 625 . . , 


. 239.171 


. 1,161 . . 


. . 979 . . . 


. . 148,661 


. 1,043 . . , 


. . 905 . . 


. . 64,251 


. 787 .. , 


. . 570 . . . 


. 94,106 


. 1,150 . . 


. . 900 . . . 


. . 102.140 


658 . . 


. . 607 . . 


. . 67,985 


419 . . 


. . 354 . . , 


, . 62,788 


332 . . 


. . 326 . . . 


. . 52,212 


235 . . 


. . 239 . . . 


. . 52,781 


325 .. . 


. 293 . . , 


, . 49,806 


. 354 . . 


. . 358 . . . 


. . 64,074 


329 . . 


, . 298 . . 


. . 43,836 


364 .. . 


, . 305 . . 


. . 40,256 


430 .. . 


. 850 . . . 


, . 42,912 


446 . . 


. . 335 . . 


. . 73,077 


542 .. . 


. . 411 . . 


. . 47,458 


. 607 . . 


. . 451 . . 


. . 45,477 


413 .. , 


. . 370 . . 


. . 55,265 


. 774 .. . 


. . 586 . . 


. . 52,137 


481 . . 


. . 872 . . 


. . 38,131 


488 . . 


. . 311 . . 


. . 44,347 



54,767 



27,609 



3,713,726 
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AflRvning that Htub Societj eonstantij emploji the same 
number of offioerii raid that they are always maintained in 
the flame condign of aotlTity, it is difficult to account for the 
disparity diaj^yed fay the above-quoted figures. It would 
almost iwetn that the mendicity constahulary were gifted with 
a presoienoe of what was about to happen ; that they knew, by 
the bftj^'pg ci dogs or some other unmistakaUe td^en, when 
^'the b^ggam are coming to town," and sallied out, as fisher- 
men do at the approach of herrings ot mackerel, prepared, 
and ftdly determined tO make a good hauL 

It is a pity that, desi^te the good woriL it accomplishes, the 
Society for tiie Suppression of Mendicity should have weighty 
reasons for lamenting ibe &lling-off of public support it has 
of late experienced. Nothing could be more promising than 
its lapnching. It took the field with a staff <^ eight cousta- 
bles only, and an income <^ £4,384 ; nor could it be said to 
disappoint the expectations of its patrons. In its first year 
of operation it prosecuted 385 professional vagrants. Its sue* 
cess pn^gressed. Alter a lapse of twenty-five years, in 1842, 
we find it with an income of £6,576 ; and that prosperity had 
not dulled its energy appears from the fact that in the year 
last mentioned there occurred, in the deep waters where that 
slippery and voracious fish, the incorrigible beggar, lurks for 
prey, the splendid catch of over thirteen hundred. Encour- 
aged by so fair a stroke of business, and the kindness and 
generosity of an appreciative public, the Society then added a 
new branch to their business, — the begging-letter branch; 
which, it should be understood, did not originally come within 
the scope of its operations in any shape. 

At the expiration of another quarter of a century, however, 
we find that, instead of an increase of income to the extent 
of one third, as occurred in the first quarter of a century of 
the Society's existence, its resources have fallen off to the ex- 
tent of nearly one half, as compared with the income of 1842. 

This is as it should not be. As has been shown, feeding 
the deserving poor as well as punishing the inveterate vagrant 
comprises a prominent feature of the Society's business, and 

8 
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this it is impossible to do without adequate funds. It aught 
be supposed that the passing oi the Hoiiaeless Poor Act would 
have diminished the number of applicants to this and other 
charitable societies ; but there is a laige class of persons tem- 
porarily thrown out of work to whom the casual wards of 
workhouses are useless, and who do not apply lor assistance 
there. The niunber of this class who applied with tickets at 
the Society's office during the past year wa3 more tkai^ dcniJUe 
the number of mch applieawtB in the preceding ¥^r, beings in 
1866, 4,378; but in 1867, 10,532. AmoQg these poor per- 
sons 44,347 meals, consisting of 7,389 four-pound loaves, upn 
wards of four tons of cheese, and 785 gallons of soup, haye 
been distributed. In addition to this amount of food, £ 65 
7 «., in small sums of money, has been given to those whose 
oases seemed suitable for such relief. 

The aj^tehended cases were 644, as compared witb 693 
such cases in 1866 ; but though a diminished constabulary 
force was employed for part of the yeas, yet neady as large 
a number of old offenders was committed by the magistratei 
being 311 compared with 372 in 1866. The number of b^- 
ging-letters referred to the office for inquiry during the past 
year was 2,019, being somewhat fewer than the return of such 
applications for the year 1866. Of the 2,019 letters 790 
were from unknown applicants ; 620 from persons previously 
known to the Society's officials, but requiring a more recent 
investigation ; and 609 from persons too well knowa to re- 
quire any investigation. 

The following cases that have occurred during the past 
year will show the mode in which the Society deals with the 
very different classes of applicants brought within the sphere 
of its operations : — 

" No. 61 7. F. J. — This young man, twenty-four years of 
age, came to the office with a subscriber's ticket. He stated 
that he had been employed last as a book-keeper at Muichester, 
and left that situation in April, and had since he&i in Lon- 
don seeking a situation, in which he had failed, and, having 
no frienda here, had become destitute He was a wett-spok^ 
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AgiHtaaa; <atf <pf >fli & 'i 8 t^-l^ tetthftd ia hfai rtntonents and 
iittiMili%^ ntctfir t^ JfirtoefaMter, whdM he had rektives who 
iMrtdd tfanM'hinik. ':At the kMtanee of the pi«ddmg manager 
iiiffaai^iMfkMMi^^ hiniy wMch improved hie a|^>ear- 

"ttob^'fOni fltMj AilMi^ were handed to a eonetable to pay 

-lft r ilg i g » ^wMdfc inm dbiie; and the baknoe was given to him. 

' o&'ww AijM^ittsf he^'Wfeite ftem Manoheeter a letter, in whieh 
lt# atatted^ tttb he haidl' er^rjr proqpecit of obtaining employ- 
nient^ and expraeMt mvtA gmtitode fat what had been done 
9ltt HitQrBEt una oHweb 

^Mv. S89. E F.^^lliie woman, thirtyHWten years of age, 
ttpfiSmA tb Ae Society with a enbacriber^s ticket, alleging her 

^dirtrMia hove been ctnuwd by the desertion of her husband 
ted B er oti n iiiabflity to proeure employment, owing to the 
want of decent diothing. ^hewias sent to theSoeiety^soakuin- 
ioimio w^M^aAd whik<there^ save^ enongh money to par- 

'^^UMMVeial alleles ti wea mg4tp |i a r eL Inqniiy was made ; 

* iM Ifr behi^ ibmid thslr her sdattoftetits were true and her 
'^J i a i 'H W ttf' gttod, « sftnatkHfr was Ibnnd her, in whicli she still 
tt,' ap pare ntly girit^ satisftiction to her employers, and likely 
to obtain a respect^tble living for the future." 

"No. 169,160. S. W. G. — This poor woman, the widow 
of a laborer, and aged 45 years, had done her best to bring 
np her family in credit, by keeping a small coal and green- 
grocery shop, making ginger-beer, &o. during the summer 
months ;^ and several of the children were nearly provid- 
ing for themselves, when she lost her sight, and was found in 
a state of distress. Her eldest daughter had been obliged to 
leave her situation to look to the house ; but having a knowl- 
edge of the sewing-machine and a prospect of obtaining work 
at home, it was decided to recommend the case for liberal re- 
lief, in order that a machine might be obtained, and the 
daughter thus enabled to assist in rearing the younger chil- 
dren at home, which object there is reason to hope has l)een 
accomplished.*' 

" No. 64,494. C. T., a/ww S. — A well-dressed woman was 
apprehended on a warrant, charging her with obtaining chari- 
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table contributions by false pretences ; she had been known to 
the Society's officers for years, and a number of complaints 
had been lodged at the office against her during that time ; 
when apprehended on previous occasions no one could be 
found willing to appear against her. In the present instance 
she had applied to a lady residing at Rutland Gate for a loan 
of £ 2 to enable her to take her brother to Scotland, whom 
she represented as having just lefb the Brompton Hospital 
very ill, and that she had been advised to get him to his 
native air, where they had friends. To strengthen her appeal 
she mentioned the names of two or three persons known to 
the lady to whom she was applying, and as having been sent 
by one of them to her ; on the faith of the representations 
made she was assisted with £ 2 6 #. ; but subsequent inquiry 
convinced this lady that the statement was false. At the time 
the prisoner was taken into custody she had £5 Ss, b^<L on 
her person ; and being made acquainted with the charge con- 
fessed herself guilty of these offences, and ofifered to repay 
the money ; but on the case being stated to the magistrate 
he sentenced her to three months' imprisonment, and the 
money found in her possession to be applied to her mainte* 
nance while there." 

** No. 42,064. T. B., with a number of aliases, was agaia 
apprehended by one of the Society's constables ; he had been 
known as a begging-letter impostor for upwards of twenty 
years, and during that period had been three times trans- 
ported, and as many times liberated on tickets-of-leave. On 
this occasion (in company with a woman whom he represented 
as a district visitor) he applied to a gentleman residing in 
Eaton Square, stating that he was * Mr. Bond,' one of the over- 
seers of St, Marylebone Parish, and gave in his card to that 
effect. On obtaining an interview, he said he and the lady 
with him had interested themselves on behalf of a * Mrs. Cole,' 
a widow with six children, a native of Ledbury in Hereford- 
shire, who wished to return home, where she would be able to 
obtain a living for herself and family, and he was seeking sub- 
scriptions to purchase the family a little clothing and funds to 
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I 'fiefray the expense of their transit. The gentleman knowing 
( ^dbnry well, find believing the priBonet's statement to bo 
I "tme, gave him 10 e. ; but afterwnrds finding that he had been 
^ 'imposed on, obtained a warrant for hia apprehension, and the 
ease being clearly proved, he waa sentenoed to three months' 
Itnprisoiinieiit ; and the magistrate remarked that a more 
liardeued criminal had never lieen brought before him, and 
that the Home Secretary should be applied to to cause him 
to finish hia itneipired term of two years and three months." 
"No. 54,889. M. W. — A woman with an infant in her 
arms was apprehended by one of the Society's constables for 
endeavoring to obtain money by fUlse pretences from a gentle- 
man residing in Portland Place, by stating that her husband 
was at the Bonmcmouth Sanatorium, and produced a letter 
purporting to be from the medical officer of the institution, 
■which was as follows : ' National Sanatorium, Bournemouth, 
Hants. — The resident surgeon wishes to inform Mrs. W. that 
her husband, having ruptured a bloodvessel, is in a very pre- 
carious state. James W. is very desirons of seeing his wife, 
and Ivegs she will tome aa early as possible,' This note was 
signed as by the resident medical offiMr. She Btated to the 
prosecutor that, having no means of paying her railway fare, 
(die had applied to him for assistance, as he had been kind to 
her husband on previous occasions. Being apprehended and 
detained for inquiries, she admitted the truth of the charge 
made against her ; and the case being clearly proved, she was 
sentenced to three months' imprisonment. The prisoner and 
ber husband had been carrying on this system of impoution 
for a. long time, but, owing to parties declining to come fbr> 
ward to prosecute, had not previously been convicted." 

But there remains yet to notice one member of the begging- 
letter-writing fraternity, compared with whom all the rest are 
mere innocent and harmless scribblers. After an experience 
BO long and varied, and so many conflicts sharp and severe 
■with rtieir natural enemies the officers of the " Society," and 
«b many exposures and defeats, it might be reasonably hoped 
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that the ptx)fes8ional beggar whose genius takes an epistolary 
turn must find his ingenuity weUnigh exhausted; but, as 
recent revelations have disclosed, the machinery brought 
against him for his suppression has but sharpened his wit6 
and rendered him more formidable than ever. Although but 
recently discovered, it is hard to say for how long a time this 
diabolical desire for swindling the unwary has existed. Very 
possibly, many a ** dodge " of minor calibre has been invented 
and run the length of its tether, and died the death of all 
dodges, while the one in question has lurked in the dark, and 
grown fat and prospered. 

It would be next to impossible for the imagination most 
fertile in wicked invention to conceive anything more devilish 
and mischievous, or an evil that might be perpetrated with 
less fear of detection. The mainspring of the pretty scheme 
is not to impose on the benevolence and credulity of the lir- 
ing, but to blast and vilify the character of the dead. To ob- 
literate from the hearts of those who were nearest and dearest 
to him — the husband dead and buried — all kindly remem- 
brance of him ; to tear, as it were, from his poor honest body 
the white shroud in which tender hands had enveloped it, and 
show him to have lived and died a traitor, a hypocrite, and an 
impo8ttor, false to that very last breath with which he bade 
his wife, his " only darling," farewell ; and this that some 
cold-blooded ruffian may extort from the wronged man's duped 
indignant survivors a few miserable pounds or shillings, as 
the case may be. 

The process by which the villany in question may be ac- 
complished is much more simple than would at first appear. 
The prime condition of the impostor's success is that he must 
reside at a long distance from those it is his intention to dupe. 
The swindler lives in France or Grermany, sometimes as hr 
away as America. The first " move " is to look into the news- 
paper obituary notices for a likely victim. A gentleman who 
dies young, leaving a wife and a numerous family to bemoan 
their bitter bereavement, is not imcommonly the case fixed 
on. If, during bis lifetime, he was a man who, from his stft- 
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a in life, must bave beeu tolerably well known, bo much the 
better. It is a woman who writes the letter. Sbe writes, of 
course, to the individual im though not in the least suspecting 
that be is dead. The following genuine copj of stmh a. letter 
will, better than aaj-thing, illustrate the cold, i;ruel, subtle 
villany essential to Iha Hucceaa of the " Dead man's lurk," ae 
in the profession it ia styled : — 

" Mr EVKa-DEiBEST RoBEBT, — It is only after enduring the 
sickening disappointment that bos attended m; last three let- 
ters sent to the old address, that I venture to write to your ■ 
private abode, iu the fervent hope that thia my desperate ap- 
peal to your oft-tried generosity may fall into no other hands 
but your own. 

" I caunot think that my boy's fatlier can have grown cold 
towards her whose whole life is devoted to him, who fled from 
Iiome and friends, and took up her abode iu a foreign land and 
amougat strangers, that her darling might not be troubled, — 
that bis hoaie might be peace. Alas ! what is my home 1 But 
I will not upbraid you- Were I alone, I woidd be content to 
die rather than cause you a single pang of uneaainesa ; buf^ 
u my dear Bobert knows, I «m not alone. God still spares 
' our boy to me, though I much fear that the doctor's predio- 
tion that be'Wouldget the better of his ailments when be had 
turned the tige of ten vill not be verified. Sometimes as I 
ait of lugbts, -^ long, weary, thoughtful nights, — watching 
my sick darling, and thinking of those old times of brief bit- 
ter sweetness, I wish that you could see him, so like your own 
dear self; but the thought is at once hushed, when I reflect 
OB the pam it would causq you to contemplate our poor 
/aiherUu boy. I am almost tempted to thank Ood that ha 
cannot remain much longer on earth ; but it ia hard, cruelly 
hard, to see him suffer fivm toarU as well as from his painful 
malady. T>o, for the sake of the old iimei, seud me a tittle 
money, tiiough only a few pounds. There is no other resource 
finr us but the workhouse. At any rate, pray send me an 
answer to this, uid relieve the dreadfiil suspense that haunts 
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''P. S. As I have been, from reasons too painful to disclose 
to you, compelled to quit the lodgings in V. Street, pliease 

direct Post-office, , Yours^ ever true and faithful, 

"Elizabeth J* 

As it happened, the gentleman to whom this villanoos 
epistle was addressed had, till within a few years of his 
demise, resided in a far-away quarter of the globe, and under 
such conditions as rendered a ten-years-ago intimacy with any 
English Elizabeth utterly impossible ; but unfortunately his 
survivors were content to treat the attempted imposture with 
silent contempt, and a likely opportunity of bringing to proper 
punishment one of a gang of the most pestiferous order of 
swindlers it is possible to conceive was lost. It was probably 
only the very peculiar and exceptionally conclusive evidence 
that the letter could not apply to Mr.. Robert -— ^ that 
saved his friends from painful anxiety, and perhaps robbfliy. 
It is so much less troublesome to hush up such a matter than 
to investigate it. To be sure, no one would have for a mo- 
ment suspected, from the precise and proper behavior of the 
man dead and gone, that he could ever have been guilty of 
such wickedness and folly; but it is so hard to read the 
human heart. Such things have happened ; and now that 
one calls to mind — 

That is the most poisonous part of it, — " now that one 
calls to mind 1 " What is easier than to call to mind, out of 
the ten thousand remembrances of a man whose society we 
have shared for twenty years or more, one or two acts that at 
the time were regarded as " strange whims," but now, re- 
garded in the light that the dan^nable letter sheds on them, 
appear as parts of the very business so unexpectedly brought 
to light 1 Perhaps the man was privately charitable, and in 
benevolent objects expended a portion of his income, without 
making mention of how, when, and where, or keeping any 
sort of ledger account. How his means so mysteriously 
dwindled in his hands was a puzzle even to his most intimate 
friends, — Tioto it is apparent where the money went I But; 



there, it is no uae discnsaing that now ; he has gone to an- 
swer for all hie eios, and it is tu be derotitly wished that God, 
in the infiuite atretch of his mercy, will forgive him even 
this enormous sin. Meiuiwhile it will never do to have this 
base crc&tnre coming as a trampmg beggar, perhaps with her 
boy, and knocking at the door, despcrtttely determined on 
being cared for by the man who was tbe cause of her rnin and 
her banishment Better to send her ten pounds, with a brief 

note to the effoct that Mr. is now dead, and it will be 

useless her troubling again. 

This is what did not happen m the case quoted, and for tho 
reasona given ; but it might, and in very many cases it dwubt- 
less has bappoucd ; and it woidd be worth a whole year's 
catch of common begging-letter impostors if tho Society for 
the Suppression of Mendicity could trap a member of the 
'■ Dead-iurk " gang, and hand him over to the tender morciea 
of thfi law. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

BXQaiNQ "DODaBS." 

Tbe Tarle^ tnd Qaality of tbe Impmtnra. — SnperlorAceomplitbDHBti 
of Aw Uodara PnctitkiMT.— tba Bcdpe Ibr Snccen. — The Power of 
"Cbeak." — "Chudng" and the "Shallaw La;." — Batimata of 
their Paying Talne. — The Art oT toncbing Womeo'i Hearts. — The 
Hatf-retentliil Trick. — The Loadoii " Cadjer,"— The Height of " Tho 
funin* 8«MMi." 

Thb "dodges" to vhioh an mdividnal resolved on a 
Tagraat life will resort are almost past reckoning ; and, as a 
natnral oonsetiuenoe, the quality of the imposture in modem 
jffwstioe la Bupttior to that which served to delude our grand- 
&ther& 

It osn be no other. As civiliiation advances, and our ma- 
chinery for tbe Bui^)reesion and detection of fraud improves, 
ao> if he would live at all, must the professional impostor 
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exert all the skill and cunning he is endowed with to adjust 
the balance at his end of the beam. It is with vagrancy as 
with thieving. If our present system of police had no more 
formidable adversaries to deal with than lived and robbed in 
the days of those famous fellows, Richard Turpin and Mast^ 
Blueskin, Newgate might, in the course of a few years, be 
converted into a temperance hotel, and our various convict 
establishments into vast industrial homes for the h^ples^y 
indigent. So, if the well-trained staff under the captaincy 
of that shrewd scenter of make-believe and hmnbug — Mr. 
Horsford — was called on to rout an old-fashioned army of 
Bhan» blindness, and cripples whose stumps were fictitious^ 
and of clumsy whining cadgers, who made filthy rags do duty 
for poverty, who painted horrid sores on their arms and legs, 
and employed a mild sort of whitewash to represent on their 
impudent faces the bloodless pallor of ccmsumption, — we 
might reasonably hope to be rid of the whole community -ja a 
month. 

It is scarcely too much to say, that the active and intelli- 
gent opposition brought to bear of late years against beggars 
has caused the trade to be taken up by a class of persons of 
quite superior accomplishments. I well recollect, on the 
memorable occasion of my passing a night in the society of 
tramps and beggars, hearing the matter discussed seriously 
and at length, and that by persons who, from their position 
in life, undoubtedly were those to whose opinion considerable 
weight attached. The conversation b^;an by one yoimg fel- 
low, as he reclined on his hay-bed and puffed complacently 
at his short pipe, relating how he had " kidded " the work- 
house authorities into the belief that he had not applied for 
relief at that casual-ward for at least a month previously, 
whereas he had been there for three successive nights. Of 
course this was a joke mightily enjoyed by his audience ; and 
a friend, wagging his head in high admiration, expressed his 
wonder as to how the feat could be successfully accomplished. 
" How ! " replied the audacious one ; " why, with cheek, to be 
sure. Anything can be done if you Ve only got cheek Plough. 
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V, 's no use piittin' on a spurt of it, and knocking under soon 

'■a you 're tackled. Uo in for it up to the heads of your 

-Boul bolts. Put it on yotu- face bo gailua thick that the Duvil 
'hiniBelf won't see through it. Put it into your eyes aud eet 
'the tenTB a-roUin'. Swear God's truth ; stop at nothiug-. 
They 're bouud to believe you. Tliere ain't nothing else left for 
'em. They think that there 's an ond soniowhere to lyin' and 

'oheekln', and they 're fooh enough to think that they 

can tell when that eud shows itself. Don't let your cheek 
bayc any end to it. That 'b where you 're right, my lads." 

I have, at the risk of shocking the reader of delicate sen- 
HaihilitieH, quoted at fiiU the terms in wliich my rufiiatily 
'" casual " chamber-fellow delivei-ed himself of his opinion as 
to the power of " cheek " illimitable, because from the enmo 
experienced source preseutly proceeded aa handsome a tribute 
to the effieieucy of the officers of the Mendicity Society aa 
they ooiild desire. 

" What shall you do with yeraclf to-morrow !" one naked 
of another, who, weary of song and anecdote and HftBphemy, 
preparatory to eurlinjr dowu for the niiiht was yawning cui-sea 
on the parochial authorities for supplying him with no warmer 
mg. " It ain't much you can do anyhows atween the time 
irhen you finish at the crank and go out, till when you wants 
to come in agin. It feels like fVoat ; if it ia, I shall do a bit 
of chanting, I think." ("Chanting" is vagrant phraseology 
for street singing.) 

" I 'm with you," replied his ftiend j " unless it 's cold enough 
to work the shaller ; that 's the best game. T ain't no use, 
though without it 's perishin' cold ; that 's the wust on it." 

(It may be here mentioned that the " shnller," or more 
properly " shallow " dodge, is for a beggar to make cftpita) of 
hia rags and a diagnstiug condition of semi-nudity ; to expose 
his shoulders and his knees and hia shirtless chest, pinched 
and blue with cold. A pouncing of the exposed parts with 
common powder-^lue is found to heighten the frost-bitten ef- 
fect, and to excite the compassion of the charitable,) 

* There you are wrong," broke in the advocate of " cheek " ; 
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** that is n't the wtist of it. The wust of it is, that there 's 
no best of it. It don't matter what you try ; all games is 
a growing stale as last week's tommy " (bread). 

^'It's cos people get so gallus 'ard-'arted, that's wot it 
is," remarked with a grin a young gentleman who shared the 
bed of the ** cheeky ** one. 

*' No, that ain't it, either ; people are as sc^-'arted and as 
green as ever they was; and so they would shell out like 
they used to do, only for them " (something too dread- 
ful for printing) ** lurchers of the S'ciety. It 's aU them. It 
ain't the reg'lar p'lice. They're above b^gars, 'cept when 
they 're set on. It 's them Mendikent coves, wot gets their ^ 
livin' by pokin' and pryin' arter every cove like us whenever * 
they sees him in the street They gives the public the * of- 
fice ' " (information), *^ and the public believes 'em, bust 'em ! " 

These observations evidently set the ^' cheeky " one think- 
ing on times past ; for he presently took up the subject again. 

" Things ain't wot they was one time. Talkin' about the 
shallow lay ; Lor' bless yer, you should have knowed what it 
was no longer ago than when I was a kid, and used to go oiit 
with my old woman. Ah, it was summat to have winter 
then ! I 've heerd my old woman say often that she 'd war- 
rant to make enough to live on all the rest of the year, if 
she only had three months' good stiff frost. I recollect the 
time when you could n't go a dozen yards without hearing the 
flying up of a window or the opening of a door, and there 
was somebody a beckoning of you to give you grub or cop- 
pers. It was the grub that beat us." 

" How d 'ye mean 1 Did n't you get enough of it ! " 

" Hark at him ! enough of it ! We got a thunderin' sight 
too much of it. A little of it was all very well, 'specially if 
it was a handynsized meaty bone, wot you could relish with a 
pint of beer when you felt peckish ; but bust *em, they used to 
overdo it. It don't look well, don't you know, to carry a bog 
or anythink, when you are on the shallow lay. It looks as 
though you was a ^ reg'lar,' and that don't * act' The <^d gal 
used to stow a whacking lot in a big pocket she had in her 



I 
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'pettinit, and I used to put away & ' dollop ' in the biisum of 
iDiyfihirt, which it waa tied roimd tlie wnist-bag hid imder- 
neatli my troiiEers for the purpose. But, Lor' bleee ycr, some- 
times the blessed trade would go that aggravatin' tbut wo 
would both find ourselTes iomied up in no time. Lor, bow my 
old womau would awear about the grub aometimes ! It used 
to make rae larf ; it was a reg'Iar pantomiime. She 'd be 
reg'lar weighed down, and mo atuHed ao jolly full thi\t I dare 
n't 80 much aa shiver eveu, lest a lump of tommy or meat 
■beuld timible out in front, and all the whilo we 'd be [tfttter- 
iug about ua not having eat a mouthful sluuo the duy afore yeS' 
terday. Then somebody 'ud beckon u» ; and pVaps it waa a 
aervant^al, with enough in a dish fur a inan find his diiwg. 
And tlie old woman 'blijred to curtuhy and look pleased 1 They 

ought to have heard her ! ' D and b 'em ! ' my old gal 

nacd to May between her teeth, ' I wish they had them liroken 

wittlea stuffed down their buatod throats ; why the can't 

they give na it in coppers ! ' But aho could n't say that to 
them, don't yer know ; she had to put on a grateful mug and 
say, ' God bless yer, my dear ! ' to tlie gal, as though, if it 
had a't bean for th^ lot of gnib turning up that bleaaed 
Buuuto, she muet have dropped down dend of atarration." 

" But acran fetohed its prioe in them times, did n't it, Billy 1 
Tkere was dnims where you might sell it long afore your time, 
don't you know, Billy 1 " 

" Course I know. It fetched Ha prioe, ent'inly, when yon 
eould get aiway -to aell it ; but what I 'm apeftking of ia the 
inconvenience of it. We didn't want no gnib, don't you 
see ; it was the ^I'ilii^ of ua. S'poee now we was served like 
what I juat told you ; got reglar loaded up when we was a 
couple 1^ miles away. What waa we to do 1 We could n't 
go (w a aweariu' as hon we waa starvin' with wittlea bustin' 
out of as all ronnd. We waa loliged to ahoot the load afore 
we couU begia ag'in. Scunetimes we had to do the ' long 
trot ' " (go hoine) " with it, and so ap'iled a whole artemoon. 
If we got a chanoa, we shot it down a gully, or in a dun^ole 
ia a mawa. Aoythiok to get rid of it, don't yon aee. I ahoold 
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like to haye just now the rattlin' lot of grub we Ve been 
'bliged to get rid of in that there way.*' 

Despite the declme of the trade of " shallowing,'* however, 
as the reader must have observed, it is one that is regarded 
as worth resorting to in *' season." A more fiivorite ** dodge " 
at the present is to appear before the public, not in rags and 
tatters and with patches of nidied flesh disgnstinglj visible, 
but in sound thorough labor^stained attire, and affect the style 
either of the ashamed unaccustomed beggar or that of the 
honest working mechanic, who, desperately driven by stress 
of poverty, shapes his loud-mouthed appeal in tones of indig- 
nant remonstrance that rich and prosperous England should 
permit a man such as he is to be reduced to the uncomfort- 
able plight iu which you now behold him. He is a solitary 
cadger, and gets himself up in a manner so artful, that it is 
only when you pay attention to his ** Kpeech,^ and find that 
he repeats precisely the same words over and ov^ again, that 
you begin to have a suspicion that he is not exactly what he 
seems. Like the " shallow cove;" he prefers a very cold or a 
very wet and miserable day. He does not enter a street 
walking in the middle of the road, as the common " chant- 
ing " or " pattering " beggar does ; he walks on the pavement 
with slow and hesitating gait, and at frequent intervals casts 
hasty and nervous glances behind him, as though fearful that 
he is watched or followed. Possibly he is so afraid. At all 
events, should a policeman by rare chance steal round the 
comer, his steps will increase in length, and he will pass out 
of the street just as an ordinary pedestrian might'; but 
should he be free to play his '' little game,*' he will set about 
it as follows. 

After looking about him several times, he proceeds to 
make himself remarkable to any person or persons who may 
happen to be gazing streetward from the window. He will 
stand suddenly still, and button up his coat as though de- 
termined on some desperate action. With a loud-sounding 
'' hem ! " he clears his throat and advances towards the road- 
way ; but, alas, before his feet touch the pavement's^ boundary 
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bia omtFfige falters, and he dashes his hand Hcniss his ej'cs 
and shakes his head, tu a maniur that at unce couvcj'b to be- 
holders the impression that, much ati he desiros it, he is un- 

I equal to the perfurmance of what a, moment ago he eontem- 
- plated and thought himself strong enough to perform. At 

•Jfiast, if this is not made manifest to the beholder, the actor 
^s missed hia object. On he goes again just a few flittering 

, Bteps — a very few — and then he eries '' hem I " again loud- 

c er and fiercer thaa before, and dashes into the middle of the 

If you had pushed him there, or set your dog nt him and 
he had bounded there to escape its fangs, the injured look lie 

. casts up at joii could not lie surpassed. He says not a word 
ior a full minute ; he simply folds his arms sternly and glarea 

^at you up at the window, as though he would say not so 

■muiiti " What do you think of me standing here 1 " as " What 
do you think of yourself, aft«r having driven roe to do a thing 
so ignominious and shameful 1" These necessary prelimina- 

. ries accomplished, in a loud impassioned voice he opens : — 

"What I" — (a pause of some seconds' duration) — 
" What t will n man not do to drive away from his door the 
VOLF that assails the wife of his boeom and bis innocent 
bwf spring t " 

He appears to await an answer to this, aa though it were a 
solemn conundrum ; though fivm the moody contraction of 
his eyebrows and the mtnnentaiy scorn that wrinkles the 
comers of bis mouth u he Btill gaaes all round at the win- 
dows, he seema to be aware that it is one which on account 
of your complete ignomnce of such matters you will never 
guess. 

" DoubtlesB, my friends, you are astonished to see me in 

. this butniliating attitude, addressing you hke a common beg- 
gar. But what else am 1 1 What is the man who implores 
you to spare him from your plenty — ay, and your luxury — 
ttpatny to save from starving those that are dearer to him 
than bis Hiabt's blood, but a beggar 1 But, my friends, a 
man may be a beggar, and still be not ashamed. / am not 
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ashamed. I might be, if it was for myself that I naked jcnst 
charity ; but I would not do bo. I would die sooner than I 
would stoop to do it ; but what is a husbabtd to do, when h% 
has a wife weak and ill from her confinement ; who is dyii^ 
by HiNCHES for that nourishment that I hare not to gire 
her 1 " (Here a violent blowing of his nose on a dean cotton 
pocket-handkerchief) *' What, my dear friends, is a father 
to do, when his little ones cry to him for bread 9 Should ha 
feel ashamed to beg for them 1 Ask yourselves that question, 
you who have good warm fires and all that the heart can de* 
sire. I am no^ ashamed. It is a desperate man's last re- 
source ; and I ask you again, as my fellow-creatures, will you 
turn away from me and deny me the small assistance I b^ 
of you 1 " 

Generally he is successfuL Women — young mothers and 
old mothers alike — find it hard to resist the artless allusiott 
to the wife, *' weak and ill from her confinement," and the 
amazingly well-acted sudden outburst of emotion that tlMl 
actor is so anxious to conceal under cover of blowing his nose. 
To be sure he is not a prepossessing person, and his style of ^ 
peal is somewhat coarse and violent ; but that stamps it, in 
the eyes of the unwary, as genuine. If he " knew the trade,*^ 
he would know that he should be meek and insinuating, not 
loud-mouthed and peremptory. In short, his behavior is 
exactly that of a man — a hutl-working fellow when he has 
work to do — driven to desperation, and with a determination 
to raise enough to buy a loaf somehow. It would be a mon- 
strous thing to refuse 8u<^ a poor fellow because of his blunt 
inapt way of asking ; and so the halfpence come showering 
down. It is several months ago since I last saw this worthy; but 
I have no doubt that his wife has not yet recovered from her 
coufinement, that his children are yet crying for bread, and 
that he is still not ashamed to solicit public charity to savd 
them from starving. 

There are other types of the shy, blunt-spoken beggar^ 
who affect almost to resent the charity they scdicit. These 
abound, as indeed do all street-beggars, chiefly ia the seveitit 
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mrmthB of winter. Ah long as one am remember, gangs of 
men bare perambulated the highways in the frosty months, 
but until recently they were iuvtiriably " ehantors," with a 
legend of coming " all the way from Mftnuhester." But song 
is eschewed iu modern times. It k foimd bettor to avoid uld- 
fashioned forms, and appear as men destitute and down-trod- 
den perhaps, but still with self-respect ramainmg in them. 
There is no occasion for them to give you a song for your 
money ; they are not called on to give a lengthy and humiliat- 
ing explanation as to how they came there ; you know all 
alwut it. You must have read in the newspapers, " that, 
owing to the many stoppages of public and private works, 
there are at the present time hundreds of able-bodied and 
deserving laboring men wandering the streets of London, 
driven to the hard necessity of be^og their bread." Well, 
these are of the number. Observe the mimistakable token 
of their having labored on a " public work," to wit, a railway- 
cutting, in the clay baked on their " ankle-jacks " and fustian 
trousers. Regard that able-bodied individual, the leader of 
the gang, with hia grimy great fiats and the snmt still on hie 
faoe, and for a moment doubt that be is a deserving laboring 
man. He is an engineer, -out of work since last Christmas, and 
ever since 80 hard up that he has been unable to spare a penny 
to buy soap with. If you don't believe it, ask him. But to 
this or any oibm dettul himself or his mates will not con- 
descend in a general vray. All that they do, is to spread 
across the street, and saunter along with their hands in their 
poekets, ^acnlating only, " Out of work ! " " Willin' to work, 
and got no work to do j " If you followed them all day, yoa 
would find no change in their method of operation, excepting 
the interval of an hour or so at midday spent in the tap-room 
of a pu,blio-houae. If you followed them after that, your 
st^M in all probability would be directed towards Keate Street, 
Spitaltields, or Mint Street in the Borough, iu both of which 
del^htful localities common lodging-houses abound ; and if 
you were bold enough to cross the threshold and descend in- 
to the kitchen, there you would discover the jolly crew sitting 
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round a table, and dividing the handsome spoil of the day, 
while thej drank *' long lasting to the frost " in glasses of 
neat rum. 

At the same time, I should be rexy norry fcnr the reader to 
misunderstand me, as wishing to oonrej to him the impres- 
sion that in every instance the gangs of man to be met witik 
in the streets in winter-time are vagrants and impostors. It 
is not difficult to imagine a company of hard-up poor fellows 
genuinely destitute ; mates, perhaps, on the same kind of 
work, resorting to this method of raicdng a shilling rathtf 
than apply at the workhouse for it. An out-o'-work navvy 
or a bricklayer would never think of going out to beg akme, 
whereas he would see no great amount of degradation in join^ 
ing a ** gang." He thus sinks his individuality, and beccMnes 
merely a representative item of a dep-essed brandi of iadu»- 
try. There can be no doubt that a sixpence given to such a 
man is well bestowed for the time bemg ; but it would bo 
much better, even though it cost many sixpences, if the la- 
borer were never permitted to adopt this method of supply^ 
ing his needs. In the majority of cases, it may be, the oat* 
o'-work man who resorted to the streets to b^ for money 
would, when trade improved, hurry back to work, and be 
heartily glad to forget to what misfortune had driven him ; 
but there are a very laige number of laborers who, at the 
best of times, can live but from hand to mouth as the saying 
is, and from whom it is desirable to keep secret how much 
easier money can be got by begging than working. To a 
man who has to drudge at the docks, for instance, for three- 
pence an hour, — and there are thousands in London who do 
so, — it is a dangerous experience for him to discover that as 
much may be made on an average by sauntering the ordinaiy 
length of a street., occasionally raising his hand to his cap. 
Or he may know beforehand, by rumor, what a capital day's 
work may he done at " cadging,'* and in bitter sweat of under- 
paid labor complain that he is worse off than a cadger. It is 
as well to provide against giving such a man an ezeuae £»r 
breaking the ioe. * . 
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There are, hovever, other impostors (imongst the begging 
fr-jit^rnity besides thoee who adopt the professioual dreiis of 
Ttigrancy, and impudently endeavor publicly to proclaim their 
sham distress and privation. The terrible condition of naiit 
into vrhich thousands of the working population of London 
were plunged the winter before last developed the "cadger" 
in question in a very remarkable degree. This peraonaye is 
not a demonatrativo t^eat. His oiiet«noe is due entirely to 
the growing belief in decent poverty, and in the convittion 
that in frosty " hard-up " times much more of real deatitiitioa 
is endured by those whose honest pride will not permit them 
to clamor of their wants, and so make them known. There 
can be no doubt biit that this is perfectly true, and, deispite 
all that horridly blunt philanthropists say to the tioutrarj, it 
ia a quality to bo nurtured rather than despised. As every- 
body knows, of late years it kan been nurtured to a very large 
extent At the East End of the town, in Poplar and Shad- 
well, where, owing to the sliickness in the trade pertaining to 
the building of shijis, poverty was specially prevalent, quite a 
small army of benevolently disposed private individuals were 
daily employed going from house to house, and by personal 
inqaiTj and inTeotigation applying the funds tX their diapoeal 
quietljr mm) delicately, uid to the host of their ability judi- 
ciaoaly. Tbere ma be no question t^t by these means a vast 
amotmt of good wm done, aod many a really deoent fuuilj 
proridsd witii a steal that otberwiM would have gone hnugry ; 
bidi aa aUimk^ penwntage of evil clung to the skirts of the 
good. It ia • ponlive &ot that in the meet squalid r^ions, 
— those, indeed, diat vtm most notorious for their poverty, 
— tba valnsftf honso-property incDensed oonuderably. The 
ooenpanta of iqmitments, who during the previous summer- 
time wwe unaUe to meet the weekly exactions of the col- 
\«Aat, now not only met current demands, but by BubstAUtial 
inetalmeata rapidly p&id up arreu^ of rent Landlords who 
for montiu past had been glad to take what they oould get, 
now beeaine ioeiorable, and would insist on one week being 
paid before the n^ waa due. They could afford to indulgs 
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in this arbitrary line of behavior towards their tenants. Rents 
were " going up " ; rooms that at ordinary times would realize 
not more than 2 «. or 2 «. 3 d. each, now were worth 5«. 6 cL 
Ragman's Alley and Squalor's Court and Great and Little 
Grime's Street were at a premium. They were localities 
famous in the newspapers. Everybody had read about them ; . 
everybody had heard the story of the appalling heart-rending 
misery that pervaded these celebrated f^aces. Day after day 
gentlefolks flocked thereto, and speedily following these visita- 
tions came tradesmen's porters bearing meat and bread and 
groceries. To be a Squalor's- Alleyite was to be a person with 
undoubted and indisputable claims on the public purse, and 
to be comfortably provided for. To be a denizen of Great 
Grime's Street was to reside in an almshouse more fi&tly en- 
dowed tlian the Printers' or the Drapers' or the Fishmongers'. 
It was impossible for such a paradise to exist without its 
fome being blown to the most distant and out-of-tfae^way 
nooks of the town. North, west, and south the cadgers and 
impostors heard of it, and enviously itched to participate in 
the good things. And no wonder ! Here was bread and 
meat and coals being furnished to all who asked for them, at 
the rate of twenty shillings' worth a week at the least ; nay, 
they were provided without even the asking for. It was im- 
necessary to cross the threshold of your door to look .after 
them, for those whose happy task it was to distribute the 
prizes came knocking, and in the tenderest' terms made ofifbr 
of their assistance. All that was needful was to secure a 
lodging in Ragman's Court or Little Grime's Street, and pay 
your rent regularly, and sit down and await the result. And 
lodgings were so securedt It is positively true that at the 
height of the " famine season " at the East End of London, 
when day after day saw the columns of the daily newspapers 
heavily laden with the announced subscriptions of the chari- 
table, hundreds of questionable characters, " workingmen " 
in appearance, quitted other parts of the metropolis, and 
cheerfully paid much more rent than they had been accus- 
tomed to pay, for the privilege of squatting down in the 
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midst of what wae loudly and iucessantly proclaimed to ho . 
" a colooy of helplesK oiit-o'-work.6, famine-stricken, (mit kept 
froni downright starvation only by the daily and hourly ef- 
forts of the elmritivble." 

This much might of course be expected of the profeeaed 
beggar and the cadger by education and breeding ; but it 
would be iutereating to team how many ahiftless ones — those 
aemi- vagabonds who labor under the delusion that they nro 
idle men only because work is denied them, and who are con- 
tinually engaged in the vague occupation of "looking for a 
job" — gave way before the great temptation, and became 
downright cadgers from that time. With encU folk the bai^ 
rier Ui be broken down is of the flimsiest texture, and, once 
overcome, it is difficult indeed to erect it again. Not sweeter 
to the induetrioua ia the bread of tlioir labor than to the idle 
and dissolute the loaf unearned, and the free gift of tobacco to 
bo smoked at ease in working-hours. It is terribly Imrd to 
struggle out of a slough of laainese in which a man bas kin 
for a length of time, with nothing to do hut open hia mouth 
and permit other people to feed him. It is extremely unlike- 
ly that auch a man wovdd make the Ktriit;^;lu nl.il^ there re- 
mained but half a ebanca of itis maintaining his oomfortabla 
position. Uaving grown so far used to the contamination of 
mire, he wouU be more likely to struggle a little deeper into it, 
if b« saw what he deemed his advantage in doing ao, and by 
a,wiA dagreea he would speedily be ingulfed in that hopelesa 
^og,xif oonfinsed b^igary &am which then is no return aav* 
tiOtm of tl>A piuoa ttaticiao. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

QSKTSEL ADTSRTIfflKCF BBGCFJLBr. 

The Nevrtpaper PUa and the Delicate Frooess.— Foraw of Betitiao.— 
Novel Applications of Photograph/. — Personal Attcactioaa of the 
Distressed. — Help, or I perish I 

Besides those I have .•numerated^ there* are aH least tmo 
other specimens <^ the beggar tribe that desenre mention. 
They are genteel impostors both. One arails himself of the 
advertising columns of the newspaper to apprise the b^ieTo- 
lent of his modest desires, while the other jNrefers the more 
private and delicate process insured by our modem peetai sys- 
tem. Both affect the " reduced gentleman," and displaj in 
their appeals an amount of artleesnesa and simple eoilSdence 
in the charity of their fellowHsreatures that trils umnietahably 
of their ample possession of that Christian virtue^ tdiile at 
the same time it conveys to the reader an idea of the adect 
and highly exclusive position they should [Hroperly oeenpy, 
and from which they have so disastrously descended. It is 
evident at a glance that they know nothing of the rougfa-tuid- 
ready ways of the world, or of its dose-fistednesB or prone- 
ness to suspicion. We know this, and pity them ; otherwise 
we might be inclined to dass them with those " cheeky " ones 
in whose praise the young gentleman before mentioned, of 
*' shallow " extraction, was so hearty, and to treat their impu- 
dent attempts as they deserve. But the touching simplicity 
of the unfortunate creatures at once disarms us of suspicion. 
For instance, who could refrain from immediately responding 
to the subjoined " petition," which is copied strictly from the 
original ) It was delivered through the post, and was attached 
as a fly-leaf to a card on which was affixed the portraits of 
six young children, each of whom had evidently been "got 
up " with extreme care, as regards hair-curling and arrange- 
ments of dress and ribbons, for the photographic process. 
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"Children to lavt. — Advertisement sent to a few taken 
from the London Directory. Tlie father of these British-bom 
Protestant childreu is an elderly gentleman, mined hy competi- 
tion iu business, and past beginning life itgain ; and the mother 
is in 0. very precarious state of health. To Reek ior adopters is 
against parental instinct ; and besides it might ultimately 
come to that, as by the time their schooling is over, fti ten or 
fifteen year«, they would m-Oet likely be orphans, and their 
willing adopters wotdd be quite welcome to it {eic). At pres- 
ent tlie father, in bis alarm for the fete of these creatures, 
seeks for soms that would pay, not to the father, but to good 
boarding-schools, for their clothing, keeping, and tuition, and 
after school-time to see that they should not want. Willing 
bcoefactora are therefore requested to state what they would 
feel inclined to do for each child, by one of the nunibera giv- 
en at foot, to ' Alphabet, till called for, at the Post-office, No. 
L Liverpool Street, Moorfielda, E, C,,' enclosing card or ad- 
dressed envelope to insure correct address, if a reply should 
be wished," 

Another method of applying the photographic art to the 
bolstering up of a apiirioiis l>eg!;ing pel it ion t^ikes a form oven 
mere oatrtgeoMS tlnn that whici* wns adopt«4 to exhibit tho 
pCTsm^ attraflti<nw dt the distressed «■ BritiBh-bom Pret- 
estant chtldrai. In (he wooad ease it is the portrait of a haad- 
UBM jouB^ Mj, agwl abont tirenty, with a pnrfmion of loVe- 
ij hair, awd an exprsMioa of ootinteiuuioe strikingly artlees 
' Bud e^itmtiiigi Aoeompanyiog the portiait was a note aa 
feHow«: — 

"S)!*!! Sis,. — I an aare, when you leant Sw cause, that 
yaa will pardon the liberty I take in addressing myself to 
jcMi. I am kopeUed to do eo, not only on aooount of your 
kziowB humanity, but beoauae I have seen yon and read in 
your Ibee that yoti will not turn a deaf ear to an appeal 
frankly and trustingly made to you. The feet tg, my dear 
air, I am abst^ntely in want of a sixpence to procure a meal. 
£ aiB the only child of a ihther whom miiforiune has reduced 
to a condition <^ abject b^igary. MoUier I have none. &ie 
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day I may have an opportunity of narrating to you the pecu- 
liar causes of our present embarrassment. I should feel it in- 
cumbent on me to-do so, were I so fortunate as to make you 
oiu* creditor for a small sum. Pray, spare me the pain of de- 
tailing more minutely the purport of this letter. 1 am aware 
of the boldness of the step I am taking, but the misery of 
my wretched father must jdead for me in excuse. I enclose 
my likeness (taken, alas, in happier times, though scarcely 
six months since), so that you may see that 1 am not a com- 
mon beggar. Should my appeal move your compassion to- 
wards me, will you kindly send a note addressed, Adelaide 
F. T., Post-office, % " 

The gentleman to whom the aboye artful concoction was 
addressed is well known for his philanthropy, and his name 
appears firequently in the newspapers. He is an elderly 
gentleman, and has grown-up sons and daughters, cmiseqnent- 
ly he was not a likely person to be trapped by the lovely 
Adelaide, who would ''feel it incumbent on her to seek out 
and personally thank her benefactor," in the event of his 
forwarding to her a pound or so. But it might have been 
different, if, instead of a plain-sailing shrewd man of the 
world, he had been a person afflicted with vanity. Here was 
this poor young handsome creature, who had seen him and 
read in his face that which induced her to make to him 
such a pitful avowal of her poverty, — her peculiar poverty I 
Why, the story of the " peculiar cause " that led to the sud- 
den downfall of such a family must be worth a pound to listen 
to ! Was it justifiable to dishonor the promise his face had 
assured to the poor young woman % These or similar reflec- 
tions might have betrayed the better judgment of a less ex- 
perienced person than Mr. L . As it was, the artful note 

served but to ponder over as one of the latest curiosities in 
the begging-letter line ; while as for the portrait, it furnished 
ample food for moralizing on how marvellously deceptive ap- 
pearances were, — especially female appearances. 

And if this were the end of the story, the good reader, 
with all his honest British inclination for giving the accused 
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the benefit of a doubts might be tempted to exclaim, ** And, 
after all, who knows but that the appeal to this known philan- 
thropist might have been genuine ? To ba sure, the shape it 
assumed was one that might weU excite the suspicion of an 
individual alive to the surpassing devemess and cunning of 
begging impostors ; but at the same time there was sufficient 
of probability in the application to protect it firom the stigma 
of impudent fraud." Such readers will be glad to hear that 
all doubts on the matter were set at rest, and in the following 
smgular, and for one party concerned somewhat unpleasant, 
manner. The portrait in question feU into the hands of a 

relative of Mr. L , a gentleman with a hard heart for 

begging impostors, and sturdy resolution to put them down 
and punish them whenever he encountered them. He was 
particularly set against mendicants of the genteel class, and 
was very severe in his strictures on the abominable cheat at- 
tempted by " Adelaide F. T." One afternoon, while walking 
along Oxford Street, lo, the original of the pictured culprit 
appeared before him, artlessly and innocently gazing into a 
linendraper's window, and accompanied by another lady. 
The resemblance between the first lady and the photograph 
was so striking as to place her identity beyond a doubt ; yet 
in order to make quite siu-e, our friend withdrew the latter 
from his pocket-book, and covertly compared it with the origi- 
naL It was as certain as that he had eyes in his head. 
There was the hair of golden hue massed behind and raised 
from the temples ; there was the straight nose, the small 
winning mouth, and the delicately rounded chin. The stern 
exposer of imposture however, was not to be moved to mercy 
by a pretty face ; his course of duty was plain before him, 
and stepping up to the lady, he addressed with undisguised 
severity, " Miss Adelaide T., I believe ? " " You are mistaken, 
sir." " Not at all, madam ; a friend of mine was lately 
favored with a letter froin you enclosing your likeness." It 
was scarcely to be wondered at, that an expression of terror 
took possession of the lady's face, though it was misinter- 
preted by the gentleman. Thinking that she was addressed 

9 M 
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by a drunken man or a maniac, the lady prudently retreated 
into the shop the window of which she had been regarding. 

More than ever convinced that he was not mistaken, L ^'s 

friend followed her ; and goodness knows what serious con- 
sequences might have ensued, had not the lady been a known 
customer of the draper as the daughter of a gentleman of 
wealth and station. This, of course, led to an explanation, 
and to the most earnest and humble apologies on the part <^ 
the pursuer of imposture. The photograph was produced, 
and undoubtedly it was a likeness of the lady. How it had 
got into the hands of the designing '' Adelaide F. T." no one 
could tell, but doubtless it was selected on account of its 
beauty and prepossessing artlessness. An endeavor was made 
to secure the cheats ; but from some cause or another they 

took alarm, and the decoy letter, addressed "Post-office, ^^ 

remained there until it was returned through the Dead-Letter 
Office. 

By the by, the idea of begging, " not for myself, but for 
another," is a dodge not confined to the epistolary impostor. 
In the neighborhood in which I reside, some little time since 
there made her appearance a very fine specimen of disinter- 
ested generosity of the kind in question, — a little old lady 
dressed in black, with kid gloves on her hands, and a cloak 
soberly trimmed with black crape. She knocked the knock 
of a person used to the genteel fingering of a knocker, and 
might she be permitted to speak with the lady of the house % 
It happened that, at that moment, the gentleman of the 
house was going out, and he, hearing the application, suggested 
that possibly he might do as well. Undoubtedly, though it 
was a trivial matter with which to occupy the attention of a 
gentleman. The simple fact was, that the little old lady was 
bound on a mission of charity for a poor soul recently left 
destitute with nine small children : her aim being the pur- 
chase of a mangle aud a few washing-tubs, that the widow 
might earn an honorable livelihood for her numerous brood. 
" I am too poor to supply her with all the money out of my 
own slender little purse," said the old lady, "but I have 
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^^ teMiy <)f bfaiTO, and I think that you win agree with me, 
ifer^^ oaimot te employed more worthily. I do not ask for 
waj laitgd Bom on the poor ereatnre^s behalf; I only ask one 
iIb^ penny. I wiD. not take more than a penny. I put the 
-yiuaoe in tMs Httle bag, you see, and by perseverance I trust 
Vbak liAaU aoon accomplish my aioL" As the little old lady 
B^eke, she cheerftiUy produced from the folds of her cloak a 
fijtcmt linen bag heavy with copper money, and containing, I 
flheuld say, at least twelve shillings. The little old lady's 
sfioumcr was plausible and iimooth, and well calculated to im- 
poae on the *' lady of the house *' nine times out of ten. But 
^ifortanately f(»r her it had been my lot to make the acquaint- 
iiaoe of many strange little old ladies as well as of gentlemen, 
'ioid I had my suspicions. I closed the outer door and con- 
ftonted hw on the mat. ^'I beg your pardon, but have we 
lint met bef<»ie1 " I asked her. She looked up suddenly and 
sharply, with no little alarm on her wizened old face. '^ J — 
•l\hink not, sLr," she Altered. ** Do you happen to know a . 
leiifilemaa named Horsford 1" was my next inquiry. The lit- 
^ old lady looked still more embarrassed. " I did not come 
here to discuss my own affairs, sir," said she with a sorry af- 
fectation of indignation, "nor to answer questions that bear 
no relation to my charitable object. I wish you a good-morn- 
ing, sir ! " And with that she opened the door, and let her- 
self out ; and, descending the steps quickly, trotted up the 
street with guilty speed, and turned the comer, and was out 
ai sight before I could make up my mind what to do with 
her. 

Of advertising beggars there is a large variety. A great 
many of them breathe a pious spirit, or rather gasp ; for it 
is seldom that these distressed ones muster coiu^age to cry out 
until they have endured their distress even to death's door. 
Not unfrequently the headings or " catch-lines " of these 
printed appeals are culled from the Bible. Here is oue, for 
example : — 

" ' Help, or I perish ! ' — The advertiser (in his sixty- 
seventh birthday) was once blessed with a handsome fortune. 
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Drink — he confesses it — has been the cause of his rain. 
He still drinks ; not now for pleasure and in luxury, but to 
beniunb the gnawing of an aroused conscience. Unless this 
horrid propensity is checked, the advertiser feels that he must 
perish body and soul ! Who will save him 9 He has twc 
sons in Canada, who are striving men and total abstainers, 
and who would receive him with open arms, could he but 
raise money enough to piu*chase some poor outfit, and to pay 
for the voyage. — Address X., Prescott Street, WhitechapeL" 

One cannot help reflecting, that, before contributing to- 
wards a fund to assist the emigration of the aged toper, — 
who appears only to have awoke to a sense of his abasement 
now that he is stinted of his gin, — he would like to have the 
opinion of those striving men, his sons, the total abstainers in 
Canada. Possibly they would prefer to honor him at a dis- 
tance. According to the ingenious old gentleman's own show- 
ing, he only regards his sons as possible props to keep him 
out of a drunkard's grave ; and if, fettered under the weight 
imposed on them, they sank with their father into the same 
dishonorable sepulchre, it would tmn out to be money deci- 
dedly ill invested. All this supposing the appeal to be genuine, 
which in all probability it is not. Were it investigated, the 
only truthful bit in the appeal would very likely be found to 
consist in the three words, " he still drinks." 

Here is another of more recent date, in the emigraticHi 
line : — 

" A lady has an opportunity of going to America, where 
she could obtain a good situation as governess, but has not 
the means of procuring an outfit. She would be very thank- 
ful to any one who would lend her £10, which she would 
promise to return with interest at the end of the year." 

This is cool, but almost feverish compared with the an- 
nexed : — 

" * Money without Security ! ' — Doubtless these mocking 
words have struck many readers besides the advertiser. In 
his desperate situation he has often put to himself the ques- 
tion, Is there to be found in this cruel world a good Samaritan 



- NOFiBSIDKAL 'BIQ0AB8. ItT 

«te voilM ixmte OB 4 lMlQrw-€reat«e a boon 80 p Is 

• Aera one who^ b lotood with ineaiifl^ oml find delight in raising 
dkom the BLoug^ of despond a poor wretch stranded on tiie 
-^oak <tf the Uaok riTCr of despair % Is there one who will 
jMeonnt it cheap l^ lending ten pounds, for three months, at 
.iw«Dtj4v8 per cent interost^ to -elevate to manly altitude a 
InimatL sraatise wfao^ ftnr want of such a som, is groaning m 
'4he dust \ If so^ kt him send a Beam of Sunshine to G. S. 

'' iSL) No. 17 Modd Lodgmg-Housesy ^^ 

-: One sannot but ask the question. Is G. S. R. a madman, or 
^UEu^ an idiots who can regard it as a ^'joke" to waste five 
lAifimgs txt the priyikge of sedng so man j lines of empty 
ToblMdi in print 1 Or, .again, are there really any grounds ^ 
tky% shSlkig's wmi^ for supposing tiiat amoi^st tiie fifty ihou- 
sand readers of a daily newspaper one may be met with silly 
er eocentrie oar whimsioa! enough to entertain G. S. R*'s i»x>p- 
.tMBtion f It is hard to belieye in such a possibility. StiQ, 
tiuro ors- strange peofde in the world ; every day furnishes 
osvidenoeof tiiis&ot. Not more than a month ago it came to 
light that an old lady remding at Clapham has for years past 
been in the habit of paying an organ-grinder thirty shillings 
a week — a half-sovereign on the evening of every Tuesday, 
Thiu«day, and Saturday — to come and play for half an hour 
tmder her window. Supposing a rupture between the lady 
and her musician, and she had put an advertisement in the 
Times, — "A lady, a resident in a quiet subiurb, is desirous of 
engaging with an organ-grinder. Terms of service, three 
half-hoxuia per week, £ 75 a year," — who would have regarded 
it but as a siUy joke 1 

Here is another begging advertisement of the simple and 
affecting type : — 

"A Widow's Only Comfort. — The advertiser begs the 
kind assistance of the kind-hearted and benevolent to rescue 
her piano-forte fi^om the hands of the broker. It is but a poor 
old affair (valued only at £ 12), but it has been her only con- 
solation and solace since the death of a darling only daughter, 
whose instrument it was, and it would break her heart to 
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part with it. Its music and her prayers should combine to 
thank any one who was generous enough to restore it to her. 
Address , Colebrook Row." 

One more instance, and we will have done with the adver- 
tising beggar : — 

**To THE Aged and Unprotected. — A young man, aged 
twenty-two, well built, good-looking, and of a frank and affec- 
tionate disposition, is desirous of acting the part of a son to- 
wards any aged person or persons who would regard his com- 
panionship and constant devotion as an equivalent for his 
maintenance and clothes and support generally. The parents 
of the advertiser are both dead, and he has not a relative in 
the wide world. Affluence is not aimed at, no more than that 
degree of comfort that moderate means insure. Address 0. 
D., ." 

Although it is difficult without a struggle to feel an interest 
in this young gentleman's welfare, we cannot help feeling curi- 
ous to know what success his advertisement brought him. Is 
he still a forlorn orphan, wasting his many virtues and mianly 
attributes on a world that to him is a wilderness ; or has he 
happily succeeded in captivating " some aged person or per- 
sons," and is he at the present time acting the part of a son 
towards them, and growing sleek and fat " on that degree of 
comfort that moderate means insure " ? Were his initials J. 
D. instead of 0. D., we might imagine that it was our ancient 
friend Jeremiah Diddler turned up once morfe. 0. D. stands 
for Old Diddler, but Jeremiah the ancient must be aged con- 
siderably more than twenty-two. We may rest assured, how- 
ever, that the advertiser is an offshoot of that venerable 
family. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THIS 0UB8B. 

> 

^Thti Bifficnl^ M lumdlipg it — The Qnestioii of its Beoognition. «» 
^ 'The Aigyll Booms. — Mr. Acton's Visit tliere. — The Women and 
'-tMrBUsons.-— Ths Floating Fopnlatioi^ of Windmill Stieet — 
Cremorne Gardens in the Season. 

[ . The only ezplanation that can be offered to ther supersen- 
jSttiye readeTi who will doubtless experience a shock of alarm 
^ disooYering this page's headmg, is, that it would be simply 
^poflsible to treat with any pretension to completeness of 
,the curses of London without including it. 

Doubtless it is a curse, the mere mention of which, let 
.alone its investigation, the delicate-minded naturally shrinks 
from. But it is a matter for congratulation, perhaps, that we 
are not all so delicate-minded. Cowardice is not unfrequently 
mistaken for daintiness of nature. It is so with the subject 
in question. It is not a pleasant subject, — very far from it ; 
but that is not a sufficient excuse for letting it alone. We 
should never forget that it is our distaste for meddling with 
imsavory business that does not immediately and personally 
concern us that is the evil-doers' armor of impunity. The 
monstrous evil in question has grown to its present dimensions 
chiefly because we have silently borne with it and let it grow 
up in all its lusty rankness under our noses ; and. rather than 
pluck it up by the roots, rather than acknowledge its existence 
even, have turned away our heads and inclined our eyes sky- 
ward and thanked God for the many mercies conferred on 
us. 
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And here the writer hastens to confess, not without a ting- 
ling sense of cowardice too, perhaps, that it is not his inten- 
tion to expose this terrible canker that preys on the heart and 
yitals of society in all its plain and bare repiilsiveness. Un- 
doubtedly it is better at all times to conceal from the public 
gaze as much as may be safely hid of the blotches and plague- 
spots that afflict the social body ; but if to hide them, and 
cast white cloths over them, and sprinkle them with rose- 
water, answers no other purpose (beyond conciliating the 
squeamish) than to encourage festering and decay, why, then 
it becomes a pity that the whole foul matter may not be 
brought fairly to board, to be dealt with according to the best 
of om* sanitary knowledge. 

The saving, as well as the chastening, hand of the law 
should be held out to the countless host that constitute what 
is acknowledged as emphatically the social evil It has been 
urged, that, " to take this species of vice under legal regula- 
tion is to give it, in the public eye, a species of legal sanc- 
tion." Ministers from the pulpit have preached that " it can 
never be right to regulate what it is wrong to do and wrong to 
tolerate. To license immorality is to protect and encourage 
it. Individuals and houses which have a place on the public 
registers natiu-ally regard themselves, and are regarded by 
others, as being under the law's guardianship and authority, 
— not, as they ought to be, under its ban and repression." 

Against this grim and essentially unchristian doctrine let 
us set the argument of a learned and brilliant writer, who 
some years since was courageous enough to shed a little whole- 
some light on this ugly subject, from the pages of a popular 
magazine. 

" It is urged that the * tacit sanction ' given to vice, by 
such a recognition of prostitution as would be involved in a 
system of supervision, registration, or license, would be a 
greater evil than all the maladies (moral and physical) which 
now flow from its unchecked prevalence. But let it be con- 
sidered that by ignoring we do not abolish it, we do not even 
conceal it ; it speaks aloud ; it walks abroad ; it k a vice as 
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mi and as well known aa drunkenncBS ; it is already 
'tacitly sanctioned' by the mere fact of its permitted, or con- 
nived at, existence ; by the very circumHtance which Ktai-ea ns 
in the face, that the legiHlfl-tive and esecutive authorities, see- 
. ing it, deploring it, yet confess by their uiaction their inability 
. to check it, and their nnwillingneas to prohibit it, and vir- 

tnally say to the nnfortunato prostitutes and their frequenters : 

^^L 'As long as yon create no pnblic Bcandal, but throw a decent 
^^K^ veil over your proceedings, wo shall not interfere with you, 
^^K, but shall regard you as an inevitable evil.' By an attempt to 
^^Efk . regulate and control them, the authorities would confess noth- 
^Ky-' >^g more than they ah'eody in act acknowledge, viz. their 
^H . desire to mitigate an evil which they have discovered their in- 
competency to suppress. By prohibiting the practice of pros- 
titution under certain condition!, they do not legalize or au- 
thorize it under all other conditions ; they simply announce 
, that, under then certain condilianf, they feel called Upon 

(promptly to interfere. The legislature does not forbid drunken- 
nesB, knowing that it would be futile to do so : but if a man, 
■when drunk, is disorderly, pugnacious, or indecent, or in other 
mode compromises public comfort or public morals, it steps 
forward to arrest and punish him ; yet sujely by no &ir use of 
words can it be represented as thereby sanctioning drunken- 
. nesa when unaccompanied by indecorous or riotous behavior, 
for it merely declares that in the one case interference falls 
within its fiinctions, and that in the other case it does not." 
^^— No living writer, however, dare bring the subject before the 
^^^, public as it should he brought. A penmou holder than his 
^^E brethren lias but to raise the curtain that conceals the thou- 
^^F sand-and-one aliominations that find growth in this magnifi- 
^^L cent city of ours but an inch higher than "decorum" per- 
^^V mits, than the eyes of outraged modesty immediately take 
^^M refuge behind her pocket-handkerchief, and society at large ia 
^^B aghast at the man's audacity, not to say "indecency." Warned 
^K by the fate of such daring ones, thcrefoi-e, it shall be the writer's 
^^K.care to avoid all startling revelations, and the paintiijg of pio- 
^^K - turesL in their r^l colors, a&d to c<m£ne himself to plain black- 
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and-white inoffensiye enumerations and descripttonb, })lacaig 
the plain facts and figures before the reader, that he may deal 
with them according to his conscience. 

It should incline us to a merciful consideration of the fiJlen 
woman when we reflect on the monotony of misery her ex- 
istence is. She is to herself vile, and she has no other re- 
source but to flee to the gin-measure, and therein hide her- 
self from herself. She has no pleasure even. Never was 
there made a grimmer joke than that which designates her life 
a short and merry one. True, she is foimd at places where 
amusement and wild, reckless gayety are sought; but does she 
ever appear amtised, or, while she remains sober, recklessly 
gay 1 I am not now alluding to the low prostitute, the ooui- 
scienceless wretch who wallows in vice and mire and strong 
liquor in a back street of Chadwell, but to the woman of S(Hnd 
breeding and delicacy, the "well-dressed" creature, in fact, 
who does not habitually " walk the streets," but betakes hav 
self to places of popular resort for persons of a " fast " turn, 
and who have money, and are desirous of expending some <^ 
it in "seeing life." Such a woman would be a frequent 
visitant at the Argyll Rooms, for instance ; let us turn to Mr. 
Acton, and see how vastly she enjoys herself there. 

" The most striking thing to me about the place was an 
upper gallery fringed with this sort of company. A sprink- 
ling of each class seemed to be there by assignation, and with 
no idea of seeking acquaintances. A number of both sexes, 
again, were evidently visitors for distraction's sake alone ; the 
rest were to all intents and purposes in quest of intrigues. 

"The utter indifference of the stylish loungers in these 
shambles contrasted painfully with the anxious cotmtenanoes 
of the many unnoticed women whom the improved manners 
of the time by no means permit to make advances. I noticed 
some very sad eyes, that gave the lie to laughing lips, as they 
wandered round in search of some familiar face in hope of 
friendly greeting. There was the sly triumph of here and 
there a vixenish hoyden with her leash of patrons about her, 
«id the same envy, haitr^ and maliee of the negkctod ^<i>M- 
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that Bome have thought they brw in every-day society. 
The glory of the aacendant harlot was no plainer tlian the 
disconiStiire of her sister out of luck, whonj want of elbow- 
room and excitement threw back upon her vacant self. The 
affectation of reserve and gentility that pervaded the pena of 
that upper region seemed to me but to lay more bare the 
skeleton ; and I thought, as I circulated among the promis- 
jBuons herd to groundlings, that the siipenny balcony would 
Abetter serve to point a moral than the somewhat more 
natural, and at all events far more hilarious, throng about 
me. As far as regarded public order, it seemed an admirable 
arraugemetit ; to the proprietor of the rooms, profitable ; of 
most of its cribbed and cabined occupants, a voluntary martj-r- 
dom ; in all of them, in making more plain their folly and 
misfortunes, a mistake. 

"The great mass of the general company were on that oc- 
casion males, — -young, middle-aged, and old, married and sin- 
gle, of every shade of rank and respectability ; and of these 
again the majority seemed to ha,ve no other aim than to kill 
an hour or two in ])hilosophizing, staring at one another and 
Jiie women about them, and listening to good nmsic, without 
* thought of dancing or intention of ultimate dissipation. A 
'fcw had come with companions of our ses to dance, and many 
li&d paid their shillings on speculation only. Some pretty 
griaettes had been brought hy their lovers to be seen and to 
see ; and once or twice I thought I saw ' a sunbeam that had 
lost its way,' where a modest young girl was being paraded hy 

foolish swain, or indoctrinated into the charms of town by a 
igning scamp. There were plenty of dancers, and the cas- 
ual polka was often enough, by mutual consent, the beginning 
Uid end of the acquaintance. There was little appearance of 
refreshment or solicitation, and none whatever of ill hohaviw 
or drunkenness. It was clear that two rills of population hod 
met in Windmill Street, ^ one idle and vicious by profession 
or inclination, the other idle for a few hours on compulsion. 
Between them there was little amalgamation. A few dozen 
OBiqileB (tf the ferm^, had there been no ca,Biuo, would have 
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concocted their amours in the thoroughfares; the crowd who 
formed the other seemed to seek the place with no definite 
views beyond Ught musjc and shelter. Many, whose thorough 
British gravity was proof against more than aU the meretri- 
ciousness of the assembly, would, I fancy, have been there 
had it been confined to males only. I am convinced they 
were open to neither flirtation nor temptation, and I know 
enough of my countrymen's general taste to affirm that they 
ran little hazard of the latter." 

Again, Cremome Gardens " in the season " would seem a 
likely place to seek the siren devoted to a life mirthful though 
brief. Let us again accompany Mr. Acton. 

" As calico and merry respectability tailed off eastward by 
penny steamers, the setting sun brought westward hansoms 
freighted with demure inmiorality in silk and fine linen. By 
about ten o'clock age and innocence — of whom there had 
been much in the place that day — had retired, weary of 
amusement, leaving the massive elms, the grass-plots, and the 
geranium-beds, the kiosks, temples, 'monster platforms,' and 
* crystal circle ' of Cremome to flicker in the thousand gas- 
lights there for the gratification of the dancing public only. 
On and around that platform waltzed, strolled, and fed some 
thousand souls, perhaps seven hundred of them men of the 
upper and middle class, the remainder prostitutes more or less 
prononcees, I suppose that a hundred couples — partly old 
acquaintances, part improvised — were engaged in dancing 
and other amusements, and the rest of the society, myself in- 
cluded, circulated listlessly about the garden, and enjoyed in 
a grim kind of way the 'selection' from some favorite opera 
and the cool night-breeze from the river. 

" The extent of disillusion he has purchased in this world 
comes forcibly home to the middle-aged man who in such a 
scene attempts to fathom former faith and ancient joys, and 
perhaps even vainly to fancy he might by some possibility be- 
gin again. I saw scores, nay, hundreds, about me in the same 
position as myself. We were there, and some of us, I feel 
sure, hardly knew why ; b^t being there, and it being obvi- 



OaAy impouaible to enjoy the place after the mrmner of youra, 
it was necessary, I suppose, to chew the cud of sweet and Kt-' 
ter fanoies ; and then so little pleasure came, that the Britan- 
nic solidity waxed solidor than ever even in a garden full of 
moBtc and ditnuiug, and so an almost mute proccasion, not oi 
joyous revellers, but thoughtful, careworn men and women, 
paced round and round the platform as ou a horizontal tread- 
mill. There was now aod then a hare recognition bet^reeo 
paBsers-by ; they seemed to touch and go like anta ui the hur- 
ry of business. I do not imagine for a moment they conld 
have been aware that a self-appointed inspector was among 
them ; but, had they known it never so well, the intercoOrBO 
of the Bes:ea could hardly have been more reserved, — cu a 
ffmeral ruU, be it always understood. For my part I waa oc- 
cupied, when the first chill of change waa shaken otf, in q^uest 
of noise, disorder, debauchery, and bad manners. HopoleM 
task I The picnic at BiuTiham Beeches, that showed no mon 
Iffe and merriment than Cremome on the night and tims 
above mentioned, would be a fiiilure indeed, unless the OCOB- 
pany were antiquarians or undertakers. A jolly burst «rf 
lan^ter now and then came hounding through the crowd that 
.fringed the dancing-floor and roved about the adjacent sheds 
ia eearch of company; but that gone by, you heard very 
l^ainly the sigh of the poplar, the surging gossip of the tulip- 
tree, and the plash of the little embowered fountain that 
Bervod two plaster children for an endless Bhowei>bath. The 
fonctioa of the vet^ band appeared to be to drown, not noise, 
but BtiUneBS." 
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THE PLAIN FACTS AND FIGURES OP PBOSTITUTION. 
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iff. ~ The Horrors of the Social Evil. — The Broken Bridge behind tha 
Sinner. — " Dress Lodgers." — There 's always a " Watcher." — Sol- 
diers and Sailors. — The " Wrens of the Curragh.' 
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Let us in the first place consider the extent to which the 
terrible malady in question afflicts us. I am not aware if 
more recent returns have been made than those I have at 
hand. Were it possible to obtain exact statistics of this as of 
almost every other branch of social economy, I should have 
been at the trouble of inquiring for them further than I have ; 
but I find that the calculations made differ so widely one &om 
the other, and are, as a whole, so irreconcilable with probabil- 
ity, that it will be better to take an authentic return, albeit 
ten years old, and make allowance for time since. The Met- 
ropolitan-Police authorities are responsible for the accompany- 
ing figures. 

It appears that at the date above indicated there wtere 
within the Metropolitan-Police district the enormous number 
of eight thousand six hundred prostitutes, and they were dis- 
tributed as follows : — 

MStfXutB, ROMHinS. 

Within the districts of Westminster, Brompton, and 

Pimlico, there are 153 524 

St. James, Regent Street, Soho, Leicester Square . 152 318 

Marylebonc, Paddington, St John's Wood . . . 139 526 
Oxford Street, Portland Place, New Boad, Gray's 

Inn Lane 194 546 

Covent Garden, Dniry Lane, St. Giles's .... 45 480 

Clerkenwcll, Pentonville, City Road, Shoreditch . 152 349 

Spitalfields, Houndsditch, Whitechapel, Ratcliff . . 471 1803 

Bethnal Green, Mile End, Shadwell to Blackwall . 419 965 

Lambeth, Blackfriars, Waterloo Boad 377 803 
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BrethFlt. ProBilTUH. 

Bonthwark, Bcrmondscy, Roiherhilhe 178 607 

Islington, Hacknej', Humcrton les 445 

Caniberwell, Walivorth, Peckham OS 228 

Depcford nod Greenwich 148 40l 

Kilbnm, Portinnd, Kentish, and Camden Towna . 88 231 

Kensington, Huiiinierimitb, Fulha.ni 12 ]os 

Walliam Green, Chelsea, Crcmorne 47 209 

Without entering iuto repulsive detail, I w'lJl endeavor to 
give the reader some idea of the different methods under 
which the nefarious business is conducted. The " houses of 
ill-fame" differ as widely in the extent and quality of their 
dealings as the houses of honesty and fair commerce. There 
are houses of " ill-fame " in the moat fashionable quarters of 
the town, just as there are in Wappiug, — houses that are let 
and Bub-let until they reach a, rental as high as three and four 
hundred pounds a year. It is not in those aristocratic dena 
of infamy, however, that womea Bufi'er most ; none but the 
moat costly wares are on sale at suuh establishmentB, and it is 
to the interest of the hucksters who traffic in them to deal 
with them delicately as circumstances will permit, to humor 
and coax and caress them as pet animals are coaxed and hu- 
mored. Nor would the creatures themselves tolerate any- 
thing in the shape of brutal treatment at the hands of those 
who harbor them. They " know their value," and as a rule 
are exacting, imperious, and insolent towards their " land- 
lords," Unlike their sister unfortunates lower sunk in iniqui- 
ty, they would experience no difficulty in procuring new 
"lodgings," The doors of a hundred cstablishmeots such as 
that she now honors with residence are open to her. With a 
handsome face and a full purse, the whole of the devilish 
crew of brothel-keepers are her slaves, her fawning, cringing 
slaves, ready to lick the dust from her shoes, so that she 
pays regularly her rent of ten guineas a week, and fails not 
to induce her "friends" to drink champaguo at a guinea a 
bottle. 

Possibly the gay lady may come to the " bitter end " some 
ibf, twt M {reaeat, except from the uoial point of Yiev, she 
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is not an object for commiseration. She at least has all that 
she deliberately bargains for, — fine clothes, rich food, plenty 
of money, a carriage to ride in, the slaye-like obedience of her 
" inferiors," and the fulsome adulation of those who deal with 
her for her worth. Very often (though under the circumstan- 
ces it is doubtful if from any aspect this is an adyantage) she 
finds a fool with money who is willing to marry her; but 
whether she is content to accept the decent change, and to 
abide by it, of course depends on her natiure. Whether her 
husband adheres to his rash bargain is a question that time 
only can solve. He at least, if he be a vicious man as well 
as a fool, may argue that she will be little the worse than 
when he found her if he leaves her ; while possibly she may 
gather consolation from the same method of argument. 

Any way, she has a long way to descend before she may be 
branded as " common." At present she is not even included 
in the police-returns. Any blue-coated guardian of the peace, 
in humble hope of earning a sixpence, would be only too eager 
to touch his hat to her and open her carriage-door to-morrow, 
and that even at the door of her genteel residence, which is 
in a neighborhood much too respectable to permit it to be 
stigmatized as a " brothel." 

The police-report just quoted specifies that the eight thou- 
sand six hundred prostitutes infesting the metropolis include 
nine hundred and twenty-one well dressed and living in houses 
of ill-fame. This on the face of it, however, is significant of 
how very little the police really know of the matter they ven- 
ture to report on. The women here alluded to are of the un- 
obtrusive and orderly sort, the mainstay of whose occupation 
is to pass as respectable persons. They would be the last to 
resort for permanent lodging at houses whose fame was so ill 
that the greenest policeman on beat could point them out. 
It is altogether too hard to fasten the imputation of infamous 
on the holders of the houses in which this class of unfortu- 
nate seeks lodging. In very many cases the women are actu- 
ated by a twofold reason in gaining admission to the house of 
a householder who does not suspect her real character. . In 



:::-.-;:: tiUMW- womw. -■;- . 80» 

"1k4xist^.-\immf «d «b alnady rtated^ die widM to pMB in 
iiift^ittiDtodiiKtoneig^bborik^ and in the next 

.jhee A6 set vaiifttimltyeedai to evade payment of tiie mon- 
■tiimair 4w£ii Tito of rant that the common brothel-keeper 
.votaldmipoee ctt her. MoreofBr, the peooliar farandi of the 
.teixihle haflinflM ahe eaeays prospera under such management, 
#bera it wonld not if it were otherwifie ootiduoted. Ai a 
body, the women in qneation most be regarded as human 
c te atorae who hare not gone aUoffMer to the bad; and 
ihoiigh m grim troth it may be in the highest degree absurd 
Ibr ai^ one to oast herself deliberatelj into a sea of abominar 
410% asd then to afieot a mincing manner of aeriousnessi 
ma^ aEowanoe abonld be made for the possibility that the 
&tal leap was not taken with ood forethought, or that the 
. wging to it was due to some devilidi genius whom there waa 
-m resisting. Anyhow, it would be hard on them, poor 
.pietdiea I to eompel them to give up their endeavora to oon- 
4Mal their degradation if, apart from meroenary motives, they 
■w heartily desirom of oooacealing it. 
' ^*A vast proportion of Hioee who, alter passing throu^ the 
career of kept mistresses, ultimately oome upon the town, 
fall in the first instance from a mere exaggeration and perver- 
sion of one of the best qualities of a woman's heart They 
yield to desires in which they do not share, from a weak 
generosity which cannot refuse anything to the passionate en- 
l^aties of the man they love. There is in the warm fond 
heart of woman a strange and sublime unselfishness, which 
men too commonly discover only to profit by, — a positive 
love of selfnsacrifice, an active, so to speak, an aggressive de- 
sire to show their affection by giving up to those who have 
won it something they hold very^ dear. It is an unreasoning 
and dangerous yearning of the spirit, precisely analogous to 
that which prompts the surrenders and self-tortxu'es of the re- 
ligious devotee. Both seek to prove their devotion to the 
idol they have enshrined, by casting down before his altar 
their richest and most cherished treasures. This is no roman- 
tic . or over-colored picture ; those who deem it so have not 

N 
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known the better portion of the sex, or do not deflerve to 
have known them." 

It would soften the hearts of many, and hold the hands of 
those who would break down the bridge behind the sinner, 
could they know the awful misery that frequently attends the 
life of a fallen woman. The nine hundred and twenty-one 
questionably quoted as " well dressed, and living in houses of 
ill-fame," do not at all represent the horrors of the social evil 
in all its ghastly integrity. Such women are at least free to 
a certain extent to act as they please. No restriction is set 
on their movements ; they may remain at home or go abroad, 
dress as they please, and expend their miserable gains accord- 
ing to their fancy. But they have sisters in misfortune to 
whom the smallest of these privileges is denied. They are to 
be foimd amongst the unhappy two thousand two hundred 
and sixteen who are described as " well dressed, and walking 
I the streets." Unlike the gay lady, who makes her downy 
' nest in the topmost branches of the deadly upas-tree, and is 
altogether above suspicion or vtdgar reproach, this poor 
wretch is without a single possession in the wide world. She 
is but one of a thousand walking the streets of London, the 
most cruelly used and oppressed of all the great family to 
which they own relationship. They are bound hand and foot 
to the harpies who are their keepers. They are infinitely 
worse off than the female slaves on a nigger-plantation, for 
they at least may claim as their own the rags they wear, as 
well as a share of the miserable hut common to the gang 
after working-hours. But these slaves of the London pave- 
ment may boast of neither soul nor body, nor the gaudy 
skirts and laces and ribbons with which they are festooned. 
They belong utterly and entirely to the devil in human shape 
who owns the den that the wretched harlot learns to call her 
"home." You would never dream of the deplorable depth 
of her destitution, if you met her in her gay attire. Splendid 
from her tasselled boots to the full-blown and flowery hat or 
bonnet that crowns her guilty head, she is absolutely poorer 
. than the meanest' beggar that ever whined for a crust. 
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These women are known as " draaB lodgers." They are 
wretches who somehow or another are reduced to the 
rest depths of destitution. Sometimes illness is the cause. 
Sometimes, if a girl gets into a bad house, and is as yet too 
new to the horrible business to conform without remonstrance 
to the scandalous extortions practised by the brothel-keeper, 
she is " broken down and brought to it " by design and schem- 
ing, A girl not long since confided to a clergyman friend of 
mine the following shocking story. Rendered desperate by 
the threats of the wretch who owned her, she applied to him 
for advice. " I was bad enough before, I don't deny it ; but 
I was n't a thief. I had n't been used to their ways for more 
than a month, and had a good box of clothes and a silver watch 
»Bd gold chain, when I went to lodge there, and it was all 
well while I spent my money like a fool, bought gin, and 
ed 'em all round ; but when I would n't stand it any loug- 
% and told her (the brothel-keeper) plain that I would pay 
her the rent and no more (nine shillings a week for a small 
back room), she swore that she 'd break me down, and ' bring 
mo to her weight.' I did n't know that at the time ; 1 did n't 
hear of it till afterwards. She was fair enough to my face, 
and beg^d me not to leave her, flattering me and telling 
me she would be ruined when her elastomers found out that 
the prettiest woman had left her. That 'a how she quieted 
me, till one day, when I came home, she accused me of rob- 
bing a gentleman the night before of a diamond shirt-pin, 
and there was a fellow there who said ho was a ' detective,' 
and though my box was locked he had opened it before I 
came home, and swore that ho had found the pin, which he 
showed me. It was all a lie, I had been with a gentleman 
the night before, but he wore a scarf with a ring to it ; that 
I could swear to. But it was no use saying anything ; I was 
the thief, they said, and I was to be taken into custody. 
What was I to do ! I begged of the detective not to take 

m.B ; I implored Mother H to interccdo for me, and she 

pretended to. She went into another room with the detec- 
tive, aad then she came back and told me that the man 
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would take ten pounds down to hush it up. I 've 6ee& that 
man since ; he is a ' bully ' at a bad-house in the Waterloo 
Road, but I truly believed that he was a private-clothes police- 
man, OS he said he was. Of course I did n^t have ten pounds, 

nor ten shillings hardly ; but Mother H said that t^ 

would lend the money * on security ' ; and I made over to her, 

— sold to her, in fact, — in writing, every scrap of clothes 
that I had in my box and on my back. ' Let 's have them too, 

Meg,* Mother H said, * and then you *re safe not to run 

away.' I made over to her the box as well, and my watch, and 
gave her an I U besides for five pounds, and then she 
* squared ' it with the detective, and he went off. 

" That 's how I came to be a ' dress lodger.* She did n't 
wait long before she opened her mind to me. She up and 
told me that very night : * You 've got a new landlady now, 
my fine madam,' said she ; * you 've got to toork for your liv- 
ing now ; to work for me, d'ye understand 1 You can't work 

— can't earn a penny without you dress spicy, and every rag 
you 've got on is mine; and if you say one wry word, 1 11 have 
'em off and bundle you out.' So what could I do or say % " 
continued the poor wretch, tears streaming down her reaUy 
handsome face ; " all the girls there were * dress lodgers,' and 
I believe that they were glad to see me brought to their level. 

They only laughed to hear Mother H go on so. I 've been 

a * dress lodger ' ever since, not being able to get a shilling 
for myself, for she takes away all I get, and besides is always 
threatening to strip me and turn me out, and to sue me fcwr 
the five pounds I owe her." 

My informant asked her, "How does she exercise this 
amount of control over you 1 She is not always with you ; 
you leave her house to walk the streets, I suppose 1 " 

" So I do, but not alone. Dress lodgers are never allowed 
to do that, sir. I have n't been one long, but long enough to 
find that out. There 's always a * watcher.' Sometimes it 's a 
woman, — an old woman, who is n't fit for anything else, — but 
in general it 's a man. He watches you always, walking be- 
hind you, or on the opposite side of the way. He never loses 
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jjg!hMl.f7i«a, iiew &»» Too itrntft to nmeh m go into % 
ipiriilioifliir a dnia<if gn but ho is in after you in & minute^ 
Md arasfe IttrT* fait i^MB toO| though he is n't allowed to do it; 
-*r:to:liftfetlie gin, I meui; and fou ain^ allowed it either. 
Mi advop^ if the old woman knows it You're supposed to 
ymlk. ahoot and look' for jonr liTio^ and the watcher is sup- 
yptad to see thai you do do it, — to take care that you look 
ahirp^ aady above all, that you don't take oustomertt anywhere 
trutAomi. And what do you get for it alii You're half fed, 
IMb4 biiQied day and ni^^ and threatened to be stripped and 
tijhnedont; and when you're at home, the watcher is gene* 
rally hanging about, and hall *down' you with a 'one'r' in 
tine bick or side (he wimt hit you in the &oe, iot fear of spoil- 

tag:it) if Mother H only giyes him the wink, though pep- 

bppt yta Va risked getting into trouble, and stood many a 
j^bps of gin- to him the night befbre.** 
.. rliia diffionlt, indeed, to imagine a human creature more 
dqpkfvtdbtly Qireamstanced thair the one whose sad story is 
ibovs naixated, and who is only ^^one of a thousand." There 
ai!0 those of the sisterhood who appear in a more hideous 
shape, as, for instance, the horde of human tigresses who 
swarm in the pestilent dens by the riverside at Ratcliff and 
^ladweU. These may have fallen lower in depravity, indeed 
they are herded in the very mud and ooze of it, but they do 
not suffer as the gayly bedizened " dress lodger " does. They 
are almost past human feeling. Except when they are ill and 
in hospital, they are never sober. As soon as her eyes are 
open in the morning, the she-creature of " Tiger Bay " seeks 

to cool her parched mouth out of the gin-bottle ; and " 

your eyes, let us have some more gin ! " is the prayer she 
nightly utters before she staggers to her straw, to snore like 
the worse than pig she is. 

Soldiers' women are different from sailors' women. As a 
rule, they are much more decent in appearance, and they are 
insured against habits of bestial intoxication by the slender 
resources of the men on whose bounty they depend. It is 
not possible to dip very deeply into the wine-cup, or even the 
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porter-pot, on an income of about fourpence-hal^nny per 
diem, and it painfully illustrates what a wretched trade pros- 
titution may become that it is driven even to the barracks. 

Beyond the barracks ; out on to the wild bleak common, 
where, winter and summer, the military tents are pitched. 

A year or so since there appeared in the pages of the Fall 
Mall Gazette three graphic and astounding letters concerning 
the dreadful condition of a colony of women who " squatted " 
amongst the furze of Curragh Common, and subsisted on such 
miserable wage as the soldiers there quartered could afford to 
pay them. These creatures are known in and about the great 
military camp and its neighborhood as " wrens." They do 
not live in houses, or even huts, but build for themselves 
" nests " in the bush. To quote the words of the writer in 
question, these nests " have an interior space of about nine 
feet long by seven feet broad ; and the roof is not more than 
four and a half feet from the ground. You crouch into them 
as beasts crouch into cover, and there is no standing upright 
till you crawl out again. They are rough misshapen domes 
of furze, like big rude birds'-nests, compacted of harsh 
branches, and turned topsy-turvy upon the ground. The 
walls are some twenty inches thick, and they do get pretty 
well compacted, — much more than would be imagined. There 
is no chimney, — not even a hole in the roof, which generally 
slopes forward. The smoke of the turf-fire which bums on 
the floor of the hut has to pass out at the door when the 
wind is favorable, and to reek slowly through the crannied 
walls when it is not. The door is a narrow opening, nearly 
the height of the structure, — a slit in it, kept open by two 
rude posts, which also serve to support the roof. To keep 
it down and secure from the winds that drive over the Cur- 
ragh so furiously, sods of earth are placed on top, here and 
there, with a piece of corrugated iron (much used in the 
camp, apparently : I saw many old and waste pieces lying 
about) as an additional protection from rain. Sometimes a 
piece of this iron is placed in the longitudinal slit aforesaid, 
and then you have a door as well as a doorway. Flooring 
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' ibeieil vooeof «7 kind wfaateTer, nor taxj afctetnpi to make 
Hte cba mugger by bunowing down into the bosom of the 
ettrilL Die prooeM of oonstraotion Beema to be to clear the 
imf from the BurfiMse of the jdam to the zeqoiied space, to 
eat down some boshes for'building material, and to call in a 
'fiiendlysoldifir or twotorearthe wallsbj the simple process 
of piling and trampling. When the nest is newly made, as 
iiiat one was whidh I first examined, and if you happen to 
Tiew it on a hot day, no doubt it seems tolerably snug shelter. 
A^ajportsman mi^t lie there for a night or two without detri- 
iBflnfc to his healih or his moral nature. But all the nestsard 
not newfy made ; and if the sun shines on the Curragh, bit- 
ter winds drire across it, with swamping rains for days and 
wadbi together, and miles of snow-coyered plain sometimes 
tie between this wretched colony of abandoned women and the 
Asazort town. Wind and rain are their worst enemies (unless 
«e leofcon in mankind) and play ^dd gooseberry ' with the 
bosh-dwellingB. The beating of the one and the pelting of 
the otilier soon destroy their bowery sunmier aspect They 
get crazy, they fiedl toward this side and that, they shrink in 
and down upon the outcast wretches that huddle in them, and 
the doorposts don't keep the roof up, and the clods don't 
keep it down. The nest is nothing but a furzy hole, such as, 
for comfort, any wild beast may match anywhere, leaving 
cleanliness out of the question." 

In each of these wretched lairs, the writer — who, be it 
borne in mind, was an eye-witness of what he describes — 
goes on to inform us, companies of these awful " birds," vary- 
ing in number from three to six, eat, drink, sleep, cook, and 
receive company. As regards the furniture and domestic 
utensils with which each hut is provided, " the most important 
piece of furniture was a wooden shelf running along the back 
of the nest, and propped on sticks driven into the earthen 
floor. Some mugs, some plates, some cups and saucers, a 
candlestick ; two or three old knives and forks, battered and 
rusty; a few dull and dinted spoons; a teapot (this being 
rather a rich establishment), and several other articles of a 
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like character, were displayed upon the shelf; and a grateful 
sight it was. I declare I was most thankful for the cups and 
saucers ; and as for the teapot, it looked like an ark of redemp- 
tion in crockery-ware. If they were not — as I told myself 
when my eyes first rested on them — the only human-looking 
things in the place, they did give one a comfortable assurance 
that these wretched and desperate outcasts had not abso- 
lutely broken with the common forms and habits of civilized 
life. 

" Beneath it was heaped an armful of musty straw, origi- 
nally smuggled in from the camp stables : this, drawn out and 
shaken upon the earth, was the common bed. A rough wood- 
en box, such as candles are packed in, stood in a comer ; one 
or two saucepans, and a horrid old teakettle, which had all 
the look of a beldame punished by drink, were disposed in 
various nooks in the furzy walls ; a frying-pan was stuck into 
them by the handle, in company with a crooked stick of iron 
used as a poker ; and — imdoubtedly that was there — a cheap 
little looking-glass was stuck near the roof. These things 
formed the whole furniture and appointments of the nest, if 
we exclude a petticoat or so hung up at intervals. There was 
not a stool in the place ; and as for anything in the shape of a 
table, there was not room even for the idea of 6uch a thing. 
Except for the cups and saucers, I doubt whether any Austra- 
lian native habitation is more savage or more destitute : he 
can get an old saucepan or two, and knows how to spread a 
little straw on the ground. Nor were any of the other nests 
(and I believe I looked into them all) better or differently 
furnished. The only difference was in the quantity of crock- 
ery. In every one the candle-box was to be found. I dis- 
covered that it was the receptacle of those little personal 
ornaments and cherished trifles which women in every grade 
of life hoard with a sort of animal instinct. In every one 
an uptiuned saucepan was used for a seat, when squatting on 
the earth became too tiresome. In all, the practice is to 
sleep with your head under the shelf (thus gaining some ad- 
ditional protection from the wind) and your feet to the tuif- 
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iiij^vUflli: irlo^ boniiiig^all lug^t near tlie doorway. Here 
Hm ■■!, I if tli0 perfonted •ftueqpaa beoomes apparent. It is 
jiMMd over tiM. bamiBg turf when the wrens dispose them- 
■ c lms to rest^ and as there is no want of air in these dwell- 
inp^ tiba tmf boras wdl and farightlj under the protecting 
fj/tL-- ABOtlMrvBasembniioei^adeoentlife isseen in thefaoty 
-that tiie woman always undress themselves to sleep upon 
llwii Imwlflil of straw» tiMir day-olothes serving to cover 
them** 

-^vTlia ^wveai^ themselToa are deaoiibed as being almost all 
9«iiitgf and all, without an ezoepiiony Irish. They range from 
-aavBMtesa to twenty-five years old, and almost all come out 
of cafaiBB in eountey places. Ooeasionally a delicate-look- 
isg '^ wrm" may be met, but as a rule they are sturdy, fine- 
indiad women, fcdl of health and strength ; many are good- 
In thair style of drees, no less than undress, they 
''AH day they lounge in a half-naked state, 
eiethed aiaply in one firiese petticoat, and anofcher, equally 
teJ^ cast kNMsly over their shoulders ; though, towards even- 
Idi|^ tiiey put on the deoent attire of the first girl I met there. 
These bettermost clothes are kept bright and clean enough ; 
the frequency with which they are seen displayed on the 
bushes to dry shows how often they are washed, and how 
welL These observations apply to the cotton gown, the 
stockings, the white petticoat alone ; frieze and flannel never 
know anything of soap and water at all, apparently. The 
^ Ourragh-petticoat ' is frimiliarly known for miles and miles 
round ; its peculiarity seems to be that it is starched, but not 
ironed. The difference in the appearance of these poor 
wretches when the gown and petticoat are donned, and when 
they^are taken off again (that is to say, the moment they 
come back from the * hunting-grounds '), answers precisely to 
their language and demeanor when sober and when tipsy." 
The communistic principle governs each " nest " ; and share- 
and-share alike is the rule observed. " None of the women 
have any money of their own ; what each company get is 
thrown into a common purse, and the nest is provisioned out 

10 
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of it. What they get is little indeed : a few halfpence tnrned 
out of one pocket and another when the clean starched frocks 
are thrown off at night, make up a daily income just enough 
to keep body and soul together." 

Inquiry careful and judicious disclosed to the daring liter* 
ary investigator that the '* wrens " take it in turns to do the 
marketing and keep house while their sisters are abroad ^ on 
business." As need not be mentioned, it is the youngest and 
best-looking M^omcn who engage in the money-getting branch. 
Considering how severe are their privations, and the unceasing 
life of wretchedness they lead, it is not without surprise that 
we hear that many of the ^' wrens " have occupied the ground 
they still squat on during the past eight or nine years. ^ I 
asked one of these older birds how they contrived their sleep- 
ing accommodation before ' nests ' were invented. Scud sfa«y 
' We 'd pick the biggest little bu^ we could find, and lay un- 
der it, tumin' wid the wind.' ' Shifting round the bush as 
the wind shifted 1 ' ^ Thrue for ye. And sometimes we 'd 
wake wid the snow covering us, and maybe soaked wid rain.' 
* And how did you dry your clothes ?' ' We jist waited for a 
fine day.' " 

The above and much more information concerning the hab- 
its and customs of these bush women of the Curragh was ob- 
tained in the daytime ; but this was not enough for the plucky 
Pall-Mall adventurer. He was well aware that the wren was 
a night-bird, and could only be seen in her true colors by can- 
dle-glimmer within her nest, or by the light of the stars or 
moon while abroad hunting for prey. Setting out after dark^ 
our friend made his way across the common towards the nests 
he had visited the day before, and particularly to one known 
as No. 2 nest, the inmates of which had shown themselves 
very civil and obliging. 

" As I approached it," says the writer, " I saw but one 
wretched figure alone. Crouched near the glowing turf, with 
her head resting upon her hands, was a woman whose age I 
could scarcely guess at, though I think, by the masses of 
black hair that fell forward upon her hands and backward 



MK^rlier liaM riKRdden^ that ih* mutt hwve been yonng. 
ttii'iiiyral^pidNnitly doting, and taking no beed of the pranks 
ofctteiHiky fittki ourly-headed boy whom I have made men- 
tMii of before ; he was playing on the floor. YThen I an- 
Bisaned myself by lappng on the bit of oonrogated iroa 
iridch stood Mfosa the bottom of the doorway, the woman 
gtarteA^iH' aoniithBiy like fright ; buishe knewmeataseoond 
gUmoe, aad in I went* 'Pot baokthe ifon, if ye {daiOy'said 
ttowfen as I entnedf 'the wind 'sbk3wing this way to-ni^t, 
bad'kuk to itr* i. • • I wanted to know how my wvttched 
ooip anie s t in this Vaneky^ windy, comfortless hovel came from 
tteb^f m woman to be turned into a wren. The story began 
with ' jna^&ther nor mother,* an aout who kefpt a whiskey store 
haCMe, an artilktyman who came to the whiskey sUnre and 
SpNraad'Sednoed the giii By and by his regiment was <hv 
dflnd^lheCurragh. The girl fbUowed him, being then with 
dnU^ ^ He blamed me Ibr flbUowing him,' said sh& !'He'd 
luveriiotiiing to do with me. He told me to eome here, and 
d»mce other women did And what could I dot . My diild 
was bom here, ui this veiy plaoe; and glad I was of the riiel- 
ter, and glad I was when the child died, — thank the blessed 
Mary ! What could I do with a child 1 His father was sent 
away from here, and a good riddance. He used me very bad.' 
After a minute's silence the woman continued, a good deal to 
my surprise : ' 1 11 show you the likeness of a betther man, 
fiu* away, one that never said a cross word to me, — blessed 's 
the ground he treads upon 1 ' And fumbling in the pocket of 
her too scanty and dingy petticoat, she produced a photo- 
graphic portrait of a soldier, enclosed in half a dozen greasy 
letters. ' He 's a bandsman, sir, and a handsome man he is ; 
and I believe he likes me too. But they have sent him to 
Malta for six years ; I '11 never see my darlint again.' And 
then this poor wretch, who was half crying as she spoke, told 
me how she had walked to Dublin to see him just before he 
sailed, ^because the poor craythur wanted to see me oust 
more.' 

''From this woman, so strangely compounded, I learned 
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that she had suffered so much privation last winter, that die 
had made up her mind not to stay in the bush another such a 
season. * At the first fall of snow I 11 go to the workhouse^ 
that I will ! ' she said in the tone of one who says that in such 
an event he is determined to cut his throat * Why, would 
you belave it, sirl — last winter the snow would be up as 
high as our little house, and we had to cut a path through it 
to the min, or we 'd been ruined intirely.' 

" . ... Presently the report of a gun was heard. * Gun- 
fire ! ' cried my companion. ' They 11 be back soon now, and 
I hope it 's not drunk they are.' I went out to listen. All 
was dead quiet, and nothing was to be seen but the lights in 
the various bushes, till suddenly a blaze broke out at a dis- 
tance. Some dry furze had been fired by some of the soldiers 
wandering on the common, and in search of whom the picket 
presently came round, peeping into every bush. PilBsently 
the sound of distant voices was heard ; it came nearer and 
nearer, and its shrillness and confusion made it known to me 
that it was indeed a party of returning wrens, far firom sober. 
They were, in fact, mad drunk ; and the sound of their voices 
as they came on through the dense darkness, screaming ob- 
scene sounds broken by bursts of horrible laughter, with now 
and then a rattling volley of oaths which told that fighting 
was going on, was staggering. I confess I now felt uncomfort- 
able. I had only seen the wren sober, or getting sober ; what 
she might be in that raging state of drunkenness I had yet to 
find out, and the discovery threatened to be very unpleasant. 
The noise came nearer, and was more shocking because you 
could disentangle the voices and track each through its own 
course of swearing, or of obscene singing and shouting, or of 
dreadful threats, which dealt in detail with every part of the 
hiunan frame. ^Is this your loti' I asked my companion 
with some apprehension, as at length the shamefid crew burst 
out of the darkness. ' Some of 'em, I think.' But no, they 
passed on ; such a spectacle as made me tremble. I felt like 
a man respited when the last woman went staggering by. 
Again voices were heard, this time proceeding from the women 
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lielongitng to the bush where I was spending stich an untMin- 
fortable evening. Five in all, — two tipsy and three com- 
paratively sober, — they aoou presented themselves at the 
door ; one of them was Billy's mother. At the sound of her 
voice the child woke np and cried for her. She was the moat 
forbidding-looking creature in the whole place ; but she has- 
tened to divest herself outside of her crinoline and the rest 
of her walking attire (nearly all she had on), and came in and 
nursed tlie boy very tenderly. The other wrens also took off 
gown and petticoat, and, folding them up, made seats of them 
within the neat Then came the important inquiry from the 
watching wren, 'What liiek have you hadl' to which the an- 
swer was, ' Middling.' Without the least scruple they count- 
ed up what they had got amongst them, — a poor account 
It was enough to make a man's heart bleed to hear the de- 
tails, and to see the actual money. 

" In order to continue my observations a little later in a way 
agreeable to those wretched outcasts, I proposed to 'stand 
supper,' a ]>ropo8ition which was joyfully received, of course. 
Late as it was, away went one of the wrens to get snpper, 
presently returning with a loaf, some bacon, some tea, some 
sugar, a little milk, and a can of water. The woman brought 
all these things in such modest quantities that my treat cost 
no more {I got my change, and I remember the precise sum) 
than two shillings and eightpeiiee-hiilfpeuny. The frying-pan 
was put in requisition, and there seemed some prospect of a 
' jolly night ' for my more sober nest of wrens. One of them 
began to sing, — not a pretty song ; but presently she stopped 
to listen to the ravings of a strong-voiced vixen in an adjoin- 
ing bush. ' It 'b Kate,' said one, ' and she 's got the drink in 
her, ^the devil that she is.' I then hoard that this was a 
woman of such ferocity when drunk that the whole colony 
was in terror of her. One of the women near mo showed me 
her face, torn that very night by the virago's nails, and a 
finger almost bitten through. As long as the voice of the for- 
midable creature was heard, every one was silent in No. 2 nest, 
— Bilent out of fear that she would presently appear amongst 
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them. Her voice ceased : again a song was commenced ; then 
the frying-pan began to hiss ; and that sound it was, perhaps, 
that brought the dreaded virago down upon us. She was 
heard coming from her own bush, raging as she came. ' My 
God, there she is ! ' one of the women exclaimed. * She 's 
coming here ; and if she sees you she 11 tear every rag from 
your back ! ' The next moment the fierce creature burst into 
our bush, a stalwart woman full five feet ten inches high, ab- 
solutely mad with drink. Her hair was streaming down her 
back ; she had scarcely a rag of clothing on ; and the fearful 
figure made at me with a large jug, intended to be smadied 
upon my skull. I declare her dre»Btdful figure appalled me. 
I was so wonder-stricken, that I believe she might have 
knocked me on the head without resistance ; but, quidL as 
lightning, one of the women got before me, spreading out her 
petticoat. 'Get out of it!' she shouted in terrcar; *run!' 
And so I did. Covered by this friendly and grateful wren, I 
passed out of the nest, and made my way homeward in the 
darkness. One of the girls stepped out to show me the way. 
I parted from her a few yards from the nest, and presently 
Most myself' on the common. It was nearly two o'dock 
when I got to Kildare from mj last visit to that shameful 
bush-village." 



..v« ?« ■'- 'CHAPTER XVni. 

.: 'vrf>^2#TE»lm!r OOH^BITIOW OP THl QUXSTIOIT. 

'lApCrtPViVlllj^Bg to. 8tntl>W«]lEen.~Th9 Kfiepmi of the Haymtilnl 
.^,J!qfjk^j^N^ei..---P|«i0ait Foiit$(m of tbe Polioe fiiagistntes.— Hn- 
■fe-fcitt 'FrtjnenlMi. — teflics h Ment'BMii. — Midnight Profligaqr.— 
^ ''^flUi^eH^''-^OrerMao» lUodtbeadf. 

.■'t-rr ■": 'f '. - 

' '« IBoiffKrie^ven jMm nnoSy laoh alterationfl were made in the 
Inrra^^pl^jriBgto noetaniAl atreetpwalkera and disorderly per- 
•HiB gettW'alljfV a» enaMed the London magistrates^ with the 
.airfiiiiii(ii»o€ the pdioe^ to redooe the great Haymarket dis- 
^gtaoa t» wanagnaHn dimensions. To C(Mnpletelj abolish so 
noowned^ttd prodig^ona a naisanoe at a blow was more than 
coidUbbeeaEpeeted ;. bat the public generally were quite satis- 
iedwitir the fpradnal and suooessful working of the plans 
adopted Isr the £nal extinction of the in&mous '< oyster* 
ribop%'^ and oafts» and wineHiJiops, that in the olden time made 
night hideous from St. James's Street to Piccadilly. Sud- 
denly, howerer, the good work has received a serious check. 
According to the usual custom, the keeper of a refreshment- 
house, on being summoned before the magistrate (Mr. Knox) 
for an infringement of the Act, was fined for the offence ; and 
nothing else was expected but that . the fine would be paid, 
and, except for its salutary effect, there an end of it But it 
would seem that the fined " night-house " keeper had cunning 
advisers, who assured him that the conviction was bad, and 
that he had only to appeal to a superior court to insure its 
being set aside. The course suggested was adopted, and 
crowned with success. Mr. Knox's decision was reversed, it 
not being clearly shown that the loose women discovered on 
the premises were really assembled for an immoral purposa 

The Times, commenting on this, says : " It is matter for 
general regret, since its probable result will be that in future 
the keepers of the Haymarket ^ night-houses ' will do pretty 
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much what they please^ without let or hindrance. It was de- 
cided by Sir William Bodkin and his brother magistrates 
sitting at the Middlesex Sessions, on an appeal brought from 
Marlborough Street, that no case is made out against the 
keeper of a * night-house,' unless the police can prove that 
the women found in the house were assembled there for an 
immoral purpose ; it was possible they might be there merely 
for the legitimate purpose of refreshment, and not in prose- 
cution of their wretched trade. It is perfectly obvious that 
this interpretation of the law, whether or not true to the let- 
ter, utterly violates the spirit. The character of the women 
who frequent these * night-houses ' is perfectly well known. 
They have, moreover, but one possible object in fi^uenting 
them. It is clear, therefore, that they come within the spirit 
of the law against harboring improper characters quite as 
much as if they visited these houses actually in company of 
men ; and hence it follows that no new principle of l^islation, 
requiring long consideration and repeated discussion, would 
be introduced if the law were made to reach them. We 
should, in fact, be not making a new law, but giving an old 
law its proper effect, — an effect actuaUy given it, as Mr. 
Knox points out, for seven years, and latterly with admirable 
results. Under these circumstances we can see no objection 
to replacing the law on its former satisfactory footing by the 
simple expedient of a short clause in the Habitual Criminals 
Bill. The Bill already deals with the low beer-houses, which are 
the favorite resorts of certain dangerous classes of the commu- 
nity ; and the addition of a few words would enable it to deal 
with such * night-houses ' as those we have been discussing. 
This would not interfere with subsequent, more mature, and 
more comprehensive legislation on the subject, while it would 
obviate the delay which has driven the police authorities to 
desperation, and which threatens to give a fresh lease to a 
grave national scandal, just as it was in the way of being 
repressed." 

The old law alluded to by the Times is the Act of Parlia- 
ment of the 2d and 3d Vict cap. 47, and is entitled '^ An Act 
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teftniheren^weriiigthe Police in and near the Metropolis"; 
baiiig an amendment of Sir Bobert PeelV original statute, the 
ioth Gea lY. Ckuses 44, 52, 54^ 58, and 63, bear especially 
on the penalties incurred by disorderly fallen women* 
. Xhe 44th olaufle ions as follows : — 
, ** And whereaa.it is expedient that the provisions made by 
l&wfiarpceYenting disorderly conduct in the houses of licensed 
Tiotaallen be extended to other houses of public resort; be it 
enacted that eyery person who shall have or keep any house, 
shop, room, or place of pnblio resort within the Metropolitan 
Police district, wherein provisions, liquors, or refreshments of 
any kind shall be sold or consumed (whether the same shall 
be kept or retailed therein, or procured elsewhere), and who 
■hall wilfiilly or knowingly permit drunkenness or other disor- 
derly conduct in such house, shop, room, or place, or knowingly 
n£Eer any unlawful games or any gaming whatsoever therein, 
or knowingly suffer or ^^enjoit proUituteSf or perscms of notori- 
ously bad character, to meet together and remain therein, shall 
Ibr eveiy such offence be liable to a penalty of not more than 
five pounds." 

The 52d clause of the same statute provides : — 
" That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of Police 
from time to time, and as occasion may require, to make regu- 
lation for the route to be observed by all carts, carriages, 
horses, and persons, and for preventing obstructions of the 
streets or thoroughfares within the Metropolitan Police dis- 
trict, in all times of public processions, public rejoicings, or 
illuminations; and also to give directions to the constables 
for keeping order and for preventing any obstruction of the 
thoroughfsires in the immediate neighborhood of her Majesty's 
palaces and public offices, the High Court of Parliament, the 
courts of law and equity, the police courts, the theatres, and 
other places of public resort, and in any case when the streets 
or thoroughfares may be thronged or may be liable to be ob- 
structed." 

The 54th clause provides, in continuation : — 

" That every person who, after being made acquainted with 
10* o 



226 THE SEVEN CUBSES OF LONDON. 

the regulations or directions which the Commissioner of Police 
shall have mado for regulating the route of horses, carts, car- 
riages, and persons during the time of divine service, and for 
preventing obstructions during public processions, and on 
other occasions hereinbefore specified, shall wilfully disregard 
or not conform himself .thereto, shall be liable to a penalty 
of not more than forty shillings. And it shall be lawful 
for any constable belonging to the Metropolitan Police 
force to take mto custody, tntkout warranty any person 
who shall commit any such offence within view of any such 
constable.** 

The same 54th clause also provides : -— 

" That every' common prostitute or night-walker, loitering, 
or being in any thoroughfare or public place, for the purpose 
of prostitution or solicitation, to l^e annoyance of the in- 
habitants or passengers, shall be liable to a penalty of not 
more than forty shillings, and to be dealt with in the same 
manner.*' 

And again, that ** every person who shall use any profane^ 
indecent, or obscene language to the annoyance of the inhab- 
itants or passengers ** ; and also " every person who shall use 
any threatening, abusive, or insulting words or behavior with 
intent to provoke a breach of the peace, or whereby a breach 
of the peace may be occasioned," may be also so dealt 
with. 

The 58th clause enacts : — 

" That every person who shall be found drunk in any street 
or public thoroughfare within the said district, and who while 
drunk shall be guilty of any riotous or indecent behavior, and 
also every person who shall be guilty of any violent or inde- 
cent behavior in any police station-house, shall be liable to a 
penalty of not more than forty shillings for every such offence, 
or may be committed, if the magistrate by whom he is con- 
victed shall think fit, instead of inflicting upon him any pecu- 
niary fine, to the House of Correction for any time n6t more 
than seven days." 

The 63d clause enacts : — 
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"That it shall lie lawful for any constable belonging to the 
Metnipolltan Police district, and for all persona whom he shall 
call to his assistance, to ta,ke into custody, without a warrant, 
any person who within view of such constable shall offend in 
any manner against this Act, and whose name and residence 
BhaJl be unknown to such constable, and canuot be ascertained 
by such constabla" 

The police are, under the same Act, empowered to deal 
with disorder, drunkenness, disorderly conduct, brawling, 
loitering, and obstruction, whether coming by prostitutes or 
I others. Habitual loitering upon certain fixed spots tliey at- 
L ready keep in check, generally speaking, without tyranny ; 
Bnd next comes to be considered what can be done in case of 
■what is called "solicitation" or importunity, a prominent fea- 
ture in the general bill of indictment against prostitution. 

To a person uninitiated in the law's subtleties, it would 
seem that the clauses of the Act of Parliament above quoted 
armed the police with all necessary authority, and that all 
that was reqiiisite was to compel the observance of the said 
clauses, strictly and without favor, to insure a considerable 
mitigation of the great evlL Indeed, as has been shown, be- 
lieving themselves justified in the course they have been for 
years pursuing, the police. have undoubtedly effected avast 
tod important change in the aspect of the Haymarket and its 
■Neighborhood after midnight. The result, however, of the 
Assistant Judge's decision, appears to have put the worthy and 
Indefatigable Mr. Knox quit« out of heart, as may be gathered 
&om the subjoined newspaper account of the last case that 
was brought before him : — 

" Rose Burton, keeper of a reireshment-house in Jermyn 
Street, lately known as Kate Franks, appeared to answer two 
Bummonses for harboring prostitutes. The police gave the 
usual evidence. They visited the house at night. They 
found men and women there ; the women known prostitutes, 
some taking refreshment. There was no disorder, and the 
usual signal by ringing a bell had been given when the police 
presented themselves at the house. For the defence it was 
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urged, that the eyidence was similar to that given before the 
Middlesex magistrates on appeal, after hearing which thej 
quashed the conviction, and that the magistrate should dis- 
miss the 8ummonse& Mr. Knox said he must send the case 
to the Sessions in order to get a clear declaration of what was 
meant. If the judgment of the Court was against him, he 
must wash his hands of the matter. He should inflict the re- 
duced fine of 10 «. in order that the conviction should be taken 
to the Sessions. Mr. Froggatt asked for a decision in the sec- 
ond case. Mr. Knox would act in it the same as in the last 
case. It was, so to say, a. last desperate effort If he fiuled, 
his honest determination was to take no further trouble in the 
matter ; but to report to the Home Office that the efforts to 
reform the condition of the Haymarket had entirely broken 
down. Mr. Edward Lewis, after some consultation with Mr. 
Allen, Jr., and Mr. Froggatt, said that, owing to technical 
difficulties, it would be impossible to get an appeal to Quarter 
Sessions before the 24th July. Mr. Knox said tiuit would 
be too late for Parliament to deal with the matter, as the ses- 
sion would most probably dose early in August. There was 
no help for it ; the night-house keepers must go on in their 
own way ; the police might give up their supervision and re- 
fiuin from taking out summonses, as he certainly should de- 
cline to convict He should cancel the three convictions that 
day, and dismiss the summonses ; he was powerless, and there- 
fore disinclined to enforce what for seven years had been con- 
sidered as law, but what had been suddenly upset at Quarts 
Sessions Mr. Knox l^en requested Mr. Superintendent Dun- 
lop to communicate what had occurred to the Commissioners 
of Police." 

At the same time, it is no more than fiiir to lay before ^e 
reader the explanation given by the Assistant Judge on the 
last occasion of the matter coming before him. It should be 
understood that the case in question was not that of " Bose 
Burton," but of another of the fraternity who had been fined 
by Mr. Knox. The party in question gave notice of appeal, 
and the police authorities intimated their intention of support- 
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ing the magiatrate in his oonyictioiL From some unexplained 
cause, however, at the last moment the Commissioners of Po- 
lioe withdrew altogether from the case, leaving it all unde- 
fended to be dealt with by Mr. Bodkin. The judgment of 
the learned Assistant Judge was as follows : — 

"^ There are two cases in the paper of appeals against con- 
victions by Mr. Knox for causing or allowing prostitutes to 
assemble ; and upon Ihese two cases being called, counsel in- 
timated that the solicitors of the Commissioners of Police had 
written a letter to say that they should not support these con- 
victions. Under those circumstances no other course was 
open to us but to quash them. But I mention the fact now 
because these convictions have been the subject of considcr- 
aUe comment and of interrogation in the House of Commons. 
I can only say that there is no law in these cases at all. It 
is entirely a question of fact, and each case must stand upon 
its own merits. On one occasion we quashed a conviction on 
the hearing, and upon that decision a great deal has been 
said. The sole evidence there was, that a policeman went 
into the house between twelve and one, and found men and 
women having refreshment, some of the women beinp; prosti- 
tutes. No question was asked, and there was nothing to 
show that the person who kept the house knew they were 
prostitutes. There was nothing to show that any warning 
had been previously given against harboring or encounxging 
them to come. There was no ringing of any l>ell to give 
notice of the approach of the police. In fact, there was noth- 
ing but the mere incident that the police, before the hour of 
one, when these houses should be closed, found persons in 
them taking refreshments, — some of those persons being 
prostitutes. Although I do not shrink from taking on my- 
self the chief responsibility, there were many magistrates 
present who formed their own opinion upon the question, 
which was a question of fact ; and it seemed so clearly not to 
be a case which satisfied the requirements of the law, that we 
did not call upon the counsel for the appellants, but at once 
quashed the conviction. InHe^d, aftftr all that has be^n said. 
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I have no hesitation in stating that if another case came here, 
and was presented tons in such a bald and unsatisfactory 
manner, we should again quash the conviction. We are as 
desirous as Mr. Knox to put an end to any nuisance, whether 
in the Haymarket or elsewhere ; but we cannot forget that 
we are in a court of law, bound to act upon such testimony 
as is sworn before us, and not to embark upon inquiries of 
another kind. There was not a tittle of evidence as to ringing 
a bell, or of anything more than persons taking refreshment 
within the hoiu-s allowed by law, some of those persons being 
' unfortunates.' I do not think that any bench of magistrates 
in the kingdom could, imder the circumstances, have arrived 
at a different conclusion. If other cases .come before us, we 
shall treat them as we treated the last, according to the effect 
I of the sworn evidence in court, and in no other way. I am 
very sorry if our decision should have induced Mr. Knox, for 
whom I entertain a great respect, to abstain from convicting 
in other cases, unless those were cases of the same bald and 
unsatisfactory character as that which we decided." 

From one point of view maybe it is difficult to overrate the 
importance of this judgment, especially if, as the Times pre- 
dicts, it will have the effect of giving the keepers of the Hay- 
market haunts of infamy liberty to do pretty much as they 
please. Laying too much stress on this Haymarket business, 
however, may be harmfril in another direction. It may lead 
the public to the decidedly wrong conclusion that the well- 
known thoroughfare indicated, and the taverns and refresh- 
ment-houses it contains, are the head-quarters, the one main 
source, from which flows the prodigious stream of immorality 
that floods the town with contamination. 

Now this is very far from being the fact. The extent to 
which the Haymarket haunts are criminal is equalled, and in 
many cases far excelled, in a dozen* different parts of London 
every night between the hours of ten and one, — and that 
without remonstrance or hindrance on the part of the police 
authorities or any one else. I allude to the London music^ 
halls. One of the most disreputable was burnt down ihfl 
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other day, and it would be a matter for rejoicing — for publio 
thanksgiving ahnost — if the score or bo of similar places of 
popular amusement) polluting every quarter of the metropolis, 
shared a similar fate. To be siu-e, the music-halls keep with- 
in the letter of the law in the matter of closing their doors 
before one o'clock ; but in every other respect their operation 
is as mischievous as any of the prosecuted den^ at the West 
End. And I b^ of the reader to distinctly understand that 
I am not quoting from hearsay. There is not a single music- 
hall — from the vast " Alhambra " in Leicester Square, to the 
imaristocratic establishment in the neighborhood o[ Leather 
Lane, originally christened the " Raglan,** but more popularly 
known as the " Rag " — that I have not visited. And I am 
bound to confess that the same damning elements are discov- 
erable in one and alL 

At the same time it must be admitted, — shameful and dis- 
graceful as the admission is, — that it is not the music-hall 
of the vulgar East End, or " over the water," that presents in 
special prominence the peculiar features here spoken of, and 
which, in plain language, are licentiousness and prostitution. 
He who would witness the perfection to which these twin curses 
may be wrought under the fostering influences of " music," <fec., 
must visit the west, and not the east or south, of the metrop- 
olis. He must make a journey to Leicester Square, and to 
the gorgeous and palatial Alhambra there to be found. What 
he will there discover will open his eyes to what a farcical 
thing the law is, and how within the hour it will strain at 
gnats and bolt entire camels without so much as a wry face 
or a wince, or a wink even. 

I speak fearlessly, because all that I describe may be wit- 
nessed to-night, to-morrow, any time, by the individual ad- 
venturous and curious enough to go and see for himself. There 
is no fear of his missing it, no chance of his fixing on a wrong 
night. It is always the same at the music-hall. Its meat is 
other men's poison, and it can fatten and prosper while honesty 
starves. The bane and curse of society is its main support, 
and to introduce the purgring besom wouM be to ruin the 
business. 
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At the same time, I would wish it to be distinctly nnderstoody 
that I do not desire to convey to the reader the impresuon 
that the numerical majority of music-hall frequenters are per- 
sons of immoral tjndencie& On the contrary, I am well con- 
vinced that such places are the resort of a vast number of the 
most respectable portion of the working class. This I believe 
is a fact carefully treasured by music-hall proprietors, and 
elaborately displayed by them whenever their morality is at- 
tacked. They point to the well-filled body of the hall, the 
sixpenny part, where artisans and workingmen congregate, 
and not unfrequently bring with them their wives and daugh- 
ters, and triumphantly inquire : " Is it likely that the music- 
hall can be what slanderers represent, when it is so patron- 
ixedT' And it is quite true that a very large number <^ 
honest and intelligent folk are attracted thither in search of 
harmless amusement. Let them bless God for their ignorance 
of the world's wicked ways if they succeed in finding it It 
is not impossible. Provided they look neither to the right 
nor left of them, but pay their sixpence at the door, and 
march to the seats apportioned them ; and, still at eyes right, 
direct their gaze and their organs of hearing towards the 
stage, from which the modem ** comic vocalist " doles out to 
a stolen tune feeble jingling idiotcies of " his own composing," 
— if they are steadfast to this, they may come away not 
much the worse for the evening's entertainment But let him 
not look about him, especially if he have his wife or daughters 
with him, or he may find himself tingling with a feeling it was 
never his misfortune to experience before. 
p The honest believer in the harmlessness of music-halls 
would, if he looked about him as he sat in the sixpenny '* pit," 
discover in more quarters than one that which would open his 
' innocent eyes. If his vision were directed upwards towards 
the boxes and balconies, there he would discover it Brazen- 
£siced women, blazoned in tawdry finery, and curled and 
painted, openly and without disguise bestowing their blandish- 
ments on " spooney " young swells of the " commercial " and 
shopman type for the sake of the shilling's worth of brandy- 
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and-water that steams before them, and in prospect of fhture 
advantages. There is no mistaking these women. They do 
not go there to be mistaken. They make no more disguise of 
their profession than do cattle^rovers in the public markets. ^' 
They are there in pursuit of their ordinary calling, and, 
splendid creatures though they appear, it is curious to witness 
the supreme indifference to them of the door-keepers as they 
flaunt past themu It makes good the old proverb about the 
familiarity that breeds contempt ; besides, as a customer in 
simple, the painted free-drinking lady is not desirable. I 
should not for a moment wish to impute without substantial 
proof so dastardly a feature of ^' business " to any spirited 
music-hall proprietor in particular ; but I am positively assured 
by those who should know, that on certain recogni^sd nights 
loose women are admitted to these places withmU payment I 
know as a fact, too, that it is no uncommon thing for these 
female music-hall frequenters to enlist the services of cabmen 
on " spec," the latter conveying their " fare " to the Alham- 
bra or the Philharmonic without present payment, on the chance 
that she will in the course of the evening " pick up a flat," 
who will with the lady require his services to drive them to 
the Haymarket or elsewhere. How much of extortion and 
robbery may be committed under such a convenient cloak it is 
not difficult to guess. The evidence not being quite so unob- 
jectionable as it might be, I will not mention names ; but I was 
recently informed with apparent sincerity by one of those poor 
bedizened unfortunates, — a " dress lodger " possibly, — that a 
certain music-hall proprietor issued to women of her class 
" weekly tickets " at half price, the main condition attaching to 
the advantage being that the holder did not " ply " in the low- 
priced parts of the hall ; that is to say, amongst those who could 
afford to pay for nothing more expensive than pints of beer. 
But it is at the refreshment-bars of these palatial shams 
and impostures, as midnight and closing-time approaches, that 
profligacy may be seen reigning rampant. Generally at one 
end of the hall is a long strip of metal counter, behind which 
superbly attired barmaids vend strong liquors. Besides these 
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there are '* snuggeries," or small private apartmeitSy to which 
bashful gentlemen desirous of sharing a bottle of wine with a 
recent acquaintance may retire. But the unblushing immod- 
esty of the place concentrates at this long bar. Any night 
may here be found dozens oi prostitutes enticing simpletons to 
drink, while the men who are not simpletons hang about, 
smoking pipes and cigars, and merely sipping, not drinking 
deeply, and with watchful wary eyes on the pretty game of 
fox-and-goose that is being played all around about them. 
No one molests them, or hints that their behavior is at vari- 
ance with " the second and third of Victoria, cap. 47.'* Here 
they are in dozens, in scores, prostitutes every one, doing 
exactly as they do at the infamous and prosecuted Haymarket 
dens, and no one interferes. I say, doing all that the Haymarket 
woman does ; and it must be so, since the gay patroness of 
the music-halls does simply all she can to lure the dupe she 
may at the moment have in tow. She entices him to drink ; 
she drinks with him ; she ogles, and winks, and whispers, and 
encourages Uke behavior on his part, her main undisguised 
object being to induce him to prolong the companionship after 
the glaring gaslight of the liquor bar is lowered, and its cus- 
tomers are shown to the outer door. If that is not '* know- 
ingly suffering prostitutes to meet together '* for the more con- 
venient prosecution of their horrible trade, what else is it ? 
And yet the cunning schemes and contrivances for misleadixig 
and throwing dust in the eyes of the police are not practised 
here. There are no scouts and " bells," the former causing 
the latter to chime a warning on the approach of the enemy. 
The enemy, the police that is to say, are on the spot In 
almost every case there will be foimd in the music-hall lobby 
an intelligent liveried guardian of the public peace, here sta- 
tioned that he may take cognizance of suspicious-looking per- 
sons, and eject improper characters. Should he happen, as is 
most likely, to be a policeman whose " beat " is in the neighbor- 
hood, he will by sight be quite familiar with every loose wo- 
jnSifi who for a mile round in the streets plies her lawless trade. 
He recognizes them, as with a nod of old acquaintance they 
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pass the money-taker ; he Baunters to the bar where the wo- 
men gather to prime their prey, and he witnesses their dotugs. 
But he takes no notice, and never oomplaina. 

To be sure, the man is not to blame ; were he ordered to 
disperse congregations of prostitutes wherever he found them, 
and to warn the persons who dispense liquors to them^ — just as 
is expected of him in the case of the ordinary pubHc-houso 
— that they ore harboring bad characters, and must cease to 
do so, undoubtedly the policeman would perform his duty. 
Until he receives express orders on the subject, however, he is 
helpless, and very properly so. Although one would desire to 
see ample powera for the suppression of prostitution placed 
-in the bands of the police, it is highly necessary that the said 
power, in the hands of ordinary Constable X, should be scru- 
pulously watched by those who are set in authority over him. 
Policemen make sad mistakes at times, as witness the follow- 
monstroua instance, furnished by the police -reports not 

jre than a month since : — 

AtSouthwark, Mrs. Catherine C , aged twenty-eight, the 

of a respectable man in the employ of the Southeastern 
way Company, but who was described on the charge-sheet 

a prostitute, was charged by James Benstead, police con- 

tble 17 M Reserve, with soliciting prostitution near the 
liondon bridge railway terminus. The constable said that 

mt ten o'clock on the previous night he was on duty near 
ffte railway terminus, when he saw the prisoner aocoat a 
gentleman. Believing her to be a prostitute, he went up to 
the gentleman, and from what he sfiid he took her into 
custody for soliciting him. The prisoner here said she had 
been most cruelly used. She was a respectable married 
woman, and lived with her husband in the Drummoud Road, 
Bermondsey. She had been to see her sister at Peckham, 
and had a return ticket for the Spa Road ; but when she 
arrived at the London bridge terminus she was too late for 
the train ; consequently she determined to walk home, and as 
■oon as she turned into Duke Street, a gentleman stopped her 
.and asked her whether there was an omnibus loft there for 
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Whitechapel. She told him she did not know, and as soon as 
he left, the constable came up and took her into custody. 
She had been locked up all ni^t. The prisoner here pro* 
duced the half of a return-ticket for the magistrate's inspect 
tion. The husband of the prisoner said he was in the em- 
ploy of the Southeastern Railway Company, and resided at 
Na 190 Drummond Road, Bermondsey. His wife left home 
on the previous afternoon to visit her sister at Peckham, and 
he expected her home at ten o'clock. He was surprised at 
her absence, and as soon as he ascertained she was locked up, 
he went to the police-station, but was not permitted to see 
her. He could produce several witnesses to prove the re- 
spectability of his wife. Mr. Burcham ordered the prisoner 
[_ to be dischai^ged immediately. 

And so terminated the case as far as the magistrate was 
concerned ; but one cannot help feeling curious to know 
whether no more was done in the matter. The outraged and 
cruelly used woman was discharged, but was Reserve-constable 
James Benstead permitted to retain his situation in the 
police force ? How did the monstrous " mistake " arise 1 It 
is evident that the poor young woman spoke the trtith ; Mr. 
Burcham settled that point by ordering her immediate dis- 
charge. From any point of view, James Benstead showed 
himself utterly unworthy to remain a constable. In inter- 
fering with a decently dressed woman, who must have been a 
stranger to him, simply because he saw her " accost a gentle- 
man," he exhibited himself in the light of an over-zealous 
blockhead. If the woman's statement is to be believed, he 
told a wicked and malicious lie when he said that he took her 
into custody " on account of what the gentleman told him." 
Where one is left in the dark, to solve a mystery as one best 
may, it is not impossible that one may guess wide of the 
mark ; but it will under such conditions occur to the recol- 
lection, that before now " unfortunates " new to the life have 
given deadly offence to policemen by not " paying their foot- 
ing," as black-mail of a certain abominable kind is called ; and 
blundering James Benstead may have sustained a peonniaiy 



FALLEN WOMEN. 237 

disappointment. It is to be sincerely hoped that that secret 
tribunal before which erring policemen are arraigned (where 
is it ? ) will not let so flagrant a case pass without notice ; and 
i^ after close investigation, Policeman James Benstead is 
proved to be the dangerous person he appears, that he may 
be promptly stripped of his official uniform. Even supposing 
that James Benstead is nothing worse than a blundering Jack- 
in-office, he is just of the sort to bring the law into contempt 
and ridicule^ and the sooner he is cashiered the better. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

BUOGESTIONS, 

Ignoring the Evil. — Ptmishment fit for the "Deserter ** and the Sedncer. 
— The "Know-nothing" and "Do-nothing" Principle. — The Em- 
igratioa of Women of Bad Character. 

It is easy enough to imderstand, if one finds the courage 
to face this worst of all social evils, and inquire calmly into the 
many shapes its origin takes, how very possible it is that 
there may be living in a state of depravity scores and hun- 
dreds of women who are what they are out of no real fault 
of their own. " Then why do they not turn and reform their 
infamous lives 1 " the indignant reader may ask. " They may 
if they will. Is there not this, that, and the other asylum 
open to them 1 " Perhaps so. Only perhaps. But for reasons 
hinted at in the commencement of this chapter, it might be 
clearly enough «hown that "this, that, and t'other," to a 
very large extent, really and truly represent the substantiality 
of the asylums to which the curse is admitted for purgation. 
We have foolishly and blindly ignored the evil, and conse- 
quently we have not been free to provide adequately for the 
reception of those who have lived in it, and are now desirous 
of returning, if they may, to decent life. We have some 
asylums of the kind ; but in 'capacity they are about as well 
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adapted to perform the prodigious amount of work teady for 
them as a ten-gallon filter would be to purify the muddy 
waters of the Thames. 
r Undoubtedly there are thousands of debased and wanton 

wretches for whom the doors of such houses of reform and 
refuge, did they exist in plenty, might in vain stand open. 
But let the reader for a moment consider how many there 
are at this moment whoee &11 was mainly due to mic^daoed 
trust and foolish confidence, and who are kept in their degra* 
dation out of a sort of mad and bitter spite against themselves. 
As every one can vouch who has taken an interest in these 
fallen ones, and kindly questioned them on their condition 
. and their willingness to turn from it, nothing is more common 
in their mouths than the answer, ^* I don't care. It 's a life 
good enough for me. A pretty image I should appear in well- 
bred company, should n't I ) It 's no use your preaching to 
^ me. I 've made my bed, and I must lie on it" And it would 
be found in countless cases that these poor wretches did not 
in the original ^'make their bed,'' as they call it, and that it 
reveals a wonderful amount of forgiving and generosity in 
them to profess that they did. If we could discover the truth, 
we might get at the real bed-makers — ^the villanous conjurers 
of couched of roses that were so speedily to turn to thorns 
and briers — in the seducer and the base deserter. If ever 
the legislature finds courage enough to take up this great 
question in earnest, it is to be hoped that ample provision will 
be made for the proper treatment of the heartless scoimdreL 
As says a writer in an old number of the Westminster Review: — 
" The deserter, not the seducer, should be branded with the 
same kind and degree of reprobation with which society now 
visits the coward and the cheat The man who submits to 
insult rather than fight ; the gambler who packs the cards, or 
loads the dice, or refuses to pay his debts of honor, is hunted 
from among even his unscrupulous associates as a stained and 
tarnished character. Let the same measure of retribtUive jttS' 
tice be dealt to the seducer who deserts the wowiin who has trusted 
him, and allows her to come upon the toum. We say the desert- 
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er, not the seducer j for there is as wide a distinction be- 
tween them as there is between the gamester and the sharper. 
Mere seduction will never be visited with extreme severity 
among men of the world, however correct and refined may be 
their general tone of morals ; for they will always make large 
allowances cm the score of youthful passions, favoring circum* 
stances, and excited feeling. Moreover, they well know that 
there is a wide distinction — that there are all degrees of dis- 
tinction — between a man who commits a fault of this kind 
imder the influence of warm affections and a fieiy temperar 
ment, and the cold-hearted, systematic assailer of female vir- 
tue, whom all reprobate and shun. It is universally felt that 
you cannot, with any justice, class these men in the same 
category, nor mete out to them the same measure of condem- 
nation. But the man who, when his caprice is satisfied, casts 
off his victim as a worn-out garment oi* a damaged toy ; who 
allows the woman who trusted his protestations to sink from 
the position of his companion to the loathsome life of prosti- 
tution because his seduction and desertion has left no other 
course open to her ; who is not ready to make any sacrifice 
of place, of fortune, of reputation even, in order to save one 
whom he has once loved from such an abyss of wretched in- 
famy, — must surely be more stained, soiled, and hardened in 
soul, more utterly unfitted for the company or sympathy of 
gentlemen or men of honor, than any coward, any gambler, 
any cheat ! " 

I may not lay claim to being the discoverer of this well- 
written outburst of manly indignation. It is quoted by a 
gentleman — a medical gentleman — who has inquired deeper 
and written more to the real purpose on this painful subject 
than any other writer with whom I am acquainted. T allude 
to Dr. Acton. The volume that contains it is of necessity 
not one that might be introduced to the drawing-room, but it 
is one that all thinking men would do well to procure and 
peruse. Dr. Acton handles a tremendously difficult matter 
masterly and courageously ; and while really he is of as 
delicate a mind as a lady, he does not scruple to enunciate his 
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honest oonvictions respecting the prevalent eyil of prostitu- 
tion, as though it were an evil as commonly recognized and as 
freely discussed as begging or thieving. In his introductory 
pages he says : — 

'^ To those who profess a real or fictitious ignorance of pros- 
titutioUf its miseries and its ill efifects, and those again who 
plead conscience for inaction, I have this one reply. Pointing 
to the outward signs of prostitution in our streets and hospi- 
tals, I inquire whether we can flatter ourselves that the sub- 
ject has drifted into a satisfactory state on the ' know-nothing ' 
and ' do-nothing * principle. I hint at the perilous self-suffi- 
ciency of the Pharisee, and the wilful blindness of the Levite 
who ' passed by on the other side,' and I press upon them 
that, after reading this work and testing its author's veracity, 
they should either refute its arguments or be themselves con- 
verted. ... I have little to say in the way of apology for my 
plain-speaking. The nature of the subject has forced this 
upon me. To have called things here treated of by another 
than their right name would have been in any writer an ab- 
surdity, in me a gross one.. The experiences I have collected 
may to optimists and recluses appear exaggerated. The visions 
I have indulged in may be hard to grasp. But this more 
complicated knot demands a swordsman, not an infant. The 
inhabitants of a provincial city demanded of Lord Palmerston 
that the angel of pestilence should be stayed by a day of 
national prayer and fasting. ' I will fast with you and pray 
with you,' was the statesman's answer ; ' but let us also drain, 
scrub, wash, and be clean.' " 

If by this taste of Ihe preface to Dr. Acton's book I induce 
my male readers to dip into it for themselves, I shall feel that 
I have done the cause the worthy writer has at heart good 
service. It will be something if the brief quotation bespeaks 
attention to the other extracts from the same genuine source 
that herein appear. On the subject of seduction and deser- 
tion, Mr. Acton writes : — 

'* If I could not get imprisonment of the male party to a 
seduction substituted for the paltry fine of half a crOwn a 
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week, I would at least give to the commonwealth, now liable 
to a pecuniary damage by bastardy, some interest in its de- 
tection and punishment. The union-house is now often 
enough the home of the deserted mother and the infant bas- 
tard ; and the guardians of the poor ought, I think, to have 
the right, in the interest of the commune, to act as bastardy 
police, and to be recouped their charges. I woidd not allow 
the maintenance of an illegitimate child to be at the expense 
of any but the father. I would make it the incubus on him, 
not on its mother ; and I would not leave his detection, ex- 
posure, and money loss at the option of the latter. A young 
man who has a second and third illegitimate child by differ- 
ent women has not lived without adding some low cunning 
to his nature. It often happens that a fellow of this sort will 
for a time, by specious promises and presents to a girl he ful- 
ly intends ultimately to desert, defer making any payments 
for or on account of her child. If he can for twelve months, 
and without entering into any shadow of an agreement, (and 
we may all guess how far the craft of an injured woman will 
help her to one that would hold water,) stave off any application 
on her part to the authorities, her claim at law is barred ; and 
she herself, defied at leisure, becomes in due course chargeable 
to her parish or union. But not thus should a virtuous state 
connive at the obligations of paternity being shuffled on to its 
public shoulders, when, by a very trifling modification of the 
existing machinery, they might be adjusted on the proper 
back, permanently or temporarily, as might be considered pub- 
licly expedient. I would enact, I say, by the help of soci- 
ety, that, in the first place, the seduction of a female, properly 
proved, should involve the male in a heavy pecuniary fine, 
according to his position, — not at all by way of punishment, 
but to strengthen by the very firm abutment of the breeches- 
pocket, both him and his good resolutions against the temp- 
tations and force of designing woman. I would not offer the 
latter, as I foresee will be instantaneously objected, this boun- 
ty upon sinfulness, — this incentive to be a seducer ; but, on 
the contrary, the money should be due to the community 

11 r 
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and. recoverable in the county court or superior court at the 
suit of its engine, the union ; and should be invested by the 
treasurer of such coiut, or by the dbunty, or by some public 
trustee in bastardy, for the benefit of the mother and child. 
The child's portion of this deodand should be retained by 
such public officer until the risk of its becoming chargeable to 
the commimity quasi-bastard should be removed by the moth- 
er's marriage or otherwise ; and the mother's share should be 
for her benefit as an emigration fund or marriage portion." 

" We cannot imagine," says another authority, " that any 
one can seriously suppose that prostitution would be made 
either more generally attractive or respectable by the greater 
decency and decorum which administrative supervision would 
compel it to throw over its exterior. We know that the ab- 
sence of these does not deter one of irregular passions from 
the low pursuit ; and we know, moreover, wherever these are 
needed for the behoof of a more scrupulous and refined class 
of fornicators, they are to be found. We are convinced also 
that much of the permanent ruin to the feelings and character 
which results from the habit of visiting the haunts of prosti- 
tution is to be attributed to the coarse language and the bru- 
tal manners which prevail there ; and that this vice, like 
many others, would lose much of its evil by losing all of 
grossness that is separable from it. Nor do we fear that the 
improvement in the tone of prostitution which would thus re- 
sult would render its unhappy victims less anxious to escape 
from it. Soften its horrors and gild its loathsomeness as you 
may, there will always remain enough to revolt all who are not 
wholly lost. Much too — everything almost — is gained, if 
you can retain ant/ degree of self-respect among the fallen. 
The more of this that remains, the greater chance is there of 
ultimate redemption : it is always a mistaken and a cruel pol- 
icy to allow vice to grow^ desperate and reckless." It is for the 
interest of society at large, as well as for that of the guilty in- 
dividual, that we should never break down the bridge behind 
such a sinner as the miserable " unfortunate " even. 



v. — THE CUESE OF DRUNKENNESS. 



CHAPTER XX. 

ITS POWER. 

The Crowning Cnrse. — No Form of Sin or Sorrow in which it does not 
play a Part. — The " Slippery Stone " of Life. — Statistics. — Matters 
not growing worse. — The Army Ketums. — The System of Adultera- 
tion. 

Whatever differences of opinion may arise as to the extent 
and evil operation of the other curses that, in common with 
all other cities, afflict the city of London, no sane man will 
contest the fact that drunkenness has wrought more mischief 
than all other social evils put together. There is not a form 
of human sin and sorrow in which it does not constantly play 
a part. It is the " slippery stone " that in countless in- 
stances has betrayed the foot careless or over-confident, and 
the down-hill path is trod never to be retraced. As Dr. 
Guthrie writes : " Believe me, it is impossible to exaggerate, 
impossible even truthfully to paint, the effect of this evil, 
either on those who are addicted to it or on those who suffer 
from it ; crushed husbands, broken-hearted wives, and, most 
of all, those poor innocent children that are dying under cruelty 
and starvation, that shiver in their rags upon our streets, that 
walk unshod the winter snows, and with their matted hair 
and hollow cheeks and sunken eyes glare out on us wild and 
savage-like from patched and filthy windows. Nor is the 
curse confined to the lowest stratum of society. Much im- 
proved as are the habits of the upper and middle classes, the 
vice may still be met in all classes of society. It has cost 
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many a servant her place, and yet greater loss, — ruined her 
virtue ; it has broken the bread of many a tradesman ; it has 
spoiled the coronet of its lustre, and sunk the highest rank 
into contempt. 

It is satisfactory, however, to discover that matters are not 

growing worse. 

In the number of persons "summarily proceeded against" for 
divers offences, we find a steady decrease during the last three 
years in the numbers charged with " drunkenness " and being 
" drunk and disorderly," the respective figiu-es being 105,310, 
104,3G8, and 100,357, showing a diminution in the three years 
of nearly 5,000 cases per annum. In the total number of in- 
quests for 18G7, viz. 24,648, there is a decrease of 278, as com- 
pared with the number in the preceding year. In the verdicts 
of murder there is a decrease of 17, and of manslaughter 44, or 
19.7 per cent, foUowhig a decrease of 59, or 20.9 per cent, 
as compared with the number in 1865. Under " natural 
death," as compared with the numbers for 1866, there is a 
decrease of 51, or 13.6 per cent, in the verdicts "from ex- 
cessive drinking,'' following a decrease of 12 in 1866, as com- 
pared with the number in 1865. The number of persons 
committed or bailed for trial for indictable offences durins: the 
year, as shown in the police returns, was 19,416, and of these 
it may be calculated that about 14,562 (75 per cent being about 
the usual proportion) would be convicted. To this nmnber is to 
be added (in order to show the total number of convictions dur- 
ing the year) 335,359 summary convictions before the magis- 
trates (280,196 males and 55,163 females). A large proportion 
of these cases w^ere, it is true, for offences of a trifling character. 
They include, however, 74,288 csises of " drimkenness " and 
being "drunk and disorderly" (59,071 males and 15,217 
females), and 10,085 offences against the Licensed Victuallers' 
and Beer Acts, viz. 6,506 by beer-shop keepers (5,792 males 
and 714 females) ; 3,258 by licensed victuallers (2,944 males 
and 314 females); the remaining 321 (293 males and 28 
females) consisting of other offences under the above Acts. 
The total number of convictions for offences against the 
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Befreslunent Houses Act was 3,032, viz. 2,871 males and 
161 females. 

This as regards civilians and those over whom the police 
have control The army returns, however, are not so favor- 
able. 

The last annual report of Lieutenant-Colonel Henderson, 
R E., the Inspector-General of Military Prisons, reveals the 
startling fact that, " diuing four years, the committals for 
drunkenness have steadily increased as follows : 1863, 882 ; 
1864, 1,132 ; 1865, 1,801 ; 1866, 1,926. 

The Inspector-General observes that the explanation of this 
increase " is to be found in the fact that soldiers who formerly 
were summarily convicted and sentenced to short periods of 
imprisonment in regimental cells by their conmianding officers 
for dnmkenness are now tried by court-martial and sentenced 
to imprisonment in a military prison." But precisely the 
same explanation was given, in the report for the preceding 
year, of the increase of the committals in 1865 over those in 
1864. Therefore, however applicable this consideration might 
have been to a comparison with former periods when drunken- 
ness was not dealt with by court-martial, it totally fails to ac- 
count for the further increase which has occurred since the 
change was made. 

It must not be supposed that the 1,926 cases in the year 
1866 were cases of simple drunkenness, such as we see dis- 
posed of in the police courts by a fine of five shillings. The 
offence was " habitual drunkenness," of which there are sev- 
eral definitions in the military code ; but much the largest 
portion of the committals are for having been drunk *' for the 
fourth time within 365 days." In order, therefore, to form a 
just idea of the prevalence of this vice in the army, we must 
add to the cases brought before a court-martial the far more 
numerous instances in which the offenders are discovered less 
than four times a year, and are punished by their commanding 
officers, or in which they are not discovered at all. Drunken- 
ness is tlie vice of the army. The state of feeling which per- 
vaded society two generations ago still survives in the army. 
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That species of " good-fellowship," which is only another name 
for mutual indulgence in intoxicating drink, is still in the as- 
cendant in the most popular of English professions, and ftom. 
this vantage-ground it exercises an injurious influence oyer 
the moral condition of the entire community. 

The following order relative to the punishment of drunken- 
ness in the army, as directed by the Horse Guards, has just 
been published : — 

'^ First and second acts, admonition or confinement to bar- 
racks at the discretion of the commanding officer. For every 
subsequent act of drunkenness within three months of former 
act, 7 s, 6 d. ; if over three and within six months, 5 «. ; if 
over six and within nine months, 2 #. 6 d ; if over nine 
and within twelve months, company entry ; if over twelve 
months, to be treated as the first act. When the four pre- 
ceding acts have been committed in twelve months, 2«. 6d,' 
to be added to the foregoing amounts, and the maximum daily 
stoppage is to be 2 d,** 

Drink, strong drink, is responsible for very much of the 
misery that afflicts our social state ; but it is scarcely fair to 
much-abused Alcohol — a harmless spirit enough except when 
abused — to attribute to it all the ruin that flows fi-om the 
bottle and the public-house gin-tap. Alcohol has enough to 
answer for ; but there can be no doubt that for one victim to 
its intoxicating qualities, two might be reckoned who have 
" come to their death-bed " through the various deadly pois- 
ons it is the publican's custom to mix with his diluted liquors 
to give them a fictitious strength and fire* Let us here enu- 
merate a few of the ingredients with which the beernshop 
keeper re-brews his beer, and the publican " doctors ** his gin 
and rum and whiskey. 

As is well known, the most common way of adulterating 
beer is by means of cocculris tndtcus. This is known " in the 
trade" as "Indian berry," and Is the fruit of a plant that 
grows on the coast of Malabar. It is a small, kidney-shaped, 
rough, and black-looking berry, of a bitter taste, and of an 
intoxicating or poisonous quality. It is extensively used to 
increase the intoxicating properties of the liquor. 
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Fox-glove is a plant with large purple flowers, possessing an 
intensely bitter nauseous taste. It is a violent purgative and 
vomit ; produces languor, giddiness, and even death. It is a 
poison, and is used on account of the bitter and intoxicating 
qualities it imparts to the hquor among which it is mixed. 

Green copperas, a mineral substance obtained from iron^ is 
much used to give the porter a frothy top. The green cop- 
peras is supposed to give to porter in the pewter pot that 
peculiar flavor which drinkers say is not to be tasted when the 
liquor is served in glass. 

Hartshorn shavings are the horns of the common male deer 
rasped or scraped down. They are then boiled in the worts 
of ale, and give out a substance of a thickish nature like jelly, 
which is said to prevent intoxicating liquor from becoming 
sour. 

' Henbane, a plant of a poisonous nature, bearing a close re- 
semblance to the narcotic poison, opiimi. It produces intoxi- 
cation, delirium, nausea, vomiting, feverishness, and death, and 
appears chiefly to be used to increase the intoxicating proper- 
ties of intoxicating hquors ; or, in other words, to render them 
more likely to produce these effects in those who use these 
liquors. 

Jalap, the root of a sort of convolvulus, brought from the 
neighborhood of Xalapa, in Mexico, and so called Jalap. It is 
used as a powerful purgative in medicine. Its taste is exceed- 
ingly nauseous, and is of a sweetish bitterness. It is used to 
prevent the intoxicating liquor from turning sour ; and proba- 
bly to counteract the binding tendency of some of the other 
ingredients. 

Multum is a mixture of opium and other ingredients, used 
to increase the intoxicating qualities of the liquor. 

Nut-gaUs are excrescences produced by the attacks of a 
small insect on the tender shoots of a tree which grows in 
Asia, Syria, and Persia. They arc of a bitter taste, and are 
much used in dyeing. They are also used to color or fine the 
liquor. 

Nux vomica is the seed of a plant all parts of which are 
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of a bitter aiid poisonous nature. The seeds of this plant 
arc found in the fruit, which is about the size of an orange. 
The seeds are about an inch round and about a quarter of an 
mch thick. They have no smelL It is a violent narcotic acrid 
poison, and has been used very extensively in the manufacture 
of intoxicating ale, beer, and porter. 

Opium is the tliickened juice of the white poppy which 
grows most abundantly in India, though it also grows in 
Britain. It is the most destructive of narcotic poisons, and it 
is the most intoxicating. It has been most freely used in the 
manufacture of intoxicating liquors, because its very nature is 
to yield a larger quantity of intoxicating matter than any 
other vegetable. 

Oil of vitriol, or sulphuric acid, is a mineral poison of a 
biUTiing nature. In appearance it is oily and colorless, and 
has no smelL It is used to increase the heating qualities of 
liquor. 

Potash is made from vegetables mixed with quicklime, boiled 
down in pots and biunt, — the ashes remaining after the burn- 
ing being the potash. It is used to prevent the beer souring, 
or to change it if it has become sour. 

Quassia is the name of a tree which grows in America and 
the West Indies. Both the wood and the fruit are of an in- 
tensely bitter taste. It is used instead of hops to increase 
the bitter in the liquor. 

Wormwood is a plant or flower with downy leaves, and small 
round-headed floww^. The seed of this' plant has bitter and 
stimulating qualities, and is used to increase the exciting and 
intoxicating qualities of liquors. 

Yew tops, the produce of the yew-tree. The leaves are of 
an extremely poisonous nature, and so are the tops, or berries 
and seeds. It is used to increase the intoxicating properties 
of the liquors. 

The quantities of cocculus-indicus berries, as well as of 
black extract, brought into this country for adulterating malt 
liquors, are enormous. The berries in question are ostensibly 
destined for the use of tanners and dyers. Most of the articles 
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are transmitted to the consumer in their disguised state, or in 
such a form that their real nature cannot possibly be detected 
by the unwary. An extract, said to be innocent, sold in casks 
containing from half a cwt. to five cwt. by the brewers' drug- 
gists, under the name of " bittern," is composed of calcined 
sulphate of iron (copperas), extract of cocculus-indicus berries, 
extract of quassia and Spanish liquorice. This fraud consti- 
tutes by far the most censurable ofifence committed by unprin- 
cipled brewers. 

To both ale and porter an infusion of hops is added and 
in general porter is more highly hopped than ale. New ale 
and porter, which are free from acid, are named mild ; those 
which have been kept for some time, and ^ in which acid is 
developed, are called hard. Some prefer hard beer; and to 
suit this taste, the publicans are accustomed, when necessary, 
to convert mild beer into hard by a summary and simple pro- 
cess, to wit, the addition of sulphuric acid. Again, others 
prefer mild beer ; and the publicans, when their supply of 
this is low, and they have an abundance of old or bard beer, 
convert the latter into mild, by adding to it soda, potash, car- 
bonate of lime, &c. Various other adulterations are practised. 
The narcotic quality of hop is replaced by cocciilus indicus ; 
sweetness and color by liquorice (an innocent fraud) ; thick- 
ness by lint-seed ; a biting pungency by caraway-seed and 
cayenne pepper. Quassia is also said to be used, with the 
latter view. Treacle is likewise employed to give sweetness 
and consistency ; while to give beer a frothy surface, sulphate 
of iron and alum are had recourse to. Such is the wholesome 
beverage of which nine tenths of the English people daily 
partake ! 

Nor is the more aristocratic and expensive liquid that as- 
sumes the name of wine exempt from the " doctor's " manip- 
ulations. Mr. Cyrus Redding, in his evidence before a select 
committee, describes the mode by which wines are made by 
manufacturers in London. He stated that brandy cowl, — 
that is, washings of brandy-casks, — coloring, probably made 

of elderberries, logwood, salt-of-tartar, gum-dragon, tincture 
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of red Sanders or cudbear, were extensively used in preparing 
an article which sells as port. The entire export of port- 
wine is twenty thousand pipes, and yet sixty thousand, as 
given in evidence, are anually consumed in this country. As 
regards champagne, the same authority says : " In England 
champagno has been made from white and raw sugar, crystal- 
lized lemon or tartaric acid, water, home-made grape- wine, or 
perry, and French brandy. Cochineal or strawberries- have 
been added to imitate the pinks. Such a mixture at country 
balls or dinners passes off very well ; but no one in the habit 
of drinking the genuine wine can be deceived by the imposition. 
The bouquet of real champagne, which is so peculiar, it is re- 
I)eated, cannot be imitated, — it is a thing impossible. Acidity 
in wine was formerly corrected in this country by the addition 
of quicklime, which soon falls to the bottom of the cask. This 
fiimished a clew to Falstaff 's observation, that there was * lime 
in the sack,' which was a hit at the landlord, as much as to say 
his wine was little worth, having its acidity thus disguised. As 
to the substances used by various wine-doctors for flavoring 
wine, there seems to be no end of them. Vegetation has been 
exhausted, and the bowels of the earth ransacked, to supply 
trash for this quackery. Wines under the names of British 
madeira, port, and sherry are also made, the basis of which is 
pale salt, sugar-candy; French brandy and port-wine are 
added to favor the deception. So impudently and notoriously 
are the frauds avowed, that there are books published called 
Publicans^ Guides, and Licensed Victuallers^ Directors, in which 
the most infamous receipts imaginable are laid down to swindle 
their customers. The various docks on the Thames do not 
secure purchasers from the malpractices of dishonest dealers : 
in this many are deceived. It has been naturally, yet errone- 
ously, imagined that wine purchased in the docks must be a 
pure article. Malaga sherry is constantly shipped to England 
for the real sherry of Xeres, Figueras for port, and so on. 
Port-wine being sent from the place of its growth to Guernsey 
and Jersey, and there reshipped, with the original "quantity 
tripled for the English market, the docks are no security." 
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Professor C. A. Lee, of New York, informs us that "a cheap 
Madeira is made by extracting the oils from common whiskey, 
and passing it through carbon. There are immense establish- 
ments in this city where the whiskey is thus turned into wine. 
In some of those devoted to this branch of business, the 
whiskey is rolled in in the evening, but the wine goes out in 
the broad daylight, ready to defy the closest inspection. A 
grocer, after he had abandoned the nefarious traffic in adulter- 
ations, assured me that he had often piu'chased whiskey one 
day of a country merchant, and before he left town sold the 
same whiskey back to him turned into wine, at a profit of 
from four hundred to five hundred per cent. The trade in 
empty wine-casks in this city with the custom-house mark 
and certificate is immense ; the same casks being replenished 
again and again, and always accompanied by that infallible 
test of genuineness, the custom-house certificate. I have 
heard of a pipe being sold for twelve dollars. There is in the 
neighborhood of New York an extensive manufactory of wine- 
casks, which are made so closely to imitate the foreign as to 
deceive experienced dealers. The custom-house marks are 
easily counterfeited, and certificates are never wanting. " I 
have heard," said Dr. Lee, " dealers relate instances in which 
extensive stores were filled by these artificial wines ; and when 
merchants from the country asked for genuine wines, these 
have been sold them as such, assuring them there could be no 
doubt of their purity. It is believed," he observes, " that 
the annual importation of what is called port-wine into the 
United States far exceeds the whole annual produce of the 
Alto-Douro." 

Mr. James Forrester, an extensive grower of wines in the 
Alto-Douro and other districts of the north of Portugal, and 
another witness, stated that there was a mixture called jero- 
piga, composed of two thirds 'must,' or grape-juice, and one 
third brandy, and which brandy is about twenty per cent 
above British brandy-proof, used for bringing up character in 
ports. He further declared that sweetening-matter, in every 
variety, and elderberry dye, is administered for the purpose 
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of coloring it and giving it a body. Moreoyer, Mr. F(»TeBter 
testified that, by the present Portuguese law, no iOMophisticated 
port-icine is allowed to reach this country, " If any further 
coloring-matter be absolutely requisite by the speculator, — I 
would not suppose by the merchants (for the merchants gen- 
eraUy do not like, unless they are obliged, to sell Tery com- 
mon wines, and do not like to have recourse to these 
practices), — then the elderberry is, I believe, the only dye 
made use of in this country, and cods an enomums lot of 
money, ^ 

Dr. Munroe of Hull, the author of Tlie Physiological Action 
of Alcohol, and other scientific works, gives evidence as fol- 
lows of the danger attending the use of alcoholic drinks as 
medicine : — 

** I will relate a circumstance which occurred to me some 
years ago, the result of which made a deep imjMression on my 
mind. I was not then a teetotaler, — would that I had been ! 
— but I conscientiously, though erroneously, believed in. the 
health-restoring properties of stout A hard-working, indus- 
trious, God-fearing man, a teetotaler of some years' standing, 
suffering from an abscess in his hand, which had reduced him 
very much, applied to me for advice. I told him the only medi- 
cine he required was rest ; and to remedy the waste going on 
in his system, and to repair the damage done to his hand, he 
was to support himself with a bottle of stout daily. He re- 
plied, * I cannot take it, for I have been some years a teeto- 
taler.* * Well,' I said, * if you know better than the doctor, 
it is no use applying to me.' Believing, as I did then, that 
the drink would really be of service to him, I urged him to 
take the stout as a medicine, which would not interfere with 
his pledge. He looked anxiously in my face, evidently weigh- 
ing the matter over in his mind, and sorrowfully replied, 
* Doctor, I was a drunken man once ; I should not like to be 
one again.' 

" He was, much against his will, prevailed on to take the 
stout, and in time he recovered from his sickness. When he 
got well, I of course praised up the virtues of stout as a 
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• 

means of saving his life, for which he ought ever to be thank- 
taly and rather lectured him on being such a fanatic (that 's 
the word) as to refuse taking a bottle of stout daily to restore 
him to his former health. I lost sight of my patient for 
some months ; but I am sorry to say that on one fine sum- 
mer's day, when driving through one of our public thorough- 
fares, I saw a poor, miserable, ragged-looking man leaning 
against the door of a oonmion public-house, dnink, and in- 
capable of keeping an erect position. Even in his poverty, 
drunkenness, and misery, I discovered it was my teetotal 
patient whom I had, not so long ago, persuaded to break his 
pledge. I could not be mistaken. I had reason to know him 
well, for he had been a member of a Methodist chiu*ch ; an 
indefatigable Sunday-school teacher; a prayer-leader whose 
earnest appeal for the salvation of others I had ofbon listened 
to with pleasure and edification. I immediately went to the 
man, and was astonished to find the change which drink in 
BO short a time had worked in his appearance. With mani- 
fest surprise, and looking earnestly at the poor wretch, I 
said, * S- , is that you ? * With a staggering reel, and clip- 
ping his words, he answered : * Yes, it 's me. Look at me again. 
Don't you know me 1 ' * Yes, I know you,' I said, * and am 
grieved to see you in this drunken condition. I thought you 
were a teetotaler.' 

" With a peculiar grin upon his countenance, he answered, 
* I was before I took your medicine.' * I am sorry to see you 
disgracing yourself by such conduct. I am ashamed of you.' 
Rousing himself, as drunken people will at times, to extraor- 
dinary effort, he scoffingly replied, * Did n't you send me 
here for my medicine 1 ' and with a delirious kind of chuckle 
he hiccoughed out words I shall never forget. * Doctor, your 
medicine cured my body, but it damned my soul ! ' 

" Two or three of his boozing companions, hearing our con- 
versation, took him under their protection, and I left him. 
As I drove away, my heart was full of bitter reflections, that 
I had been the cause of ruining this man's prospects, not 
only of this world, Jbut of that which is to come. 
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^' Tou may rest assured I di4 not sleep much that night. 
The drunken aspect of that man haimted me, and I found 
myself weeping over the injury I had done him. I rose up 
early the next morning and went to his cottage, with its little 
garden in front, on the outskirts of the town, where I had 
often seen him with his wife and happy children playing 
about, but found to my sorrow that he had removed some 
time ago. At last, w^ith some difficulty, I found him located 
in a low neighborhood, not far distant from the pubhc-house 
he had patronized the day before. Here, in such a home as 
none but the drunkard could inhabit, I found him laid upon 
a bed of straw, feverish and prostrate from the previous day's 
debauch, abusing his wife because she could not get him some 
more drinL She, standing aloof with tears in her eyes, 
broken down with care and grief, her children dirty and 
clothed in rags, all friendless and steeped in poverty I What 
a wreck was there ! 

*^ Tiuned out of the church in which he was once an orna- 
ment, his religion sacrificed, his usefulness marred, his hopes 
of eternity blasted, now a poor dejected slave to his passion 
for drink, without mercy and without hope ! 

" I talked to him kindly, reasoned with him, succored him 
till he was well, and never lost sight of him or let him have 
any peace until he had signed the pledge again. 

" It took him some time to recover his place in the church ; 
but I have had the happiness of seeing him restored. He is 
now more than ever a devoted worker in the church ; and the 
cause of temperance is pleaded on all occasions. 

" Can you wonder, then, that I never order strong drink 
for a patient now ] " 

One of the most terrible results of hard drinking is that 
kind of insanity that takes the name of " delirium tremens " ; 
and its characteristic symptoms may be described as follows : 
Muscular tremors — more especially of the hands and of the 
tongue when protruded — along with complete sleeplessness, 
and delirium of a muttering, sight-seeing, bustling, abrupt, 
anxious, apprehensive kind. The afi^cted patient has not 
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the ability to follow out a train of thought, to explain fully 
an illusion or perverted sensation, or to perform any act 
correctly ; for he may be one moment rational and the next 
incoherent, now conscious of his real condition and of sur- 
rounding realities, and then again suddenly excited by the 
most ridiculous fancies, — principally of a spectral kind, — 
such as strange visitors in the shape of human beings, devils, 
cats, rats, snakes, &c. ; or by alarming occurrences, such as 
robberies, fires, pursuits for crimes, and the like. He is 
easily pleased and satisfied by gentleness and indulgence, and 
much fretted and agitated by restraint and opposition. The 
face is generally of a pale dirty color, and wearing an anxious 
expression ; eyes startled but lustreless, sometimes consider- 
ably suffused, and the pupils not contracted unless consider- 
able doses of opium have been administered, or very decided 
arachnitic symptoms have supervened ; skin warm and moist, 
often perspiring copiously; tongue sometimes loaded, but 
generally pale and moist, occasionally remarkably clean ; 
appetite small, but the patient will often take whatever is 
presented to him ; thirst by no means urgent, and seldom or 
never any craving for spirituous liquors ; urine scanty and 
high-colored, and, in some cases which Dr. Munroe (from whose 
volume this description is derived) tested, containing a large 
quantity of albumen,' which, however, disappears immediately 
after the paroxysm is over ; alviue evacuations bilious and 
offensive ; and the pulse generally ranges from 98 to 120, 
generally soft, but of various degrees of fulness and smallness, 
according to the strength of the patient and the stage of the 
affection. The precursory symptoms are by no means pecu- 
liar or pathognomonic, but common to many febrile affections, 
implicating the sensorium in the way of repeatedly disturbed 
and sleepless nights, with perhaps more of a hurried and 
agitated manner than usual for some days previously. The 
paroxysm which is distinguished by the phenomena above 
described — occurring with remarkable uniformity, indepen- 
dently of age and constitution — usually runs its course, if 
uncomplicated and properly treated, on the second or third 
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day, though sometimes earlier, and it seldom extends beyond 
the fifth day. It then terminates in a profoimd natural deep, 
which may continue for many hours, and from which, if it 
even lasts for six hours, the patient awakes weak and languid, 
but quite coherent. The casualties of the disease are con- 
vulsions or coma, which, if not immediately fatal, are apt to 
leave the sufferer a wreck for the remsdnder of life. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

ATTEMPTS TO ARREST IT. 

The PermissiTe Liquors Bill. — Its Advocates and tbeir Argnments. — 
The Drunkenness of the Nation. — Temperance Facts and Anecdotes. 
•» Why the Advocates of Total Abstinence do not make more Headway. 
— Moderate Drinking. — Hard Drinking. — The Mistake about Child- 
ish Petitioners. 

There has recently appeared on the temperanqe stage a set 
of well-meaning gentlemen, who, could they have their way, 
though they would sweep every public -house and beer-shop 
from the face of the land, are yet good-natured enough to 
meet objectors to their extreme views a ^ third " if not "half- 
way." Sir Wilfred Lawson is the acknowledged head and 
champion of the party, and its views on the all-important 
subject are summed up in a Permissive Prohibitory Liquor 
Bill. It may be mentioned that the said Bill was rejected in 
the House of Commons by a very large majority, and is there- 
fore for the present shelved. It stands, however, as an ex- 
pression of opinion on the part of eighty-seven members of 
Parliament, backed by 3,337 petitions, more or less numerously 
signed, from various parts of the kingdom, as to what should 
be done to check the advancing curse of drunkenness, and, as 
such, its merits may be here discussed. 

The Permissive Prohibitory Liquors Bill, as Sir Wilfred 
Lawson describes it, provides that no public-houses shall be 
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permitted in any district provided that two thirds of its popu- 
lation agree that they should be dispensed with. If there are 
thirty thousand lYihabitants of a parish, and twenty thousand 
of them should be of opinion that public-hQuses are a nuisance 
that should be abolished, the remaining ten thousand may 
grumble, but they must submit, and either go athirst or be- 
take themselves to an adjoining and more generous parish. 

Sir W. Lawson, in moving the second reading of his 
Bill, said "that no statistics were needed to convince the 
House of Commons of the amount of drunkenness, and con- 
sequent poverty and crime, existing in this country ; and even 
if here and there drunkenness might be diminishing, that did 
not aflfect his argument, which rested upon the fact that 
drunkenness in itself was a fertile and admitted source of evil. 
The Bill was called a * Permissive Bill ' ; but had the rules of 
the House permitted, it might with truth be called a Bill for 
the Repression of Pauperism and of Crime. The measure 
was no doubt unpopular in the House, but it was a consola- 
tion to him that, although honorable members differed in 
opinion as to the efficacy of the remedy proposed, they all 
sympathized with the object its promoters had in view. The 
trouble to which he feared honorable members had been put 
during the last few days in presenting petitions and answering 
letters showed the depth and intensity of the interest taken 
in the question out of doors. No less than 3,337 petitions 
had been presented in favor of the Bill. It would be remem- 
bered that in the Parliament before last a bill similar in its 
character had been defeated by an overwhelming majority, all 
the prominent speakers in opposition to it at that time de- 
claring that they based their hopes as to the diminution of 
drunkenness upon the spread of education. He agreed in 
that opinion, but the education to be successful must be of 
the right sort ; and while an army of schoolmasters and 
clergymen were engaged in teaching the people what was 
good, their efforts he feared were greatly counteracted by that 
other army of 150,000 publicans and beer-sellers encouraging 
the people to drinking habits. All these dealers in drink had 

Q 
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been licensed and commissioned by the government, and were 
paid by results ; they had consequently a direct pecuniary m- 
terest in promoting the consumption of as large an amount of 
drink as possible. Naturally, if a man entered into a trade, 
he wished to do as large a trade as possible ; and he had 
always felt that the advocates of temperance did more harm 
than good in using hard language against the beer-sellers, 
when it was the law which enabled them to engage in the 
trade, which was primarily responsible for the residf 

The honorable member explained that the Bill did not in 
any way interfere with or touch the iieensing system as at 
present existing ; where it was the wish of the inhabitants 
that licenses should be granted, licenses would continue to be 
granted as at present. But what the measure sought to do 
was to empower the inhabitants of a neighborhood, or the 
great majority of them, to vote within that neighborhood the 
granting of any licenses at all, — to crystallize public opinion, 
as it were, into law. The first objection that had been taken 
to the measure was, that it would be impossible to carry out 
prohibition in England ; but why should that be impossible 
in this country which had been successfully ca^ed out in 
America, in Canada, and in Nova Scotia 1 All he had to say 
upon the revenue question was, that no amount of revenue to 
be derived from the sale of intoxicating drinks should be al- 
lowed for a moment to weigh against the general welfare of 
the people ; and that if the present Bill were passed, such a 
mass of wealth would acciunulate in the pockets of the people, 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer would meet with no 
diflBculty in obtaining ample funds for carrying on the govern- 
ment of the country. It was further objected that great in- 
convenience would be inflicted upon the mincwity by the opera- 
tion of the Bill ; but there again the balance of advantage 
and disadvantage must be looked at, and the convenience of 
the few should not be allowed to counterbalance the benefit 
that would be conferred upon the great mass of the people. 
Then it was said that every year there would be a great fig^t 
upon the question.; but was not an annual moral contest bet- 
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ter than nightly physical conflicts at the doors of the public- 
houses ) The movement in favor of prohibiting the sale of 
liquor had proceeded from the poor, and it had been supported 
by what he might call the i^stocracy of the working classes. 
He asked the House whether it would not be wise, when the 
future of this country must be in the hands of the working 
classes, to pay some attention to their demand for a straight- 
forward measure of this sort, which was intended to put an 
end to an acknowledged evil of great magnitude. 

" What," says the TimeSy when commenting on Sir Wilfred 
Lawson's ailment, " would it matter to Sir Wilfred Lawson, 
or to any of the gentlemen who figure on the temperance 
platform, if all the public-houses of their districts were closed 
to-morrow 1 Their own personal comfort would be in no way 
affected ; not one of them probably enters a public-house, ex- 
cept at canvassing times, from one year's end to another. 
(But it would matter a great deal to those humbler and poorer 
classes of the population who make daily use of the public- 
house. If it were closed, their comfort would be most mate- 
rially affected. A lai^ proportion of them use strong liquor 
without abusing it, and have therefore as much right to it, 
both legal and moral, as they have to their meat or clothes. 
Many of them could not get through the work by which they 
gain their own and their children's bread without it ; and their 
only means of procuring it is provided by the present public- 
house system. They have not usually capital enough to lay 
in for themselves a stock of liquor ; and even if they had, 
this plan would be not only wasteful and inconvenient, but 
would tempt them to commit the very crime which it was 
employed to avoid. They find it both cheaper and more com- 
fortable to get their liquor in small quantities as they want it, 
and they can only do this at a public-house. Besides, it 
should not be forgotten, — though well-to-do reformers are 
very apt, from their inexperience, to forget it, — that to many 
of these poor people, living in overcrowded, ill-ventilated, ill- 
lighted rooms, the public- house is the only place in which 
they can enjoy a quiet evening in pleasant, and perhaps in- 



260 • THE SEVEN CURSES OF LONDON- 

stnictive^ intercourse with their neighbors after a hard day's 
work. To drive them from this genial place of resort would 
be in some cases almost as great a hardship as it would be to 
the rich man to turn him out of both private house and club. 
We shall perhaps be told that all this may be true, but that 
the question reduces itself to a choice of evils, and that, on 
the whole, much more misery results to the poorer classes 
from the use of the public-house than would result if they 
were deprived of it. But even if we grant this for the sake 
of argument, it seems to us strangely ui^just to debar one 
man forcibly from a privilege at once pleasant and profitable 
to him, simply because another abuses it. The injustice, too, 
is greatly heightened by the fact that those who take the 
most prominent and influential part in debarring him feel 
nothing of the suffering they inflict.!!/ 

Following Sir Wilfred Lawson in the House of Commons 
came Mr. Besley, who declared that something like one him- 
dred millions sterling was annually expended in this country 
in intoxicating drinks ; and in our prisons, our lunatic asy- 
lums, and our workhouses, large niunbers of the victims of 
intemperate indulgence in those drinks were always to be 
found. Mr. Besley believed that the present mode of restrict- 
ing the sale of liquors was anything but a satisfactory one. 
In this respect the people would be the best judges of their 
own wants, — of what their own families and their own neigh- 
borhoods required ; and he believed that if the decision was 
placed in their hands, as it would be by this Bill, the evils of 
intoxication would be very much mitigated. He did not en- 
tertain the hope that we should ever make people sober by 
Act of Parliament, but he did believe that it was in the 
power of the legislature to diminish the evil to a very great 
extent. Supposing the expenditure on intoxicating drinks 
were reduced one half, how usefully might not the fifty mil- 
lions thus saved be employed in the interests of the poor 
themselves ! He believed that dwellings for the poor would 
be among the first works undertaken with that money. For 
fifty millions they might erect 250,000 dwellings, costing 
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£ 200 each, and this was an expenditure which would cause 
an increased demand for labor in a variety of trades. 

I cannot do better than wind up these brief extracts by re- 
producing the loudly applauded objections of the Home Sec- 
retary, Mr. Bruce, to the Permissive Prohibitory Liquor Bill : — 

" The most complete remedy for drunkenness was to be 
found in the cultivation among the people of a better appre- 
ciation of their own interests, rather than in legislation. This 
had undoubtedly been the cause of the almost complete dis- 
appearance of drunkenness among the upper classes, coupled 
with an increased desire for and consequent supply of intel- 
lectual amusement among them. But, although education in 
its largest sense was the true remedy for drunkenness, there 
was no reason against the introduction of repressive or pre- 
ventive measures in behalf of those in our manufacturing dis- 
tricts, especially that large class irregularly employed and 
often oscillating between starvation and occasional well-doing, 
to whom drunkenness was a refuge' from despair. The ques- 
tion was. In whom should the power of restriction be reposed 1 
Some thought in the resident rate-payers, others in the magis- 
trates, and others in a body elected for the purpose. He 
could not say which proposal should bo adopted, but confessed 
that there was some reason in the demand that the number 
of public-houses should be uniformly regulated according to 
the population. He had been asked whether he would imder- 
take to deal with the matter. To deal with the matter in the 
manner proposed by the honorable baronet would at once de- 
prive some portion of the people of means of enjoyment, and 
the owners of public-houses of their property. That would 
be a proceeding unnecessary and unjust, because, although the 
admitted evils of drunkenness were very grievous, there was 
no doubt that public-houses, especially when well managed, 
really did furnish to a large portion of the people a means of 
social comfort and enjojnnent. His objection to the Bill was, 
that it would not only cause a great deal of disturbance in 
many parts of the country, but would almost inevitably cause 
riot. Certainly the rigorous treatment proposed by the Bill 
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was unsuited to people whose only pleasures were sensuotis. 
The honorable member proposed that a majority of two thirds 
of the rate-payers of a borough should be able to put the 
Bill in operation ; but in this proposal he ignored a large pro- 
portion of those most interested. Two thirds of the rate- 
payers left much more than one third of the population oh 
the other side, and the more important portion of the popula- 
tion as regards this matter, because it was made up in a great 
measure by those who lived in all the discomfort of lodgings. 
Again, it was suggested that the settlement of the question 
might in each case be left to a majority of the population ; 
but here, again, it might be said that the question would prob- 
ably be decided by a majority of persons least interested in 
the question, — interested, that was, only as r^ards peace 
and order, and careless how &r the humbler classes of society 
were deprived of their pleasure. What the legislature had 
to do was, not to deprive the people of means of innocent 
enjoyment, but to prevent that means being used to foster 
crime and gross self-indulgence.'* 

However much one might feel disposed, in the main, to agree 
with Sir Wilfred Lawson and his colleagues, it is not easy to 
grant him the position he assumes at the commencement of 
his argument, that " statistics are unnecessary." It is a sin- 
gular fact, and one that every one taking an interest in the 
great and important question of the drunkenness of the na- 
tion must have noticed, that amongst the advocates of total- 
abstinence principles "statistics" invariably are r^arded as 
"unnecessary." This undoubtedly is a grave mistake, and 
one more likely than any other to cast a deeper shade of dis- 
trust over the minds of doubters. It would seem either that 
the great evil in question is so difficult of access in its various 
ramifications as to defy the efforts of the statistician, or else 
that total abstainers, as a body, are imbued with the convic- 
tion that the disasters arising from the consumption of intox- 
icating drinks are so enormous, and wide-spread, and univer- 
sally acknowledged, that it would be a mere waste of time to 
bring forward figures in proof. Perhaps, again, the drunkard is 
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such a very imsavory subject, that the upright water-drinker, 
pure alike in mind and body, has a repugnance to so close a 
handling of him. If this last farms any part of the reason 
why the question of beer-drinking v, water-drinking should 
not be laid before us as fairly and fully as two and two can 
make it, the objectors may be referred to social subjects of a 
much more repulsiye kind, concerning which many noble and 
large-hearted gentlemen coiurageously busy themselves, and 
studiously inquire into, with a view to representing them ex- 
actly as they are discovered. In proof of this, the reader is 
referred to the sections of this book that are devoted to the 
consideration of Professional Thieves and of Fallen Women. 

There can be no question that, in a matter that so nearly 
affects the domestic economy of a people, statistics are not 
only necessary but indispensable. No man's word should be 
taken for granted, where so much that is important is in- 
volved. The man may be mistaken ; but there is no getting 
away from figures. A man, in his righteous enthusiasm, may 
exaggerate even, but a square old-fashioned 4 can never be 
exaggerated into a 5, or a positive 1 be so twisted by plausi- 
ble argument as to falsely represent 2. Yet, somehow, those 
who urge even so complete a revolution in the ancient and 
sociable habit of drinking as to make it dependent on the will 
of Brown and Robinson whether their neighbor Jones shall 
partake of a pint of beer out of the publican's bright pewter, 
afford us no figures in support of their extreme views. 

Nor is this deficiency observable only in those unaccus- 
tomed persons who mount the platform to make verbal state- 
ments, and with whom the handling of large and complicated 
numbers might be found inconvenient. Practised writers on 
teetotalism exhibit the same carelessness. I have before me 
at the present moment a goodly number of total-abstinence 
volumes, but not one furnishes the desired information. 
Among my books I find, first, John Gough's Orations ; but 
that able and fervent man, although he quotes by the score 
instances and examples that are enough to freeze the blood 
and make the hair stand on end of the horrors that arise from 
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indulgence in alcoholic drinks, deals not in statistics. Dr. 
James Miller writes an excellent treatise on alcohol and its 
power ; but he deals in generalities, and not in facts that fig- 
lures authenticate. Here is a volume containing a TJum&and 
Temperan4:e Facts and Anecdotes ; but in the whole thousand, 
not one of either tells us of how manj customers, on a certain 
evening, visited a single and well-uSed publio-house, went in 
sober, and came out palpably drunk. It would be coming to 
the point, if such information — quite easy to obtain — was 
set before us. Lastly, I have the Temperance Cyclopaedia, 
Now, I thought, I am sure, in some shape or another, to find 
here what I seek ; but I searched in vain. The volume in 
question is a bulky volume, and contains about seven himdred 
pages, in small close type. In it you may read all about the 
physical nature of intemperance, and the intellectual nature 
of intemperance, and of the diseases produced by the use of 
alcohol, and of the progress of intemperance amongst the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans, together with the history and ori- 
gin of the teetotal cause in America ; but as to the number 
of drunkards brought before the magistrates and fined, or of 
the number of crimes shown at the time of trial to have been 
committed through drunkenness, the Cydoposdia is dumb. 
This last is an oversight the more to be deplored because we 
very well know that if the said numbers were exhibited, they 
would make a very startling display. It may be urged that, 
since we already have the testimony of magistrates, and jail- 
governors, and judges, of the enormous amount of crime that 
is attributable to strong drinks, it is unreasonable to ask for 
more ; but this objection may be fairly met by the answer, 
that magistrates themselves, even when discussing the tem- 
perance question, occasionally make unreasonable remarks; 
as did a metropolitan magistrate the other day, who in open 
court declared, that " if publicans were compelled to shut up 
their shops, there would be no further use for his." He must 
have known better. If it were as the worthy magistrate 
stated, it was equivalent to saying that teetotalers never ap- 
peared at his bar ; but I think that he would hardly have 
ventured to that length. 
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in my belief^ it is the tremendous steam and efTervescence 
of language indulged in by the advocates of total abstinence 
that keeps them from making more headway. The facts they 
give uSy like ihe drunkard's grog, are generally ''hot and 
strong/' though with tfery little of the sugar of forbearance. 
I find, for instance, in the temperance records before me, fre- 
quent allusion to the great number of drunkards who nightly 
are thrown out at the doors of public-houses where they have 
been passing the eyening, and left to wallow in the kennel. 
Not only do we read of this in books, we have it from the 
mouths of preachers in the pulpit, and speakers on public 
platforms and in temperance lecture-halls. But I venture to 
declare that whoever believes anything of the kind believes 
what is not true. Every man has a right to speak according 
to his experience, and I speak from mine. I think that I may 
lay claim to as extensive a knowledge of the ways of London 
' — especially the by and ugly ways — as almost any man; 
and I oan podtively say that it has never once been my lot 
to witness the throwing ('' throwing " is the expression) of a 
man fix>m a public-house door, followed by his helpless wal- 
lowing in the kennel. What is more, it was by no means 
necessary for me to witness such a hideous and disgusting 
spectacle to convince me of the evils of intemperance, and of 
how necessary it was to reform the existing laws as applying 
'to the reckless granting of licenses in certain neighborhoods. 
Jt is quite enough, more than enough, to satisfy me of what 
a terrible curse a bestial indulgence in gin and beer is, when 
I see a human creature turned helpless from the public-house, 
and left to stagger home as he best may. To my eyes he is 
then no better than a pig ; and if he took to wallowing in the 
gutter, it would be no more than one might expect ; but he 
does not " wallow in the gutter " ; and it is not necessary to 
picture him in that wretched predicament in order to bring 
home to the decent mind how teiTible a bane strong drink is, 
or to shock the man already inclined to inebriation into at 
once rushing off to a teetotal club and signing the pledge. 
• And now I must be permitted to remark that no man more 

12 
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than myself can have a higher appreciation of the efforts of 
those who make it the duty of their lives to mitigate the curse 
of drunkenness. What vexes me is, the wrong-headed, and 
not unfrcqiiently the weak and ineffectual, way in which they 
set about it. As I view the matter, the object of the preach- 
er of total abstinence is not so much the reclamation of the 
drunkard already steeped and sodden, as the deterring from 
reckless indulgence those who are not averse to stimulative 
liquors, but are by no means drunkards. Therefore they ap- 
peal as a rule to men who are in the enjoyment of their 
sober senses, and in a condition to weigh with a steady mind 
the argiunents that are brought forward to induce them to 
abandon alcoholic stimulapts altogether. Now, it must be 
plain to these latter, — soimd-headed men who drink beer, 
not because they are anxious to experience the peculiar sensa- 
tions of intoxication, but bec&use they conscientiously believe 
that they are the better for drinking it, — it must be evident 
to these that teetotal triumphs, exhibited in the shape of 
converted drunkards, are at best but shallow affairs. " Any 
port in a storm," is the wrecked mariner's motto ; and no doubt 
the wretched drunkard, with his poor gin-rotted liver, and 
his palsied limbs, and his failing brain, with perhaps a touch 
of delirium tremens to spiu* him on, might be glad indeed to 
escape to a teetotal harbor of refuge ; and it is not to be won- 
dered at if, reclaimed from the life of a beast and restored to 
himianity, he rejoices and is anxious to publish aloud the glad 
story of his redemption. As a means of convincing the work- 
ingman of the wrong he commits in drinking a pint of four- 
penny, the upholder of total-abstinence principles delights to 
bring forth his " brand from the burning," — the reclaimed 
drunkard, — and gets him, with a glibness that repetition 
insin-es, to detail the particulars of his previous horrible exist- 
ence, — how he drank, how he swore, how he blasphemed, 
how he broke up his home, and brutally ill-treated his wife 
and children. All this, that he may presently arrive at the 
climax, and say : " This I have been, and tiow look at me ! 
I have a black coat instead of a ragged fustian jacket ; my 
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shirt-collar is whiter and more rigid in its purity even than 
your own. See what teetotalism has done for me, and adopt 
the course I adopted and sign the pledge." 

To which the indulger in moderate and honest fourpenny 
replies : " I see exactly what teetotalism has done for you, 
and you can't be too grateful for it ; but there is no demand 
for it to do so much for me. If I was afire as you say that 
you once were, and blazing in the consuming flames of drunken- 
ness, — to use your own powerful language, — no doubt I 
should be as glad as you were to leap into the first water-tank 
that presented itself. But I am not blazing and consuming. 
I am no more than comfortably warm under the influence of 
the pint of beer I have just partaken of; and though I am 
glad indeed to see you in the tank, if you have no objection I 
will for the present keep outside ^of it." 

Again, from the tone adopted by certain total-abstinence 
professors, people who are compelled to take such matters on 
hearsay — the very people, by the way, who would be most 
likely, " for his good," to join the majority of two thirds that 
is to shut up taverns — would be made to believe that those 
w^ho frequent the public-house are drunkards as a rule ; that 
though occasionally a few, who have not at present dipped 
very deep in the hideous vice, may be discovered in the par- 
lor and the tap-room bemusing themselves over their beer, the 
tavern is essentially the resort of the man whose deliberate 
aim and intention is to drink until he is tipsy, and who docs 
do so. The moderate man — the individual who is in the 
habit of adjourning to the decent tavern parlor, which is his 
" club," to pass away an hour before supper-time with a pipe 
and a pint of ale and harmless chat with his friends — is 
well aware of this exaggerated view of his doings ; and it is 
hardly calculated to soften his heart towards those who would 
" reform " him, or incline him to listen with any amount of 
patience to their arguments. He feels indignant, knowing 
the imputation to be untrue. He is not a drunkard, and he 
has no sympathy with drunkards. Nay, he would be as 
forward as his teetotal detractor, and quite as earnest, in per- 
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Buading the wretched reckless awiller of beer and gin to 
renounce hU bestial habit. It is a pitj that so much misun- 
derstanding and mi8repre8entati'>n should exist on so impor- 
tant a feature of the matter in debate, when, with so little 
trouble, it might be set at rest. If public-houses are an evil, 
it must be mainly because the indolent and the sensual resort 
thither habitually for convenience of drinking until they are 
drunk. Is this so ? I have no hesitation in saying that in 
the vast m^ority of cases it is not. The question might easi- 
ly be brought to the test ; and why has it not been done ] 
Let a hundred public-houses in the metropolis be selected at 
random, and as many impartial and trustworthy men be 
deputed to keep watch on the said pubhc-houses every night 
for a week. Let them make note particularly of those who 
are not dram-drinkers, but who go to the public-house for the 
purpose of passing an hour or so there; let them mark their 
demeanor when they enter and again when they emerge ; and I 
have no doubt that, by a large majority, the workingman in 
search simply of an hour's evening amusement and sociable 
society will be acquitted of anything approaching sottishness, 
or such an inclination towards' mere tipsiness even, as calls 
for the intervention of the legislature. 

And now, while we are on the subject of statistics, and the 
peculiar influences it is the custom of the total abstainer to 
bring to bear against his erring brother the moderate drinker, 
I may mention what appears to me the highly objectionable 
practice of enlisting the co-operation of boys and girls — mere 
little children — in the^ interest of their cause. In the par-, 
liamentary discussion on the Permissive Prohibitory Liquor 
Bill, Colonel Jervis remarked, on the subject of the 3,337 
petitions that were presented in its support : " I do not know 
whether the petitions that have been presented in its favor are 
properly signed ; but certainly I have seen attached to one of 
those petitions which come from my neighborhood names that 
I do not recognize. The signatures might, perhaps, be those of 
Sunday-school children; bu,t I do not think that petitions from 
children should carry a Bill of this kind." Were it any other 
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business but teetotal business, one might feel disposed to pass 
by as meaningless the hint conveyed in Colonel Jervis's words. 
None but those, however, who are conversant with the strange 
methods total abstainers will adopt to gain their ends will be 
inclined to attach some weight to them. The children are 'a 
weapon of great strength in the hands of the teetotal. Almost 
as soon as they b^n to lisp, they are taught sentences con- 
demnatory of the evils that arise from an indulgence in strong 
drink ; as soon as they are able to write, their names appesfr 
on the voluminous roll of total abstainers. At their feasts and 
picnics they carry banners, on which is inscribed their de- 
termination to refrain from what they have never tasted ; and 
over their sandwiches Tommy Tucker, in his first breeches, 
pledges -Groody Twoshoes in a glass from the crystal spring, 
and expresses his intention of dying as he has lived, — a total 
abstainer. I am not a bachelor, but a man long married, and 
with a " troop of little children at my knee," as numerous, 
perhaps, as that which gathered about that of '' John Brown," 
immortalized in song. But I must confess that I do chafe 
against children of a teetotal tendency one occasionally is 
introduced to. I have before made allusion to a recently 
published volume entitled A Thcmsand Temperance Facts and 
Anecdotes. This is the title given on the cover ; the title- 
page, however, more liberally reveals the nature of its con- 
tents. Thereon is inscribed, "One Thousand Temperance 
Anecdotes, Facts, Jokes, Riddles, Puns, and Smart Sayings ; 
suitable for Speakers, Penny Readings, Recitations, &c." 
And, to be sure, it is. not in the least objectionable that the 
teetotaler should have his " comic reciter " ; nor can there be 
a question as to the possibility of being as funny, as hilarious 
even, over a cup of wholesome, harmless tea as over the grog- 
glass. But I very much doubt if any but total abstainera 
could appreciate some of the witticisms that, according to 
the book in question, occasionally issue from the mouths of 
babes and sucklings. Here is a sample : — 

" A Child's Acumen. — * Pa, does wine make a beast of a 
manl' 
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" * Pshaw, child, only once in a while ! ' 

" ' Is that the reason why Mr. Goggins has on his sign, 
•— Entertainment for man and beast ) ' 

" ' Nonsense, child, what makes you ask 1 ' 

*^ * Because ma says that last night you went to Grog- 
gins's a many and came back a beatt / and that he entertained 
you.' 

" * That 's mother's nonsense, dear ! Run out and play ; 
papa's head aches ! ' " 

I may have a preposterous aversion to a deTelopment of 
cuteuess of a certain sort in children, but I must confess that 
it would not have pained me much had the above brilliant 
little anecdote concluded with a reference to something else 
being made to ache besides papa's head. 

Again : ** Two little boys attended a temperance meeting at 
Otley in Yorkshire, and signed a pledge that they should not 
touch nor give strong drink to any one. On gmng home, 
their father ordered them to fetch some ale, and gave them a 
can for the purpose. They obeyed ; but after getting the ale 
neither of them felt inclined to carry it ; so they puzzled 
themselves as to what they could do. At last they hit 
iipon an expedient. A long brootia-handle was procured, and 
slinging the can on this, each took one end of the broom- 
handle, and so conveyed the liquor home without spilling 
it" 

One really cannot see what moral lesson is to be deduced 
from these two ** funny " teetotal stories, unless it is intended 
to show that, from the lofty eminence of total abstinence, a 
child may with impunity look down upon and "chaff" and 
despise his beer-drinking parent. It would rather seem that 
too early an indulgence in teetotal principles is apt to have 
an effect on the childish mind quite the reverse of humaniz- 
ing. Here is still another instance quoted from the *' smart- 
saying " pages : — 

" Two poor little children attending a school in America, at 
some distance from their home, were shunned by the others 
because their father was a drunkard. The remainder at din- 
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ner-time went into the playground and ate their dinner ; but 
the poor twins could only look on. If they approached near 
those who were eating, the latter would' say, * You go away; 
yoiur father is a drunkard.' But they were soon taught to 
behave otherwise ; and then it was gratifying to see how deli- 
cate they were in their attention to the two little unfortu- 
nates." 

If such contemptible twaddle enters very largely into the 
educational nourishment provided for the young abstainer, we 
may tremble for the next generation of our beer-imbibing 
species. It appears, moreover, that those doughty juveniles, 
when they are well trained, will fearlessly tackle the enemy, 
alcohol, even when he- is found fortified within an adult being; 
and very often with an amount of success that seems almost 
incredible. However, the veracious little book of temperance 
anecdotes vouches for it, and no more can be said. Here fol- 
lowing is an aflfecting instance of how, " once upon a time," 
a band of small teetotal female infants were the means of 
converting from the error of his ways a full-blown drunk- 
ard : — 

" We used to furnish little boys and girls with pledge-books 
and pencils, and, thus equipped, they got us numerous signa- 
tures. A man was leaning, much intoxicated, against a tree. 
Some Httle girls coming from school saw him there, and at 
once said to each other, * What shall we do for him % ' Pres- 
ently one said, *0, I '11 tell you : let 's sing him a temperance 
song.' And so they did. They collected round him, and 
struck up, *Away, away with the bowl!' And so on, in 
beautiful tones. The poor drunkard liked it, and so would you. 

* Sing again, my little girls,' said he. ' We will,' said they, 

* if you will sign the temperance pledge.' ' No, no,' said he, 

* we are not at a temperance meeting ; besides, you 've no 
pledges with you.' * Yes, we have, and pencils too ' ; and they 
held them up to him. * No, no, I won't sign now ; but do 
sing to me ! ' So they sang again, * The drink that 's in the 
drunkard's bowl is not the drink for me.' * 0, do sing again !' 
he said. But they were firm this time, and declared they 
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would go away if he did not sign. ' But/ said the poor fel- 
low, striving to find an excuse, * you We no table. How can I 
write without a tablet' At this one quiet, modest, pretty 
little creature came up timidly, with one finger oa her lips, 
and said, * You can write upon your hat, while we hold it for 
you.' The man signed ; and he narrated these &cts before 
1,500 children, saying, * Thank God for those children I — 
they came to me as messengers of mercy.* " 

It is to be hoped this affecting, not to say romantic, episode 
in the history of " conversions," will not be so lightly read 
that its chief beauties will be missed. It presents a picture full 
of the loveliest " bits ** that to be thoroughly enjoyed (diould 
be lingered over. First of all, let us take Hie drunkard^ too 
" far gone " for locomotion, leaning " against a tree." Leaning 
against a tree, with an idiotic leer on his flushed and tipsy 
face, and maybe trying to recall to his bemuddled memory 
the burden of the drinking-song that he recently heard and 
participated in in the parlor of the viUage alehouse. " What 
shall we do with him 1 " '' 0, I '11 tell you : let us sing him a 
temperance song." There you have a prime bit of the picture 
complete. The sot with his back to the tree, the swaying 
green boughs of which have tilted his battered hat over his 
left eye, and the band of little girls gathered in a semicircle 
about him, and rousing him to consciousness by the first thril- 
ling note of ** Away, away with the bowl ! " The words sound 
as though they would go best with a hunting-tune,, a sort of 
"Heigh-ho, tantivy!" and one can imagine the intoxicated 
one first of all mistaking it for that roistering melody, and 
gently snapping his thumbs at it, he being for the present 
somewhat hampered as r^ards his vocal abilities. One can 
imagine him chuckling tipsily and snapping his thumbs, — 
feebler and still more feeble as he discovers his error. It is 
not a hunting-song ; it is a temperance ditty of the first, the 
purest water! His heart is touched. His now disengaged 
thumbs seek the comers of his eyes, and the scalding tears 
steal shimmering down his red-hot nose! "Sing — sing it 
again ! " he gasps. But no ; the artless chanters have gained 
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a ptep, and they mean to retain it. ** Not till you sign the 
pledge," say they. Howeyer, he begs so hard that they con- 
of»de to the extent of a yerse and a half. Still he is obdurate : 

1 ^ 

but he gradually yields, till, driven into a comer, he falters, 
" Bat you have no table." Then comes the crowning triumph 
of the picture, — the incident of the hat. "You can write 
upon your hat, — we will hold it for you." And the deed was 
done ! 

The same vohune reveals another story of so similar a kind 
that it would almost seem that the children of the first story 
had confided their miraculous experience to' the children of 
the second story. 

"A CBYSTAir-PALACE INCIDENT. — The following pleasing 
incident was related to me by a youthful member oiF the choir, 
at the recent Crystal TalsLcefHe, It seems that some of the 
young choristers were amusing themselves in the grounds, and 
saw a poor man lying on the grass partially intoxicated. 
Their medals attracted his attention, and he began to dispute 
the motto, *Wine is a mocker.' This led to conversation, 
and the children endeavored to induce him to become an ab- 
stainer, and sang several melodies. One of the conductors 
was also present. The man seemed much affected during the 
singing, and cried, my young informant said, until he was 
quite sober. He confessed that he had once been a teetotaler 
for three years, during which time he had been much benefit- 
ed ; but had Broken his pledge through the influence of his 
companions. However, he "was happily prevailed upon to 
sign again, and to put down his name in a pledge-book at 
hand, and before they separated he thanked the young people 
heartily, saying, *• I did not come here expecting to sign the 
pledge. " I shall now be able to go home to my wife and chil- 
dren and tell them ; and to-morrow I shall be able to go to 
my work, instead of being at the public-house.' What a 
blessing it may prove to that wife and family should the poor 
man keep to his resolution ! Let no child despair of doing 
something towards reclaiming the drunkard, but let all en- 
deavor, by loving, gentle persuasion whenever opportimity 

12* K 
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offers, to help to make the wretched drunkard blessed by liv^ 
ing soberly." 

I should be sorry indeed to ** make fim ^ of any attempt 
earnestly and heartily made by any one for a fellow-creature's 
good, but really there is so much that is of questionable 
sincerity in such effusions as those above quoted, that one 
feels by no means sure it is not intended as a joke. Just, 
for instance, take that one feature of the drunkard " lying on 
the grass," and " crying himself sober," while, led by their 
conductor, the youthful members of the choir sang him all 
the songs they knew ! Such a scene would make the fortime 
of a fiurce with Mr. Toole to play the tipsy man. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

"advbbtising tipstbbs" and "betting oom- 

missionebs." 

The Vice of Gambling on the Increase among the Working Classes. — 
Sporting "Specs."— A " Modus." — Turf Discoveries. — Welshers. 
— The Yennin of the Betting-Field. — Their Tactics. — The Road to 
Ruin. 

Thebe can be no doubt that the vice of gambling is on the 
increase amongst the English working classes. Of this no 
better proof is aflforded than in the modem multiplication of 
those newspapers specially devoted to matters "sportive." 
Twenty years ago there were but three or four sporting 
newspapers published in London ; now there are more than a 
dozen. It would, however, be imfair to regard the rapid 
growth of these questionable prints as an imdoubted symptom 
of the deepening depravity of the masses. The fact is this : 
that though the national passion for gambling, for betting, 
and wagering, and the excitement of seeing this or that 
" event " decided, has increased of late, it is chiefly because 
the people have much more leisure now than of yore. They 
must have amusement for their disengaged hours, and they 
naturally seek that for which they have the greatest liking. 

It is a t5omforting reflection, however, that in their sports 
and p*»«<-/fines Englishmen, and especially Londoners, of the 
P^^i - generation, are less barbarous than those of the last. 
S^ing horse-racing aside, any one who now takes up for 
perusal the ordinary penny sporting paper will find therein 
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nothing more repugnant to his Bensibilities, as regards hiunan 
performers, than records of swimmings and cricket, and run- 
ning, and walking, and leaping; and as regards foiu'-footed 
creatures, the discourse will be of dogs *' coursing " or racing, 
or killing rats in a pit In the present enlightened age we do 
not fight cocks and *^ shy " at hens tied to a stake at the 
Shrove-Tuesday fair ; neither do we fight dogs, or pit those 
sagacious creatures to bait bidls. In a newspaper before me, 
not a quarter of a century old, there is a minute and graphic 
account of a bull-baiting, at which, in the pride of his heart, 
the owner of a bull-dog did a thing that in the present day 
would insure for him twelve months of hard labor on the 
treadmill, but which in the ** good old time " was merely re- 
garded as the act of a spirited sportsman. A- white bull-dog, 
" Spurt " by name, had performed prodigies of valor against a 
bear brought before him and before a crowded audience. 
Finally, however, the exhausted creature bungled in a delicate 
act of the performance, and those who had bet i^ainst the 
dog exasperated its master by clapping their hands. ** D' ye 
think that he can't do it 1 " roared the dog's owner ; ^ why, 
I '11 take ten to one in twenties that he does it on three legs, 
— with one foot chopped off." " Done ! " somebody cried. 
Whereon the valiant bull-dog owner called for a cleaver, and 
setting the left fore-paw of his £uthful dog on the ledge of 
the pit, he hacked it off at a blow. Then instantly he urged 
the creature at the bear again, and, raging with pain, it at 
once sprang at its shaggy opponent and pinned it 

It cannot be denied that occasionally there still appears in 
the sporting newspapers some brief account of a " mill " that 
has recently taken place between those once highly popular 
gentlemen, — the members of the " P. R." Sa4i public inter- 
est in this department of " sport " is fast dying oili ; and not 
one reader in a hundred would care to wade through* polumn 
after column of an account of how the Brompto^^N^n 
smashed the snout of the Bermondsey Pet ; and how the lar^r 
finally gained the victory by battering his opponent's eyes un- 
til he was blind and " came up groggy," and could not even 
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Bee his man, let alone avoid the tdedge-hammer blows that 
were still poanding his unhappy ribs. There are left very 
few indeed of those individuals who, as '^ sportsmen," admire 
Raw-Head-and-Bloodj-Bones as master of the oeremonies. 

An the while, however, it is to be feared that the sporting 
newspaper of the present day reveals the existence of really 
more mischief, more substantial immorality and rascality, thim 
ever appeared in their pages before. As a quarter of a cen- 
tury since pugilism was the main feature with the sporting 
press, now it is horse-racing ; not for its sake, but for the con- 
venient peg it afibrds to hang a bet on. It may be safely 
asserted that among Londoners not one in five hundred could 
mention the chief qualities a racer should possess ; but this 
goes for nothing, or perhaps it might be said that it goes for 
everything. It is each man's &ith in the ignorance of his 
neighbor, and his high respect for his own sagacity and his 
'' good luck," wherein resides the secret of the horse-betting 
mania at the present time afflicting the nation. 

As the reader will have remarked, so rapidly has the disease 
in question spread during the past few years that government 
has at last thought fit to interpose the saving arm of the law 
between the victim and the victimizer. Numerous as are the 
sporting papers, and to the last degree accommodating in act- 
ing as mediiuns of communication between the ignorant peo- 
ple who stand in need of horsey counsel and the *^ knowing 
ones " of the turf who, for a small consideration, are ever ready 
to give it, it was discovered by certain bold schemers that a 
yet wider field of operation was as yet uncultivated. To be 
sure, what these bold adventurers meditated was contrary to 
law, and of that they were well aware, and at first acted on the 
careful Sootch maxim of not putting out their hand farther 
than at a short notice they could draw it back again. Suc- 
cess, however, made them audacious. Either the law slept, 
or else it indolently saw what they were up to and winked, 
till at last, growing each week more courageous, the new 
gambling idea, that took the name of ^* Spec," became of gi- 
gantic dimensions. 
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Throughout lower London, and the shady portions oi its 
suburbs, the window of ahnost every public-house and beer- 
shop was spotted with some notice of these " Specs." There 
were dozens of them. There were the ** Deptford Spec," and 
the ^* Lambeth Spec," and the ** Great Northern Spec,'* and 
the *^ Derby Spec " ; but they all meant one and the same 
thing, — a lottery, conducted on principles more or less hon- 
est, the prize to be awarded according to the performances of 
certain racehorses. All on a sudden, however, the ofi^rs of 
the law swooped down on the gambling band, and carried 
them, bag and baggage, before a miagistrate to answer for 
their delinquency. 

At the examination of the first batch at Bow Street, as well 
as at their trial, much curious information was elicited. It 
appeared that the originator of the scheme lived at Deptford, 
and that he had pursued it for so long as six or seven years. 

The drawings were on Saturday nights, when the great ma- 
jority of the working people had received their wages, and 
when, it having been noised abroad that these lotteries were 
going on, they were likely to attend and to expend their money 
in the purchase of such of the tickets as had not been sold 
already. 

If all the tickets were not sold, a portion of each prize was 
deducted, and the holders of prizes were paid in proportion to 
the number of tickets that were, sold ; and, as it was impossi- 
ble to know what number of tickets had actually been sold, it 
could not be determined whether the distribution had or had 
not been carried out with fairness, or how much had been de- 
ducted to pay for expenses, and to afiford a profit to the pro- 
moters of the concern. Several cab-loads of tickets, result- 
sheets, &c., were seized at the residences of the managers of 
the " spec." 

There were numerous " partners " in the firm, and they 
were frequently at the chiefs residence, and were instrumental 
in carrying out the lotteries. One or other was always pres- 
ent at the drawing of the nimibers and at the distribution of 
the prizes. One partner^ was a stationer in the Strand, and 
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at his shop were sold the tickets for these lotteries, and also 
what are termed the " resultnsheets," which were sold at one 
penny each^ and each of which contained the results of a 
" draw," setting forth which of the ticket-holders had been 
fortunate enough to draw the several prizes, and also adver- ' 
tising the next " spec " or lottery. Each of these ** specs " 
related to a particular race, and the tickets were substantially 
aUke. Each had on the top the words " Deptford Spec," with 
a number and letter, and in the comer the name of a race, as 
" Newmarket Ilandicap Sweep," " Liverpool Grand National 
Steeplechase." In each of these there were sixty thousand 
subscribers, and in that for the Thousand Guineas, seventy- 
five thousand. The prizes varied in proportion ; but in one 
they were £ 500 for the first horse, £ 300 for the second, and 
£ 150 for the third. Among the starters was to be divided 
£ 500, and among the non-starters £ 600. There were also 
two hundred prizes of £ 1, and three hundred prizes of 10«. 
It was stated on the tickets that the prizes would go with the 
stakes, and that the result-sheets would be published on the 
Monday after the draw. There was also a stipulation that, in 
the event of any dispute arising, it should be referred to the 
editors of the Era, BeWs Life, and the Sporting Times, and 
the decision of the majority to be binding. If the numbers 
were not filled up, the prizes were to be reduced in propor- 
tion, with some other details. There was no printer's name 
to the tickets or result-sheets. 

The detective police-officers, in whose hands the getting up 
of evidence for the prosecution had been intrusted, proved 
that, after they purchased their tickets, they went up the 
stairs in a public-house about a quarter to seven o'clock. 
They went into the club-room where about sixty or seventy 
persons had assembled, and where the managers of the lot- 
teries were selling tickets. The witness purchased one and 
paid a shilling for it. It had the same form as the others, 
and the draw was to be held that night. Some one got up 
and said (reading from several sheets of paper in his hand), 
" 4,200 tickets not sold " ; this he repeated twice. He then 
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proceeded to read from the papers the numbers of the tickets 
unsold. The reading occupied about half an hour. After 
the numbers were read out, they commenced to undo a small 
bundle of tickets which they placed upon the table. They 
fetched down some more bundles similar to the first, and con- 
tinued undoing them until they had undone about a bushel 
The tickets were all numbered. They then proceeded to 
place all the tickets in a large wheel of fortune, after mixing 
them up well with a quantity of sand to prevent their stick- 
ing together. The wheel was a kind of barrel reTolving on 
axles, with a hole for the hand. One of the managers asked 
if any gentleman had got a sporting paper. No one answered, 
so he produced one himself ; he (witness) believed the Sport- 
%ng Life. He said : ** Will any gentleman read the names (^ 
the horses for the Grand National] " The names of the horses 
were then read out by those at the table, while tickets were 
drawn for each till idl the horses were called. The tickets 
were then put down on the table and the defendants proceed- 
ed to undo another packet They undid a heap about a 
quarter the bulk of the first lot They put these into an- 
other wheel of fortune. Having done so, two boys about 
fourteen or fifteen years old came into the room, and after 
divesting themselves of their jackets and tucking up their 
sleeves, each went to the wheels, which were turned by scone of 
the persons in the room. One of the managers called out the 
numbers of the tickets and the name of the horse to each prize. 
It need only be mentioned, in proof of the popularity en- 
joyed by these " specs, " that within a fortnight afterwards a 
similar scene was enacted at the same public-house. A de- 
tective went to the Bedford Arms, where he heard that a 
distribution of prizes was to be made. He went into the 
club-room. The managers were there with about forty prize- 
holders. A person produced a ticket and handed it to one of. 
the directors, who, after examining it, said, " All right," and 
paid the money, — £405, — which consisted of checks, notes, 
and gold. The holder of the prize got £405 for a £500 prize, 
it being supposed all the tickets were not sold, and a x^uo- 
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tion was made in proportion. About forty prizes were given 
away in this manner during the evening. After the prizes 
were drawn, each person was asked to put something in the 
bowl for the two boys. 

The prisoners were committed for trial, but were lucky 
enough to escape punishment. For years they had been defy- 
ing the law, and feathering their nests on the strength of the 
silly confidence reposed in them by the thousands of dupes who 
ran after their precious "specs"; and the sentence of the judge 
was in effect no more severe than this, — it bade them beware 
how they so committed themselves for the future. Of course 
the released lottery agents promised that they would beware, 
and doubtless they will. Without being called on to do so, 
they even volunteered an act of noble generosity. As before 
stated, the police had found in their possession and seized a 
large sum of money, — fourteen hundred pounds. This the 
good gentlemen of the lottery suggested might be distributed 
amongst the charities of that parish their leader honored with 
his residence, and with the Recorder's 'sanction, and amid the 
murmured plaudits of a crowded court, the suggestion was 
adopted. The oddest part of the business was, however, that 
the benevolent gentlemen gave away what did n't belong to 
them, the fourteen hundred pounds representing the many 
thousand shillings the believers in " specs " had intrusted to 
their keeping. However, everybody appeared to think that 
the discharged " speculators " had behaved honorably, not to 
say nobly, and there the case ended. 

The " spec " bubble exploded, the police authorities show 
symptoms of bringing the machinery of the law to bear on a 
wider spread and more insidious mischief of the same breed. 
With the betting infatuation there has naturally sprung up a 
swarm of knowing hungry pike ready to take advantage of it. 
These are the advertising tipsters, the " turf prophets," and 
the "betting commissioners." Driven from the streets, where 
for so long they publicly plied their trade, they have resorted 
to the cheap sporting press to make known their amiable in- 
tentions and desires, and the terms on which they are stiU 
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willing, eyen from the sacred privacy of their homes, to aid 
and counsel all those &dnt-hearted ones who despair of ruin- 
ing themselves soon enough without such friendly help. 

Were it not for the awful amount of misery and depravity 
it involves, it would be amusing to peruse the various styles 
of address from the ** prophet " to tiie benighted, and to mark 
the many kinds of bait that are used in " flat-catching," as 
the turf slang has it, as well as the peculiar method each fish- 
erman has in the sort and size of hook he uses, and the 
length of line. 

Entitled to rank foremost in this numerous family is an 
imassiuning but cheerful and Confident gentleman, who fre- 
quently, and at an expensive length, advertises himself as the 
happy originator and proprietor of what he styles a " Modus." 
It is described as an instrument of " beauty, force, and power," 
and it is, doubtless, only that its owner, if he kept it all to him- 
self, and set it going at full blast, would undoubtedly win all 
the money in the country, and so put an end to the sport, that 
he is induced to offer participation in its working at the small 
equivalent of a few postagenstamps. In his modest descrip- 
tion of his wonderful " Modus," Mr. M. says : — 

** In daily realizing incomparably rich winnings with this 
Modus, another great and distinguished victory was very suc- 
cessfully achieved at Newmarket Spring Meeting. Mr. M.'s 
distinguished Winning Modus, for beauty, force, and power, 
has never yet failed in clearly realizing treasures of weekly 
winnings and successes. For this reason, this week's eminent 
and moneyed success was the result with this Modus at the 
Newmarket Spring Meeting. For acquiring an ascendency 
over any other capital-making turf discovery, either secret or 
public, it is truly marvellous. In fact, this Winning Modus 
never deteriorates in its character, immense riches, or win- 
nings, for it is strikingly and truthfully infallible and never- 
failing. At any rate, it wiU win £ 18,000 or £ 20,000 for 
any investor ere the final close of the season. Do not think 
this anywise fiction, for it is strict verity. Mr. M. takes this 
opportunity to respectfully thank his patronizers for their 
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compliments, congratulations, and presents. It is needless to 
remind his patrons that an illustrious and rich success will 
easily be achieved at Chester next week, when Mr. M.'s Win- 
ning Modus will again realize its infallible success in thou- 
sands." 

It is to be assumed that Mr. M. has already, by means of 
his own " Modus," fished out of the risky waters of gambling 
a few of these " H 18,000 or £ 20,000 " he speaks so lightly 
of; and doubtless the reader's first reflection will be, that he 
should hasten to expend a trifle of his immense winnings in 
securing for himself at least as fair a knowledge of the English 
language as is possessed by 'a "dame-school" scholar of six 
years old. It is evident that Mr. M. has all the money at his 
command which he is ever likely to require, or, of course, he 
would not reveal his precious secret on such ridiculously easy 
terms. He would patent it, and come down heavily on any 
rash person who infringed his rights, more valuable than those 
that rest in Mr. Graves, or even Mr. Betts, the great captain 
of " capsules." No, he has won all the money he is ever 
likely to need ; indeed, how can a man ever be poor while he 
retains possession of that wonderful talismanic " ModusJ" a 
touch of which converts a betting-book into a solid, substan- 
tial gold-mine ? Still, he is exacting as regards the gratitude 
of those whom his invention enriches. It is his pride to 
record as many instances as possible of the dutiful thank- 
fulness of his fellow-creatures, and as, with pity and regret, 
he is aware that the only earnest of a man's sincerity is that 
which takes the shape of the coinage of the realm, he is com- 
pelled, though sorely against his own confiding and generous 
natiu-e, to attach much weight to thank-offerings of a pecu- 
niary nature. Every week he appends to his sketch of the 
working of his " Modus " a list of those " patronizers " from 
whom he has most recently heard. It may be urged by un- 
believers tbat in this there is no novelty, since from time im- 
memorial the quacks of other professions have done precisely 
the same tbiug ; but it must be admitted that this should at 
least be taken as proof of Mr. M.'8 indifference to the evil 
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opinion of tho' censoriouA. Let us take the testimonials for 
tho week of the Chester Races, which, as he says, ^* are pro- 
miscuously selected from a vast number" : — 

" Sir, — For distinction, honor, and fame, your marvellous 
winning Modus is worthy of its renown. I am happy in assert- 
ing it has won me £ 4,220 net so quickly and readily this 
season. Accept, the £ 200 endosed. — I am, &c 

" M. Abthub Porson." 

" Mr. M. undoubtedly considers his winning Modus an in- 
fallible one. Mr. G. Melville certainly considers it is too. 
At any rate, Mr. Melville is the veiy fortunate winner of 
upwards of £ 6,400. £ 6,400 at once is a tangible criterion 
as to its great worth for prociu*ing these heavy winnings. 
Mr. Melville forwards a sum of money with his congratula- 
tions, as a present Mr. M. will please accept the same." 

'' Sir, — Do me a favor in accepting the enclosed check 
for £ 50. Through the instrumentality of your certainly 
very suocessfid winning Modus, I am, to my infinite pleasure, 
quickly becoming a certain and never-failing winner of thou- 
sands ; for already has its golden agency marvellously won 
me £ 3,400. C. Conyers Gbesham." 

In conclusion, this benefactor of his species says : " For 
this successful winning Modus, and its infinite riches, forward 
a stamped directed envelope, addressed 'Mr. M., Rugby.'" 
That is all. Forward a directed envelope to Rugby, and in 
return you shall be placed, booted and spurred, on the road 
to infinite riches. If, starting as a beggar, you aUow your 
head to be turned by the bewildering pelting of a pitiless 
storm of sovereigns, and ride to the devil, Mr. M. is not to 
blame. 

The astounding impudence of these advertising dodgers is 
only equalled by the credulity of their dupes. How long 
Mr. M. has presented his precious " Modus " to the sporting 
public through the columns of " horsey " newspapers^ I can- 
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not say ; but this much is certain : that according to his suc- 
cess has been the proportion of vexation and disappointment 
he has caused amongst the geese who have trusted him. 
We are assured that impostors of the M. school reap golden 
harvests ; that thousands on thousands weekly nibble at his 
baits; consequently thousands on thousands weekly have 
their silly eyes opened to the clumsy fraud to which they 
have been the victims. But M. of Rugby flourishes still ; ho 
still vaunts the amazing virtues, and the beauty, force, and 
powerof his " Modus," and brags of this week's eminent and 
moneyed success as though it were a matter of course. Mr. 
M. of Rugby is less modest than some members of his fra- 
ternity. Here is an individual who affects the genteel : — 

" A Cakd. — Private Racing Information ! ! — A gentleman 
who has been a breeder and owner of racehorses^ and now in 
a good commercial position, attained by judicious betting, en- 
joying rare opportunities of early intelligence from most 
successful and dangerous stables, being himself debarred by 
partnership restrictions from turf speculations on his own ac- 
count, thinks he might utilize the great advantages at his dis- 
posal by leaving himself open to correspondence with the 
racing public. This is a genuine advertisement, and worth in- 
vestigating. — Address, , Post-office, Stafford. Unques- 
tionable references. Directed envelopes. No * systems ' or 
other fallacies." 

It will be observed that, despite the good position attained 
by the advertiser by "judicious betting," not only was he glad 
to escape fix)m the field where his fortune was founded, and to 
take refuge in the dull jog-trot regions of commerce, but his 
" partners " prohibit him in future from collecting golden eggs 
from any racing mare's nest whatsoever. He has made a fat 
pocket by the judicious exercise of a peculiar and difficult 
science he is well versed in ; but still he is tolerated by his 
brother members of the firm only on the distinct understand- 
ing that he never does it again. Perhaps he has gix)wn over- 
rich, and the rest and seclusion is necessary to the complete 
restoration of his health. Perhaps he owes to " Modus," — 
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but no, the retired breeder and owner of racehorses distinctly 
informs us that he has no faith in *' systems " or other fallacies : 
" lying excepted," is the amendment that at once occurs to 
the individual of common sense. 

Education is reckoned as a prime essential to success in most 
trades ; but in that of betting it would appear unnecessary, 
in order to realize a fortune for himself or his fellow-mortals, 
that an advertising tipster or betting man should be master 
of the English language, let alone of the cardinal virtues. 
Here is a member of the Manchester Subscription Rootns, in 
proof: — 

" Greoi^e D ^y, member of the Manchester Subscription 

Rooms, attends personally all the principal race meetings. 
Some persons having used the above name, G. D. gives notice 
that he has not any one betting for him, and any one doing 
so are welshers." 

Another gentleman eschews prophecy, and would throw 
** Modus " to the dogs, only that possibly his natural instincts 
peculiarly qualify him for knowing that to do so would be to 
cast an undeserved indignity on those respectable creatiu^s. 
He goes in for " secret information." He does not seek to 
mystify his readers by adopting a nom de plumey such as 
" Stable Mouse," or " Earwig," or " Spy in the Manger." He 

boldly owns his identity as John , of Leicester Square, 

London, and arrogates to himself an " outsider " that is to 
beat anything else in the field. " Do not be guided," says 
this frank and plain-spoken sportsman, — " do not be guided 
by the betting, but back my outsider, whose name has scarcely 
ever been mentioned in the quotations, because the very clever 
division to which it belongs have put their money on so quietly 
that their secret is known to only a few. I am in the swim, 
and know that the horse did not start for one or two races it 
could have won easily, but has been expressly saved for this. 
I have several other absohite certainties, and guarantee to be 
particularly successful at Chester. Terms : fourteen stamps 
the full meeting. Many of the minor events will be reduced 
to certainties ; and in order to take advantage of it, I am 
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willing to telegraph the very latest without charge, to those 
who will pay me honorably from winnings ; or I will invest any 
amount remitted to me, guaranteeing to telegraph before the 
race is run the full particulars. — John G., Leicester Square, 
London." 

What a pity it is that those who flatter themselves that 
they are intellectually qualified to embark in one of the most 
hazardous and difficult ways of making money should not be 
at the pains of carefully reading and deliberating on barefaced 
attempts at imposture, such as are disclosed in the above ! 
John G., is one of the " clever division," he says. So 
much for his honesty, when he admits that he is in the 
" swim " with men who have been tampering with the same 
wonderftd ** outsider," and so manoeuvring as to throw dust 
in the eyes of unsuspecting persons. So much for the wealth 
and position of the " swim," when John G., a confessed 
member of it, is ready to betray his confederates for the small 
consideration of fourteenpence, or less, should you fall short 
of that amount of faith in his integrity. He will " leave it 
to you, sit," as does the sweeper who clears the snow from 
your door, or the industrious wretch who brushes the dust 
from your coat on the racecourse. Or he will invest any sum 
you may feel disposed to intrust to him. There is not the 
least doubt of it ; and what is more, you may rest assured 
that he will invest it so as to make sure of a substantial re- 
turn. How else is he to cut a respectable figure at Epsom or 
Ascot, and join the bold-faced, leather-lunged gang, who, with 
a little money-pouch slung at their side, and a little, a very 
little money within the pouch, elbow their way through the 
press, bawling, " I '11 lay " on this, that, or t'other] 

J. G. of Leicester Square is not the only advertising 
tipster who professes to be "in the swim," and on that account 
to be in a position to act as a traitor to his friends, and the 
benefactor of the strange public. Here is the annoimcement 
of another gentleman. 

" Great Events ! — Enormous odds ! ! — Two horses have 
been expressly saved ; and one of the best judges on the turf 
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tells me they are the greatest certainties he ever knew. As 
for another event, it is quite at the mercy of the owner of a 
certain animal. I do not hesitate to say there never was, and 
nevec will be, a better chance of pulling off a lai^ stake at a 
trifling risk ; for I can obtain the enormous odds of £ 1,840 to 
£ 1, or £ 920 to 10 «., or £ 460 to 5 «. ; or I will send the seoret 
for fourteen stamps. ** 

Here is a Munchausen fit to shake hands with and claim as 
a brother J. G. of Leicester Square. He knows of a forth- 
coming race, and he likewise knows of a man who intends to 
run in it a certain horse that will hold the equine contest at 
his mercy. It is but reasonable to assume that the noble animal 
in question will obey the dictates of his nature, and not give 
way to weak forbearance or foolish generosity. Undoubtedly, 
therefore, it will win the race ; and the advertiser, if he puts 
5 <. on it, is %ure of bagging £ 460 ! And yet he is found 
competing in the same dirty field with a score of his kindred, 
clamoring for fourteenpence in postage stamps. 

'' Stable secrets ! stable secrets ! " shrieks the " Sporting 
Doctor ** ; secrets so very precious that he cannot possibly be- 
tray them for less than fivepence each. Send fifteen stamps, 
and receive in return the **true and certain winners of the 
Chester, the Derby, and the Oaks." The " Sporting Doctor " 
hails from a back street in the Blackfiriars Road. The '^ Barber- 
poet" of Paddington, in touching terms, implores his noble 
patrons to assist him in advising his fellow-creatures of the 
**good things he has for them." " Show my circulars to your 
friends," he says ; " it will be to my interest for you to do so. 
I will give £ 100 to any charitable institution, if the advice I 
give is not in every instance the best that money can obtain.". 
The next tipster on the list goes further than this. He boldly 
avows he will forfeit a large sum of money unless he " spots " 
the identical winners " first and second." Of course, nothing 
can be more transparent than bombast of this sort ; but here 
it is in black and white : — ' ' 

" Mr. Ben W. will forfeit £ 500 if he does not send first and 
second for the Chester Cup. Send four stamps and stamped 
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envelope, and promise a preBent, and I will send you the Ches- 
ter Cup, Great Northern, Derby, and Oaks winners. — Ad- 
dress, f Waterioo Road, London." 

Mr. Bei^'amin W.'s suggestion of a '^promised present" is, 
however, no novelty with the advertising tipster. Many of the 
fraternity ask a oash-down payment for the " tip " they send, 
— a sum barely sufficient to buy them % pint of beer, — pro- 
fessing to rely contentedly on the generosity of their " patron- 
izers," as Mr. Modus styles theuL Occasionally are appended 
to the advertisements gentle remonstrances and reminders that 
the confidence the tipster reposed in his patronizer seems to 
have been misplaced. The latter is requested " not to forget 
what is due from one gentleman, though in a humble sphere, 
to another.** One gentleman becomes quite pathetic in an ap- 
peal of this kind : — 

" The winners of Great Northern, Derby, and Oaks for thir- 
teen stamps, or one event four stamps, wiib. promise of present 
fr6m winnings. Send a stamped envelope without delay. 
Gentlemen are requested to act honorably, and send me the 
promised percentage on the Two Thousand, for the laborer is 
worthy of his hire. — Address, , Cumberland Street, Chel- 
sea, London." 

Another gentleman, blessed with an amount of coolness and 
candor that should insure him a competency if every horse 
were swept off the face of the earth to-morrow, publishes the 
following ; and the reader will please bear in mind that these 
various advertisements are clipped out of the sporting papers, 
and copied to the letter : — 

" Take Notice ! ! — I never advertise unless I am confident 
of success. I have now a real good thing for Derby at 100 to 
1 ; sure to get a place, for which 25 to 1 can be obtained. — 
Enclose 1 s. stamps and stamped addressed envelope, and secure 
this moral. — Remember Perry Down. — Address, H , Post- 
office, Reading." 

It may be remarked, that everything that is highly promis- 
ing becomes, in the slang of the advertising tipster, a " moral " ; 
but there are two dictionary definitions of the term, — one 

13 s 
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aSTecting its relation to good or bad humati life, and the other 
which is described as " the instruction of a fable." It is possi- 
bly in this last sense that the tipster uses the word. '* Send 
for my * moral* on the Great Northern Handicap/' writes Mr. 
Wilson of HulL '* It is said that the golden ball flies past every 
man once in his lifetime ! " cries " Quicksight " of John Street, 
Brixton. ** See it in my moral certainty for the Derby. See 
it, and fail not to grasp it. Fourteen stamps (uncut) will se- 
cure it" 

This should indeed be glad news for those unfortunates whose 
vision has hitherto been gladdened in the matter of golden balls 
only by seeing them hanging in triplet above the pawnl»x>kfir's 
friendly door. Fancy being enabled to grasp the golden ball, 
— the ball that is to stump out poverty, and send the bails of 
impecuniosity flying into space never to return, at the small 
coist of fourteen postage stamps ! They must be imcut, by the 
way, or their talismanic virtue will be lost. The worst of it is, 
that you are unable either to see it orgraspitimtil Quicksight 
sees and grasps yoiu: fourteen stamps ; and if you should happen 
to miss the golden ball after all, it is doubtful if he would re^ 
turn you your poor one-and-twopence as some consolation in 
your disappointment. He would not do this, but he would be 
very happy to give you another chance. His stock of " golden 
balls " is very extensive. He has been supplying them, or 
rather the chance of grasping them, at fourteenpence each any 
time during this Ave years, and he is doubtless in a position to 
" keep the ball rolling " (the golden ball) until all his customers 
are supplied. 

By the way, it should be mentioned, that the advertiser last 
quoted, as well as several others here instanced, terminate 
their appeals by begging the public to beware of welshers ! 

Does the reader know what is a " welsher," — the creature 
against whose malpractices the sporting public are so emphati- 
cally warned ? Probably he does not. It is still more unlikely 
that he ever witnessed a " welsher " hunt ; and as I there have 
the advantage of hira, it may not be out of place here to en- 
lighten him on both points. A " welsher " is a person who 
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contracts a sporting debt without a reasonable prospect of pay- 
ing it. There is no legal remedy against such a defaulter. 
Although the law to a large extent coimtenances the practice 
of betting, and will even go the length of lending the assist- 
ance of its police towards keeping such order that a multitude 
may indulge in its gambling propensities comfortably, it will 
not recognize as a just debt money owing between two wager- 
ers. It is merely " a debt of honor," and the law has no ma- 
chinery that will apply thereto. The consequence is, that 
amongst the betting fraternity, when a man shows himself dis- 
honorable, he is punished by the mob that at the time of the 
discovery of his defalcation may happen to siuround him ; and 
with a d^ree of severity according to the vindictiveness and 
brutality of the said mob. On the occasion of my witnessing 
a "welsher hunt," I was present at the races that in the autumn 
of 1868 were held in Alexandra Park at Muswell Hill. As the 
race for the Grand Prize was decided, looking down from the 
gallery of the stand, I observed a sudden commotion amongst 
the perspiring, bawling, leather-lunged gentry, who seek whom 
they may devour, in the betting-ring below, and presently there 
arose the magical cry of " Welsher ! " I have heard tl^ sudden 
cry of " Fire ! " raised in the night, and watched its thrilling, 
rousing effect on the population ; but that was as nothing com- 
pared with it. Instantly, and as though moved by one deadly 
hate and thirst for vengeance, a rush was made towards a man 
in a black wide-awake cap, and with the regular betting man's 
pouch slung at his side, and who was hurrying towards the gate 
of the enclosure. " Welsher ! welsher ! " cried the furious mob 
of the ring, making at the poor wretch ; and in an instant a dozen 
fists were directed at his head and face, and he was struck down ; 
but he was a biggish man and strong, and he was quickly on 
his legs, to be again struck down and kicked and stamped on. 
He was up again, however, without his hat, and with his face 
a hideous patch of crimson, and hustled towards the gate, plung- 
ing like a madman to escape the fiu-y of his pursuers ; but the 
policeman blocked the way, and they caught him again, and 
some punched at his face, while others tore off his clothes. 
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One ru£5an — I cannot otherwise describe him — {docked at 
the poor deyirs shirt at the breast, and tore away a tattered 
handful of it, which he flung over to the great yelling crowd 
now assembled without the rails ; another tore away his coat- 
aleeves, and toesed them aloft ; and in the same way he lost 
his waistcoat and one of his boots. It seemed as ^ugh, if 
they detained him another moment, the man must be mur- 
dered, and so the policeman made way for him to escape. 

From the frying-pan into the fire. " Welsher ! welsher ! " The 
au- rang with the hateful word, and, rushing fix)m the gate, he 
was at once snatched at by the foremost men of the mouth- 
ing, yelling mob outside, who flung him down and punched 
and beat him. Fighting for his life, he struggled and bnAie 
away and ran ; but a betting man flung his tall stool at him, 
and brought him to earth again for the twentieth time^ 
and again the punching and kicking process was resumed. 
How he escaped from these was a miracle, but escape he 
did ; and with the desperation of a rat pursued by dogs, diyed 
into an empty hansom cab, and there lay crouched while fifty 
coward hands were stretched forward to drag him out, or, fEiil- 
ing in that, to prog and poke at him with walking-sticks and 
umbrellas. At last, a mounted policeman spurred his horBe 
forward and came to the rescue, keeping his steed before the 
place of refuge. Then the furious mob, that was not to be 
denied, turned on the policeman, and only his great courage 
and determination saved him from being unhorsed and iU 
treated. Then other police came up, and the poor tattered 
wretch, ghastly, white, and streaming with blood, was hauled 
out and dragged away insensible, with his head hanging and 
his legs trailing in the dust, amid the howling and horrible 
execrations of five thousand Englishmen. 

The next consideration was what to do with him. To con- 
vey him ofif the premises was impossible, since a space of 
nearly a quarter of a mile had to be traversed ere the outer 
gate could be reached. There was no " lock-up " at the new 
grand stand, as at Epsom and elsewhere. Nothing remained 
but to hustle him through a trap-door, and convey him by aa 
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undsrgrcmnd route to a cellar, in which empty bottles were 
deposited And grateful indeed must have been the stillness 
and the coolness of such a sanctuary afber the fierce ordeal he 
had so recently imdergone. Whether water was supplied to 
him to wash his wounds, or if a doctor was sent for, is more 
than I can say. There he was allowed to remain till night, 
when he slunk home ; and within a few days afterwards a local 
newspaper briefly announced that the "imfortunate man, 
who had so rashly roused the fury of the sporting fraternity 
at Alexandra races, was dead ! *' 

• To a close observer of the system that rides at all great 
horse-racing meetings, nothing is so remarkable as the child* 
like reliance with which the general public intrusts its bettings 
to the keeping of the " professionals," who there swarm in at- 
tendance. In the case of the bettors of the " ring " they 
may be tolerably safe, since it is to the interest of all that the 
atmosphere of that sacred enclosure, only to be gained at the 
eost of half a giunea or so, should be kept passably sweet, 
besides, as was mentioned in the case of the unfortunate 
** welsher ** at Alexandra races, the said enclosure is bounded 
by high railings ; and the salutary effect of catching and kill- 
ing a " welsher " is universally acknowledged. As regards the 
betting men themselves, it enables them to give vent to reck- 
less ferocity that naturally waits on disappointed greed, while 
the public at large are impressed with the fact that strict 
principles of honor amongst gamblers really do prevail, what- 
ever may have been said to the contrary. But at all the prin- 
cipal races the greatest number of bets, if not the largest 
amounts of money, are risked outside the magic circle. It is 
here that the huckster and small pedler of the betting fra- 
ternity conjure with the holiday-making shoemaker or carpen- 
ter for his half-crown. For the thousandth time one cannot 
help expressing amazement that men who have to work so 
hard for their money — shrewd, hard-headed, sensible fellows 
as a rule — should part with it on so ludicrously flimsy a pre- 
text. Here — all amongst the refreshment bustle, from which 
instantly streamed men hot from the beer and spirit counters 
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— swarmed hundreds of these betting harpies ; some in carts, 
but the majority of them perched on a stool, each with a bit 
of paper, on which some name was printed, stuck on his hat, 
and with a money-bag slung at his side, and a pencil and a 
handful of tickets. This was all. As often as not the 
name and address on the betting man's hat or money-bag 
was vaguely expressed as " S. Pipes, Nottingham," or 
" John Brown, Oxford Street " ; and who Pipes or Brown was 
not one man in a thousand had the least idea. Nor did 
they inquire, the silly gulls. It was enough for them they 
saw a man on a stool, ostensibly a " betting man," bawling 
out at the top of his great, vulgar, slangy voice what odds he 
was prepared to lay on this, that, or t'other ; and they flocked 
round — enticed by terms too good to be by any possibility 
true, if they only were cool enough to consider for a moment 

— and eagerly tendered to the rogue on the stool their crowns 
and half-crowns, receiving from the strange Mr. Pipes or Mr. 
Brown nothing in exchange but a paltry little ticket with a 
number on it. This, for the present, concluded the transac- 
tion ; and oflf went the acceptor of the betting man's odds to 
see the race on which the stake depended. In very many 
cases the exchange of the little ticket for the money concluded 
the transaction, not only for the present, but for all future ; 
for having plucked all the gulls that could be caught, nothing 
is easier than for Pipes to exchange hats with Brown and to 
shift their places ; and the pretty pair may with impunity re- 
nounce all responsibility, and open a book on the next race on 
the programme. To be sure it is hard to find patience with silly 
people who mil walk into a well ; and when they follow the 
workings of their own free will, it is scarcely too much to say 
they are not to be pitied. But when a cheat or sharper is per- 
mitted standing-room that he may pursue his common avoca- 
tion, which is to cheat and plunder the unwary public, the mat- 
ter assumes a slightly .different complexion. 

Of all manner of advertising betting gamblers, however, 
none are so pernicious, or work such lamentable evil against 
society, as those who, with devilish cunning, appeal to the 
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young and inexperienced, — the factory lad and the youth of 
the counting-house or the shop. Does any one doubt if horse- 
racing has attractions for those whose tender age renders it 
complimentary to style them " young men " ] Let him on 
the day of any great race convince himself. Let him make a 
journey on the afternoon of " Derby day," for instance, to 
Fleet Street or the Strand, where the offices of the sporting 
newspapers are situated. It may not be generally known that 
the proprietors of the Sunday Times^ BeWs Lifcy and other jour- 
nals of a sporting tendency, in their zeal to outdo each other 
in presenting the earliest possible information to the public, 
are at the trouble and expense of securing the earliest possi- 
ble telegram of the result of a horserace, and exhibiting it en- 
larged on a broad sheet in their shop windows. Let us tako 
the Sunday Times^ for instance. The office of this most re- 
spectable of sporting newspapers is situated near the comer 
of Fleet Street, at Ludgate Hill ; and wonderful is the spec- 
tacle there to be seen on the afternoon of the great equine 
contest on Epsom downs. On a small scale, and making allow- 
ance for the absence of the living provocatives of excitement, 
the scene is a reproduction of what at that moment, or shortly 
since, has taken place on the racecourse itself. Three o'clock 
is about the time the great race is run at Epsom, and at that 
time the Fleet Street crowd begins to gather. It streams in 
from the north, from the east, from the south. At a glance 
it is evident that the members of it are not idly ciu'ious 
merely. It is not composed of ordinary pedestrians who 
happeu to be coming that way. Butcher lads, from the 
neighboring great meat-market, come bareheaded and perspir- 
ing down Ludgate Hill, and at a pace that tells how exclu- 
sively their eager minds are set on racing : all in blue working- 
smocks, and with the grease and blood of their trade adher- 
ing to their naked arms, and to their hobnailed boots, and 
to their hair. Hot and palpitating they reach the obelisk 
in the middle of the road, and there they take their stand, 
with their eyes steadfastly fixed on that at present blank 
and innocent window that shall presently tell them of their 
fate. 
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I mention the batcher bojs first, because, for some nn* 
known reason, thej undoubtedly are foremost in the rank of 
juTenile bettors. In the days when the Fleet Lane betting 
abomination as yet held out against the police authorities, and 
day after day a narrow alley behind the squalid houses there 
served as standing-room for as many '^px>fe88ional" betting 
men, with their boards and money-pouches, as couM crowd in 
a row, an observer standing at one end of the lane might 
count three blue frocks for one garment of any other color. 
But though butcher boys show conspicuously among the anx- 
ious Fleet Street rush on a Derby day, they are not in a mar 
jority by a long way. To bet on the " Derby " is a mania that 
afflicts all trades ; and streaming up Farringdon Street may 
be seen representatives of almost every craft that practises 
within the City's limits. There is the inky printer's boy, hot 
from the "machine-room," with his grimy face and his cap made 
of a ream wrapper ; there is the jeweller's apprentice^ with 
his bibbed white apron, ruddy with the powder of rouge and 
borax ; and the paper-stainer's lad, with the variegated splashes 
of the pattern of his last '^ length " yet wet on his ragged 
breeches ; and a hundred others, aU hurrying pell-mell to the 
one spot, and, in nine cases out of ten, with the guilt of hav- 
ing " slipped out " visible on their streaming ^ices. Take 
their ages as they congregate in a crowd of five hundred and 
more (they are expected in such numbers that special police- 
men are provided to keep the roadway clear), and it will be 
found that more than half are under the age of eighteen. 
Fiuiihermore, it must be borne in mind that in the majority 
of cases a single lad represents a score or mwre employed in 
one " office " or factory. They cast lots who shall venture on 
the unlawfiil mission, and it has fallen on him. Again, and as 
before mentioned, the Sunday Times is but one of ten or a 
dozen sporting newspapers published between Ludgate Hill 
and St. Clement Danes ; and in the vicinity of every office 
may be met a similar crowd. Let the reader bear these jBeu^ts 
in mind, and he may arrive at some faint idea of the preva- 
lence of the horse-gambling evil amongst the rising genera- 
tion. 
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The significance of these various facts is plain to the adver- 
tising tipster, and he shapes his bait accordingly. He never 
fiuls to mention, in apprising his youthful admirers, that, in 
exchange for the last "good thing," postage stamps will be 
taken. Well enough the cunning unscrupulous villain knows 
that in the commercial world postage stamps are articles of 
very common use, and that at many establishments they are 
dealt out carelessly, and allowed to lie about in drawers and 
desks for the " common use." There is temptation ready to 
hand ! " Send fourteen stamps to Dodger, and receive in re- 
turn the certain tip as to who will win the Derby." There 
are the stamps, and the ink, and the pen, and the envelope, 
and nothing remains but to apply them to the use Dodger 
suggests. It is not stealing, at least it does not seem like 
stealing, this tearing fourteen stamps from a sheet at which 
everybody in the ofl&ce has access, and which will be replaced 
without question as soon as it is exhausted. It is at most 
only " cribbing." What is the difference between writing a 
private note on the office paper and appropriating a few paltry 
stamps % It would be diflferent if the fourteenpence was in 
hard money, — a shilling and two penny-pieces. No young 
book-keeper with any pretentions to honesty would be guilty 
of steahng money from his master's office, — but a few stamps ! 
Dodger knows this well enough, and every morning quite a 
bulky parcel of crummy-feeling letters are delivered at his 
residence in some back street in the Waterloo Road. 

This is the way that Dodger angles for " flat-fish " of tender 
age: — 

" Great Results prom Small Efforts ! — In order to meet 

the requirements of those of humble means, W. W n, of 

Tavistock Street, is prepared to receive small sums for invest- 
ment on the forthcoming great events. Sums as low as two- 
and-sixpence in stamps (uncut) may be sent to the above ad- 
dress, and they will be invested with due regard to our patron's 
interest. Recollect that at the present time there are Real 
Good things in the market at 100 to 1, and that even so small 
a simiput on such will return the speculator twelve pounds 

13* 
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ten shillings, less ten per cent commission, wbich is Mr. W.*8 

*' Faint heart never won a fortune ! It is on reoord that 
the most renowned Leviathan of the betting world began his 
carer as third-hand in a butcher's shop ! He had a ' fancy ' 
fbr a horse, and was so strongly impree«ed with the idea that 
it would win, that he begged and borrowed every farthing he 
could raise, and even pawned the coat off his back ! His pluck 
and resolution wore nobly rewarded. The horse he backed 
was at 70 to 1, and he found himself after the race the owner 
of nearly a thousand pounds 1 Bear this in mind. There are 
as good fish in the sea as ever came out of it. Lose no time 
in forwarding fourteen stamps to Alpha, John Street, Notting- 
ham, and wait the happy result." 

What is this but a plain and unmistakable intimation, on 
the part of the advertising blackguard, that his dupes should 
stick at nothing to raise money to bet on the " forthcoming 
great event " 1 Pawn, beg, borrow, — anything, only don't 
let the chance slip. Butcher boys, think of the luck of your 
Leviathan craftsman, and at once take the coat off your back, 
or if you have not a garment good enough, your master's coat 
out of the clothes-closet, and hasten to pawn it. Never fear 
for the happy result. Long before he can miss it, you will be 
able to redeem it, besides being in a position to snap your 
fingers at him, and, if you please, to start on your own " hook '• 
as a bookmaker. 

Another of these "youths' guide to the turf" delicately 
points out that, if bettors will only place themselves in his 
hands, he will " pull them through, and land them high and 
dry," certainly and surely, and with a handsome return for their 
investments. ** No knowledge of racing matters is requisite 
on the part of the investor," writes this quack ; " indeed, as 
in all other business affairs of life, * a little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing.' Better trust entirely to one who has made 
it the one study of his existence, and can read off the pedi- 
gree and doings of every horse that for the past ten years has 
run for money. Lai:ge investoients are not reoommeaded* 
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jbideed, the beginn^tr sh6uld in no case 'put on' more than a 
halfHBovereign, and as low as half a crown will often be suf- 
ficient, and in the hands of a practised person like the adver- 
iiser be made to go as far as an injudiciously invested poimd 
or more." 

It would be interesting to know in how many instances 
these vermin of the betting-field are successful, how many of 
them there are who live by bleeding the simple and the infat- 
uated, and what sort of living it is. . Not a very luxurious 
one, it would seem, judging from the shady quarters of the 
town from which the "tipster" usually hails; but then we 
have to bear in mind the venerable maxim, *^ Light come, 
light go," and its probable application to those harpies who 
hanker after " \mcut " stamps and receive them in thousands. 
That very many of them find it a game worth pursuing, there 
can be no doubt, or they would not so constantly resort to 
the advertising columns of the newspapers. How much mis- 
ehief they really do one can never learn. The newspaper 
announcement is, of course, but a preliminary to further busi- 
ness : you send your stamps, and what you in most cases get 
in return is not the information for which you imagined you 
were bargaining, but a " card of terms " of the tipster's method 
of doing business. There is nothing new or novel in this. 
It is an adaptation of the ancient dodge of the medical quack 
who advertises a " certain cure " for " all the ills that flesh is 
heir to," on receipt of seven postage stamps ; but all that you 
receive for your sevenpence is a printed recipe for the concoc- 
tion of certain stuffs, " to be had only " of the advertiser. 

And well would it be for the gullible public if the mischief 
done by the advertising fraternity of horse -racing quacks was 
confined to the " fourteen uncut stamps " they have such an 
insatiable hunger for. There can be no doubt, however, that 
this is but a mild and inoffensive branch of their nefarious 
profession. In almost every case they combine with the ex- 
ercise of their supernatural gift of prophecy the matter-of- 
fact business of the " commission agent," and, if rmnor whis- 
pers true, they make of it at times a business as infernal in 
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its working as can well be imagined. Thej can, when occsr 
sion serves, be as ''accommodating'' as the loan-office swin- 
dler or the 60-per-cent bill-discounter, and a profit superior to 
that yielded by either of these avocations may be realized, 
and that with scarce any trouble at alL No capital is re- 
quired, excepting a considerable stock of impudence and a 
fathomless fund of cold-blooded rascality. 

Judging from the fact that the species of villany in ques- 
tion has never yet been exposed in a police court, it is only 
fair to imagine that it is a modem invention ; on that account 
I am the more anxious to record and make public an item of 
evidence bearing on the subject that, within the past year, 
came under my own observation. 

It can be scarcely within the year, though, for it was at the 
time when an audacious betting gang " squatted " in the 
vicinity of Ludgate Hill, and, owing to some hitch in the 
law's machinery, they could not easily be removed. First 
they swarmed in Bride Lane, Fleet Street. Being compelled 
to *' move on,'' they migrated to a most appropriate site, ihe 
waste land on which for centuries stood the infamous houses 
of Field Lane and West Street, and beneath which flowed the 
filthy Fleet Ditch. But even this was accoimted ground too 
good to be desecrated by the foot of the gambling blackleg, 
and they were one fine morning bundled off it by a strong 
body of City police. After this they made a desperate stand 
on tiie prison side of the way in Farringdon Street, and for 
some months there remained. 

It was at this time that I made the acquaintance of the 
subject of the present little story. I had noticed him repeat- 
edly, with his pale haggard face and his dull eyes, out of 
which nothing but weariness of life looked. He was a tall, 
slim yoimg fellow, and wore his patched and seedy clothes as 
though he had been used to better attire ; and, despite the 
telltale shabbiness of his boots and his wretched tall black 
hat, he still clung to the respectable habit of wearing black 
kid gloves, though it was necessary to shut his fists to hide 
the dilapidations »t their jfinger-tips. 
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/H« was not remarkable amongst the betting blackguards 
he mingled with on account of the active share he took in 
the questionable business in which they were engaged ; on the 
contrary, he seemed quite out of place with them, and though 
occasionally one would patronize him with a nod, it was evi- 
dent that he was " nothing to them," either as a comrade or 
a gull to be plucked. He appeared to be drawn towards 
them by a fascination he could not resist, but which he de- 
plored and was ashamed of. It was customary in those times 
for the prosperous horse-betting gambler to affect the genteel 
person who could afford to keep a " man," and to press into 
his service some poor ragged wretch glad to earn a sixpence 
by wearing his master's " card of terms " round his neck for 
the inspection of any person inclined to do business. The 
tall shabby young fellow's chief occupation consisted in wan- 
dering restlessly from one of these betting-card bearers to 
another, evidently with a view to comparing "prices" and 
" odds " offered on this or that, horse ; but he never bet. I 
don't believe that his pecuniary affairs would have permitted 
him, even though a bet as low as twopence-halfpenny might 
be laid. 

I was always on the lookout for my miserable-looking 
yoimg friend whenever I passed that way, and seldom failed 
to find him. He seemed to possess for me a fascination some- 
thing like that which horse-betting possessed for him. One 
afternoon, observing him alone and looking even more misera- 
ble than I had yet seen him, as he slouched along the miry 
pavement towards Holbom, I found means to start a conver- 
sation with him. My object was to learn who and what he 
was, and whether he was really as miserable as he looked, and 
whether there was any help for him. I was prepared to ex- 
ercise all the ingenuity at my command to compass this deli- 
cate project, but he saved me the trouble. As though he was 
glad of the chance of doing so, before we were half-way up 
Holbom Hill he turned the conversation exactly into the de- 
sired groove, and by the time the Tottenham Court Road was 
reached (he turned down there), I knew even more of his sad 
history than is here subjoined. 
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** What is the business pursuit thftt takes me azcun^st the 
betting men ? no, sir, I 'm not at all astonished that you 
should ask the question ; I Ve asked it of myself so often 
that it does n*t come new to me. I pursue no business, sir. 
What business eould a wretched scareorow like I am pursue ) 
Say that / am pursued, and you will be nearer the mark. 
Pursued by what I can never get away from or shake off : 
damn it ! " 

He uttered the concluding wicked word with such deciaiye 
and bitter emphasis, that I began to tiiink that he had done 
with the subject ; but he began again almost immediately : — 

'* I wish to the Lord I had a business pursuit ! If ever a 
fellow was tired of his life, I am. Well — yes, I am a young 
man ; but it 's precious small consolation that that &ct brings 
me. Hang it, no ! All the longer to endure it. How long 
have I endured it 1 Ah, now you come to the point. For 
years, you think, I dare say. You look at me, and you think 
to yourself, * There goes a poor wretch who has been on the 
down-hill road so long that it 's time that he came to the end 
of it, or made an end to it.' There you are mistaken. 
Eighteen months ago I was well dressed and prosperous. I 

was 'Second clerk to , the provision-merchants, in St. 

Mary Axe, on a salary of a hundred and forty pounds, — rising 
twenty each year. Now look at me ! 

" You need not ask me how it came about. You say that 
you have seen me often in Farringdon Street with the betting 
men, so you can give a good guess as to how I came to ruin, 
1 11 be bound. Yes, sir, it was horse-betting that did my 
business. No, I did not walk to ruin with my eyes open, and 
because I liked the road. I was trapped into it, sir, as 1 11 
be bound scores and scores of young fellows have been. I 
never had a passion for betting. I declare that, till within 
the last two years, I never made a bet in my life. The be- 
ginninor of it was, that, for the fun of the thing, I wagered 
ten shillings with a fellow-clerk about the Derby that was just 
about to come off. I never took any interest in horse-zucing 
before^ but when I had made iba^ bet I was ouricms to look 
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&me ihtf sporting news, and to note ihe odds against the 
&Toriteu One nnluckj day I was fool enough to answer the 
advertisement of a professional tipster. He keeps the game 
going still, corse him 1 You may read his name in the papers 
this morning. If I wasn't such an infernal coward, you 
know, I should kill that man. J£ I had n't the money to buy 
a pistol, I ought to steal one, and shoot the thief. But, what 
do you think ) I met him on Monday, and he chaffed me 
about my boots. It was raining at the time. * I wish I had 
a pair of waterproofs like yours, Bobby. You 'U never take 
cold while they let all the water out at the heel they take in 
at the toe ! ' Fancy me standing thcU after the way he had 
served me ! Fancy this too, — me borrowing a shilling of 
him, and saying * Thank you, sir,' for it ! Why, you know, I 
ou^t to be pumped on for doing it ! 

" Yes, I wrote to * Robert B- — ^y, Esq., of Leicester,' and 
sent the half-crown's worth of stamps asked for. It does n't 
matter what I got in retiu*n. Anyhow, it was something 
jdutt set my mind on betting, and I wrote again and again. 
At first his replies were of a distant and business sort ; but 
in a month or so after I had written to him to complain of 
being misguided by him, he wrote back a friendly note to say 
that he was n't at all siirprised to hear of my little failures, 
— novices always did fail They absurdly attempt what 
they did not understand. * Just to show you the difference,' 
said he, ' just give me a commission to invest a pound for you 
on the Ascot Cup. All that I charge is seven and a half per 
cent on winnings. Try it just for once ; a pound won't break 
you, and it may open your eyes to the way that fortunes are 
made.' I ought to have known then, that either he or some- 
body in London he had set on had been making inquiries 
about me, for the other notes were sent to where mine were 
directed from, — my private lodgings, — but this one came to 
me at the warehouse. 

" Well, I sent the pound, and within a week received a 
post-office order for four pounds eight as the result of its in- 
vestment. The same week I bet again, -» two pounds this 
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thne, — and won one pound fifteen. That was oyer six pounds 
between Monday and Saturday. 'This is the way that 
fortunes are made/ I laughed to myself, like a fooL 

'' Well, he kept me going, I don't exactly recollect how, 
between Ascot and Goodwood, which is about seven weeks, 
not more. Sometimes I won, sometimes I lost, but, on the 
whole, I was in pocket. I was such a fool at last, that I was 
always for betting more than he advised. I 've got his let- 
ters at home now, in which he says : ' Pray don't be xash ; 
take my advice, and bear in mind that great risks mean great 
losses, as well as great gains, at times.' Quite fatherly, you 
know ! The infernal scoundrel 1 

" Well, one day there came a telegram to the office for me. 

I was just in from my dinner. It was from B j, * Now 

you may bag a hundred pounds at a shot,' said he. ^ The 
odds are short, but the result certain. Never mind the 
money just now. You are a gentleman, and I will trust you. 
You know that my motto has all along been ' Caution.' Now it 
is ' Go in and win.' It is sure. Send me a word immediate- 
ly, or it may be too late ; and, if you are wise, put a ^lump ' 
on it' 

" That was the infernal document, — the death-warrant of 
all my good prospects. It was the rascal's candor that de- 
ceived me. He had all along said, ' Be cautious, don't be im- 
patient to launch out ' ; and now this patient careful villain 
saw his chance, and advised, ' Go in and win.' I was quite in 
a maze at the prospect of bagging a hundred pounds. To 
win that sum the odds were so short on the horse he men- 
tioned, that fifty pounds had to be risked. But he said that 
there was no risk, and I believed him. I sent him back a 
telegram at once to execute the commission. 

" The horse lost. I knew it next morning before I was up, 
for I had sent for *the newspaper ; and while I was in the 
midst of my fright, up comes my landlady to say that a 
gentleman of the name of B j wished to see me. 

^' I had never seen him before, and he seemed an easy 
fellow enough. He was in a terrible way^ — chiefly on my 
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1U)is<m&t; — though the Lord only knew how much he had lost 
^fver the ' sell' He had come up by express purely to relieve 
my anxiety, knowing how 'funky' young gentlemen some- 
times were over such trifles. Although he had really paid the 
fifty in hard gold out of his pocket, he was in no hurry for it. 
He would take my bill at two months. It would be all right, 
lib doubt. He had conceived a liking for me, merely from 
my straightforward way of writing. Now that he had had 
the pleasure of seeing me, he should n't trouble himself a fig 
if the fifiy that I owed him was five hundred. 

** I declare to you that I knew so little about bills, that I 
did n^t know how to draw one out ; but I was mighty glad to 
be shown the way and to give it him, and thank him over and 
over again for his kindness. That was the beginning of my 
going to the devil. If I had n't been a fool, I might haVe 
saved myself even then, for I had friends who would have lent 
or given me twice fifty pounds if I had asked them for it. 
But I tww a fool. In the course of a day or two I got a note 

from B- y, reminding me that the way out of the difficulty 

was by the same path as I had got into one, and that a little 
judicious ' backing ' would set me right before even my bill 
fell due. And I was fool enough to walk into the snare. I 
would n't borrow to pay the fifty pounds, but I borrowed left 
and right, of my mother, of my brothers, on all manner of 
lying pretences, to follow the * advice ' B j was constant- 
ly sending me. When I came to the end of their forbearance, 
I did more than borrow ; but that we won't speak of. In five 
months from the beginning, I was without a relative who 
would own me or speak to mcy and without an employer, — 

cracked up, ruined. And there 's B ^y, as I said before, 

with his white hat cocked on one side of his head, and his 
gold toothpick, chaffing me about jny old boots. What do I 
do for a living 1 Well, I 've told you such a precious lot, I may 
as well tell you that too. Where I lodge it 's a * leaving- 
shop,' and the old woman that keeps it can't read or write, 
and I keep her * book ' for her. That 's how I get a bit of 
breakfast and supper and a bed to lie on." 

T 
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[Since the above was written, the police, under the ener- 
getic guidance of their new chie^ have been making vigorous 
and successful warfare against public gamblers and gambling 
agents. The '* spec " dodge has been annihilated^ '' betting- 
riiops " have been entered and routed, and there is even fair 
promise that the worst feature of the bad business, that 
which takes refuge behind the specious cloak of the *' com- 
mission-agent," may be put down. That it may be so should 
be the earnest wish of all right-thinking men, who would 
break down this barrier of modem and monstrous growth, 
that blocks the advancement of social purity, and causes 
perhaps more ruin and irreparable dismay than any (^iier two 
of the curses herein treated o£] 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

METROPOLITAN PAUPERISM. 

Parocbial Statistics. — The Public hold the Purse-Strings. — Cannot the 
Agencies actaally at Work be made to yield greater Results ? — The 
Need of Fair Rating. — The Heart and Core of the Poor-Law Difficulty. 
— My foremost Thought when I was a " Casual." — Who are most li- 
able to slip 1 — " Crank-work." — The Utility of Labor- Yards. — Scales 
of Relief. — What comes of breaking up a Home. 

The following is a return of the number of paupers (exclu- 
sive of lunatics in asylums and vagrants) on the last day of 
the fifth week of April, 1869, and total of corresponding 
week in 1868 : — 



Unions and single Parishes 
(the latter marked *). 



West District. 
♦Kensington 

Fulham 

*Paddington 

*Chelsea 

*St. George, Hanover Square 
*St. Margaret and St. John . . 

Westminster 

Total of West District . . 

North District. 

*St. Marylebone 

♦Hampstead 

*$t. Pancras 

*Islinfrton 

Hackney 

Total of North District . . 



Paupers. 



In-door. 



ill 

^ a 



809 
364 
460 
702 
753 
1,131 
1,101 



5,320 



2,221 
143 

2,141 
909 
695 



6,109 



Out-door. 



Adults. 



1,379 
988 

1,004 
896 
852 

1,791 
749 



7,659 



2,587 
126 
3,915 
1,996 
2,90^ 

li>33 






1,545 
696 
660 
744 
642 

1,313 
_558 

M58 



1,374 
57 
2,847 
1,590 
2,952 



8,820 






3,733 
2,048 
2,124 
2,342 
2,247 
4,235 
2,408 



19,137 



6,182 
326 
8,903 
4,495 
6,556 



26,462 



Cr-i 

S3 



2,874 
1,537 
1.846 
2,272 
2,127 
5,742 
1,874 



18,272 



5,902 
347 
8,356 
4,792 
5,385 



24,782 
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Unions and single Parishti 
(tb« Utter markMl •). 



CbMTRAL DiSTBlCT. 

*St Giles and St Gkoi*g«, 
Bloomsbury 

Strand 

ilolbom 

Clerkenwell 

•St Luke 

East London 

West London 

City of London 

Total of Central District. . 

East District. 

•Shoreditch 

•Bethnal Green 

Whitechapel 

♦St. George-in-the-E 

Stepney 

♦Mile End Old Town 

Poplar 

Total of East District 

South District. 

St Saviour, Soathwark. 

St Olavc, South wark 

♦Bermondsey 

♦St. George, Southwork 

♦Newington 

♦Lambeth 

Wandsworth and Clapham . . 

♦Caraberwell 

♦Rotherhithe 

Greenwich 

Woolwich 

Lewisham 

Total of South District . . . 
Total of the Metropolis . . . 



PaupexB. 



In^loor. 



2^g 



869 
1.054 
554 
713 
965 
838 
598 
1,034 



6,625 



1,440 
1,510 
1,192 
1,192 
1,072 
547 
1,014 



7,967 



537 
478 
712 
660 
891 

1,503 
887 
865 
288 

1,447 

320 



8,588 



34,609 



Ont-door. 



Adnlti. 



587 
647 
947 
999 
1,245 
1,038 



11,685 



678 

393 

554 

1,260 

1,450 

2,777 

1,678 

1,537 

638 

2,799 

2,506 

595 



16,865 






538 
387 
781 
642 
1,045 
906 



55,097 



678 

464 

752 

1.646 

1,330 

3,401 
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TOTAL PAUPERISM OF THE METROPOLIS. 

(Populfttion in 1861, 2,802,000.) 



• 

Tkars. 


Number of Paupers. 


Total. 


In-door. 


Out-door. 


Fifth week of April, 1869 

" " " 1868 

'* " " 1867 

« •* " 1866 


34,609 
34,455 
32,728 
80,102 


103,954 

106,027 

96,765 

71,372 


138,563 
140,482 
129,493 
101,564 



This as regards parochial charity. It must not be ima- 
gined, however, from this source alone flows all the relief that 
the nation's humanity and bendvolence provides for the relief 
of its poor and helpless. Besides our parochial asyliuns thero 
are many important charities of magnitude, providing a sum 
of at least H 2,000,000 a year for the relief of want and suf- 
fering in London, independently of legal and local provision 
to an amount hardly calculable. We content ourselves with 
• stating one simple fact, — that all this charity, as now be- 
stowed and applied, fails to accomphsh the direct object in 
view. If the £ 2,000,000 thus contributed did in some way 
or other suffice, in conjunction with other funds, to banish 
want and suffering from the precincts of the metropolis, we 
should have very little to say. But the fact is that, after all 
these incredible efforts to relieve distress, waiit and suffering 
are so prevalent that it might be fancied charity was dead 
amongst us. Now that, at any rate, cannot be a result in 
which anybody would willingly acquiesce. If the money was 
spent, and the poor were relieved, many people probably 
would never trouble themselves to inquire any further ; but 
though the money is spent, the poor are not cured of their 
poverty. In reality this very fact is accountable in itself for 
much of that accumulation of agencies, institutions, and ef- 
forts which our statistics expose. As has been recently re- 
marked : " A certain expenditure by the hands of a certain 
society fails to produce the effect anticipated, and so the 
result is a new society, with a new expenditure, warranted to 
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be more successful. It would be a curious item in the ac- 
count if the number and succession of fresh charities, year 
after year, could be stated. They would probably be found, 
like religious foundations, taking some new forms according to 
the discoveries or presumptions of the age ; but all this while 
the old charities are still going on, and the new charity be- 
comes old in its turn, to be followed, though not superseded, 
by a fresh creation in due time." 

If it be asked what, under such circumstances, the public 
can be expected to do, we answer, that it may really do much 
by easy inquiry and natural conclusions. Whenever an insti- 
tution is supported by voluntary contributions, the contribu- 
tors, if they did but know it, have the entire control of the 
establishment in their hands ; they can stop the supplies, they 
hold the purse, and they can stipulate for any kind of informa- 
tion, disclosure, or reform at their pleasure. They can exact 
the pubhcation of accounts at stated intervals, and the pro- 
duction of the balance-sheet according to any given form. • It 
is at their discretion to insist upon amalgamation, reoiganiza- 
tion, or any other promising measure. There is good reason 
for the exercise of these powers. We have said that all this 
charity fails to accomplish its one immediate object, — the 
relief of the needy ; but that is a very imperfect statement 
of the case. The fact is that pauperism, want, and suffering 
are rapidly growing upon us in this metropolis, and we are 
making little or no headway against the torrent. The admin- 
istration of the poor-law is as unsuccessful as that of private 
benevolence. Legal rates, like voluntary subscriptions, in- 
crease in amount, till the bimien can hardly be endured ; and 
still the cry for aid continues. Is nothing to be done, then, 
save to go on in the very course which has proved fruitless? 
Must we still continue giving, when giving to all appearances 
does so little good ] It would be better to survey the extent 
and nature of agencies actually at work, and to see whether 
they cannot be made to yield greater results. 

Confining ourselves, however, to what chiefly concerns the 
hardly pressed rate-payers of the metropolis, its vagrancj and 
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paiiperismy there at once arises the question, How can this 
enormous armj of helpless ones be provided for in the most 
satisfactory manner? This problem has puzzled the social 
economist since that bygone happy age when poor-rates were 
unknown, and the " collector " appeared in a form no more 
formidable than that of the parish priest, who, from his pul- 
pit, exhorted his congregation to give according to their 
means, and not to forget the poor-box as they passed out. 

It is not a " poor-box " of ordinary dimensions that would 
contain the prodigious sums necessary to the maintenance of 
the himdred thousand ill-clad and hungry ones that, in mod- 
em times, plague the metropolis. Gradually the sum total 
has crept up till, at the present time, it has attained dimen- 
sions that press on the neck of the striving people like the 
Old Man of the Sea who so tormented Sinbad, and threatened 
to strangle him. 

In London alone the cost of relief has doubled since 1851. 
In that year the total relief amounted to £ 659,000 ; in 1858 
it had increased to £870,000 ; m 1867 to £ 1,180,000 ; and 
in 1868 to £ 1,317,000. The population within this time has 
increased from 2,360,000 to something like 3,100,000, the es- 
timated population at the present time ; so that while the 
population has increased by only 34 per cent, the cost of re- 
lief has exactly doubled. Thirteen per cent of the whole 
population of London were relieved as paupers in 1851, and 
in 1868 the percentage had increased to 16. In 1861 the 
Strand Union had a decreasing population of 8,305, and in 
1868 it relieved one in every five, or 20 per cent of that pop- 
ulation. Besides this, the cost of relief per head within the 
workhouse had much increased within the last fifteen years. 
The cost of food consumed had increased from 2 «. 9 c?. per 
head, per week, in 1853, to 4«. 11 d, in 1868 ; while we have 
the authority of Mr. Leone Levi for the statement that a 
farm laborer expended only 3 s. a week on food for himself. 

In 1853 the population of Enp^land and Wales was in round 
numbers 18,404,000, and in 1867 21,429,000, being an in- 
crease of 3,000,000. The number of paupers, exclusive of 
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TBgrants, in receipt of relief in England and Wales was, in 
1854, 818,000, and in 1868, 1,034,000, showing an increase 
of 216,000. The total amount expended in relief to the poor 
and for other purposes, county and police rates, &c, was, in 
1853, £ 6,854,000, and in 1867, £ 10,905,000, showmg an m- 
creaae of £ 4,000,000. This total expenditure was distribu- 
table under two heads. The amount expended in actual 
relief to the poor was, in 1853, £4,939,000, as against 
£ 6,959,000 in 1867, being an increase of £ 2,020,000. The 
amount expended, on the other hand, for other purposes, 
county and police rates, Ac, was, in 1853, £1,915,000, 
against £3,945,000 m 1867. 

And now comes the vexed question, Who are the people 
who, amongst them, in the metropolis alone, contribute this 
great sum of thirteen hundred thottsand pounds, and in what 
proportion is the heavy responsibility divided ? This is the 
most unsatisfactory part of the whole business. If, as it 
really appears, out of a population of two millions and three 
quarters there must be reckoned a hundred and forty thou- 
sand who from various causes are helpless to maintain them- 
selves, nothing remains but to maintain them ; at the same 
time it is only natural that every man should expect to con- 
tribute his fair share, and no more. But this is by no means 
the prevailing system. Some pay twopence, others tenpence, 

as the saying is. 

By an examination of the statistics as to the relative con- 
tributions of the different unions, we find the discrepancy so 
great as to call for early and urgent legislation ; and despite 
the many and various arguments brought to bear against 
amalgamation and equalization, there is no other mode of 
dealing with this great and important question that appears 
more just, or more likely to lead to the wished-for result 
That the reader may judge for himself of the magnitude of 
the injustice that exists under the present system will not re- 
quire much more evidence than the following facts will sup- 
ply. The metropolis is divided into five districts, and these 
again into unions to the number of six-and-thirty, many of 
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which in their principal characteristics differ greatly from each 
other. We find the West and Central Districts relieve each 
between. 19,000 and 20,000 poor, the Eastern District about 
32,000, and the North District some 27,000 ; but the South- 
em District by far exceeds the rest, as the report states that 
there are in receipt of relief no less than 43,000 paupers. 
These bare statistics, however, though they may appear at 
first sight to affect the question, do not influence it so much 
as might be imagined; the weight of the burden is deter- 
mined by the proportion that the property on which the poor- 
rate is levied bears to the expenditure in the different unions. 
For example, St. George's, Hanover Square, contributes about 
the same amount (namely, £ 30,000) to the relief of paupers 
as St. George's-in-the-East ; but take into consideration the 
fact that the Western union contains a population of about 
90,000, and property at the ratable value of nearly £ 1,000,000, 
and the eastern union has less than 50,000 inhabitants, and the 
estimated value of the property is only £ 180,000 ; the con- 
sequence is that the poor-rate in one union is upwards of five 
times heavier than the other, being 8 d, in the pound in St. 
George's, Hanover Square, and no less than 3 5. 6|c?. in St. 
George's-in-the-East. The reader may imagine that this great 
discrepancy may arise in some degree from the fact that the 
two unions mentioned are at the extreme ends of the metrop- 
olis ; but even where unions are contiguous to one another 
the same contrasts are found. The City of London is situated 
between the unions of East London and West London : in 
the two latter the rates arc not very unequal, being about 2 s, 
lie?, in one and Z s. \d, in the other ; but in the City of 
London, one of the richest of the thirty-six unions in the 
metropolis, the poor-rate is only *l d. in the pound. The 
cause of this is that, if the estimates are correct, the City of 
London union contains just ten times the amount of ratable 
property that the East London does, the amounts being 
£1,800,000 and £180,000 respectively. Again, Bethnal 
Green does not contribute so much as Islington, and yet its 
poor-rates are four times as high. In general, however, we 

14 
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find that in unions contiguous to one another, the rates do not 
vary in amount to any great extent. In the North, for in- 
stance, they range from Is, to I s, 7 d., Hampstead being the 
exception, andv below the shilling. In the South they are 
rather higher, being from \s,2d,to2», lid, Lewisham alone 
being below the shilUng. In the East, as might be expected, 
the figures are fearfully high, all, with one exception, being 
above 2 «. 6 cl, and in the majority of cases exceeding 3«. 
Bethnal Green, that most afflicted of all unions, is the highest, 
reaching the enormous sum of 3 «. 1 1 c^. in the pound, being 
nearly seven times the amount of the rate in the City of Lon- 
don. In the Central District, which is situated in an inter- 
mediate position, the rates range from. 1«. lid to 3«., the 
City itself being excluded. 

No one who reads the foregoing statistics can fidl to be 
struck with the inequality and mismanagement that they 
exhibit. No one can deny that this state of affairs mgently 
needs some reorganization or reform ; for who could defend 
the present system, that makes the poor pay most, and 
the rich least, towards the support and maintenance of our 
poor? 

There appears to be a very general impression that the smn 
levied for the relief of the poor goes entirely to the relief of 
the poor ; but there is a great distinction between the sum 
levied and the sum actually expended for that purpose. Taking 
the average amount of poor-rates levied throughout England 
and Wales for the same periods, it is found that for the ten 
years ending 1860 the average was £ 7,796,019 ; for the seven 
years ending 1867, £ 9,189,386 ; and for the latest year, 1868, 
when a number of other charges were levied nominally under 
the same head, £ 11,054,613. To gain an idea of the amount 
of relief afforded, it was necessary to look to the amount 
which had actually been expended. For the ten years ending 
1860 the average amount expended for the relief of the 
poor was £ 6,476,454 ; for the seven years ending 1867, 
£ 6,353,000 ; and in the latest year, £ 7,498,000. Therefore 
the amount actually expended in the relief of the poor was, 
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in the ten years ending 1860, at the average annual rate of 
6 8. 9^ d. per head upon the population ; for the seven years 
ending 1867, 6«. Id,; and for the year 1868, 6«. 11 J d 
The average number of paupers for the year ending Lady day, 
1849, was 1,088,659, while in 1868 they had decreased to 
992,640. Thus, in 1849 there were 62 paupers for every 
1,000 of the population, and in 1868 there were but 46 for 
every 1,000, being 16 per 1,000 less in the latter than in the 
former year. In 1834, the rate per head which was paid for 
the relief of the poor was 9 *. 1 d If we continued in 1868 
to pay the same rate which was paid in 1849, the amount, in- 
stead of being £ 6,960,000 would be £ 9,700,000, showing a 
balance of £2,740,000 in favor of 1868. 

The very heart and core of the poor-law difficulty is to dis- 
criminate between poverty deservmg of help, and only requir- 
ing it just to tide over an ugly crisis, and those male and 
female pests of every civilized community whose natural com- 
plexion is dirt, whose brow would sweat at the bare idea of 
earning their bread, and whose stock-in-trade is rags and im- 
pudence. In his capacity of guardian of the casual ward, 
Mr. Bumble is a person who has no belief in decent poverty. 
To his way of thinking, poverty in a clean shirt is no more 
than a dodge intended to impose on the well-known tender- 
ness of his disposition. Penury in a tidy cotton gown, to his 
keen discernment, is nothing better than " farden pride," — 
a weakness he feels it is his bbunden duty to snub and correct 
whenever he meets with it. It is altogether a mistake to sup- 
pose that all the worthy strivers in the battle for bread, and 
who, through misfortune and sickness, sink in the rucks and 
fiuTows of that crowded field, find their way, by a sort of 
natural " drainage system," to the workhouse. There are 
poorer folks than paupers. To be a pauper is at least to have 
a coat to wear, none the less warm because it is make of gray 
cloth, and to have an undisputed claim on the butcher and 
the baker. It is the preservers of their "farden pride," as 
Bumble stigmatizes it, but which is really bravery and noble 
patience, who are most familiar with the scratching at their 
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door of the gaunt wolf, — Famine ; the hopeful unfortunates 
who are content to struggle on, though with no more than 
the tips of their unlucky noses above the waters of tribula- 
tion, — to struggle and still struggle, though they sink, 
rather than acknowledge themselves no better than the re- 
pulsive mob of cadgers by profession Mr. Bumble classes them 
with. 

I have been asked many times since, when, on a memorable 
occasion, I volunteered into the ranks of pauperism and as- 
sumed its regimentals, what was the one foremost thought or 
anxiety that beset me as I lay in that den of h6rror. Nothing 
can be more simple or honest than my answer to that ques- 
tion. This was it, What if it were true f What if, instead 
of your every sense revolting from the unaccustomed dread- 
fulness you have brought it into contact with, it were your 
lot to grow used to, and endure it all, until merciful death 
delivered you 1 What if these squalid, imsightly rags, the 
story of your being some poor devil of an engraver, who really 
could not help being desperately hard up and shabby, were all 
real ? And why not 1 Since in all vast commercial commu- 
nities there must always exist a proportion of beggars and 
paupers, what have I done that I should be exempt ? Am I, 
are all of us here, so comfortably circumstanced because we 
deserved nothing lessl What man dare rise and say sol 
Why, there are a dozen slippery paths to the direst ways of 
Poverty that the smartest among us may stumble on any day. 
Again, let us consider who are they who are most liable to 
slip. Why, that very class that the nation is so mightily 
proud of, and apt at bragging about 1 The workingman, with 
his honest homy hand and his broad shoulders, who earns his 
daily bread by the sweat of his brow ! We never tire of ex- 
pressing our admiration for the noble fellow. There is some- 
thing so manly, so admirable, in an individual standing up, 
single-handed and cheerful-hearted, and exclaiming, in the 
face of the whole world, " With these two hands, and by the 
aid of the strength it has pleased God to bless me with, my 
wife and my youngsters and myself eat, drink, and are 
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dotbedy and no man can call me his debtor ! " He is a fellow 
to admire ; we can aflford to admire bim, and we do, — for just 
80 long as be can maintain bis independence and stand with- 
out help. But should misfortune in any of its hundred unex- 
pected shapes assail him, should he fall sick or work fail him, 
and he be unable to keep out the wolf that presently eats up his 
few household goods, rendering bim homeless, then we turn 
bim and his little family over to the tender mercies of Mr. 
Bumble, who includes him in the last batch of impostors 
and skulkers that have been delivered to his keeping. I don't 
say that, as matters are managed at present, we can well 
avoid doing so ; but that does not mitigate the poor fellow's 
hardship. 

It is to be hoped that we are gradually emerging from our 
bemuddlement ; but time was, and that at no very remote 
period, when to be poor and houseless and bimgry were ac- 
counted worse sins against society than begging or stealing 
even, — that is to say, if we may judge from the method of 
treatment in each case pursued ; for while the rufl&an who lay 
in wait for you in the dark, and wellnigh strangled you for the 
sake of as much money as you might chance to have in your 
pocket, or the brute who precipitated his wife from a third- 
floor window claimed and was entitled to calm judicial in- 
vestigation into the measure of his iniquity and its deserving, 
the poor fellow who became a casual pauper out of sheer mis- 
fortune and hard necessity was without a voice or a single 
friend. The pig-headed Jack-in-office, whom the rate-payers 
employed and had confidence in, had no mercy for him. They 
never considered that it was because he preferred to stave off 
the pangs of hunger by means of a crust off a parish loaf rath- 
er than dine on stolen roast beef, that he came knocking at 
the workhouse gate, craving shelter and a mouthful of bread ! 
But one idea pervaded the otherwise empty region that Bum- 
ble's cocked hat covered, and that was, that the man who 
would beg a parish loaf was more mean and contemptible than 
the one who, with a proper and independent spirit, as well as 
a respect for the parochial purse, stole one; and he treated his 
victim accordingly. 
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Vagrancy has been pronounced by the law to be a crime. 
Even if regarded in its mildest and least mischievous aspect, 
it can be nothing less {han obtaining money under false pre- 
tences. It is solely by false pretences and false represen- 
tations that the roving tramp obtains sustenance from the 
charitable. We have it on the authority of the chief constable 
of Westmoreland, that ninety-nine out of every hundred pro- 
fessional mendicants are likewise professional thieves, and 
practise either trade as occasion serves. The same authority^ 
attributes to men of this character the greater number of 
burglaries, highway robberies, and petty larcenies that take 
place ; and gives it as his opinion, that if the present system 
of permitting professional tramps to wander about the country 
was done away with, a great deal of crime would be prevented, 
and an immense good conferred on the community. 

There can be no question that it is, as a member of Parlia- 
ment recently expressed it, " the large charitable heart of the 
country ** that is responsible in great part for the enormous 
amount of misapplied alms. People, in giving, recognized the 
fact that many of those whom they relieved were impostors 
and utterly unworthy of their charity ; but they felt that if 
they refused to give, some fellow-creature, in consequence of 
their refusal, might suffer seriously from the privations of 
hunger and want of shelter. As long as they felt that their 
refusal might possibly be attended with these results, so long 
would they open their hand with the same readiness that they 
now did. The only remedy for this is, that every destitute 
person in the country should find food and shelter forthcom- 
ing immediately^ on application. Vagrancy, says the authority 
here quoted, is partly the result of old habits and old times, 
when the only question the tramp was asked was, " Where do 
you belong to 1 " Instead of that being the first question, it 
should be the last. The first question should be, " Are you 
in want, and how do you prove it ? " 

In 1858 the number of vagrants was 2,416; in 1859, 2,153 ; 
in 1860, 1,941; in 1861, 2,830 ; in 1862,4,234; in 1863, 
3,158; in 1864, 3,339; in 1865, 4,450; in 1866, 5,017; m 
1867, 6,129 ; and in 1868, 7,946. 
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There can be no doubt, however, that a vast number of 
tramps circulate throughout the country, of whom we have 
no returns. " Various means," says the writer above alluded 
to, " have been tried to check them, but in vain. If I ven- 
ture to recommend any remedy, it must be, that repression, 
if applied, must be systematic and general It is not of the 
slightest use putting this repression in force in one part of 
the country, while the remainder is under a diflferent system. 
The whole country must be under the same general system, 
tending to the same general result. In the first place, let all 
the inmates of the casual wards be placed under the care of 
the police. Let them be visited by the police morning and 
night Let lists be made out and circulated through the 
country ; and in no case, except upon a ticket given by the 
police, let any relief be given more than once ; and unless a 
man is able to satisfy the police that his errand was good, and 
that he was' in search of work, let him be sent back summari- 
ly without relief. It is the habit of all this class to make a 
regidar route, and they received relief at every casual ward, 
thus laying the whole country under contribution." 

True as this argument may be in the main, we cannot take 
kindly to the idea, that every unfortunate homeless wretch 
who applies at night to the casual ward for a crust and shelter 
shall be treated as a professional tramp until he prove himself 
a worthy object for relief 

It is not a little remarkable, that, however legislators may 
disagree as to the general utility of the poor-law under its 
present aspect, they are unanimous in approving of the " la- 
bor test " ; whereas, according to the opportunities I have had 
of observing its working, it is, to my thinking, one of the 
faultiest wheels in the whole machine. The great error chiefly 
consists in the power it confers on each workhouse-master to 
impose on the tested such work, both as regards quantity and 
quality, as he may see fit. I have witnessed instances in 
which the " labor test," instead of proving a man's willingness 
to work for what he receives, rather takes the form of a bar- 
barous tyranny, seemingly calculated as nothing else than as 
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a test of a poor fellow's control of his temper. Where is the 
use of testing a man's willingness to work, if he is compelled 
in the process to exhaust his strength and waste his time to 
an extent that leaves him no other course but to seek for his 
hunger and weariness to-night the same remedy as he had 
recourse to last night 1 They manage these things better in 
certain parts of the country and in model metropolitan 
parishes, but in others the " test " system is a mere " farce." 
I found it so at Lambeth in 1866; and when again I made a 
tour of inspection, two years afterwards, precisely the same 
process was enforced. This was it. At night, when a man 
applied for admittance to the casual ward, he received the 
rcgidation dole of bread, and then went to bed as early as 
half past eight or nine. Ue was called up at seven in the 
morning, and before eight received a bit more bread and a 
drop of gruel. Tliis was the " breakfast '* with which he 
was fortified previous to his displaying his prowess as a will- 
ing laborer. 

The chief of the work done by the " casual " at the work- 
house in question is " crank-work." The crank is a sort of 
gigantic hand-mill for grinding com. A series of " cranks " 
or revolving bars extend across the labor-shed in a double or 
triple row, although by some means the result of the joint la- 
bor of the full number of operatives, forty or fifty in number, 
is concentrated at that point where the power is required. 
Let us see how " crank-work " of this sort is applicable as a 
test of a man's willingness and industry. 

It may be safely taken that of the, say, forty-five " casuals " 
assembled, two thirds, or thirty, will belong to that class that 
is without doubt the very worst in the world, — the hulking vil- 
lauous sort, too lazy to work and too cowardly to take openly 
to the trade of thieving, and who make an easy compromise 
between the two states, enacting the parts of savage bully or 
whinuig cadger, as opportunity serves, — thirty of these, and 
fifteen real unfortunates who are driven to seek this shabby 
shelter only by dire necessity. In the first place, we have to 
consider that the out-and-out vagrant is a well-nurtured man, 
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and possesses the full average of physical strength ; whereas 
the poor half-starved wretch, whose poverty is to be pitied, is 
weak through long fasting and privation. But no selection is 
made. Here is an extended crank-handle, at which six will- 
mg men may by diligent application perform so much work 
within a given time. It must be imderstood that the said 
work is calculated on the known physical ability of the able- 
bodied as well as the wiUing-minded man ; and it is in this 
that the great injustice consists. Let us take a single crank. 
It is in charge of six men, and by their joint eflforts a sack of 
com, say, may be ground m an hour. But joint effort is 
quite out of the question. Even while the taskmaster is present 
the vagrants of the gang at the crank — four out of six, be it 
remembered — will make but the merest pretence of grasping 
the bar and turning it with energy ; they will just close their 
hands about it, and increase the labor of the willing minority 
by compelling them to lift their lazy arms as well as the bar. 
But as soon as the taskmaster has departed, even a pretence 
of work ceases. The vagrants simply stroll away from the 
work and amuse themselves. Nevertheless, the work has to 
be done ; the sack of com must be groimd before the over- 
night batch of casuals will be allowed to depart. But the 
vagrants are in no hurry ; the casual ward serves them as a 
sort of handy club-room in which to while away the early 
hours of tiresome morning, and to discuss with each other the 
most interesting topics of the day. It is their desire, es- 
pecially if it should happen to be a wet, cold, or otherwise 
miserable morning, to " spin out " the time as long as possible ; 
and this they well know may best be done by leaving the 
weak few to struggle through the work apportioned to the 
many ; and they are not of the sort to be balked when they 
are bent in such a direction. 

The result is, as may be frequently observed, that the labor- 
shed is not cleared until nearly eleven o'clock in the morning, 
by which time the honest and really industrious minority have 
proved their worthiness of relief to an extent that leaves them 

scarcely a leg to stand on. They have been working down- 

14* u 
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right hard since eight o'clock. The slice of bread and the 
drop of gnicl they received in the morning is exhausted with- 
in them ; their shaky and enfeebled limbs are a-tremble with 
the unaccustomed labor ; and, it being eleven o'clock in the 
day, it is altogether too late to hope to pick up a job, 
and nothing remains for a poor fellow but to saunter idly 
the day through, bemoaning the desperate penalty he is com- 
pelled to pay for a mouthfid of parish bread and the privilege 
o£ reposing in an uncomfortable hovel till night comes again, 
and once more ho is found waiting at the casual gate. 

It may be said that no one desires this, that it is well under- 
stood by all concerned that a workhouse is a place intended for 
the relief of the really helpless and tmable, and not for the 
sustenance of imposture and vagrancy; but that imder the 
present system it is impossible to avoid such instances of in- 
justice as that just quoted. This, however, is not the case. It 
has been shown in numerous cases that it is possible to econo- 
mize pauper-labor so that it shall be fairly distributed, and at 
the same time return some sort of profit. 

It apixjars that in Liverpool and Manchester com-grindint' 
by hand-mills is chiefly used as a task for vagrants or able- 
bodied in-door poor. In the absence of other more suitable 
emplojment, there is no reason why they should not be so em- 
ployed. As, however, but one person can be employed at the 
same time on one mill, and the cost of each mill, including fix- 
ing, may be roughly stated at from £ 3 to £ 4, it is «lear that no 
very large number of persons is likely to be thus employed in 
any one yard. Despite this and other minor objections, how- 
ever, it appears that corn-grinding is as good a labor-test as you 
can have in workhouses. It is not remunerative ; it is a work 
that is disliked ; it is really hard ; and being one by which there 
is no actual loss by acciunulation of unsalable stock, it has 
much to commend it. At the establishments in question a 
fairly strong able-bodied man is required to grind one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds of com daily, and this is sufficient to 
occupy him the whole day. The male vagrants at Liverpool 
are required to grind thirty pounds of com each at night, and 
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thirty pounds the following morning. At Manchester the task 
for male vagrants is forty-five pounds each, of which one half 
is required to be ground at night, and the remainder the next 
morning. At the Liverpool workhouse they have thirty-six of 
these mills ; at Manchester, forty at the new or suburban work- 
house for able-bodied inmates, and thirty-five at the house of 
industry adjoining the old workhouse. The mills at the latter 
are chiefly used for vagrants, but upon these able-bodied men 
in receipt of out-door relief are also occasionally employed. 
The ordinary task-work for these last is, however, either farm- 
labor at the new workhouse, or oakum-picking at the house of 
industry, according to the nature of their former pursuits. 
During the cotton famine. there was also a large stone-yard, 
expressly hired and fitted up for this class. Another large 
building was set apart during that period for the employment 
of adult females in receipt of relief in sewing and knitting, and 
in cutting out and making up clothing ; a stock of materials 
being provided by the guardians, and an experienced female 
superintendent of labor placed in charge of the establish- 
ment. 

The experiment of selecting a limited number of men from 
the stone-yard, and setting them to work in scavenging the 
.streets, has now been tried for rather more than six months 
by the vestry of St. Luke's, City Road, with a fair amount of 
success ; the men (fifteen from the stone-yard, and ten from 
the workhouse) were entirely withdrawn from the relief-lists, 
and employed by the vestry at the same rate of wages as the 
contractor who previously did the work was in the habit of 
paying. Of these men, according to the latest report, fourteen 
are still thus employed, and foiu* have obtained other employ- 
ment. The remaining seven were discharged, — three as 
physically incapable, and four for insubordination. The con- 
duct of the majority under strict supervision is said to have 
been fairly good, though not first-rate ; and it is undoubtedly 
something gained to have obtained useful work from fourteen 
out of twenty-five, and to have afforded four more an oppor- 
tunity of maintaining themselves by other independent labor. 



824 THE SEVEN CUBSES OF LONDON. 

At the some time it is clear that siich a course is open to two 
ohjections : first, it must have a tendency to displace indepen- 
dent labor ; and secondly, if these paupers are (as in St. Luke's) 
at once employed for wages, it would, unless guarded by mn-king 
them pass through a long probationary period of task-work, tend 
to encourage poor persons out of employ to throw themselves 
on the rates, in order thus to obtain remunerative employment. 
The better course would seem to be, where arrangements can 
be made by the local authorities, for the local board to provide 
only the requisite implements and superintendence, and for the 
guardians in the first instance to give the labor of the men to 
the parish, paying them the ordinary relief for such work as 
task-work. If this wei*e done, — And care taken to put them 
on as extra hands only, to sweep the pavements, or such other 
work as is not ordinarily undertaken by the contractors, — 
there can be no doubt that an outlet might be thus afforded 
for some of the better-conducted paupers, after a period of real 
probationary task-work, to show themselves fit for independent 
employment, and so to extricate themselves from the pauper 
ranks. 

" It would undoubtedly conduce much to the utility of these 
labor-yards if the guardians comprising the labor or out-door 
relief committee would, as they now do in some unions, fre- 
quently visit the yard, and thus by personal observation make 
themselves acquainted with the conduct and characters of the 
paupers, with the nature of the superintendence bestowed upon 
them, and with the manner in which the work is performed. 
A channel of communication may thus be formed between em- 
ployers of labor when in want of hands and those unemployed 
workmen who may by sheer necessity have been driven to apply 
for and accept relief in this unpalatable form. The guardians 
themselves, frequently large employers of labor, are for the 
most part well acquainted with those who are compelled to ap- 
ply for parish work ; and when they see a steady and willing 
worker in the yard will naturally inquire into his antecedents. 
.Where the result of these inquiries is satisfactory, they will, it 
may be expected, gladly avail themselves of the earliest oppor- 
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tunity of obtaining for such a one employment in his previous 
occupation, or in any other which may appear to be suited to 
his capacity. The personal influence and supervision of indi- 
yidual guardians can scarcely be overrated ; and thus a bond 
of sympathy wiU gradually arise between the guardians and 
the deserving poor, which, coupled with the enforcement of 
real work, will, it may be hoped, prove not without an ultimate 
good effect upon even those hardened idlers who have been 
hitherto too often found in these yards the ringleaders in every 
'species of disturbance." 

The above-quoted is the suggestion of the chairman of the 
Poor-Law Board, and well indeed would it be, for humanity's 
sake, that it should be regarded. As matters are at present 
arranged, the labor-system is simply disgusting. Take Pad- 
dington stone-yard, for instance. Unless it is altered since 
last year, the peculiar method of doing business there adopted 
is this : a man gets an order for stone-breaking, the pay for 
which is, say, eighteenpence a "yard." At most workhouses, 
when a man is put to this kind of labor he is paid by the 
bushel ; and that is quite fair, because a poor fellow imused 
to stone-breaking usually makes a sad mess of it. He takes 
hammer in hand, and sets a lump of granite before him with 
the idea of smashing it into fragments ; but this requires 
" knack," that is to be acquired only by experience. The 
blows he deals the stone will not crack it, and all that he suc- 
ceeds in doing for the first hour or two is to chip away the 
comers of one lump after another, accumulating perhaps a 
hatful of chips and dust. By the end of the day, however, 
he may have managed to break four bushels, and this at 
eighteenpence a " yard " would be valued at sixpence, and he 
would be paid accordingly. 

But not at Paddington. I had some talk with the worthy 
yard-master of that establishment, and he enlightened me as 
to their way of doing business there. " Bushels ! No ; we 
don't deal in bushels here," was his contemptuous reply to a 
question I put to him. " I can't waste my time in measiu-ing 
up hap'orths of stuff all day long. It 's half a yard or none 
here, and no mistake." 
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'' Do jou mean, that unless a man engages to hresk at least 
half a yard, you will not employ him 1 " 

*^ I mean to say, whether he engages or not, that he 's got 
to do it." 

'< And suppose that he fails % " 

" Then he don't get paid." 

" He does n*t get paid for the half-yard, you mean 1" 

** He does n't get paid at alL I don't never measure for 
less than a half-yard,* and so he can't be paid." 

<< But what becomes of the few bushels of stone he has 
been able to break 1 " 

"0, he sells 'em to the others for what they 11 give for 
'em, to put along with theirs. A halfpenny or a penny, — 
anything. He 's glad to take it ; it 's that or none." 

** And do you have many come here who can't break half a 
yard of granite in a day 1 " 

'^ Lots of 'enL But they don't come again ; one taste of 
Paddington is enough for 'em." 

What does the reader think of the " labor-test " in this 

easel 

An institution has, it appears, been established by the Bir- 
mingham guardians since the autumn of 1867, for the em- 
plojTnent of able-bodied women in oakum-picking for out- 
door relief, the result of which has been, that not only has 
the workhouse been relieved of a large number of trouble- 
some inmates of this class, with whom it was previously 
crowded, but the applications for relief have diminished in a 
proportionate ratio. Every effort is made to induce the wo- 
men thus efnployed to seek for more profitable employment, 
and the applications at the establishment for female lalx)r are 
said to be numerous. The superintendent, who was formerly 
matron at the Birmingham workhouse, reports to Mr. Corbett, 
that " from the opening of the establishment about fifteen 
months ago, nineteen have been hired as domestic servants, 
ten have obtained engagements in other situations, and two 
have married." In addition to these^ some forty have ob- 
tained temporary employment, of whom three only have re- 
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turned to work for relief at the end of the year. The total 
estimated saving on orders issued for work, as compared with 
the maintenance of the women as inmates of the workhouse, 
during the year ending 29 th September last, is calculated to 
have been £ 646 0«. Id, Indeed, so satisfactory has been the 
working of the system during the first year of its existence, 
that the guardians have resolved to apply the same test to 
the male applicants for relief, and a neighboring house has 
been engaged and fitted up for putting a similar plan in oper- 
ation with respect to men. The total number of orders 
issued during the first twelve months after this establishment 
for female labor was opened was 719 ; of which, however, 
only 456 were used, the other applicants either not being in 
want of the relief asked for, or having found work elsewhere. 
Each woman is required to pick 3 lbs, of oakimi per diem, for 
.which she receives 9 c?., or 4 «. 6 c?. per week ; and if she has 
one or more children, she is allowed at the rate of 3 c?. a day 
additional relief for each child. The highest number paid for 
during any week has been 95 women and 25 children. Some 
days during the summer there has been but one at work, and 
in the last week of December last there were but eleven. The 
house is said to be " virtually cleared of a most troublesome 

class of inmates." 

The guardians of St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster, 
have, it appears, adopted a system embracing that pursued 
both at Manchester and Birmingham, and have provided ac- 
commodation for employing able-bodied women out of the 
workhouse both in oakum-picking and needle-work ; and, say 
the committee, " a similar course will probably be found ad- 
vantageous in other metropolitan parishes or unions, whenever 
the number of this class who are applicants for relief exceeds 
the accommodation or the means of employment which can 
be found for them within the workhouse. At the same time 
we would especially urge that provision should be made in 
every workhouse for a better classification of the able-bodied 
women, and for the steady and useful employment of this 
class of inmates. Those who are not employed in the laundry 
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and washhouBe, or in scrubbing, bed-making, or other domestic 
work, should be placed under the superintendence of a firm 
and judicious task-mistress, and engaged in mending, making, 
and cutting out all the linen and clothing required for the 
workhouse and infirmary ; and much work might be done in 
this way for the new asylums about to be built under the pro- 
visions of- the Metropolitan Poor Act." This plan of a large 
needle-room presided over by an efficient ofl&cer has been 
found most successful in its results at the new workhouse of 
the Manchester guardians, as well in improving the character 
of the young women who remain any time in the house, and 
fitting them for home duties after they leave, as in deterring 
incorrigible profligates from resorting to the workhouse, as 
they were in the habit of doing. Many now come into our 
metropolitan workhouses who can neither knit nor sew nor 
dam a stocking. This they can at least be taught to do; and 
wo gather from the experience of Manchester, that while at 
first to the idle and dissolute the enforced silence and order 
of the needle-room is far more irksome than the comparative 
license and desultory work of the ordinary oakum-room, those 
who of necessity remain in the house are found by degrees to 
acquire habits of order and neatness, and thus become better 
fitted for domestic duties. 

The following scale of relief for able-bodied paupers, re- 
lieved out of the workhouse and set to work pursuant to the 
provisions of the Out-door Relief Regulation Order, is recom- 
mended for adoption by the various Boards of Guardians rep- 
resented at a recent conference held under the presidency of 
Mr. Corbett : — 

For a man with wife and one child, 6 d, and 4 lbs. of bread 
per day ; for a man w:ith wife and two children, 7 d. and 4 lbs. 
of bread per day ; for a man with wife and three children, 7dl 
and 6 lbs. of bread per day ; for a man with wife and four 
children, 8 d, and 6 lbs. of bread per day ; for a man with 
wife and five children, 9 d. and 6 lbs. of bread per day ; sin- 
gle man, 4 d, and 2 lbs. of bread per day ; single women or 
widows, 4 d. and 2 lbs. of bread per day, with an additional 
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3 d. per day for each child ; widowers with families to be re- 
lieved as if with wife living. 

Where a widow with one or more young children depend- 
ent on her aijd incapable of contributing to his, her, or their 
livelihood, can be properly relieved out of the workhouse, 
that she be ordinarily allowed relief at the rate of 1 s. and 
one loaf for each child ; the relief that may be requisite for 
the mother beyond this to be determined according to, the 
special exigency of the case. That widows without children 
should, as a rule, after a period not exceeding three months 
from the conmiencement of their widowhood, be relieved only 
in the workhouse. Where the husband of any woman is be- 
yond the seas, or in custody of the law, or in confinement in 
an asylum or licensed house as a lunatic or idiot, such woman 
should be dealt with as a widow ; but where a woman has 
*been recently deserted by her husband, and there are grounds 
for supposing he has gone to seek for work, although out-door 
relief may be ordered for two or three weeks, to give him 
time to commimicate with his family, yet, after such reason- 
able time has elapsed, the wife and family should, as a rule, 
be taken into the workhouse, and proceedings taken against 
the husband. That the weekly relief to an aged or infirm 
man or woman be from 2 5. 6 J. to 3 5. 6 d. weekly, partly in 
money and partly in kind, according to his or her necessity ; 
that the weekly relief to aged and infirm couples be 4 s. to 
5 s., in money or in kind, according to their necessities ; that 
when thought advisable, relief in money only may be given 
to those of the out-door poor who are seventy years of age 
and upwards. 

It appears from a recent statement, that the guardians of 
Eversham union applied not long since for the sanction of the 
Poor-Law Board to a scheme for boarding out the orphan chil- 
dren of the workhouse with cottagers at 3 5. a week, and 10 5. 
a quarter for clothing ; the children to be sent regularly to 
school, and to attend divine worship on Sundays ; with the 
provision that after ten years of age the children may be em- 
ployed in labor approved by the guardians, and the wages di- 
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Tided between the guardians and the person who lodges and 
clothes them^ m addition to the above payments. In a letter 
dated the 3d April, 1869, the secretary of the Poor-Law 
Board states that, provided they could be satisfied that a thor- 
ougli system of efficient supervision and control would be 
established by the guardians, and the most rigid inquiry insti- 
tuted at short intervals into the treatment and education of 
the children, the board have come to the conclusion that they 
ought not to discourage the guardians from giving the plan a 
fair trial, though they cannot be insensible to the fact that a 
grave responsibility is thereby incurred. The secretary men- 
tions particulars regarding which especial care should be 
taken, such as the health of the children to be placed out, 
the condition of the persons to whom they are intrusted, and 
the necessary periodical inspection. " The board will watch 
the experiment with the greatest interest, but with some anx- • 
iety. They request the guardians to communicate to them 
very fully the detailed arrangements they are determined to 
make. The board cannot approve the proposed arrangement 
as to wages. The guardians have no authority to place out 
children to serve in any capacity and continue them as pau- 
pers. If they are competent to render service, they come with- 
in the description of able-bodied persons, and out-door relief 
would not be lawful. Upon entering into service, they would 
cease to be paupers, and would have the protection of the pro- 
visions of the Act of 1851 relating to young persons hired 
from a workhouse as servants, or bound out as pauper appren- 
tices. The hiring out of adults by the guardians is expressly 
prohibited by 66 George III., c. 129." 

The great principle of the poor-law is to make people do 
anything rather than go into the workhouse, and the effect is 
to cause people to sell their furniture before they will submit 
to the degradation ; for degradation it is to an honest hard- 
working man, and no distinction is made. The effect of the 
poor-law has been to drive men away from the country to the 
large towns, and from one large town to another, till eventu- 
ally they find their way up to London, and we are now face to 
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face with the large army of vagabonds and vagrants thus cre- 
ated. A man, once compelled to break up his house, once 
driven from the locality to which he was attached, and where 
his family had lived perhaps for centuries, became of necessity 
a vagrant, and but one short step was needed to make him a 
thief 

It would be a grand step in the right direction, if a means 
could be safely adopted that would «ave a man driven to pau- 
perism from breaking up his home. The experiment has, it 
appears, been successfully adopted in Manchester, and may 
prove generally practicable. The guardians in that city have 
provided rooms in which the furniture or other household 
goods of persons compelled to seek a temporary refuge in the 
house may be stored. It would not do, of course, to enable 
people to treat the workhouse as a kind of hotel, to which 
they might retire without inconvenience, and where they might 
live upon the rate-payers until a pressure was passed. Per- 
haps the confinement and the separation of family ties which 
the workhouse involves would sufficiently prevent the privi- 
lege being abused; but even if such a convenience would need 
some limitation in ordinary times, it might be readily granted 
on an occasion of exceptional pressure, and it would then pro- 
duce the greatest advantages both to the poor and to the 
rate-payers. The worst consequence of the workhouse test is, 
that if a poor man under momentary pressure is forced to ac- 
cept it and break up his home, it is almost impossible for him 
to recover himself. The household goods of a poor man may 
not be much, but they are a great deal to him ; once gone, he 
can rarely replace them, and the sacrifice frequently breaks 
both his own and his wife's spirit. If the danger of thus 
making a man a chronic pauper were avoided, the guardians 
might offer the test with much less hesitation ; relief might be 
far more stringently, and at the same time more effectually, 
administered. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

TH£ BEST REMEDY. 

Emigration. — The Varioas Fields. — Distinguish the Indnstrions Woiker 
in Meed of Temporary Relief — Last Words. 

All other remedies considered, we come back to that which 
is cheapest, most lasting, and in every way the best, — emi- 
gration. This, of course, as applying to unwilling and imde- 
served pauperism. These are the sufferers that our colonies 
are waiting to receive with open arms. They don't want 
tramps and vagrants. They won't have them, well knowing 
the plague such vermin would be in a land whose fatness runs 
to waste. But what they are willing to receive, gladly and 
hospitably, are men and women, healthy, and of a mind to 
work honestly for a liberal wage. New Zealand has room for 
ten thousand such ; so have Australia and Canada. 

It would be a happy alteration, if some milder term than 
" pauper " might be invented to distinguish the industrious 
worker, temporarily distressed, so as to be compelled to avail 
himself of a little parochial assistance, 'from the confirmed and 
habitual recipient of the workhouse dole. As was pertinently 
remarked by Colonel Maude, at a recent meeting held in the 
rooms of the Society of Arts, and at which the policy of as- 
sisting willing workers to emigrate to New Zealand was 
argued : — 

" There are people who are fond of putting forward the of- 
fensive doctrine, that a man who is a * pauper,' as they call 
him, has thereby become unfit ever again to exercise the self- 
reliance and independence in any other country necessary to 
procure him a living, the want of which qualities has brought 
him to the abject condition he is now in. Like most sweep- 
ing generalities, this is both false and cruel. The condition 
of the wage-paid class is^ in the nature of things, more de- 
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pendent than that of any other ; and without for a moment 
depreciating the wisdom of frugality and thrift, I would ask 
some of those who are in the enjoyment* of independent in- 
comes, whether their position would not be almost as desper- 
ate if their income were suddenly withdrawn 1 And this is 
constantly happening to large masses of our artisans, in many 
cases entirely without fault of their own ; and then how does 
the state deal with them 1 It says : * If you will wait until 
you have parted with your last penny and your last article of 
furniture, and then come to us, we will assist you, but only 
then, and only in the following manner : The allowance of 
food, clothing, and shelter which we will give you shall be 
the least which experience proves will keep body and soul 
together. We will break the law of God and of nature by sep- 
arating you from your family. We will prevent you seeking 
for work elsewhere by confining you in a house where employ- 
ers are not likely to search for you, and whence you cannot 
go to seek it yourself. The nature of the work you shall per- 
form shall not be that in which you are proficient, but shall 
be of the most uninteresting and useless kind. Owing to the 
small quantity of food we give you, you will not be able to 
exert your powers to their best advantage. By resorting to 
us for assistance, you will be lowered in the estimation of 
your fellow-workmen ; and in all probability, as experience 
tells us, you will return to us again and again, until you be- 
come a confirmed and helpless pauper.* 

" We are fond of pointing to Paris, and of showing how 
dearly the French pay for their system of providing work for 
the people ; but if it be true, as I have lately heard, that 
there are one million of paupers at this moment in England, — 
and besides these, I am in a position to state that there can- 
not be less than one milhon persons who would be glad of per- 
manent employment at reasonable wages, — I do not think 
we have much to boast of. Besides, does any one doubt that 
if the French Emperor were possessed of our illimitable colo- 
nies, with their endless varieties of climate, he would very 
soon transfer his surplus population to them, and be very 
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glad of the chancel And we ought to consider the cost of 
our paupers. Let us take it at £ 10 a head per annum. 
As a matter of economy, it would pay very well to capitalize 
this tax, and at two years' purchase we could deport large 
numbers in great comfort, and thus save a good deal of money 
to the rate-payers, even supposing none of the money 
were ever refunded ; but I hope to show how that amount 
would be more than repaid. But I suppose that some people 
will say, ' Your system, then, is transportation 1 ' My answer 
might be : ' If you are not ashamed to impose the humiliating 
and unpleasant condition which you at present force upon an 
applicant for relief, siu*ely when you have satisfied yourselves 
that his lot will be much happier and brighter in the new 
home which you offer him, all your compunctions should 
vanish.' " 

I have ventured to quote Colonel Maude at length, because 
he is a man thoroughly conversant with the subject he treats 
of, and all that he asserts may be implicitly relied on. And 
still once again I am tempted to let another speak for me 
what perhaps I should speak for myself, — the concluding 
words of this my last chapter. My justification is, that aU 
that the writer expresses is emphatically also my opinion ; and 
I am quite conscious of my inability to convey it in terms at 
once so graphic and forcible. The gentleman to whom I am 
indebted is the writer of a leader in the Times: — 

" Here is a mass of unwilling pauperism, stranded, so to 
speak, by a receding tide of prosperity, on the barren shores of 
this metropolis. Something must be done with it. The other 
object is more important, but not so pressing. It is, that people 
who cannot get on Well at home, and who find all their dif- 
ficulties amounting only to this, — that they have not elbow- 
room, and the ground is too thickly occupied, — should be 
directed, and even educated, to follow the instructions of 
Providence, and go where there is room for them. There 
is no reason why every child in this kingdom should not have 
the arguments for and against emigration put before it in 
good tune, before it arrives at the age when choice is likely to 
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be precipitated, and change of mind rendered difficult. 
Children in these days are taught many things, and there 
really seems no reason why they should not be taught some- 
thing about the colonies, in which five millions of the British 
race are now prospering, increasing, and multiplying, not to 
speak of the United States. But we must return to the 
object more immediately pressing. It is surrounded by dif- 
ficulties, as was confessed at the Mansion House, and as is 
evident on the facts of the case. But we beheve it to be a 
case for combined operation. Everything seems to be ready, 
— the good men who will take the trouble, the agency, the 
willing guardians, the public departments, or at least their 
functionaries, — and the colonies will not complain if we send 
them men willing to work, even though they may have to learn 
new trades. The boards of guardians and the government 
will contribufe, as they have contributed. But they cannot, 
in sound principle, do more. The public, must come forward. 
Sorry as we are to say the word, there is no help for it. 
This is not a local, it is a national affair. Chance has thrown 
these poor people where they are. It would be a good op- 
portunity thrown away, if this work were not done out of 
hand, one may say. Here are some thousands attracted to 
the metropolis by its specious promises of a long and solid 
prosperity. They cannot go back. They must now be passed 
on. Where else to but to the colonies 1 

" It must be evident by this time to the poor people them- 
selves that they may wait and wait for years and years with- 
out getting the employment that suits them best. The met- 
ropolitan rate-payers are losing temper, and making themselves 
heard. The colonies are all calling for more men and more 
women, and more children approaching the age of work. Sev- 
eral members of the government attended the meeting, either 
in person or by letter, with promises of money, advice, and 
aid. There is the encouragement of successful millions, who 
within our own lifetime have established themselves all over 
the world. Every cause that operated forty years ago operates 
now with tenfold force. At that date the only notion of an 
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emigrant was a rough, misanthropical sort of man, who had 
read Robinson Cnuoe^ and who fancied a struggle for existence 
in some remote comer, with a patch of land, some small cat- 
tle, constant hardships, occasional disasters and discoveries, 
welcome or otherwise. It was not doubted for a. moment that 
arts and sciences and accomplishments must be left behind. 
There could be no Muses or Graces in that nether world. 
The lady, so devoted as to share her husband's fortune in 
that self-exile, would have to cook, bake, brew, wash, sew, 
mend, and dam, if indeed she could spare time from the still . 
more necessary toil of getting something eatable out of the 
earth, the river, or the sea. That was the prevailing picture 
of emigrant life ; and when missionary tracts and Mr. Bur- 
ford's dioramas indicated houses, streets, and public build- 
ings, it was still surmised that these were flattering anticipa- 
tions of what there was to be, just as one may see rows of 
semi-detached villas, picturesque drives, shrubberies, minia- 
ture lakes, and gothic churches in the window of a land-agent's 
office, representing the golden futurity of a site now covered 
by cattle or com. Forty years have passed, and where there 
might be then a few hard settlers, there are now cities, towns, 
and villages which England might be proud of; railways, and 
every possible application of art and science on a scale often 
exceeding our own. Large congregations meet in handsome 
churches, stocks and shares are bought and sold, machinery 
rattles and whizzes, ladies walk through show-rooms full of 
the last Parisian fashions, dinners are given worthy of our 
clubs, and operas are performed in a style worthy of Co vent 
Garden, in places where, forty years ago, men were eating 
each other." 



THE END. 



Cambridge : Electrotyped and Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co. 



t u, 



L I,,..: 



THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 




